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Gidi thiéu

Bon tré hai lang Longeverne va Velrans tién hanh mot cudc chién tranh khuy
cc! Mdt cudc chién, tir xira tir xua, di nhién 13 tré con, nhung hé kém 16n
lao nghiém trong. Khong do mau nhu chién tranh cua nguoi 16n, duong
nhién, nhung ctung nguy hiém xiét bao khi than da 16 roi vao tay dich ma
minh thi tu a1 dang dang! May ma san khuy con ctc! Thiéu thir chién loi
pham tdi hau 4 ay thi sao thoat khoi than phan cua ké thu bai, 61 6 danh, 61 X4u
ho, bi 16t truéng nhuc nha, chim co t6ng ngéng, dit 1an luon trach...

Cudc chién khuy ctic 14 tic pham kinh dién trong d6 Louis Pergaud, vin tai
dau xanh bac ménh cta nudc Phap, da trat vao ca nhiét tinh, ca nhua doi, ca
cai hai thd song nghich di kiéu Rabelais cting ndi budn tho au vinh ciru...
Mot kiét tac. Tuy tam v& bung.

“Mot tac pham van hoc kinh dién danh cho thiéu nhi, cho nhiing ngudi
khong ngai vugt qua su e then cua o1 n61.” - Xavier Marciniak


http://sachvui.com/

Bdo chi gioi thiéu

theo Bdo Tudi tré (May 29, 2009 09:03:41)

That la lung khi nghe noi téi mot “cudc chién khuy cic”. Song do chang
phai 14 cudc chiéc giita cac khuy ctc trong thé gidi truyén dong thoai von
danh cho cac “nhoc con”, ma ¢ day han hoi 1a mot cudc chién cé “oanh”
nhau kich liét gitra cac cau bé (khong con la nhai ranh dau nhé) ¢ hai lang
Longeverne va Velrans.

Piéu thu vi, hay ky cuc, 1a khi bat ky “chién si”” ndo ctia mot trong hai phe bi
bat lam tu binh thi s& bi vt hét sach ctc 4o, khuy quan, cit vun ca day gidy...
Pé lam gi?Dé cho ké tu binh kia sau khi duoc tha bé)ng s€ tro thanh mot dua
“non hot” dung nghia, lup chup, tong ngong... N6 s& khién phe chién thang
dugc mot phen cuo1 vo bung.

Su hai hudc tran ngap. Nét nghich ngom linh dong. Vé hon nhién sudi
nguon. Tat ca tao nén mot tic pham hap din, thich tha. Hay khoan noi vé
nhirng “bai hoc”, sé théy day la mot cubn sach dugc viét tr mot tim hon rat
tré tho. Tho va dai. Tho va mdng. Tho va sinh lyc tran tré. Va cai cach dé
lam “ti€u hao nang lugng” tré tho do khong gi vui thich hon 1a nhitng tran
giap la ca, dé cudi cung gianh duoc chién lgi pham 1a nhiing chiéc khuy 4o,
cho vui vay thoi.

Va dé c6 thé thiét ké nhitng cudc chién d6, nhitng cau bé kia da phai phan
dau hoc nhu thé nao (dé khoi bi thay bat ngdi tai 16p hoc thém hai gio sau
budi hoc), da phai “manh 161 viéc nha ra sao. O day, cau chuyén danh du
dugc dit ra nghe c6 vé kha hai hude, nhung dong thoi cling noi 1én mot veé
dep don so cua tam hon tudi tho. Ma & d6 du 1a cudc choi van thé hién tinh
than trach nhiém thiéng liéng.

Mot cau chuyén ¢ lang qué nude Phap duogc viét tir ndim 1912, nhung c6 thé
xem day la cau chuyén lang qué chung ta cua nhiing ngay khong xa lam -
cau chuyén cua nhung dua tré lang, budi di hoc bu01 chan trau, ra gitta canh
dong bay tran gia dé roi khi dém vé, giita nhitng gidc mo bau troi day sao 1a
su vung vay cua nhitng ¢t ddm, ca co chan ruot chay...

Téac pham timg gianh duoc rat nhiéu 10i khen ting nay khong chi 13 mot tac
pham danh cho tré con, ma con dé cho nhiing ai ting hoai mong tim lai



nhirng ngay au tho hon nhién cua chinh minh.

Tran Nhi Thuy
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Louis Pergaud sinh nam 1882 ¢ ngo1 lang nho Belmont. Nam 1907, sau khi
t6t nghiép su pham va thanh nha giao, ong t6i Paris. O day ong bat dau su
nghiép viét van ngin ngui ctia minh. Nam 1914, khi Thé Chién I no ra, 6ng
nhap ngii va dau thang Tu nam 1915 ong tir tran khi dung d6 v4i quan Pic ¢
Marchville.

Nam 1910 o6ng dugc giai Goncourt vo1 quyén De Goupil a Margot (Tt
Goupil dén Margot).



Nhung ong ndi tiéng thé gidi qua quyén La Guerre des boutons (Chién tranh
cuc ao0) xuat ban nam 1912.

Cho t6i nay, tac pham nay di dugc dung thanh phim ba 1an: La Guerre des
boutons (1936 va 1962) va War of the buttons (1994).

Ché budce vao day, hdi bon dao duc gia,
hd1 phuong mé mudi,

H&i nhitng ngudi quai g gia khan,

h&i nhitng ké khoa truong khén kho...
Franois Rabelais

Thdn tang ban toi, Edmond Rocher



Loi ngo

Nhiing ai thich doc Rabelaism, thién tai dich thyc va vi dai cua nudc Phap,
han cling s€ thich thu - t61 tin vay - don chao quyén sach nay. Tuy tua sach la
nhu thé nhung n6 khong danh cho cac ¢, cac cau bé con.

Ta hiy bo cac 16i am chi bong gi6 quanh co cua sudt mot thoi ky day cam ky
d3 gay ra bao chimg roi loan tdm than va hu hoai, khién noc doc c6 méi
truong sinh s61 ndy nd dudi 16p 4o dao duc gid! Va mac ké nhiing nha tuyét

d6i trung thanh bao vé tiéng Latinl2: t6i 1a nguoi Celtel3] ma!

Chinh vi thé t6i mubn viét mot quyen sach lanh manh, vira Gaulois, vura
duom tinh st thi, lai vira mang tam hon Rabelais; mot quyén sach cudn cudn
nhya doi, cudc song va nhiét tinh, ron ra tleng cuoi lam rung bung cac ong
bo ctia ching ta - lirng danh bom rugu hodc mic chimg thong phong hét sirc
dac biét.

T6i cling khong hé ngan ngai trude nhitng tir ngit dung tuc, mién 1a né 1y
thu, hoac trudce nhiing cur chi s6 sang, mién la ndé dang ghi nho.

T6i mudn dung lai mot quing doi nién thiéu cua toi, cua chung toi, quing
doi day nhié¢t tinh va manh li€t ciia nhitng dtra tré vo tu Iy, chan that va hao
hung, nghia 1a thoat khoi moi thoi dao duc gia cua gia dinh va truong 16p.

Nguoi ta s& nghiém thay rang doi voi mot chu dé nhu thé thi khong thé dung
nbi mot tir ngir nao cua Racinel?.

Néu can phai bién bach cho nhitng 101 1& ngd ngdo va nhitng 16i dién dat day
hinh twgng cua nhimg nhan vat chinh trong truyén thi toi s€ vién ly do rang
to1 can phai trung thuc. Nhung dau co ai bi ép budc phai doc quyén truyén
nay cua toi. Sau may 10i ngd nay, tlep theo dé tir cua Rabelais, t61 khong
thira nhan quyén dugc phan nan cua bat ky giot nudc mat cé sau nao - du 13
thé tuc hay ton giao - nhan danh nhitng thir dao dic it nhiéu tom lom.

Vi lai, day 1a 101 cao 101 t6t nhat cua toi, toi da thai nghén quyen truyén nay
trong vui thu va da viét ra trong thong khoai, né da khién mot sb ban hitu cua

t6i thich thu va nha xuét banlXl cua t6i bat cudi. Nén t6i co quyén hy vong
rang no s€ lam hai long “nhiing ké long lanh”, theo Phlic &m ctia Chua Jésus.
Con véi nhitng nguoi khac thi té1 xin dugc ndi nhu Lebrac, mot trong nhiing



nhan vat chinh, rang: t61 coc can.

L.P.



PHAN MOT: CHIEN TRANH

I Tuyén chién
Vé"phd‘n chién tranh... thit la thi vi khi thdy né,né ra do nhitng nguyén nhan
xg'ét bao vo nghia vd, lui tan boi nhitng tinh huong hét suc don gian: ca chdu
A kiet qué trong chién tranh vi Paris la mot mu tu ba.
Montaigne (Quyén 2, Chwong XII)
“Gibus anh o1, cho tao vé1!” Boulot goi, tay khé né sach vé.
“Nhanh 1én nao, tao khong c6 thi gid dé nhan nha!”
“May co tin gi mo1 khong?”
“Cé the!”
“Tin gi?”
“bi di ma!”

Sau khi Boulot theo kip anh em Gibus, hai thing ban cung 16p, thi ca ba dua
sanh vai nhau di1 vé huéng nha lang.

Hoém ay 1a mot budi sang thang Mudi. Troi van vil may xam khlen dong qué
mang mot vé u budn va nguoi ta chi thdy duogc téi rang d6i gan nhat thoi.
Nhing cay man trui 14, nhiing cay tao tia vang, nhing chiéc 14 dé luon 10 roi,
moi dau cham cham danh mot vong 16n, roi khi nghiéng xeo x¢€o thi ddm bo
xubng nhu chim cat. Khi tro1 am va am ap. Gio giat ting con. Chiéc ‘may
dap 1Ga ri ri nha mot am trim duc don di€u; thinh thoang, khi no nghién ca
bd, cai am thanh kia kéo dai thanh tleng rén ri budn tham nhu tiéng thut thit
hap hoi tuyét vong hay tiéng nirc né day dau dén.

Mua hé vira dit va mua thu vira toi.

Bay gi0 vao khoang tam gio sang. Mat tro1 1ap 16 budn rau sau nhitng ang
may va mdt ndi lo sg, lo s¢ vu vo, triu nang trén xom lang va dong rudng.



Viéc dong 4ng da xong. Tir hai ba tuan nay nhitng muc dong bé bong da tré
lai truong 16p, mot minh hodc timg nhom nho. Da ching sam nang, mai toc
ram rit huai gan nhu troc bang tong do (cung thu tong do dung xen 16ng bo),
quan bang vai pha-len hay vai tho chap ndi voi day nhitng myn va ¢ dau goi
va mong, nhu:ng rat sach s&, 40 khoac xam méi ctng quéo, nhitng ngay dau
thoi mau dén ndi tay chung den nhém nhu chin coc - chiing bao thé.

Hom & Ay ching 1€ budc trén duong, bude chan ching duong nhu thém ndng
né vi toan bd no1 budn cua thoi tlet cua mua thu va canh vat.

Trong ltc d6 vai dira, nhirng dura 1on, da c6 mat trong san va dang say sua
thao luan. Thay gi4o, bd Simon, mii 1éch sau ddu, kinh gai trén tran, nom at
ca doi mat, dang dimg trude cira 16p trong ra duong. Ong giam sat viéc vao
16p, qud trach nhitng dira dén mudn. May cau bé lan luot nga mii chao, di
qua trudc mat 6ng roi theo hanh lang toa vao sin.

Boulot di bat kip hai anh em Gibus nha & Vernois. Chung khong c6 vé gi 1a
b1 lay n61 budén man mac da niu budc chan 1ii ban cua minh.

Chung dén sém hon moi ngay it nhat 13 nim phuat. Trong thay ching, b
Simon voi1 rat dong hd ra roi dua 1én tai dé biét chac né con chay tét va ong
khong bat dau tré trang gid hoc.

Ba dira ban, vé au lo, budc voi vao khoanh san hinh vuéng nam phia sau nha
vé sinh, dugc ngdi nha ciia bo Gugu (tén that 13 Auguste) lang giéng che
chin. Noi day d3 c6 mit phan dong nhitng dtra 16n. Co chil tuéng Lebrac,

con goi la BraqueL] 1on, pho tuong Camu hay Camus, nha leo cay cu phach
vi khong dira nao leo bat t6 chim son thudc, loai chim ma dan ¢ day goi la
“camus”, gi01 bang nd, c6 Gambette nha trén Suon doi, bdo nod 1a mdt nguoi
cong hoalZd noi, con mdt chién si cta cudce cach mang nam 1848 tung bao vé
Gambettal®! trong nhitng gid phut déu s01 lura bong, co La Crique chuyén gi
cling biét, c6 Tintin va Guignard mat lac, ctr phai quay qua mot bén dé nhin

thang mit nguoi khac, c6 Tétas hay Tétard véi cai dau to, ndi ngan gon 1a
nhitng dira “chi” nhat lang. Chung dang thao luan mdt viéc nghiém trong.

Vi€c anh em Gibus va Boulot toi cling khong lam gian doan budi thao luan.
C6 vé nhiing dra mai to1 nay biét rd ban chung dang thao luan chuyen gi,
chac chan 1a mot chuyén cii mém muon thud, nén chung tham gia lién, vi
ching mang t41 nhitng dit kién va luan ctr quan trong.



Bon kia nguing noi.
Gibus anh, goi thé dé phan biét vd1 Gibus em, lién 1én tiéng:

“Nay nhé! Khi em tao va tao vé tdi khic quanh gan nha Menelot thi bon
Velrans thinh linh xuat hién ngay canh mé d4 nha Jean-Baptiste. Chiing rong
1én nhu bé con, ném da va vung gay vao tui tao.

Chung churi tui minh 1a d6 heén, dan, an cap, con heo, mac dich, chét giam, dé
tién, non hot...”

. y y .
néo . ”

“Ro1 tao vo1 em tao tau ngay chir con gi nira; tui tao nao dong gi cho cam,
con bon kia muo1 1am dtra 1a it. Bi ching tom duoc thi 6m don 1a cai chac.”

“Chting goi hai dua bay 1a d6 non hot!” Camus vi dai nhan manh ting tiéng
mot, r0 rang la no bi soc¢, buc minh va gian dit vi cai tén goi nay nhyc ma ca
dam. Dt khoat 1a anh em Gibus bi si nhuc va tan cong chi vi chung 1a nguoi
lang Longeverne va hoc ¢ truong nay.

“Puing thé,” Gibus anh noi, “y tao thé nay: néu tui minh khong phai do tho
de, vo tich sy va chét nhat thi tui minh phai ching t6 cho bon ching biét tui

'),

minh ¢6 phai thir non hét hay khong!
“Nhung ma non hot nghia 1a gi da nao?” Tintin hoi.

La Crique ngam nghi.

“Non hot!... Hot... 1a gi thi a1 cling biét, tit nhién r6i, vi ai cling co, ké ca
thang Miraut tang tang... hot trong giong nhu hat dé da boc vo. Nhung ma
non hot!... non hot!... thi...”

“Chéc chan c6 nghia 13 ta chang ra cai quai gi hét,” Gibus em ngat 1. “Vi
t01 hom qua luc gidn choi voi tay thg xay Narcisse nha tao, tao goi han la do
non hot, chi dua thdi. bung luc ay b tao di ngang qua ma tao khong thay.

Chang néi chang rang éng giang ludn cho tao hai cai tat. Thé day...

Ly 1& virng khong cii duge, dira nao ciing thay.



“Thé thi, b6 khi, minh can quai gi suy tinh lau thém,” Lebrac tuyén bé.
“Minh phai tra thu thoi. Tao nghi vay day!

Con tui bay, ¥ tui bay thé nao?”

“M4y thang nhoc dai dam nay cht di chd khac,” Boulot quat may dira nho
dang lan la lai gan nghe trom.

Quyét dinh ctia Lebrac vi dai dugc ca bon “nhat mdr tri”” tan thanh, theo cach
noi ciia chung. Pung lic 4y bo Simon xuat hién noi khung cira, vo tay ra
hiéu kéu ching vao lop Vura thay bong 6ng ca lu lién 40 vao nha vé sinh, vi
chung ludn dé cai viéc giai quyét nhu cau déu din va tu nhién nay dén phut
cudi cung.

Va nhiing ké dong 16a lang 1& ndi dudi nhau xép hang, mit mii than nhién
nhu khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra va nhu khong phai it phut trude day chung
vua dua ra mot quy€t dinh trong dai va dang so.

Ching khong méy hao himg trong budi hoc sang hom ay va thay gido ctr
phai 16n tleng dé budc hoc tro chi tim. Ching khong chuyen tro huyén nao,
nhung deu nhu & ca trén mdy, hoan toan tho o véi bai giang vé lich str hé
mét, von rat c6 thé ¢ ich cho nhirng thiéu nién nudc Cong hoa Phap.

Nhit 1a chang thdy dinh nghia vé mét sao ma rac réi khang khiép. “Muoi
phan triéu ciia mot phan tu... cia mot nira.. . ¢t nhu cu...!” Lebrac vi
dai thAm nghi.

Roi n6 kin dao nghiéng qua thi tham véi Tintin, thang ban ngoi bén canh:
“O-kéu-ca!”

Chac chan 1a Lebrac vi dai dinh noi “O-ré-ka”21 S 1a ¢6 lé}n nd nghe loang
thoang dau do6 rang thoi xa xua Archimede tung danh tran bang hat dau lang.
[10]

La Crlque dé phai ra suc giai thich rang “lang” ¢ day khong phai rau qua gi
hét vi nodi cho cung thi Lebrac van nghi ban nhau bang quan bt thi phai

dung hat dau tron chtr ai lai chon thtr dau dep?

“Ma dau ban khong tot bang 13i tdo hay vo banh mi,” né con bao thé.



La Crique néi véi Tintin rang Archiméde 1a mot nha bac hoc limg danh ting
giai cac bai toan trén mui xe ngua, diéu nay khién Lebrac nay sinh long than
phuc ddi v6i mot ga nhu vay, du no chéng thich tha gi vé dep ctia toan hoc
hay cac quy tic chinh ta.

S& di Lebrac duoc bon nhoc Longeverne dong 1ong t6n lam tha linh tir mot
nam nay la nho nhitng ca tinh khac cua no.

N6 ngang nganh nhu Ira, khon nhu khi va nhanh nhu tho. Khong dua nao
ném da trang ctra s6 cach hai muoi bude chinh xac bang no, du bang cach gi
di nira: ném bang tay, bang na, bang gian thun hay bang gy x¢é doc & dau.
N6 1a déi tha dang s¢ khi danh giap 1a ca. No tung choi kham cha xi, thay
giao va truong tuan nhiéu v4. Ttr canh cdy com chay to bang bap dui nd ché
ra nhiing 6ng Xit nude tuy€t voi co thé ban xa t61 muoi lam budce - dung thé
day, anh ban a, rat hoan hao! - va siing luc nd to nhu stng that va dan bang
x0 gai ban xong 1 bién mat ludn khong tim thdy dugc. Con choi bi thi ngdn
tay né 1a nhat; né6 ngdm va bung bi gidi khong dira nao bang. N6 an sach
trong nhay mat khién ca 1 mudn khoc ludn. Thinh thoang nd cho lai nhing
dira thua vai hon bi ma khong to vé ty phu hay khoe mé& nén né dugc tiéng 1a
dai luong.

Nghe thi linh dong thoi 13 ban minh néi thé, Tintin lién ap sat tai hay dung
hon n6 dong day tai giong nhu con meo dang &m muu mot tro tinh nghich.
Mit n6 ung lén vi hoi hop.

“A hal” n6 nghi. “C6 thé chir! Minh biét chic thé ndo thing Lebrac chét tiét
"9

nay cling nghi ra duoc di¢u ké ma!

R6i n6 chim dam trong mo, lac vao mot thé gidi day gia thuyét, chang con
biét gi dén nhitng cong trinh ctia Delambre, Méchain, Machinchouette hay
ctia nhitng nguoi khac, chang con biét gi dén nhiing do dac dugc thyc hién &
nhitng vi d9, kinh d6 va d6 cao khac nhau... Xi, vé van ca, n6 coc can biét!

Nhung con bon Velrans thi s& phai biét tay no!

Viéc chiam chi hoc thudc bai hoc dau tién nay dé 1am sau cling dugc. Chi can
biét rang chiing co cach riéng dé khi bi thay hoi bai thi van 1én mé duogc
cudn sach di bi 1énh trén bat dong lai va tram vao o6c nhiing chd thiéu sot.
Tuy vy tht Hai t6i bo Simon ciing van n6i tran 16i dinh. Nhung chuyén nay
khong nén noi trude.



Khi chlec chudng cti ky trén thap nha tho gido xu diém mudi mot gio thi ca
1t st rudt cho duge phép ra vé; bai bang mot phuong cach bi mat nao day,
qua phat xa, than giao cach cam hay cach gi khdc ma bon chung déu biét
Lebrac di c6 ké sach.

Nhu moi ngély, bon tré huych day nhau trong hanh lang, trao d6i mil, bi mat

giay gdtl, ngam ngam thui nhau, nhung b Simon d can thiép, tai 1ap ngay
trat ty va cudi cing moi chuyén déu ém xudi ca.

Thay gido vira méi khuét vao phong 12 ca 1d 4o quanh Lebrac khong khéc gi
mot dan chim sé xim quanh bai phan ngua tuoi roi.

Gitra dam tiéu tot va 1t nhoc vo danh con c¢6 ca muoi chién si tru cdt cua
Longeverne dang hau hdu dugc nghe chu tudng tuyén bo.

Lebrac giai thich ke hoach ctia n6, mot ké hoach don gian ma tao bao. ROi
n6 hoi dira ndo mudn di cting véi né chiéu tdi nay.

Ca bon déu mubn gianh 13y vinh dy nay; nhung chi can bon dtra nén Camus,
La Crique, Tintin va Gibus anh duoc chon tham gia cudc vién chinh.
Gambette, vi & khu ddi, khong thé trén nha di qua lau duoc, Guignard mét
quang ga, con Boulot khong dugce nhanh nhen nhu bén dira kia.

R6i chiing chia tay nhau.

Chiéu tbi, luc nha thd giong chudng bao gid nguyén, ndm chién si gip lai
nhau.

“May c6 phan khong day?” Lebrac hoi La Crique, dugc giao trach nhi¢ém
chém vai ba cyuc phan tir hop ctia bé Simon vi nd ngdi gan bang nhat.

La Crique da hoan thanh xudt sic nhiém vu: né thué)ng duoc nam cuc phén,
toan cuc 16n. N6 gilt mot cuc, con bon cuc kia phat cho bon chién hitu. Nhu
thé, gia thir c6 dira nao danh roi phan trén duong di thi da c6 nhiing dira kia
bu lai dé dang.

“Nao, ta Ién duong!” Camus noi.

Trong dém t6i, tiéng giay gb nen trén con duong lang rong rai r6i qua con
duong mon Ong Khoi, t61 Cay Poan Lén ching dam ra duong cai di



Velrans. Nam chién si hanh quan nhiam thang hudng dich.

“Di bd chua té1 nura tiéng dau,” trude do Lebrac da bao. “Cho nén minh c6
thé t&1 do trong vong muoi lam phut roi ve kip trude khi nha di ngu.”

Toan quan nudc kiéu mat hat trong dém t6i va khung canh tinh mich. Nira
ching dau toan quén di trén dudng lat da nén co thé chay dugc, nhung vira
to1 vung dich thi nam ke dong muu dy di trén 18 duong, noi ma theo nhimg
ké doc mdom doc miéng thi bd Bréda, nguol ban gia cua ching kiém phu
trach duong sa trong xa, chi sua khi nao b bi nga loi mat Luc t61 gan
Velrans, thay o dan anh dén sau nhitng 6 cira s0 va nghe tiéng ché sta cang
luc cang dit ton hon thi chung dirng bude.

“Minh nén cdi1 giay giau sau birc tuong nay,” Lebrac khuyén.

Bén chién si va chu tudng cua chung coi giay, nhet vo vao trong do roi kiém
lai xem c6 roi mat phan khong. R01 chung di hang mot, Lebrac dan dau, mat
cang, tai vénh, mii phap phong, san sang xong 16n dé téi duoc nha thd lang
dich cang nhanh cang tdt, d6 1a muc tiéu cua cudc hanh quan dém nay.

Chung chu y ting tiéng dong nho nhat, ching nép minh dudi day ranh, ap
sat minh vao nhimg birc tudng hay 4n minh trong béng toi cua nhitng bo
gidu ma truon di. Ching tién 1én nhu nhiing cai bong, chi s¢ nhd thinh linh
gdp nguoi trong lang xach den vé nha hay gip mot lir khach tré trang dat
ngya di udong nudc. Nhung ching chiang gip chuyén gi phién nhiéu trir con
ché khon kiép nha Jean des Gués suia dai nhach.

Cudi cung chung dén dugc quang truong nha thd va di vé phia thap chudng.
Chung quanh yén dng khong mot bong nguoi.

Chi minh chu tudng ding d6 con bon dira kia lui lai sau canh ching.

Bay gio Lebrac moai tho tay vao tii quén moc ra cuc phan roi hét sirc ruén
trén ngoén chan, viét 1én canh cira g6 so1 nang trich xin den dong kin chén
thiéng liéng nay cai cau ngan gon s& giy phan nd ghé gém vao budi 18 sang

hém sau, vi su séng suong hao hung ma day thach thic hon 1a vi cach viét
chinh ta day lap di:

Cd no bon Velrant na nii khon lan!



Viét xong, n6 dan mat vao canh cira gd dé xem nhu thé c6 du dau khong. Roi
no6 di té1 cho bon dira dong 10a dang nap cho, giong khe khé€ va hao hing ra
1énh:

“Ta di tho1!”

Luc vé chiing tao ton di ngay chinh gitra duong tro lai chd gidu gidy v, song
tranh gdy 6n ao khong can thiét.

Nhung khi gidy v& d xong xudi, chung ké thdy nhiing can trong vO ich. Nén
giay that manh trén duong, chung quay lai Longeverne, dira nao vé nha dua
ndy, long day tin tuong cho két qua cia 10i tuyén chién.



Il. Ngoai giao cang thang
Sit than hai cuong quéc da trao déi quan diém vé vin dé Maroc.
Cac nhat bao (He 1911)

Khi thap chudng lang giong hoi thr hai, nira gior trude hoi cudi bao budi 18
Chu nhat thi Lebrac vi dai, mic chiéc 4o vest da cét tir cai 4o khoac dai qua
dau gbi ctia dng nd, quan len mai, di doi gidy cao cd xin ca mau vi duge bdi
mot 16p md day va doi chiéc mii cat két béng da 1ong, Lebrac vi dai, to1 goi
thé, twa vao tudng bé gidt cong cong chd dong doi dé thong bao tinh hinh,
cling nhu thanh cong my méan cta chuyén di.

Phia dudi kia, truéc ctra quan cua Fricot, may nguoi dan 6ng ngam tau phi
pheo dang chuan bi “lam vai hop” trude khi vao nha tho.

Lat sau Camus xuat hién trong chiéc quan mon vet hai dau gbi va chiéc ca
vat do ryc nhu c6 chim héng thugce. Hai dira mim cudi véi nhau. Rbi dén
anh em Gibus khut khit nhu ché danh hoi, roi dén Gambette, théng nay van
chua hay biét gi, va sau rot 1a Guignard, Boulot, La Crique, Mait Ca ngao,
Bombé, Tétas va toan thé chién si Longeverne, khoang bon muoi dira tat ca.

Niam vi anh hung cua toi hom qua, mdi vi phai ké di ké lai chuyén vién chinh
it nhat muot 1an. Céac chién hitu cua ching, miéng (ra nudc bot va mat long
lanh, nuot 1ay tirng 101 ching noi, dién lai tung cir chi cua chung va cir dén
moi1 pha hanh dong lai nhiét 1i¢t hoan ho.

Cuo1 cung Lebrac tom tat tinh hinh nhu sau:

“Gio thi chiing n6 s& biét bon minh c6 phai d6 non hot khong!

Xé trura nay thé nao chung né ciing sé& lai 1én t6i dam bui cdy ¢ Saute dé giy
su. Hét thay bon minh s€ c6 mat & do6 dé goi la nghénh tiép.

Nhé mang theo moi gian na va day quang da! Khong can mang theo giy,
minh dau muon loan da. Phai can than giit gin bo via Chu nhat nay ch, kéo

day ban thi vé nha sé& lai an tat.

Chi han huyén v4i chiing mot do6i cau théi ma.”



Hbi chudng thi ba - cling la hoi cubi - giong gia hét c¢& thic giuc chung tir tir
di vao chd ngdi quen thudc trén nhimng cai ghe ti teo bén phong nguyen
thanh Joseph, cach phong nguyén Thanh ntr Pong trinh ctia ddm con gai mot
161 di.

“Chét cha!” Camus budt miéng churi khi t6i dudi thap chudng. “Ding hém
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nay tao lai phai phu 18, r6i tha hd ma bi ldo do chiing thdm sai bao!

Khong kip nhing tay vao chau nude thanh that to bang da dé lam dau nhu
cac ban no khoang tit khi di qua, Camus phong nhu chép qua gian gitra nha
tho dé con kip khoac 4o 1€.

To1 Asperges mel2, khi Camus bung chiu nudc thanh di gitra cac hang ghé
dé cha x{r nhiing choi long vay khap noi ban phép lanh thi n6 khong thé
khong liéc nhin cac chién hitu.

N6 thay Lebrac dua Boulot xem tdm hinh em gai Tintin tang no, mot bong
tuy lip hay phong Ii, cung c6 thé 1a hoa pang xé, bén dudi dé miy chir “Dé

ky niém”. Camus nhdy mét v6i Lebrac mot cach rat Don JuanH3l,

Thé 1a Camus lién nghi dén c6 bé Tavie, ¢d ban than caa nd, nguoi vira dugc
no6 ting mot chiéc banh qué gia hai xu mua tai cho phién ¢ Vercel, mét chiéc
banh tuyét dep hinh trai tim ddy nhiing vién dudng do, xanh, vang lai duoc
t6 diém thém bang hang chir hop voi nd vo cung:

Tim toi dat dwoi chan nang

Xin nang hay nhan - ba hoang cua toi!

N6 dua mit tim c6 bé trong hang ghé ctia ddm con gai va thiy co bé ciing
dang nhin n6. Vai tro phu I€ nghiém trang khién né khong dugc mim cuoi
vOi cO, nhung nd bong cdm thay tim ron rang. N6 hoi d6 mat, ding thang
nguoi, cam chac binh nudc thanh.

Hanh dong nay khong qua khoi mat La Crique. N6 thi tham voi Tintin:

“Xem thang Camus vénh mat kia! Thay ngay 1a con Tavie dang liéc nhin cu
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cau!

Con Camus tham nghi:



“Bay gio di hoc lai roi thi hai dra minh s& thuong gip nhau hon!”
U'.. nhung bay gio lai tuyén chién r6i!
Sau buodi 18 chiéu, Lebrac vi dai tu tap si tt roi ra 1énh:

“Bay gid tui bay vé nha ldy 4o khoac, cam theo mdt 1t banh mi roi ti Saute,
chd Mo D4 cua lao Pepiot.”

Chung tan ra nhu béy chim sé. Nam phut sau dua no chay theo dwa kia,
mi¢ng ngam banh mi, dén tu tap & cho chu tudng da chi dinh.

“Tui bay khong dugc di qua khuc quanh day,” Lebrac noi voi day du y thic
v€ vai trd va trach nhiém ctia n6 véi toan quan.

“May tin la chung s¢€ td1 a?”

“Néu khong t6i thi ching dung 13 mot 1d ia dun!” Ro6i dé giai thich ménh
Iénh vira r61 nd noi thém:

“Bon chung c6 vai dira chay nhanh lam, may thang rua bo tui bay nhé day!
Hiéu chua, Boulot? Ché c6 dé bi chiing tom!

Nhét da cho day thi. Pua nhitng vién ngon nhit cho dtra nao ¢6 gian thun.
Can than kéo ro1 mat da! Minh di t61 Bui Cay Lon.”

Ving dat Saute ctia xi - phia bong Bic trai dai toi canh rimg Teurd, Tay
Nam t6i rimg Velrans - 13 mot miéng dat hinh chit nhat da dugc san bang,
dai khoang mot nghin nam tram mét, rong tadm tram met. Hai bia cua hai
canh rimg 13 hai bd ngin ciua miéng dat; chd bo dudi, sat dong rudng, bi
chian bai mét bire tuong da, song song vdi mot hang giau dugc mdot vat day
nhitng bui cay bdo vé; chd bo trén, gidi han manh dat khong rd rét lam va
duoc danh dau bang may mo da bé hoang nim mat hut trong mot canh rimng
vO gia tri gdm nhitng bui dé va phi day kit khong hé duoc khai thac. Nhung
ngay ca vung dit ndy ciing ddy nhitng bui, nhitng khoém, nhimg lum cay,
nhiing cay moc roi rac khién né tro thanh mot bai chién truong 1y tuong.

Mot con dudng trai da hoi doc tir Longeverne 1én gan nhu cat chéo manh dé:c
hinh chir nhat nay, cach bia rung Velrans nam muoi mét nd ngoat that gat de



xe ¢O chd nang co thé 1én téi dinh khong qua vat va.

Chd ngoit ndy moc déy nhitng cum s0i, bui gai, lum man, khom phi. Nguoi
ta goi no 1a Bui Cay Lon.

Nam quanh con duong \{é phia dudi la nhimg mo da 16 thién do Pepiot
Khoco chan va Laugu Coi xay khai thac, day la nhing ke khi say van tu
xung la cdc nha doanh nghiép, ré1 doi khi c6 ca Abel Chudt nira.

Con d61 voi 11 tré thi nhitng moé da nay la kho dan duogc tuyét voi va vo tan.

Tu bi€t bao nam qua, trén miéng dat dinh ménh cach déu hai lang nay,
nhitng thé hé tré Longeverne va Velrans da choang nhau, ném d4 nhau va
chui bo1 nhau cat luc boi cir moéi1 mua thu va mua dong 1a cude chién lai tai
dién.

Pam tré Longeverne thuong chi tién toi chd ngoat thoi, chir khong di han
vao con duong vong, tuy phia bén kia van 1a dat cua lang ching, ca khu rirng
Velrans ciing thé; nhung vi khu rung nay nam sat ngay lang dich nén quan
dich dung né lam chién liy, noi rat quan va an nau an toan khi bi truy kich,
khién d3 doi 1an Lebrac cau tiét noi:

“Tlrc chét duoc! Lac nao ta cling c6 cam tudng bi xam lang!”

Céc chién si an banh mi xong chua duoc nam phut thi Camus - chuyén gia
leo treo - da leo I€n cay so01 cao d€ canh gac; no ra hi¢u l1a bén bo rung dich
c6 nhitng dong day rat kha nghi.

“Tao d3 bao ma!” Lebrac reo 1én. “Nao, nip ngay di dé bon chung tuéng chi
c6 mot minh tao thoi. Bay gid tao tién ra khiéu khich bon ching! Gau, gau,
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d6p di ndo! Ro6i néu chiing nhao ra dé bat tao thi... hap...!

No6i xong Lebrac budc ra tir chd nip trong bui gai, bat dau cudc dbi thoai
theo nhirng cung cach quen thudc:

(Pén day ban doc nam nir ‘hay cho phep t61 duge thém vao mot tinh tiét phu
va ngd mot 1oi khuyén. Dé ¢ ging c6 dugc sy trung thuc vé mit lich st toi
da budc phai dung thtr ngdn ngit khong thong dung noi cung dinh hay céc
phong khach. Téi khong vi thé ma xau ho hay ngan ngai, vi tAim guong cia
thay Rabelais dd giup t6i manh dan. Tuy nhién vi cac ngai Falliéres hay



Bérenger khong thé sanh duoc véi vua Franois I, cling nhu toi khong thé
sanh duoc véi tim guong cao quy cua t6i, va lai vi thoi thé da thay ddi, nén
t61 khuyén ban doc nao co doi tai tinh té va tim hon nhay cam hiy bo qua
nam hodc sau trang. Va bay gio ta trd lai voi Lebrac:)

“E, ra mat di cht, d6 khdn kiép, d6 ca chén, do luoi chay thay, dd chét tiét!
Néu may khong phai do hen thi chuong cai mat met ban thiu cua may ra di!”

'9’

“Con may, dd ché chét, lai gﬁn nira xem nao!” phe dich dap lai.

“Thang AztecH# ddy,” Camus néi. “Tao con thiy ca thing Méo, thing
Khoeo, thang Tatti va thang Mat Banh duc nita. C4 mot 14.”

Puoc thong béo, Lebrac vi dai néi tiép:

“A, hoa ra 1a may ddy, thang déu! May goi dan Longeverne bon tao 13 C}‘é
non hot. Nhung tao da cho may thay bon tao c6 non hdt khong. Bon may han
da phai dem hét 4o ra dé ma chui sach nhiing gi tao viét trén ctra nha tho cua

chung bay! Bon ia dun nhu tui bay nhat dinh chang bao gio tao gan dén thé
duoc!”

“Co6 gioi thi lai gan ti nira di, do lau ca to mom... May chi dugc cai n61 mom
va c¢0 hai cai chan dé chay vat gio 1én ¢6 ma thoi!”

“Con may? Co6 gioi thi ra day, do buon gi¢ rach! Khong phai vi bd may so
dai bo & cho phién thi may tré nén giau c6 dau!”

“Con may thi sao? Cai 6 cho gia dinh may & ngap dia giay ng dén tan noc!”

“May ng nhu Chta Chom thi c6, d6 an may! May dinh bao gid thi deo cai bi
an xin cua o6ng ndi may moi khi chuong bao gio nguyén day?”

“Bén tui tao chir c6 phai Longeverne cua ching may dau ma ga lan ra chét
doi ngay gilra mua gat.”

“Con bén Velrans thi chay ran chét ngay trén so chiing bay; nguoi ta khong
biét vi chung doi hay vi hiit mau nita!

D6 Velrans



Dang khinh

Chua trum bénh Muriel]

Vua trén chui trén nhii chinh la bon mi.

“A ha!... A hal... A hal...” cac chién si Longeverne déng thanh ro 1én sau
lung thu linh cua chung. Chung khong thé giau giém va kiém ché 1au hon
nita 10ng than phuc chu tuéng va ndi cam tirc ddi phuong cta minh.

Thang Aztec dap 10i:

Do Longeverne

Ngu nhu... khec

D6 gdp phan

Ban nhw céc,

Ouy tha ma bdt chiing may!

Pén lugt minh, phe Velrans cling dong thanh nhiét liét ¢6 vii chil tuéng cua
chung bang nhiing tiéng “O! 6!” kéo dai va nhip nhang.

Hai phe chiri nhau x6i x4 nhu mua, nhu 16¢ cuon nhu cudng phong. Roi hai
chu tuong deu bi kich dong cao do sau khi quiang vao mit nhau nhitng ciu
churi kiéu c6 dién hay tan thoi nhu:

“Chuyén 10 rang ma con bay dat lam khon!”

“Ep dau, ép md, ai nd €p duyén!” Van van va van van... Va vi dang quay lai
cung cach cd, nén nhirng 10i to cao ky quac va kinh tom nhat da dugc chung

161 hét ra hit vao mat nhau véi tat ca thai do bat chinh quen thudc:

“Nay thang kia! May con nhé lic me may dai vao mon an dé lam nudc xot
cho may khong?”

“Con may c¢6 nhd me may da xin bo dai bo dé lam xa lat cho may khong?”



“Thé may c6 nhd cai ngdy bd may than thd rang tha nudi bé con hon 13 nudi
mot thang chéd chét nhu may khong?”

“Con may? May c6 nhd me may tirng néi tha cho bo bu con hon cho chi may
bu khong, vi it ra nhu thé thi me may cling khong phai chtra di trong nha!”

“Chi tao ?iy a,” théng no khong cé chi song van tra miéng, “chi tao chuyén
quiy nhuyén bo. Con bita ndo chi tao quiy cu... thi may mo t6i liém que.
Véi lai bao quanh chi tao toan 1a da phién dé 1ii coc nhai nhai ranh nhu may
khoi mo tuéng hio huyén!”

“Coi chung!” Camus kéu 1én. “Thang M¢o ban day!”

Qua that ngay luc 4y mot vién soi bay vut trén dau chiing. Chiing dap 1& bang
mot chudi cudi nhao bang. Roi chi lat sau da ciia hai bén téi tap vot qua
khung troi, trong lic d6 chung van khong ngimg vang hét nude bot ra chui
ria nhau tham té gitta Bui Cay Lén va bo ring bén kia, von liéng ngon tir
ctia c4 hai bén déu doi dao va duoc lya chon phong phti khong kém gi nhau.

Song hom ay la Chu nhat. Hai bén déu dong bo via oach nhat nén khong dira
nao, du thu linh hay tot den, dam au da vi s¢ ban quan éo.

Thanh ra 1an nay cudc chién chi gidi han & voO mom va phao binh nén khong
bén nao thi¢t hai dang ke.

Khi nha thd Velrans giong tiéng chudng dau tién nhiac nhé budi cau kinh thi
thang Aztec ra hi¢u cho dong bon rut lui, khong quén ban thém cau noi cuc
ky khiéu khich dudi day, kem theo mdt 101 chiri rua va mot vién da:

“Ngay mai bon non hot Longeverne tui bay sé& lai biét tay chung 6ng!”

“Cat me may di, 46 hén!” Lebrac ché giu. “Ctr chd day, phai ri, chd dén
mai! Ro1 bay s€ thay bon 6ng lam gi véi 1 khon ki€p nhu bay!™

R6i loat da cuo6i dugc ban 1én dé tién bon Velrans roi xudng cai ranh gitra
duong, chd ching phai di qua trén duong ve.

Phe Longeverne - hinh nhu d6ng ho thap chudng nha thd phe nay chay cham
hay doi gi¢ nguyén - nhan lic phe dich rat lui bén chuén bi cho ngay ac
chién hom sau.



Tintin ndy ra sang kién thién tai:

“Trudc khi bon ching t61 thi ndam hay sau dira minh nap trong bui cay,
khong duogc cuc cua. Ro1 khi mot dira trong bon chiing ddm lan xa thi minh
s€ tir lum cay phong ra tom ¢6 no.”

Thu linh tran phuc kich chap nhan ngay ké hoach nay va chon ldy nam dua
nhanh chén nhat dé cung mai phyc trong khi dam con lai tan coéng chinh
dién. Roi chiing quay vé lang, long himg huc lra ddu tranh va sbi suc cam
thu.



II1. Mot ngay trong dai

Vae victisHo)

Loi mot thi linh gia Gaulois néi v6i quan La MalZ.

Séang thtr Hai, trong 16p, chung con khon kho hon ca ngay thir Bay.

S6 14 b6 Simon bao Camus nhic lai khai niém “cong dan” 6ng da giang cho
ca l6p trong bai Giao duc cong dan ngay hom kia. Va n6 bi trach mang tham

t¢, chang chut kiéng né.

N6 khong nédi duge mot 161 nao va khudén mat ndé phan anh moét con dau dé
khung khiép, nhu thé 6c n6 bién thanh xi mang hét ca.

“Cong dan! Cong dan!” nhitng dtra chua s¢ vai dai nhu Camus tu hoi. “Thu
cua ng ay co thé la cai gi duge chu?”

La Crique bung tay:
“Con, thua thay!”

“Kh@ng,‘théy khong hoi em!” R6i b6 Simon quay qua Camus dang dtng do,
ltc lac dau, anh mat hoang hot.

“May khong biét nghia cua tir cong dan chir gi?”
“Thé thi chiéu nay may phai ngdi lai 16p mot gio.”
Ca bon rung minh én lanh khap song lung.

“Sao? May co6 phai cong dan khong?” bdé Simon lai hoi, muén Camus tra 101
bang duoc.

“Thua thay, phai a,” Camus dap vi suc nho ¢6 lan di voi bd t6i mot cude hop
ctr tri. Lan d6 ngai hau tudc, dai biéu quéc hoi, da dii rugu va bt tay cur tri
ctia minh. Tham chi ngai con néi chuyén vai bd no:



“Nguoi cong dan nay la con cua 6ng a? Trong cau ay thong minh lam!”

“Ngir may ma doi lam cong dan a? Cai th¢ may?” thiy gido d6 mat tia tai
gian dir quat. “O phai ! Bep mat that! Ro 1a mot cong dan tuyét voi!”

“Thua thay, khong,” Camus voi dap, nd chang ham hé gi cai danh hiéu kia.
“Tai sao may khong phai la cong dan?”

“Tra 10i rang tai di... may chua c6 16ng!” La Crique céu tiét thi tham.

“May néi gi day, La Crique?”

“Con... con nol... vi... vi...”

“Vi cai gi?”

“Vi ban 4y con qua tré.”

“Al sao, c6 dung thé khong nao?”

Pung thé. Cau tra 10i ciia La Crique nhu giot swong mai t6t lanh tudi 1én tri
nhéd kho can cua ching. Nhitng mau cdu, nhitng tinh tr, nhitng ti€éu chuan
cia mot cong dan dan dan két rap lai véi nhau. Ngay ca Camus cling bot
phan ngo ngéc, long tham hét strc cdm on an nhan La Crique da gbp phan tai
dung hinh tugng “cong dan”.

Lai mot 14n nira thoat nan.

Nhung t&i gio kiém tra bai 1am vé hé mét thi chang dira nao dam cudi nira.
Vi hom trudce khi chép bai cia nhau chung mu mam dau 6c dén ndi quén
tuot khong thay doi tir ngtr va tao ra s6 101 chinh ta tuong ung véi trinh do
moi dira - mot con so tinh dugc chinh xéc tir cac bai viét chinh ta thuong ky
moi tuan hai lan. Pang nay ching sot chit nay chir no, viét chttr hoa khong
dang cho va cham phay btra bai. Bai cua Lebrac that 1a t€. Qua dé thay dugc

long chu tudng nang triu au lo.

Va thé 13 chinh n6 bi bd Simon dé mit tia tai gian di, mét ruc ltra sau trong



kinh nhu mat méo trong dém t6i, kéu 1én bang.

Di nhién 6ng chic chin ring Lebrac d cop bai nhu moi dtra khac. Khong
con nghi ngo gi nita, cai lai 1a thtira. Song 6ng muén biét hoc trd minh c¢6 rat
ra duoc chut gi hitu ich tir cai viée cop bai trai ngugce v4i nhitng nguyén tic
ctia nén mo pham tién tién khong.

“Lebrac, met la gi?”

(19 29

“Hé mét 1a gi?”

(19 29

“Nguoi ta dinh d6 dai cua mét nhu thé nao?”
r.cO 29

Lebrac dimg qua xa chd La Crlque ngdi. N6 vénh tai, nhin tran, va mo héi,
tuy€t vong c6 nhd xem co6 khai niém mang mang nao lién quan khong. Cudi
cing nd cling mo ho, rat mo hd nhé ra hai cai tén Delambre va La
Condamine 13 hai nha khoa hoc ling danh di cing do mot kinh tuyén.
Chang may dau 6c n6 lai lién tuong Delambre v&i nhitng Ong tau bang da
bot ruc sang sau cira kinh cua 140 cha ty thudc 14 Léon. Thanh ra né danh
lidu tra 101 v6i tat ca ndi hoai nghi von co trong nhitng trudng hop nghiém
trong thé nay:

“Pé 1a... d6 1a Lécume va Lecont8l... Lecon!”

“Ha? Ai co? May noi gi?” b6 Simon gian dir tot do ngat 10i. “Bay gid may
lai con dam phi bang ca cac nha bac hoc nira day! May tao ton that! Ma thu
ngon ngit cua may cling hay dao dé. bang khen lam!”

“May c6 biét,” bé Simon néi tiép dé don ép ké bat hanh, “may co biét rang
chinh bé may da yéu cau tao d€ mat dén may khong?

Tao nghe néi rang vé nha may chang lam gi hét. Ca ngay may chi chay
nhong ngoai duong nhu bon ma ca bong, nhu phuong vo lai, trom cap thay
vi nghi dén chuyén got rira dau oc.



Nhung hdy nghe day: néu t6i muoi mot gid ma may khong lip lai dugc
nhiing gi tao sdp on cho may va Il ban @n hai cua may thi tao canh bao voi
may rang trudc mat, mdi chiéu may s€ phai ngoi lai 1p tir bén dén sau gio,
cho dén khi may thudc bai. Nh¢ day!”

Gia thir than ZeusH2! ¢ giang bua tAm sét xudng 16p hoc thi chung ciing
khong hoang hot bang. Ca bon nhu thé bi sét danh tan thanh timg manh vun
trudce 101 de doa dang s¢ nay.

Hom ay Lebrac va i ban, ca 16n 1an bé, hét sirc cham cha nghe thay giao
sang sang giang vé nhiing sai sot ctia cac hé do ludng cii va su can thiét phai
c6 mot hé do luong thong nhat. Tuy trong thadm tAm chung khong déng ¥ voi
kiéu do dudng kinh tuyén tir Dunkerque t&i Barcelone, tuy chiing mic xéac
nhitng gian khé Delambre va nhitng rdy ra Méchain di phai duong dau,
nhung ching vin c6 nhap tim moi chi tiét vi quyén loi riéng. Camus,
Lebrac, Tintin va ca La Crique nira - thang nday vén thudc phe “Tién bo” - va
nhitng dira khéc trinh trong thé rang dé tudng nhé ndi kinh hoang nay, sudt
doi ching s€ chi do va tinh bang pié voi patl?Y nhu 6ng cha chung xua kia
ma, lay Chua, van chiang sao ca con hon 1a sir dung thtr hé¢ do luong mac
dich kia da suyt bién ching thanh 1ii non hot dudi mat phe dich.

Buoi chiéu it séng gid hon. Chang thudc k¥ tiéu st nhirg chién si Gaulois vi
dai ma chung hang ton kinh. Ca Lebrac 1an Camus ciing nhu khong dtra ndo
khac bi ngdi lai 16p sau bon gid chiéu vi mdi dira, ma dac biét 1a vi tha linh,
déu di nd luc dang ké hau 1am hai long bd gia Simon ca chdn.

Lan nay s& thay ai non hot, ai khong.

Do sang sudt nén ngay tir lac trua Tintin va nim chién si d3 bo bita an chiéu
vao cdp nén chung di trude, trong khi nhitg dtra khac phai tat vé nha lay
banh mi. Roi trudc khi quan dich xuat hién, va khi 1oi quyét chién cua phe
Longeverne: “To ba bon Velrans” vang 1én thi chung d3 ngdi thoai mai trong
chd nip, san sang trudc moi bién cb bat ngd cia tran danh giap 14 ca.

Tai dua nao cling déy da cuc, co vai dura con ldy mii va khan mui soa dung
nita. Nhitng dta ban gian na can than kiém tra lai Vong day. Da so nhiing
dira 16n trang bi gy goc bang nhitng canh ciy gai hoic g1a0 bang gb cay phi
v6i cac nat that nhin bong duogc trui lira va nhimg mili gido dugc 1am cho
ctng lai. Co vai cai dugc to diém thém bang nhitng hoa tiét tho so do chu
ctia chling roc 10p vo cay thanh nhitng vong xanh trang xen k& nhau van vén



nhu da ngua van hay nhu’ng vét xam minh ctia moi da den. “Trong vua bén
vira dep,” Boulot néi, c6 18 vi khiéu thim my cta né khong sic bén bang miii
gido chang.

Ngay khi d6i tién tiéu cta hai phe dang churi raa va ném da vao nhau nhu
mua thi dai binh d61 bén 6 at xong to1.

Chting dan phong tuyén cach nhau chua diy nim muoi mét. Cac chién binh
nap sau nhimng bui cdy, lac nhay sang phai khi nhay sang trai tranh da. Hai
phe khiéu khich nhau, chui rua nhau, thach nhau lai gan hon, goi nhau la dd
tho dé, d6 chét nhat, réi ném da vao nhau dé sau d6 lai ctr thé tiép tuc.

Nhin chung thi thé tran khong phan thang bai rd rang. Khi thi phe Velrans
chiém thuong phong, ltc thi phe Longeverne vung gay tao bao xong 1én
chiém duoc lgi thé nhung lai phai sém rat lui trude mua da cua dich quan.

Thé nhung mot tén Velrans da bi tring da vao mat ca chan va phai khap
khiéng lui vao rimg. Bén phe Longeverne, thang Camus - ngdi cheo leo trén
cdy soi diéu khién gian na khéo 1éo nhu khi - khong tranh kip mot vién da
ctia tay Velrans ndo ddy - no tin rang cta thing Méo - nén toac dau chay
mau.

N6 phai leo xuéng muon khian rit vét thuong. Tuy vay cudc chién van chua
nga ngu Nhung Gibus anh nhat dinh dung ké mai phuc cua Tintin dé - nhu
né noi - cho mot thang Velrans phai “dd song dd chét”. Thé 1a sau khi hoiy
vo1 Lebrac, n6 gia vo mot minh len 101 t61 bén canh bui cay noi Tintin nap dé
tir d6 tn céng vao man suon quan dich. N6 di chuyén that hd hénh, ¢6 y dé
cho mot vai dtra dich nhin thay, lam bo khong nhén ra dong thai cua dobi
phuong. N6 bo, truon di, thAm mé co trong bung khi thay thang Mit Banh
duc va hai thing Velrans khac dang cung chuan bi dot kich né vi ching tin
chic vao sttc manh tap thé ctia minh c6 thé chong lai duoc mot thang 1¢ loi.

Cho nén noé van c6 tinh khinh suat tién 1én trong lic ba thang Velrans kia
truon to1 sat bén.

Ngay lac ay Lebrac phong vot 1én dé thu hut dai quan dich con Tintin, ndy
gi0 nap sau bui cay theo doi tinh hinh, ra I¢énh cho 1ii ban:

“Chuan bi, tyi bay! Sap rdi diy nhé!”



Khi ba tay Velrans bat ngd xuét hién tir gitra nhitng bui cdy va dién~cu6ng
lao 1én dudi Gibus anh thi n6 dang ¢ bén vung dat Velrans, cach cho phuc
kich sau budc.

Lam nhu thé bi tan cong bat ngo, ga chién binh Longeverne quay dau bo
chay. Nhung no chay rat chdm dé bon kia rat ngin khoang cach va dinh ninh
s€ tom duogc no.

Khi Gibus anh chay ngang chd Tintin nup thi thang Mat Banh duc va hai dua
kia da duoi sat got.

Bay gio Tintin lién ra hi€u tan cong ro61 cung nam chién hiru vot Ién, cat
duong lui cua bon Velrans, miéng hét vang khung khiép.

“Tém lay thang Mit Banh duc!” nd gao to.

Moi chuyén dién ra that troi chay. Ba tén dich, do nguoi vi khlep s¢' trude cu
tan cong bat ngd, dung stng lai réi méi voi va quay dau chay vé tran tuyén
cua chung. Hai tén thoat dugc, ding nhu Tintin tién li¢u. Con thang Mit
Banh duc bi sau doi tay tom gon, nang 1én nhu mot goi hang dua ve tran
tuyen ctiia phe Longeverne trong tiéng v tay reo ho nhu sam day ctia quan
chién thang.

Doi quan Velrans tré nén hon loan va rat vao rung, trong khi quan
Longeverne bu quanh gi ti binh ho vang ming chién thang. Miat Banh duc,
bi vay ham trong bdn vong canh gac, hau nhu khong gidy giva noi va chét gi

vi su ¢0 nay.

“Nay, anh ban, thé 1a anh ban bi tdm c6 161 nhe,” Lebrac vi dai hung dit noi.
“Tot, cir dg1 mot chut roi1 s€ thay.”

“Qi gioi oi! Cac anh khong dugc 1am gi em diy nhé!” Mit Banh duc lap bap.
“Duoc chir, bé con. Bé may khoi kéu chung tao 14 6 cho chét voi non hot.”
“Pau phai em! Oi giodi oi! Cac anh dinh 1am gi em?”

“Pua dao day!” Lebrac ra Iénh.

“Oi, me oi! Cac anh dinh cat gi cia em m&i dugce chir?”



“Tai!” Tintin gam lén.
“Ro61 mii1,” Camus dé thém.
“Ro1 cai chim,” La Crique tiép loi.

“Va hai hot nira chur,” Lebrac bo tic. “Ching tao muén xem nd co6 non
khong.”

“Minh phai that cai biu trude, gibng nhu nguoi ta thién bé vay,” Gambette

noi, “ro la no cling tung phu viéc hoan thu vat.”
“Han ro1! Pra nao co6 day gai?”
“Day,” Gibus em dap.

“Cac anh khong dugc dong dén em! Néu khong em s€ mach me!” tu binh
meu mao.

“Me may hay ong gido hoang thi lam déch gi duoc tao!” Lebrac dap tra vé
giéu cot.

“Em cling mach cha xr luon!” Mat Banh dac kinh hai n61 thém.
“Tao da bao roi ma: ong 4y lam déch gi dugc tao!”

“Mach ca thay gido nita!” thang nhéc chdp mat lia lia.

“Ong 4y ciing chang 1am déch gi duoc tao!

May lai con muén doa chung tao a! That qua lam! Ct&r chd ddy roi khac biét,
thang cho!

Pua tao con dao!”

Lam lam dao trong tay, Lebrac tién lai gﬁn nan nhan cua no. Thoat tién no
vudt séng dao 1én hai tai Mat Banh dtc. Cam thiy kim loai lanh trén tai
thang nho tin la quan dich lam that nén bat dau ntc nd va gao toang lén.
Thay thé Lebrac hét sic hai 10ng nén ‘ngung lai mot thoang roi bét tay vao
viéc ma nd goi 1a “nghiém tic chinh don” 40 quan thing nho.



N6 bat dau v6i chiée 4o khoac. No cit roi khuy moéc kim loai & cd 40, cat hét
clic & cb tay, cac cic khac trén 4o, roc hét cac 16 khuy roi dua cho Camus
tung cai mon d6 dd tré nén vo dung Ay 1én. Chc va 16 khuyét 4o len cung
chiu chung s6 phan, khi day deo 40 bi xtr ly xong, chung cling tung ndt cai
40 len 1én. Sau d6 dén luot chiéc 40 so mi. O co, than ao va co tay khong
mot chiéc ctic hay 15 khuyet nao thoat nan. Bi s dén cudi cing 14 cai quan:
nap tai, khoa, tai, cic va 16 khuyét déu chung sé phan. Day thun cot v& bi
tich thu, day giay bi cat 1am ba muoi sau khic.

“0! May khong mic quan 16t a2” Lebrac ngd vao trong chiéc quan sooc bi
tut xuong bap chan Mat Banh duc va hoi.

“Xong roi. Bay gio thi cat dil”

NO néi, va ¢t nhu mot bdi thaim trung thuc ctia nha nude cong hoa chi hanh
dong theo luong tri chr khong vi thu ghét hay so hii, dé két thuc, Lebrac chi
d4 cho gi tu binh mot ctt manh mé ra trd vao chd ma cai lung bi mat di tén
g0i cua no.

Chang chiéc 4o chiéc quan ndo ctia Mit Banh dtc con lanh 1in. N6 dung
khoc, nho thé va khon kho, gitra ddm quan thu dang cudi nhao va la 6.

“Bay gid lai ddy ma bat tao di!” Gibus anh cham choc trong luc thang kia
mic chiéc 4o len khong cai cuc duoc nita, bén ngoai 1a chiéc 4o khoac long
thong nhu miéng da dé. N6 cb nhét hai vat 40 so mi khon kho vao quan mai
ma khong dugc.

“Nay, bay gio thi co ma nghe me¢ may noi gi nhe!” Camus tha ga tu binh vé
v6i nhirng 161 nhu mudi x4t vao vét thuong.

Trong bong t6i nha nhem, thang Mat Banh duc nirc no rén ri kéu than, 18t bét
1& d6i gidy cur ludn tudt khoi chan vé phia ring bén kia, 101 ban bé no dang
thap thom cho. Ching xim quanh nd, déng vién va cb gitp nod trong kha
nang co thé.

Trong anh chiéu ta chiing khong con nhin rd ké thu dang & phia Pong dudi
kia, chi nghe thay tiéng reo ho va ti€éng thach thic day cham choc cua dao

quan Longeverne chién thang.

Sau rot Lebrac dtc két tinh hinh thé nay:



“Thé 14 bon minh d3 cho chung biét mat. Chung s& nhé doi!”

Khi khong thdy dong tinh gi phia b ring bén kia nira va khing dinh duoc
ngay hom nay dung la ngay cua bon chung, dam Longeverne maéi di nhu bay
qua miéng dat chung cua xa dén tan mo da cua lao Pepiot.

Tai day ching xép thanh hang sau. Camus dan dau, tay cam gy budc chiéc
khan tham mau nhu la quan ky, Lebrac vung giao di canh doan quén, nhiing
dua kia khoac tay nhau budc theo Iénh cua chu tuong. Chiung bude déu, nén
g6t giay kéo vé Longeverne, vira di vira gan c¢0 hat:

Chiing ta di hién ngang gianh thang loi vé vang

Chung ta pha tan moi rao can

Tuw do dan buée chan ta,

Twr Bdc chi Nam vang tieng ken xong tran

Ay la gio chién ddu ciia ta...



IV. Nhiing that bai dau tién

Chiing vdy ta nhw vdy da thii, nhitng tuéng cé thé quang lwdi bt dwoc ta.
Nhung ta sé luon duodi bung chung ma thoat than.

Vua Henri IV (thw giti M. De Batz, tong trin Euse, Armagnac, ngay
11.3.1586)

Nhiing ngay tiép theo thang lgi dang ghi nhd ndy c6 yén tinh hon d6i chut.
Vitng tin vao chién thang ctia phe minh, Lebrac vi dai va dao quan cta nd
nam trong tay loi thé. Voi thir gido 1am tir canh cdy dé vot nhon bang dao va
chuét lai bang manh chai, v6i guom gd deo ling lang mot bén ngudi bang
day thép boc day gai chung m¢ nhiing trén danh dang so khlen bon Velrans
run rdy. Ching ban da nhu mua budc quin dich phai lui vé tan bia rimg cua
minh.

Mit Banh duc tré nén than trong, dung tit & cudi hang. Chung khong bat
duoc ti binh cling chang gay ra dugc thuong tich nao hét.

Tinh hinh c6 1& s& giang dai hoai nhu thé, nhung chang may budi hoc sang
tha Bay da tr¢ thanh tham hoa cho dam Longeverne. Lebrac vi dai déa c6
nhoi nhét vao dau nhitng boi sd va ude sb cla met, vi né tin 16 bd Simon, vi
c6 1an 6ng ndi néu ta ranh nhitng bdi va udce sd ctia mot phép do ludong thi
cling ranh luén nhitng phép do luong khac. Thé ma bay gio 6ng khong thém
biét 1a c6 kilolit va myrialit21].

N6 16n tung pheo gitra hectolit, hai lit, d4u va nira lit, kién thirc sich vo va
kinh nghiém ban than khién no bi giit lai 16p tir bon dén nam gi(y chiéu ma
khong co bat ky hy vong thoat than nao, tham chi con phai ngdi lau hon nira
néu can thiét, va néu né khong théa min duoc tat ca cac cau hoi cua thay
gio.

“B6 Simon nay ay a, néu da gay su thi s€ lvu manh, déu cang phai biét!”

S6 phan dd muén Tintin, Gibus anh va Boulot phai cing chiu chung tai hoa
nay. Chi riéng Camus d3 né tranh kiéu gi d6 va La Crique von ludn ranh ré
moi chuyén thoat nan dé chiéu hom ay hudng dan dao quin Longeverne da
yéu san vi Gambette khong dén duoc, no phai dan con dé cai nha né di nhay
duc, mot vai dra khac thi budc phai vé nha ngay dé chuin bi vé sinh cho
ngay hom sau.



“C0¢ I€ chi€u nay minh ding di thi hon,” Lebrac tram ngam noi.

Camus gidy nay 1én. Khong di a? Bua sao chu? Chu tuéng nghi gi vé no,
thang Camus nay? Thé thi bon kia goi dam Longeverne 1a 1ii non hot ciing
phai lam!

Lebrac dao dong phuc tung nhing ly 1€ nay va khang dinh rang ngay sau khi
duoc thay gido tha (chung s€ ra stc hoc!) no s€ cung Tintin, Boulot va Gibus
anh dén tran dia ture thi.

Nhung né hoi lo. Nhé ngay mot ngdy quan trong nhu thé ndy ma né 1a chu
tudng lai khong chi huy dugce. That chan mé doi!

Camus tran an ban ro61 sau vai 101 chia tay ngan gon, lic bon gio n6d kéo cac
chién htru ra mat tran.

Tuy vay né cam théy ban khoan trude trong trach méi nay. N6 mai miét suy
nghi, cling co thé bi gidy vo bdi nhitng linh cam 16 mo, nén quén béng viéc
nhic nho 1 ban khong duge dé 160 minh trude khi toi chién hao & Bui Cay
Lon.

Bon Velrans dé toi trn dia trude. Chung ngac nhién vi khong thay gi. Chiing
ra Iénh cho mdt dura trong bon, thang Méo, leo 1én cay quan sat tinh hinh.

Tir trén cdy doan, thang Méo thdy dao quan 1éo téo cua d6i phuong dang
khinh suat tién budc trén duong. N6 tham sudéng mé toi, khong ngdt cua
quay nhu ¢4 mac cau.

R61 n6 thong bao ngay cho dong doi vé quan so leo teo cua phe dich va sy
vang mat cua Lebrac.

Thﬁng, Aztec khat khao tra thu cho }héng Mit Banh duc lién nghi ngay ra
mot k€ hoach tan cong va pho bién ké hoach do.

Moi dau ching s& lam nhu khong biét gi ca, cir danh theo kiéu tir trude dén
nay. Tién 1én r6i lui, roi lai tién 1én nira doan duong. Va sau mot lan gia rut
lui ching s& 30 a0 nhu mot con 16c x6ng téi phong tuyén dbi phuong, danh
toi ta dura nao khang cu, bét séng that nhiéu ti binh 16i vé bia rung cho
chung ném mui dau kho cua ké chién bai.



Chiép thuat cua chung la nhu thé. Khi théng Aztec ho 16n “Dich vat tui bay!”
thi hét thay linh ctia n6 cung vung gy ao theo chu tudng.

Thing Méo vira leo Xuong cay doan thi nghe tur Bui Cay Lon vang 1én tiéng
Camus ho xung tran: “T6 ba bon Velrans!” Rdi trdn chién mé man theo cach
nhu tr trude to1 nay.

V6i tu cach chit tuéng 18 ra Camus phai ding dudi dat dicu khicn quén linh,
song vi thoi quen - cal tho1 quen treo cay chét tict - nen no quén nhu:ng cin
trong cua mot nguoi tong chi huy ma leo t6t 1én cdy soi quen thudc dé tir 6
nd d4a vao hang ngii ddi phuong.

Ngbi thoai mai trén mot chac cay dugc lua chon va b tri k§ cang, Camus
vira ngam muc tiéu vura kéo cang day na, mleng da nam chinh giira chac cay,
hai phan day thun dé dai déu. P4 vot riu riu vé phia bon Velrans lam nat 14
hodc triing vao than cdy bat 1én nhitng tiéng kho khéc.

Camus nghi rang tran danh hom nay ciing s& dién tién y nhu moi lan trudc.
N6 dau ngo quan dich da hoach dinh mdt dot tién cong danh chung tan tanh,
vi tur khi hai phe thu dich t61 nay lan nao bon Velrans cling déu thua va thao
chay.

Moi chuyén dién ra tot dep duoc khoang nira gio va khi Camus dang cam
thay yén 1ong vi da hoan thanh nhiém vu va chi con tinh sir dung s6 da con
lai sao cho that ¢o loi thi tiéng ho Xung tran cua thing Aztec vang I€n va no
chtmg kién canh lii Velrans khi thé himg hue, dir doi, quyét thing a0 3o xong
t61 khién no chét sitng trén canh cay, khong thét duogc 101 nao.

Khi nghe tiéng rao rao kinh khung 4y va thay quan dich vung giao cung gay
ao dén thi dam quan Longeveme trong tinh trang hoang hét, thoai chi, qua
I¢o téo, ben quay nguoi, vat chan 1én co bo tron, phong hét toc luc bang
nhitng budc dai vé huéng moé da Laugu. Khong dira nao dam ngoai nhin lai,
vi nghi rang minh bi toan bd quan dich bam sat got.

Tuy déng hon han nhung khi téi Bui Cdy Lén dao quan Velrans van giam
toc do chut it vi s mot tran mua da tuyét vong cua doi phuong. Nhung vi
khong thay gi hét nén chiing manh dan chui vao lum cay ram rap lung suc.

Hoi 6i! Chang thay gi ca, chang co ai ca, thing Aztec dang than thim nhu
vay thi n6 phat hién ra Camus ta ng6i xom trén cady nhu mot con soc run sg.



No thot lén tiéng Al mang am hu:0’ng chién thing, thim tu chic ming ring
tran tan cong nay khong dén ndi xoi hong, bong khong. Roi no ra 1énh cho
g3 tu binh leo xudng ngay tirc khic.

Camus biét chic sé phan nao dang chd doi minh mot khi roi khoi chd an
nap, va vi con it d trong tai nén nd hét to “Cu... tao!” dap lai 16i ra lénh
khinh man kia. N6 con dang moi tii quan tim da thi thing Aztec khong budn
nhic lai 101 moi bat lich sy ma ra 1énh cho quan né ném da dé 16i co “con
chim” kia xudng.

Camus chua kip cang na thi mot tran mua da khung khiép ddi vao no t4i tap
khién n6 budc phai 1ay canh tay che nguc va hai ban tay che mat.

May thay nhi€u dira Velrans vi qua ham hd nén ném hut muc ti€u, nhung
mot vai dora ném trung phoc. Bum, trang lung! Bum, tring mi¢ng! Bum,
trung vai! Bum, tring mong! Bum, trang 6ng chan! Mot vién nira va lai mot
vién nira!

“Sao, thang quy, may c6 xudng ngay khong?” thang Aztec kéu.

Qua that thang Camus dang thuong khong c6 du tay de vura che nguoi vura
xoa bop. N6 dang dinh dau hang thi tiéng ho xung tran va tiéng ho hét khiép
dam ctia chil tudng né dan quan quay trd lai tran dia khién n6 nhu dugc phép
la giai thoat khoi hoan canh dang s¢ nay.

N6 tir tir budng mdt canh tay, roi canh tay kia. N6 r& rim nguoi, ngang nhin
va... no thay... thay gi?

Kinh hoang qua! Kinh hoang khong ta xiét! Pao quan Longeverne do Tintin
va Gibus anh dan dau, la het va tho khong ra hoi t61 Bui Cay Lon trong khi
Il Velrans rat vé bia rung, keéo theo Lebrac b1 bat [am tu binh.

“Lebrac! Lebrac! Chua oi, Lebrac!” Camus rén ri. “Sao lai thé duoc? Chaa
o1 la Chua o1, mot tram vi thanh than o1!”

Tiéng kéu tuyét vong cua Camus vong xuong dam Longeverne dang kéo dén
giai clru no.

“Lebrac!” Tintin dap vong lai. “N6 khong c6 day a?” Roi né giai thich: “Khi
bon tao vura td1 chan Saute thi thay phe minh chay nhu thé ca 1ii. Lebrac



phong t6i don dau hét:

‘Dung lai!... Chay di dau? Camus dau?’

‘Camus ¢ trén cay s0i cuia nd,” mot dira ma t6il22] khong 10, tra 101.

‘Thé La Crique?’

‘La Crique a... Tui tao khong biét!’

‘Tui bay bo roi hai dl’rg nhu vay dugc a? Ca chon! T}_li bay bélméc hai dua
né,cho bon Velrans bat 1am tu binh a? Tui bay 1a d6 hen! Tién 1€n! Mau!
Tién lén!”

R6i nod phong di va bon tao ho hét chay theo sau. Nhung no chay trudc bon
tao it nhat ciing hai muoi budc va cé 1& bon kia xtm lai tom né mat roi.”

“Pung the¢, bon chiing tom dugc no roi. Ca chdn, ca chdn!” Camus rén ri roi
tuy€t vong tut tu trén cay xudng.

“C6 gi dau ma da s¢ vai ra quan thé! Bon minh ctru no6 ra thoi!”

“Chiing d6ng gap d6i minh,” mot dira bo chay hoi ndy rut ré cai. “Minh choi
khong lai bon chung dau, ma co6 khi con bi ching bat thém vai dira ntra. Bira
nay minh khong con cach nao khac hon la doi; ching dau dam giét n6.”

“Giét thi khong,” Camus dong y. “Nhung ma ctic 4o cic quan cia no! Chi vi
né mudn giai ctru tao thoéi! Xui tdn mang! N6 that co 1y khi bao rang chiéu
nay bon minh dung nén ra quan. Phai luon luén tuan 161 chu tuéng mai
dang!”

“Nhung con La Crique dau? Khong ai thay La Crique a? May c6 thay chung
tom luon ca n6 khong day?”

“Khong, tao khong tin,” Camus dap. “Tao khong thiy n6 bi bon ching din
di. C¢6 1€ n6 chudn qua nhitng lum cay phia trén kia.”

Trong luc bon Longeverne dang than thd va Camus, trong con tuyét vong ma
tham hoa nay gdy nén, nhan thirc ra su can thiét va nhiing loi ich cua ky luat
nghiém minh thi chgt co6 tieng ga go gay khién chiing giat minh.



“La Crique ddy,” Gibus anh noi.

Dung thé, dung la La Crique. Luc bon Velrans ao at dot kich thi né nhu mot
con cao ludn gitra nhtng bui cay chudn thoat. Bay gid no tir ving trén quay
vé va han né da trong thiy gi ddy nén né néi ngay:

“Oi, tui bay oi, néu ma tui bay thay dugc bon ching da lam gi vo1 Lebrac!
Tao thay khong rd 1am, nhung tao nghe tiéng kéu khing khiép!”

R6i no thu thap moi day nho va kim bang cua ca bon dé chip va tam 4o quan
chu tudng nhat dinh s€ bi bon kia cat to1 ta hét.

Qua that, chuyén dién ra & bia ring dung 13 dang so.

Quan dich da bao vay, troi Lebrac va xtim lai 161 n6 di. Sy viéc dién ra qua
nhanh khién méi dau né khong hiéu cu thé ra sao. Nhung khi tinh tao lai,
nhan rd tinh hinh réi thi lac théng Aztec cAm dao tién lai dé tra thu, no lién
chtng t6 cho bon khén kiép nay biét mat trai Longeverne.

N6 dung dau, ban chan, ban tay, khuyu tay, mong, dau gbi va ca rang dé huc,
da, vot 1én, tat tai, dap, thui, can, chong cu hét stc dit doi, day nga daa nay,
kéo rach do dira khéc, tong vao mili thang thu nhat, thui vao mit thang thur
hai, dam vao tai thang thur ba, luc thi nghe tiéng bum bup, luc thi nghe tiéng
rang ric. Bi xé toac mat nua tay ao khoac nhung cudi cung n6 van thoat
duoc. N6 dang dinh vot vé hudng Longeverne bang 16i phong tuyét voi cua
minh thi vap phai cu ngang chan hiém doc cua thang Mat Banh duc. N6 ngi
song soai, mom ha hoc, tay sodi ra, miii ké trén mot cai hang chudt chiii.

N6 khong kip tho. Trude khi nd nghi dugce dén chuyen ti gbi dung 1én thi da
bi ca chuc dura x6ng vao de nghlen chan tay, r61 bup! bop! va lai bup! bop!
trong luc d6 mdt dira kham ngudi no, tich thu con dao ré1 dung mui soa cua
chinh n6 nhét vao miéng no.

Thiang Aztec chu tri vu ndy dua thang Mit Banh duc, nguoi ctru van tinh
hinh, chiéc gdy bang canh dé va Iénh cho n6 - mdt ménh 1€nh hoan toan thtra
- dap cho ga tu binh sau gay moi lan gad map meé chém cua quay.

Lebrac dau phai 1a dia chiu ding im. Thanh ra méng n6 tim bam vét roi, dé
roi cudi cung né danh phai ding im.



“Ném don di, do6 con lon!” thang Mat Banh dtc néi. “May mudn cat chim va
hot cia 6ng ma! Cu doi day, gio thi 6ng s€ cat cia may cho ma xem!”

Ching khong cit nhitng thir Ay cta Lebrac, nhung khong chiéc cic, 16
khuyet khuy moéc, day giay nao thoat khoi sy tra thu, va Lebrac, that tran,
tran trui, bAm gip, luc dugc tra ty do cling & vao tinh trang tham hai gidng
hét thang Mait Banh dac nam ngay trudc.

Nhung trai Longeverne dau them khoc 16c nhu bon Velrans. Lebrac dung la
c¢6 ¢t cach cha tudng; né tire sui bot mép va duong nhu khong biét dau 1a
gi. Khan vura dugc 161 khoi miéng n6 ben churi nhu tat nude vao mat bon da
hanh ha no, réng no khinh bi cung cuc va mai mai cam ghét bon chiing.

Than 6i, Lebrac néi thé hoi qua som! La chién théng kia, chac chan nam
duoc no trong tay, lién cho né ném mui ngay tirc khac bang cach lai lay giy
dan n6 mot tran va do xuéng nguoi nd nhitng cu dam da.

Lebrac, bai tran, mudn nd tung vi dién gian va tuyét vong, say cam han va
khat khao tra thu, cudi cung cling dugc tha. Mat meo mo, no budc vai budce
roi ngdi thup xuong sau mot bui cay nho, nhu dé ngdi khoc cho ngudi ngoai
hay tim vai ba chiéc gai dé tam va viu cai quan.

No gian cam gan. N6 giam chan, nam chit hai ban tay, ngh1en rang ken ket
va can vao dat. Roi nd chot ngung phat lai nhu thé mui vi cay dang nay
khién né bat ngd nay ra sang kién.

Vang 6 d6 6i da xudng téi nhimg canh lo tho 14 ctia canh rimg khién duong
chan troi nhu xa thém, nai doi trong mém mai va canh vat thém yéu kiéu sau
khi dugc con gi6 manh lam hoi sinh. Co6 tiéng cho6 b1 xich sua noi xa; mot
con qua goi béy vé to ngu. Bon Velrans cam lang, con bon Longeverne cling
khong n61 mot 101 nao.

Lebrac ngoi khuat sau mot bui cay thao glay ra (nao c6 kho gi!), nhet doi vo
teng beng vao doi giay bi lay mat day, coi 4o len va quan cdc dé cudn glay
vao trong roi nhét ca vao 4o khoac ma né budc tim bon goc thanh cai tay nai
nho, chi mic doc chiée so mi clin cdn vat 4o phat pho trong gi10.

Roi mot tay giit tay nai, hai ngén ciia ban tay kia toc 40 so mi, né chot dimg
thang nguoi trudc mat dich quan, chi tay vao mong, goi It vura thang né
bang nhiing t€n nhu do bo, d6 lon, bon khon kiép va do hen. R6i n6 phong



hét stc bo chay trong bong chiéu nha nhem, trong tiéng chui béi cua li
Velrans va tiéng da rit bén tai.



V. Hau qua cua mot tham hoa
Hét dom dau nay dén dau dén khdc
Oi! thir thach cang lic cang cam go.
Victor Hugo23l (Nim thdang kinh hoang)

Nguoi ta that co 1y khi bao rang hoa v don chi! Chinh La Crique vé sau da
noi cau cham ngdn nay, tuy n6é khong phai 1a tac gia.

Lebrac, toc tai 40 x6ng phat pho trong gid, vira 16n tiéng chiri bon khén kiép
Velrans vira chay t6i khuc quanh & Saute thi khong thay 1ii ban ctia nd dau,
nhung lai dung ngay phai bo Zéphirin, vién cyu binh timg chién dau ¢ chau
Phi ma moi ngudi thuong goi la lao Bédouinl24; ldo gilr cai chirc truong
tudn tam thuong trong x4 ma ta c¢6 thé nhan thay qua tam lac mau vang duoc
lau chui bong nhoang lap lanh giira nhitng nép gap cta chiéc 40 choang mau
xanh da tro1 lic nao cling tinh twom cua l3o.

That may cho Lebrac vi dai, vi ldo Bédouin, nguoi dai dién cong quyén &
Longeverne, hoi ling tai va mat ciing khong con tinh tudng may.

Léo dang quay vé, hay sip quay vé, sau chuyén tuén tra thuong ngay thi
tiéng chiri bdi tru tréo cua Lebrac - vi da phai quan quai dudi ban tay lu
Velrans - khién ldo dimg budc. Vi tung bi mot so thang nhai ranh mat day
trong lang choc gheo nén 1do tin chic rang tleng théa ma ning né cua thang
nhdc gan nhu tran trudng dang chay kia nham vao ldo. Lio lai cang khong
nghi ngd gi ntra khi nghe 16 cac tiéng chiri nhu “dd con lon” hay “quan cho
chét” ma theo suy nghi logic va rd rang cta lao thi chi co thé nhdm vao mot
nguoi dai dién “phap nuat”. Lao kién quyét (trudc hét vi nhiém vu) phai
tring tri thang 10i vo liém si ndy vi né vira pham thuan phong my tuc vua
xuc pham danh dy cua hoi dong x4, nén 140 lién dudi theo dé tom cd nd hay
it nhat cling dé biét no 13 ai, rdi sém hay muon cling s€ cho né mot tran don
nén than, “nhan danh phap luat”.

Nhu’ng Lebrac cling nhin thiy 130 Bédouin va nhitng ¥ d6 thu nghich tir tiéng

“thang 1éu 16ng!” 130 thot ra, nén no nhanh chong ngodt sang bén trai, chay
1én phia trén vat dat cong roi chui bién vao bui cdy, trong khi ké truy dudi nd
vung gay hét toang:
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“Thang oat con ban thiu! Ong s€ tom dugc may cho ma xem!

Pam Longeverne nap ¢ Bui Cay Lon hét hon hét via vé sy kién bat ngd nay,
ching tr6 nhiing cdp mat ci vo theo doi hanh dong cua lao Bédouin.

“Chinh n6 day. Phai, chac chan la n6 r61!” La Crique no1, y chi chu tudng
cua minh.

“No lai choi cho bon kia mot vo nira r61!” Tintin nhan xét. “Thé mdi 1la nam
nhi!” n6 chuyén giong, chtra chan niém cam phuc chu tudng.

“Lao choé ché't,néy con dinh pha quiy chung minh bao 1au nita day?” Camus
vura hot vira 18y hai ban tay kho chai san xoa bop nhing ché dau trén than
thé.

N6 da dinh bao Tintin hodc La Crique ra du lao Bédouin khoi cai noi co 1€
Lebrac dang an tron bang cach chii 150 truong tuan mot loat nhiing tiéng
thoa ma that dau, chéng han nhu: gia dau ma ngu, do ké gian, do mang bénh
lau tir chau Phi va nhiéu tiéng chui khac ma thinh thoang chung nghe 16m
dugc khi nguoi 16n trong lang tro chuyén.

Nhung né khong can dung téi bién phap nay vi chi lat sau da thay lao cyu
binh theo dudng cii quay tré xudng. Lao 16n tiéng churi bon nhoc mat day,
doa s& kéo tai chung va thé 1a mot ngay nao do sé tong chung vao nha giam
cua xa cho chiing lam ban mdt vai gio véi 1l chudt cua nha may pho mat.

Ngay lap tirc, Camus lién gia tiéng ga gd xam gy - tin hiéu tap hop cua phe
Longeveme va dap lai tiéng tra 10i vong dén no gay thém ba tiéng lién tiép
nita cho vi chién hitu dang tuyét vong ciia minh biét rang méi nguy hiém da
tam qua.

Tiép do, sau nhitng lum cay, khi tlen lai gan, chiing phat hién thay cai dang
ban dau khong rd 1am va trang trang cua Lebrac, tay xach boc quan 4o ti teo,
roi nhirng dudng nét trén guong mat méo xéch vi gian ditr cia no hién ro ra.

“Roi s& biét tay 6ng! Roi s& biét tay ong!”

Tam thoi Lebract23] chi thét ra dugc co thé thoi. Nudc mat lung trong, nd
nghién rang, dir dr ndm dam de doa vé phia lang Velrans.



Bon ching xim quanh Lebrac.

Chung gom gbdp hét moi day nhg, dinh ghim mong giup n6d c6 dugec mdt bd
trang phyc tam tam dé quay vé lang. Chung lay day roi ngua x6 mot chiéc
gidy, chiéc kia voi dy cot chuodi klem Hai s¢i day bén lai dé cot v & khoeo
chan. Mot chiéc kim bang gai cua quan. Camus con mudn hy sinh soi thun
budc na dé 1am that lung cho sép, nhung Lebrac di lich su tir chdi. Vai chiée
gai moc nhu:ng 16 khuy rach toang hoac. Tuy nhién cai ao khoac hoi bi léch
ra sau, cai 40 so mi rach co khong ctru van nodi, con tay 40 bi mat han mot
miéng to 13 bang ching hung hon vé tran chién dau kinh hon dong phach ma
ngudi chién binh Lebrac da phai kinh qua.

DPugc va viu tam xong, Lebrac budn ba cli nhin minh tir trén Xuéng dudi,
ngam nghi khong biét an mic thé nay thi vé nha s& an bao nhiéu cai da dit.
N6 tom tat két qua ciia su suy nghi ndy bang mot cdu ngan gon khién dam
linh ctia n6 lanh té1 tan tim:

“Chiia oi! Thé nay thi vé nha nat dit mat thoi!”

Tiép theo 101 tién tri nay 1a ca mot sy im ling ndo né. Hién nhién khong dira
nao nghi ra cau tra 101 thich dang, nén chung danh thiéu ndo ling 18 1& giay
dé gd vé lang trong bong dém dang xudng.

Lan nay khac 1an tro vé hom thir Hai biét may! Bong dém am dam va ning
triu khién chung budn thé thiét. Khong mét vi sao ndo lap lanh trong nhiing
dam may bat than kéo kin bau trdi. Nhitng btrc tudng xam bén duong nhu
lang 1€ theo got tham hoa cua ching; nhiing bui cay budng ru canh con nhu
nhanh 1iéu budn, con nhitng chién binh Longeverne that théu 1€ budc nhu thé
dé giay cua chung triu nang moi khén cung cua nhan loai va tat ca ndi budn
cia mua thu.

Khong dira nao né1 mot 101 vi s¢ 1am nang thém nhing au lo tang thuong cua
vi chu tuong bai tran. Tiéng hat khai hoan cua bon Velrans ki€u hanh trén
duong vé theo lan gi6 Tay Nam vang td1 khién chung cang thém dau kho:

Ta la gido ddn Co déc, day la niém vinh quang ciia ta,

Day la hy vong va ché dwa ciia ta...

Vi Velrans 1a dat cua cac c¢6 dao, con Longeverne 1a dat cua phe Do.



Taé1 Cay Boan To chiung dung lai theo thoi quen. Lebrac pha tan sy im lang:

“Sang mai vao hoéi chudng thanh le thr hai minh s€ gap nhau ¢ gleng giat,”
no lam ra ve ran roi, song giong van run run chimg to nd lo so mot diéu gi d6
ric roi, rat mo hd ma ding ra 13 chic chan sé& xay toi.

“U,” chiing dap gon 10n, con Camus-bj-ném-da tién lai lang 1€ siét chat tay
no, trong khi dam quan ti teo kia tadn di rat nhanh, theo nhitng con duong
mon va duong l6n dan vé nha ching.

Khi Lebrac vé t&i nha ¢ gan giéng trén, no thay ngon den dau da duoc thap
trong can phong c6 10 sudi, va qua nhitng rém ctra he hé, n6 thay ca nha
dang an toi.

N6 run 1én. Thé nay thi tiéu tan niém hy vong cubi clng rang s€ khong ai
thiy né 1én vao nha trong bd canh 16i théi 1éch théch ma sé phan den dui da
gay cho no.

Nhung suy di tinh lai no thay rang som mudn gi cling s€ phai d6i mat chuyén
nay, thé 1a vo1 long quyét tam don nhan tat ca, né nhic then cai cira bép, di
qua bép rdi day canh ctra dan vao cian phong c6 10 sudi.

B6 Lebrac vi that hoc nén lai cang chu trong chuyén “dao duc”. Boi thé ong
doi hoi thang con 6ng ngay tir budi hoc dau tién trong nién khoa phai ra stic
dui mai kinh sach, mot viéc hoan toan khong twong xung ti nao voi dau oc
cua thang hoc tro Lebrac. Thinh thoang 6ng t61 no1 chuyén voi b6 Simon vé

van dé nay va khan thiét yéu cau bd néu can thi ding quén cho n6 mot tran
va clr viéc thang tay trimg tri. Chac chan 6 ong khong bénh thang con Ong nhu
nhtng thr cha me ngu dot “khong biét thé nao 1a t6t cho con”; khong nhirng
thé, néu nd bi don & trudng thi vé nha 6ng con cho thém tran nita.

Nhu ta thay, bé Lebrac quan niém that lac hau vé su pham nhung lai c6
nhitng nguyén tac that rd rang ma ong ung dung it ra véi su tin tudng viing
chac, cho du khong dat két qua gi.

Méi chleu nay, sau khi cho 1l bo udng nuoc xong, ong to1 gap thay gido
dang ngoi hut tau dudi mai vom nha lang gan giéng gitta dé hoi han xem

thang con dng cu xur thé nio.

Di nhién 6ng dugc cho biét 1a thang Lebrac phai ngdi lai 16p t6i bon gio



rudi, ro1 nd tra 1o1 troi chdy bai hoc ma luc sang ndé khong thude, dicu do
ching t6 rang néu no6 chiu hoc thi... c6 phai thé khong a...

“Thang luo1!” ong bo kéu. “Thay biét 1a ndé khong hé mang duogc lay mot
quyén sach vé nha cht? Thay cir cho nd nhi€u bai lam vao, tinh toan, chia
dong ttr, cai gi cling duoc! Thay dung lo, to1 nay to1 s€ cho n6 mot tran!”

B6 Lebrac dang & trong tdm trang nhu thé thi thang con budc qua ngudng
cua.

Ca nha da ngdi vao ban va in xap xong r6i. Ong bd dau doi mi, tay cam dao
dang dinh xat miéng thit xong khoi dat trén 16p bap cai thanh timg miéng
day mong tuy bao tir I6n nho cua tung nguoi thi canh cira mé kéo ket va
thang con 6ng 16 mit.

“A, cuoi cung thi may cling v€,” 6ng no1 nua sang, ntra gicu cot bao trudce
viéc chang lanh.
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Lebrac thay c im thin thit 1 khon ngoan hon ca nén ling 1& ngodi vao ghé ¢
cudi ban. N6 khong bi€t ong bo dinh lam gi.

“An xap d1,” me no6 cau nhau. “Nguoi hét r61.”
2 . "
“Va cai ao khoac lai,” 6ng bo no1 thém. “May trong ct nhu ga lai dé.”

Béng mot dong tac manh mé song vo ich Lebrac kéo lai chiéc 40 khoac lung
lo trén nguo1 nd, nhung khong cai ctic hay moc khoen - vi 1y do ta da biét.

“Tao bao cai 40 khodc co ma,” dng bo nhac. “Véi lai, may ¢ dau veé the? Pau
phai tu truong veé gio nay?”

“Con mat khuy moc 4o khoac ro1,” Lebrac 1am bam, khong tra 161 thang vao
cau hoi.

“Chua long lanh o1, sao lai thé duoc!” ba me kéu 1én. “Lii vo tich su nay! L
an hai nay! Chung pha hong moi thir, x¢é nat moi thir, nu6t tréi moi thir! Ngit
ching may roi 16n 1€n s€ thanh gi day?”

“Thé con hai tay a0 thi sao?” 60ng b0 nodi xen vao. “Chang 1€ may cling mat
y
cuc tay 4o luén a?”



“Vang,” Lebrac tht nhan.

Diéu phat hién médi nay cung véi viéc no vé tré cho thay day 1a mot chuyén
hét sttc khong binh thuong va dua dén mot man ki€m tra ti mi.

Lebrac cam thdy mat né do téi tan chan toc.
“Chét cha! Thé nay thi hong kiéu rdi!”
“La1 ding gitta nha cho tao xem!”

Ong b6 nang chup dén 1én va tai hoa ma Lebrac phai himg chiu d phoi bay
hét murc do trude bon cip mit soi moi clia ca nha. Nhitng ban tay bé ban rat
nhiét tinh va day hao y nhung quéa vung vé chang nhiing khong va viu duoc
40 quan né d& hon ma con 1am tham hai thém.

“Chua oi! Do con lon! Quan 1on giéng' Do vo tich sy! Phu:(‘)’ng voO lai!” Ong
b gam 1én sau mdi phat hién méi. Ao len va 40 so mi mat sach cic, ctra
quan gai kim bang, mot chiéc kim bang & cap quan, day gidy bang thir soi
manh.

“Sao, may sinh tu dau ra thé, hé thang chét tigt?” B6 Lebrac gam Ién, ong
khong thé ngd duoc minh 14 mot cong dan tot lai co thé sinh ra mot thang
nhoc thé nay, con ba me rén ri vi ngdy nao thang con troi danh cling khién ba
lam ludn tay ma van khong hét viéc.

“Ro6i may tuong rang s& thé nay mai dugc a?” ong bd hoi tiép. “May tudng
tao chiu tiép tuc b tién ra dé nudi day mot thang khén kiép nhu may u, mot
thang vo tich sy ca ¢ nha ldn ¢ trudng hay ¢ bat cit dau khac u? Chiéu nay
tao méi vira hoi thay gido may day!”

(19 29

“Ro1 tao s€ cho may biét tay, do an cudp! May nén nhd rang trai cai huan
9 .
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khong phai xay cho ché. Liéu hon!

(11 29

“Trudc mat may khong dugce an bita toi nay! O kia, Chua a, sao may khong
m¢& miéng ra? May nghich & ddu ma dén noi nay?”



(11 29

“A, may khong mudbn néi gi, thang nhai ranh, & phai, thuc thé! Cho day, lay
Chua, tao s€ bugc may phai m¢ miéng!”

Vira n6i bd Lebrac vira rat tir déng cui bén canh 16 suéi mot canh cay phi
vira déo vira bén, roi ong kéo 4o tut qu?m théng con, quét cho mot tran nhé
doi khién né 1an 10n, quﬁn quai, sui bot mép, thd ran va kéu gao dén ndi kinh
clra sO rung ca lén.

ROi, sau khi da thyc thi cong ly, ong sang giong noi thém, khién nod khong
cdi duoc: “Bay gio di ngu. Lién trc thi. Lay Chua! Tao ma con nghe thay
‘quai gi do’!...”

Lebrac mét bd nguoi nam dai trén nhitng tim ném nhdi 14 ngd va rom yén
mach. N6 cam thay ki€t strc, chén tay nhu bi gdy, mong rat nhu bi phong,
dau 6c quay cudng. NO tran qua trd lai that 1au, ngdm nghi that lau, that 1au
va thiép di cing tham hoa ctia minh.



VI. Ké hoach tac chién
. tran truéng

La vé dep ta vira méi 16i ra tir gidc ngi.

Racine (Britanicus, man 2, hoi 2)
Sang hom sau thirc ddy sau mot gidc nga ning né nhu say ruou, Lebrac
cham chap du6i nguoi trong cam gidc that lung da bam giap con bung thi doi
con cao.
N6 nhd lai chuyén hom qua va 6 mat nhu ¢6 ludng hoi néng xong 1én dau.
Ao quan n6 vut bira bai dudi chan givdng va khap phong 13 bang chimg vé
noi dau dén tham sau ma chu cua chung da phai hing chiu trudc khi co1 bo
ching.
Lebrac ngam nghi chac ong bb di ngudi gian sau mot dém ngh day giac. No
doan gio giac qua tiéng 6n o trong nha va ngoai phd. Li bo di tir mang
nuoc tro ve, me no dang d6 thirc 4n vao mang cho ching. P den lic phai
day dé 1am nhiing viéc sang Cha nhat nao né ciing phai lam, néu khong
muon bi trirng phat nang hon, do6 1a chui sach va danh bong nam doéi giay cua
ca nha, chat day cui vao gid va lay nudc day binh tuoi.
Lebrac nhay ra khoi givdng, chup mil 1én dau. Roi hai ban tay né sd nin cai
mong dau rat. Vi khong c6 guong dé€ soi nén nd c6 hét strc ngoai co nhin qua
vai:
Moéng no6 d6 va nhiéu lan tim.

Phai ching d6 1a vét roi ctia thang Mit Banh dtc? Hay ctia b n6? C6 18 cua
ca hai.

N6 lai dé burng mat téi tan chan toéc vi nhuc nha va gian dir:
Bon Velrans khon kiép! Chung s€ phai dén mon no nay!

Ngay sau do, nd x0 tat roi1 tim chi€c quan cii nd van mac khi phai 1am nhiing
viéc co the khién quan 4o dep bi ban va hong. Nhe ngay hom nay mai tic



chi! Nhung né khong ban khoan gi vé su trd tréu ctia hoan canh ma di
xuodng bép.

Lot dung luc me¢ n6 khong c6 ¢ day, n6 thudng trong chan mot khic banh mi
day, giau trong tii quan, thinh thoang gam mot mleng to, nhai mudn treo
quai ham. Roi n6 16i gidy ra, ra sttc chai nhu thé chiéu hom qua khong ¢
chuyén gi xay ra ca.

B0 n6 vira treo roi ngua 1€n cai méc sat ¢ cay cot da ngay chinh gitra nha bép
vua nghiém khac liéc nhanh né mot cai khi di qua nhung khong hé mo1 noi
161 nao.

Con ba me, sau khi né da xong viéc va an mot dia xap 16t da, trong chung no
lam v¢ sinh than thé ngay Chu nhat.

Can phai noi rang Lebrac clng gidng nhu phan 16n [t ban no - trur thang La
Crique - c6 mdi quan hé rat xa x6i, nghia 1a khong gan giii, vdi nudc; nod so
nudc y nhu con meo Mitis cua nha nd. N6 chi thyc sy wa nudce trong cac con
ranh la noi no rat thich 16i bi bdm ciing nhur nudc tao ra lyc day lam quay cai
cbi xay nho vo1 gau do no tu tao co truc bang gd cdy com chay va la gudng
bang gb phi.

Ngay ca trong tuan, mic cho bo Simon noi con thinh nd no cung khong bao
gid tam tap ma chi rira hai ban tay 13 th phai chia ra dé ong kiém tra xem c6
sach s€ hay khong, hon ntra né thuong dung cat thay vi xa phong. Nhung
ngay Chu nhat thi n6 phai nghién rang cau co chiu tran. M¢ né dung mot
miéng gi¢ tho bang vai bong khong ho da thAm nudc va xat xa phong, manh
tay ky co mat, co va tai no. Ben trong 16 tai me no cling khong nuong nhe ti
nao voi mot goc khian uét xoan lai nhu cai khoan. Sang hom nay Lebrac
khong hé dam kéu la phan ddi. Sau khi thang bo canh cho ngay Chu nhat nd
duoc phép ra khoi nha vao hdi chudng thanh le thtr hai, song bé me né mia
mai chir khong hé giit lich su canh bao né rang chi can thém mdot lan nhu
hom qua thaoi, thi...

C4 dao quan Longeverne da tu hop dﬁy du. Cac chién binh tro chuyén huyén
thuyén, ki€ém diém 1an nira v€ tran that bai va thap thom cho dgi chu tudng.

Nhitng 4nh mat long lanh nhin Lebrac nhu thAm héi han khién n6 boi hoi
xuc dong, nhung n6 van di téi gdp dam linh cua minh mot cach than nhién.



“U,” n6 ndi, “tao bi mot tran toi boi hoa 1a. Nhung dd sao! Dau chét dugec.

RO rang tao c6 mat & day. Tuy nhién minh con thi€u no bon kia va chiung sé
. y. luy :

phai trd minh.”

Cach noi nay, thoat tién c¢6 ve chang logic gi vo1 nguoi ngoai cudc, nhung lai
duoc ca lii chdp nhan ngay, vi chiing v tay tan thudng.

“Ctr thé nay thi khong dugc!” Lebrac noi tiép. “Khong, minh nhat dinh phai
nghi ra ké gi ddy. Tao khong mudn vé nha an don 1an nira, vi trude hét tao sé
bi cam ra khoi nha, hon ntra minh phai bat bon ching trd mon ng hom qua.
Minh phéi c4n nhic trong budi thanh 18 rdi chiéu nay minh thao luan chuyén
nay lan nita.”

Ngay liic 4y dam con gai di ngang qua. Chung ciing cung nhau di 1&. Khi di
qua san nha thd ching dua mat td mo nhin Lebrac “dé xem bd dang néd gio
thé nao”; vi chiing cling hay tin tinh hinh chién tran va qua anh em rudt hay
anh em ho cua minh ma biét rang hom qua, chu tuong, du ngoan cuong
chong tra, Van phai chiu s6 phan ké chién bai va vé nha trong tinh trang thiéu
nao 4o quan toi ta.

Lebrac khong phai 1a dira nhit nhat, nhung nhitng tia mat hing huc lira kia
khién né d6 mit tia tai. Niém tu hao cua thﬁng con trai lam thu linh bi ton
thuong ghé gom qua tran chién bai va ndi nhyc nha tam thoi kia, va né cang
thay khoén khoé hon nita khi ban gai cua no, em thang Tintin, nhin nd du yém
dén tuyét vong, mdgt cai nhin buon ba, lo lang, udt at va diu dang, nhu noi
v6i n6 mot cach day thuyét phuc rang cd bé chia sé sau sic sy khong may
ctia n6 va du thé nao thi co cling vin danh tinh cam thiét tha cho ké da duoc
trai tim cO lua chon.

Nhung dau hi¢u men thuong 16 rét kia khong lam Lebrac yén tam. No muon
gy duoc 4n tuong tot trong_ mit ¢o ban bang moi gia co. Cho nén nd bé dam
ban lai, kéo tay Tintin ra chd khac roi hoi khi hai dra mat doi mit:

“ft nhat may cling ké cho em may su vu dung nhu that chu?”

“Di nhién!” thang kia cam doan. “No6 khoc toang 1én vi tlrc gian; nd con bao
néu thang Mat Banh duc lot vao tay no6 thi s€ bi n6 méc mat.”

“Thé may c6 noi rang s¢ di the chi bdi vi tao mudn ciru thang Camus va bon
ching chang doi nao bat dugc tao néu tui bay nhanh chan hon mdot chut



khong?”

“C6 chur! Tao ké nod nghe hét moi chuyén! Tham chi tao con ké rﬁng sudt
trong lac bi chiing né hanh ha may khong ra mét giot nudc mat va cudi cling
may con chong mong vao ching nd nita. Cha, nd ngac nhién qua ching!
Marie thich may 1am dy, ¢ tin di. N6 con nhd tao hon may, nhung giita
chung ta, may biét day, gitra dan 6ng v6i nhau thi dau c6 duogc, ky cuc 1am!
Nhung cai chinh la may biét nod nghi thé nao! Chac, bd téo oi, phu nit ma...
khi ho yéu... N6 con bao rang néu ranh thi lan téi n6 sé& cd gang theo sau bon
minh dé dinh lai cic cho may trong trudng hop may bi chung tém 1an nira.”

“B06 khi! Con lau ching mdéi tom dugce tao lan nira!” Lebrac thé. Nhung né
rat xuc dong.

“Bao em may rang ltc nao lai di cho phién & Vercel tao s€ mang vé cho ¢d
bé mot cai banh qué, khong phai thir nho dau, th that to co. May biét loai
banh gia sdu xu mot cai, hai bén c6 viét chim ngdn ay.”

“Q, Marie s& vui 1am khi nghe tao ké,” Tintin ca quyét. N6 xao xuyén nghi
ngay to1 chuyén em no6 van chia cho né nhitng mon trang miéng. Thanh thir
no6 16 tay khi n61 thém trong con hao hung:

“Co thé ba dra minh s€ cung an cai banh qué ay.”
“Tao dau dinh mua cho may hay cho tao, ma mua cho c6 bé!”
9

“U, tao b@é’t, phai roi! Nhung may biét day... tao chi chot nghi rang c6 thé nd
s€ lam the!”

“Dau vy ciing khong dugc,” Lebrac tram ngam dap. Ro6i chung vao nha tho
trong tieéng chudng gidong gia.

MJi dtra con trai téi ngdi & chd ma chung - do thoa thuan, do uy tin ca nhan
hay do stc manh ctia nim dam - da gianh duoc qua ban céi lau dai hay
nhanh chéng hay qua do stc (nhitng chd ngon lanh nhat ¢ ngay ké bén diy
ghé cua dam con gai). Roi dira nay moc thi ldy ra trang hat, dra kia mot
quyén sach kinh, dtra khac mot birc anh thanh cho c6 vé  thich hop”.

Lebrac, giong nhu bon kia, moc tii 4o khoac lay ra mot quyén sach kinh cii
ky, bia da son mon, chir that to, di vat cuia mot nguoi ba mat kém, va mé bura



mot trang nao dfiy, chi dé cho c6 vé, khdi bi trach.

N6 chang quan tAm gi t6i bai kinh dén ndi cam nguoc quyén sach, va trong
lic nhin dam dam ma khong thiy gi vao nhitng chir cai to tudng cta bai kinh
cho dam cuoi bang tiéng La tinh n6 suy nghi xem chiéu nay s& de nghi gi voi
dam si tot ctia né; vi, nd biét tong 1a nhu moi khi dam ngu ngdc chet tiét kia
s& chiang nghi ra dugc gi rao. Chung s¢€ lai van dé minh no quyet dinh phai
lam gi dé ngan ngira mbi nguy co khing khiép dang it nhiéu de doa tat ca
bon chung.

Tintin ¢t phai huych dé Lebrac quy xuong, dung 1én hay ngdi theo ding
nghi 18 cho ting lic. Thay Lebrac khong hé ngd qua dam con gai lan nao
trong khi bon nay thinh thoang lai liéc trom xem mot ké vira bi an don nhir
tor gian dir ra sao, Tintin rut ra két luan rﬁng dau oc chu tudng cua nd dang
cang thang ghé gom.

Lebrac, von thuong ua giai phap triét dé, da chon mot trong nhiéu kha ning
nay ra trong oc no; roi khi cac chién binh Longeverne tu hop ¢ mo da Pepiot
sau thanh 1€ chiéu thi n6 dé nghi thang véi chiing rd rang, tram tinh va khong
chut vong vo.

“Chi c6 mot cach chac chan dé bao vé quan 4o cua minh thoi, d6 la khong
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mic gi hét. Cho nén tao dé nghi minh coi trudng danh nhau!

“Tran nhu nhong 4?” s6 dong chién hitu thang thét kéu 1€n, sung sOt, thAm
chi kinh hoang; giai phap qua dang nay co 1€ da lam chung xau ho.

“Duing thé,” Lebrac dap. “‘Néu hém qua tyi bay phai ném don thi chic chan
tui bay cling s€ khong ngan ngai gi ma no6i nhu tao.”

Lebrac khong c6 y dinh 1oe 1 ban, nhung dé thuyét phuc ching, n6 ké ti mi
n}}ﬁ’ng noi dau thé xac lan tinh than khi bi bat ¢ bia rrng va sy chao don
nong nhiét ¢ nha.

“Nhung nhd c6 ai di ngang qua,” Boulot phan d6i. “Ngo nhd c6 mot tay an
may tinh co di toi roi 1y mat d6 cua bon minh hodc nhd minh bi ldo
Bédouin bat duoc!”

“Mot 1a minh giau d6 cua minh di,” Lebrac dap, “hai 1a néu can minh cir mot
dra canh gifr.



Con néu c6 ai thay tui minh r61 dam nguong thi ho chi viéc nhin qua cho
khac. Con lao Bédouin ay a... minh coi ra cai coc gi! Tui bay thay chiéu hom
qua tao lam gi véi 13o r61 ma!”

“0), nhung ma...” Boulot noi, & rang khong himg thu chuyén & trudng trude
nguoi khac.

“Thé ddy!” Camus néi xen vao va khoa miéng thing kia bang mot luan ct
khong cai dugc: “Tao biét tai sao may khong dam coi trudng roi. May s tui
tao thay cai bot rugu vang trén méng may rdi cuoi nhao chur gi. Boulot o1,
may v6 van qua! Cai b6t trén mong thi an thua gi! Nao phai vi thé ma may la
da que quat dau, thanh ra viéc gi phai xau ho! Vét bot ay ching qua 1a do
khi c6 mang may me¢ may bong théem udng ruou vang, roi lai gdi mong ngay
lac do. Phai, may co6 vét bot chinh vi thé! Ma thém ruou vang thi dau co gi
xau.

Khi mang bau dan ba c6 nhi€u y nghi la lam, do61 khi kinh toém ntra co, cac bo
a. To timg nghe mot ba do & Rocfontaine k€ v&1 me td rang ¢6 nhirng ba bau

'3’

chi thich an cu... thoi1!
“Cu é?”

“U'”

“Eo o1!”

“That déy, cic bod a, thdm chi phéan cua linh trang va du thr do day dén cho
cling khong ngtri no1 tur xa.”

“Luc ay ho dién a?” Tétard kéu lén.

“Hién nhién. Trong, trudc va sau luc dy.”

“DAu sao thi bd tao van ludn bao thé va tao tin 101 bd tao. Khong thé lam gi
dé ho dung kéu than nhu ga bi vat 16ng luc dang song nhan! Trai y mot ti 1a
an tat ngay.”

“U, dtng thé. Pan ba 14 thr xau xa!”

“Thé nao day, minh c6 chiu ¢ trudng danh nhau khong? Co6 hay khong?”



Lebrac nhic lai.

“Minh phai bé phiéu méi duge!” Boulot doi hoi. RS rang nd khong thoai mai
phai phoi cai mong c6 vet b6t mang dau tich thém uong vang ciia me no.

“May that 1a ngu ngdc!” Tintin néi. “Tao dd ndi 14 tyi tao khong thém dé ¥
dén vét b6t ciia may mal”

“Tui bay thi khong, nhung... bon Velrans... néu chung thdy vét bét... thi,
thi... khong, tao khong thich!”

Bay gio La Crique mdi can thiép, c6 dan xép tinh hinh:

“Xem nao, néu Boulot mdc nguyén quan 4o con bon minh & truong danh
nhau thi c6 dugc khong?”

“Khéng duogc, khong dugc!” ¢6 vai chién binh phan d6i. Nhitng diéu Camus
vira tiét 16 1am ching t0 mo vé co thé cla thr?mg ban, chiung mudn duoc tan
mat thay dau vét cua sy thém mudn. Nén chung kién quyét doi Boulot ciing
phai ¢ trudng nhu moi ngudi.

“Nao, Boulot, cho 1&i ngu xuin ndy xem vét bét ciia may di!” La Crique
khuy€n khich. “Chung ngu hon ca dau goi tao! Han la chiing chua timg duoc
thay gi hét, ké ca chuyén bo dé hay dat dé cai cho dé duc nhay.”

Boulot biét khong lam sao khac dugc nén dé anh dﬁng phuc tung sd phén.
N6 coi day deo, budng quan xuong, ven ao 1€n ro1 chi cho dam chién si
Longeverne dang it nhiéu ham hg thay vét bét “thém mudn” trén mong no.
Sau do, nhu thuong 1€, dé nghi cua Lebrac, c6 Camus, Tintin, La Crique Ung
ho, duoc “nhat mot tri” chép thuan.

“Nhung chua hét,” Lebrac lai noi. “Minh cling can phai biét ci quan 4o &
dau va cét giau chd nao ch. Neu ngau nhién Boulot thay cO nguoi toi, chang
han b Simon hay cha xu, thi t6t hon khong nén dé ho thay minh tran nhu
nhong, kéo biét dau vé nha lai 16 théi to.”

“Tao biét chd roi,” Camus tuyén bd. Roi nha trinh sat ndy tu nguyén din
dam quéan nho bé t6i mot mo d4 boé hoang nam sau tudt trong khu rimg khai
thac cay, dugc che chin ca bdn phia, tir day c6 thé dé dang vuot qua mot thir
tang cay thap toi sau hao lily & Bui Cay Lén, nghia 13 t6i chién truong.



Chung bat 1én reo ho:

“Tuyét cit meo!”

“Hét say!”

“Chu cha, nhét roi!”

Chd nay qua thich hop that. Thé 1 ngay tai chd ching quyét dinh hom sau
Camus va hai ding si nira s€ di trudc lam trinh sat va bao vé dai quan chu
luc, trong khi dao quan nay t&i day deé goi 1a “khoac chién y™.

Trén duong vé, Lebrac kéo Camus qua mdt bén kin ddo hoi:

“May lam cach nao tim dugc mot chd thay do tuyé€t voi thé?”

“A,” Camus dap va nhay mat mot cach sudng sa véi chién hitu dong thoi 1a
chu tudng cua no.

N6 vura dua ludi liém mo1 vira lim dim mat trude cai nhin do héi lang 1€ cua
sep:

“B0 teo o1, day la chuyén cua dan ba! Lic nao chi c6 hai dira minh tao sé ké
may nghe.”



VII. Nhirng tran danh moi

Bt chot Panurge gio ban tay phai lén, thoc ngon tay cdi vao 16 miii ben
phdi, con bon ngon kia kep lai song song voi song mul nhdam nghzen mt
trai, nhwdng con mdt phdi dwdi hang 1éng may va mi mdt dang cup xuong.

Rabelais (quyén II, Chuwong XIX)

Tam gio sang tht Hai Lebrac dén truong vaoi chiéc quan va va chiéc ao
khoac moi tay a0 mdt mau, trong nhu di Hoi hoa trang.

Trude khi di me n6 nghiém khic nhac nhd no phai het strc gitr gin 40 quan;
t61 vé néu ba phat hién mot ti xiu Vet bun hay mot vét rach nho thi né sé lai
bi nhir don. N6 khong thoai mai may va thay hoi kho cir dong trong bo canh
nay, nhung chi mot luc thoi.

N6 vura vao toi san truong thi Tintin dé kin dao chuyén 16i thé non hen bién
clia em gai va loi de nghi hoi pham tuc hon nhung khong kém quan trong:
trong truong hop can thiét em né san sang co dong khau va ngay nhimg 4o
quan bi rach hoac hu hai.

Thong tin nay khong can qua nira phut. Ngay sau do hai dira chung né di t6i
nhom chinh. O day Gibus anh dang s6i noi khua méi maa mep ké dén lan
thr bay rang t6i hdm qua ti nita thi hai anh em né lai roi vao 6 phyc kich cia
lii Velrans; 1an nay bon ching khong chi chti béi va ném da ma con dinh
tom tdm than quy bau cua anh em no dé bao thu cho ha da.

May man luc 4y anh em Gibus khong con xa nha may. Hai dura lién huyt sao
goi Turc 1a con ch6 Pan Mach khong 16, may sao hom 4 ay khong bi xich. Con
cho vira chay ra hai anh em lién suyt no chbng ke dich, tiéng stia gam g,
dang dap hung han va nhiing chiéc ring nanh sic 1ém sau doi moéi do 1om
khién bon Velrans chay c6 co.

Bay gio, Gibus anh ké, hai anh em né yeu cau tay thg xay Narcisse quéng
nam rudi chiéu m01 ngay tha con cho ra dé khi can thi c6 n6 che ché hai anh
em trén dudng vé nha.

“Bon khon ki€p!” Lebrac 1am bam. “Bon khon ki€p! Chung s€ phai tra no
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chung minh! Tra that dat!



Hom 4y 12 mot ngay mua thu that dep. Nhitng dam may la la che cho mat dat
khéi bi gla dé keo nhau di khi mat troi 1€n. Khong khi am ap, lan suong trén
con sudi Vernois nhu tan vao trong nhitng tia ning dau tién, va tudt dudi kia,
sau nhirng bui cdy ¢ Saute, bia rung phe dich chia thang 1én khung troi day
nang nhirng ciy, ca non 13n gia, ta vang va do6i khi trui 4.

Mot ngdy tuyét voi dé danh nhau.
“Tbi nay chiing bay s& biét tay!” Lebrac mim cuoi noi.

Poan quan Longeverne khap khai ming. Lii chim sé va mai hoa hét liu lo
trén nhitng déng canh con va trén nhitng cy mén trong cac vudn ciy in qua.
Giong nhu 1ii chim, doan quin ciing ca hat. Mit troi 1am chung vui tuoi va
tin tuong, thanh than va sach moi uu phién. Nhimg vu phién ngay hom qua
va tran don ctia chi tuéng da xa x6i roéi. Chung choi trd nhay ctrul28! cho toi
khi vao hoc.

Khi tiéng coi ctia bd Simon ré 1én thi niém vui kia nhu bién sach. Nhiing
vang tran nhan nang triu vu tu, nhu’ng cip moi mim lai day cay dang va
trong nhitng d6i mat an mot vé tiéc nudi. Chao oi! Cude doi!...

“May thudc bai khong, Lebrac?” La Crique kin dao hoi.

“Chac, co... nhung khong thudc 1dm. Néu duoc thi ¢d nhic tao nhé! Chiéu
nay khong thé c6 chuyén b1 gilr lai 16p nhu thr Bay roi. Tao hoc ky hé mét,
tao thudc long nhiing loai qua can: loai bang gang, loai bang dong, nhing
bat con, ca nhing 1a nho giong nhu ngoai chg ntra. Nhung tao khong blet can
nhitng gi dé duoc di bau. Bb tao dd gip bd Simon r6i, chic chin néu ong
khong hoi tao bai nay thi cling hoi bai khac théi. Hy vong 6ng hoi vé hé
met.”

Piéu mong moi ciia Lebrac di dugc toai nguyén, nhung nd gip may thi
nguoc lai ban nd, Camus, lai khong may. Néu khong c6 La Crique khéo kin
dao ra hiéu bang moi va ban tay nhu nha dién kich cdm 1am ly nhét thi chét
Camus roi va chiéu hom 4y han thang nay da phai & lai 16p.

Thang nho toi nghi€p nay, nhu ching ta con nhg, may hom trude ti nira bi
phat khi dugc hoi vé dinh nghia “nguoi céng dan”, 1an nay hoan toan khong
biét gi hét vé nhitng diéu kién can c6 dé duoc di bau cu.



Nho La Crique lam hi€u, tay phai vung loan trong khong khi nhu cam chiéc
nia, bon ngon chia ra con ngodn céai quap vao, nén Camus it ra cling hiéu dugc
can bon diéu kién.

Nhung ké ra bon diéu kién nay that kho hon boi phan. Camus lam bd nhu
tam thoi mat tri nhg, tran nhan lai, ngén tay co duoi nhu thé nghi ngoi ghé
lam nhung mat khong phut nao ro1 k€ dang tim cach ctru n6 1a La Crique.

La Crique, dung mét ra hiéu, chi cho ban tim ban d6 nuéc Phap do Vidal-

Lablachel2Z v& treo trén tudng; nhung Camus, trong con bdi rdi, di hiéu
nham ctr chi khong rd rang nay nén thay vi no6i phai 1a nguoi Phap nd lai tra
101 1a phai biét “dia ny” khién ca Ii kinh hoang.

B6 Simon hoi né ¢ dién khong hay 1a n6 mudn giéu cot moi nguoi, trong
khi La Crique lo lang vé sy hiéu 1am nay nén khé nhitin vai va lic dau.

Camus tran tinh lai. Mt tia sang 16e 1én trong dau, né noi:
“Phai 1a nguoi nude do.”

“Nudc d6 1a nude nao?” thay gido quat. Cau tra 161 khong chinh xac khién
ong noi1 gian. “Nudc Pho hay Trung Hoa?”

“Nudc Phap a,” ké bi héi tra 101. “Phai 1a ngudi Phap a!”
“Pay, dugc ro1! Gi nira?”
“Gintra?” Mat no6 cau khan La Crique.

Thang nay rat dao tir trong tui, bat ludi, lam nhu dinh dam Boulot ngoi canh
dé cudp giat, roi lac dau quay quay.

Camus hiéu rang khong duoc giét nguoi hay an cap. No dap ngay nhu thé,
trong khi nhimg dwra kia, c6 La Crique dan dau, 16n tiéng tra 1oi khai quat
hon rang phai c¢6 quyén cong dan.

Khoéng dén ndi nao! Camus thd phao. Dién ta diéu kién thir ba, La Crique
phai dién dat hét stc hon nita: n6 dua tay 1én cam gia vudt rau, vé hang ria
mép dai vo hinh, thim chi nd con tho hai ban tay vao nhitng chd kin ddo dé
ra hiéu chd d6 co 16ng. Roi nd bat chudc nhan vat Panurge ciia Rabelais tro



chuyén bang cach ra dau véi ga nguoi Anh: né xoe hai ban tay chia 1én troi
hai lan, ti€p theo 1a ngdn tay cai cua ban tay phai. Nhu thé chi c6 thé 1a “hai
muoi mot”. Camus han hoan tra 101 di€u kién thir ba:

“Phai du hai muoi mot tudi a.”

“Con diéu kién thir tu!” b6 Simon thic giuc, khong khac nguoi chi tro choi
quay banh xe so tai budi 1€ mung thanh ban ménh cua lang.

Camus dua mat nhin La Crique r6i lai ngudc Ién tran, ro1 td1 tam bang va
cudi cung lai quay vé La Crique, 10ng may nd nhiu lai nhu thé ¥ chi bat luc
cua n6 dang khuay tung lan nudc tri nho.

La Crique ldy mot quyén vé roi dung ngoén tay tro vach nhitng chit cai vo
hinh 1én bia.

Thé c6 nghia 13 gi nhi? Camus chiu chét khong nghi ra! Luc nay ké nhic
kich ban bén nhan miii, hoi h¢ miéng, the ludi gitra hai ham rang va mot am
tiét vang dén tai ké bi dam tau:

“Anh ach!”

N6 chang hiéu at glap gi nén khong ngdt ngodi co vé phia La Crique. B6
Simon td mo trudc viéc thang hoc tro toan nhin mét cach ngO’ ngan vé mot
chd trong 16p nén bdng dung 6ng nay ra cai y tuong nuc cudi, la ling va lan
than 1a thinh linh quay phat nguoi lai.

Thé 1a lai thém mot tai hoa nho nita, vi 6ng bét chot bat gap La Crique dang
nhdy nho ra hi¢u. Ong cho rang n6 lén lam tro ché giéu thay sau lung dé
chung ban cuoi.

Tt thi pham nhan duoc ném ngay con gian dit day han thu:

“La Crique, sing mai may phai nop cach chia dong tir ‘lam tro khi’ voi day
du cac thi. Vé thi vi lai may hay vui long viét ‘em s€ khong’ thay vi ‘em s¢’!
Nghe chua?”

Trong 16p chi c6 mot thing déq don duy nhat cudi trude viée La Crique bi
phat: d6 1a thang Bacaillé Ca nhac. Hanh dong ngu xuan va mat doan két nay
cang lam thay gido thém byc minh nén 6ng lai truy Camus dén muc né kho



thoat noi viéc ngoi lai 16p:

“Sao? May c¢6 chiu néi cho tao biét diéu kién thur tu khong?”

Diéu kién thtr tu khong xuat dau 16 dién! Vi chi minh La Crique biét thoi.
“Hoéng mat roi!” La Crique thim nghi. “Nhung con nudc con tat”. Voi ve
ngdy tho vo to1 cia mot dira hoc tro s6t sang mudn chudc 16i cho cung cach
hon lao méi day né 1én tiéng tra 101 thay cho ngudi ban chi thiét, nhanh dén
noi thay gido khong kip ngan can:

“Phai ghi tén vao danh sach cur tri ciia xa a.”

“O kia, ai hoi may dau nao? Chang 1& may nghe thay tao hoi may a?” bod
Simon cang luc cang 16n tleng trong khi dtra hoc tro giéi nhat ciia ong to vé
an nin ngd nghéch, nguoc han voi con phan nd trong long no.

Gio hoc két thuc suén sé; nhung Tintin thi tham vao tai Lebrac:

“May co thefly thang Bacaillé khoéo khong? May biét khong, tao nghi phai dé
phong n6 day. No6 la dira mach 1€o, khong tin cay dugc dau!”

“May nghi thé that a?” Lebrac giat nay minh. “C6 bang chtng gi khong?”
“Tao khong c6 bang chimg nao hét,” Tintin dap, “nhung néu c6 chuyén gi
thi tao s€ khong ngac nhién dau. N6 1a mdt thang luon cti, mot dora dang

ngai. Tao khong wa n6i loai nhu no!”

Nhitng ngodi but quet loat soat trén gidy, viét ngdy thang: “Thir Hai... ndm
189...

Ngay tuéng nhd: nd ra cudc chién tranh vo1 Pho. Tran Forbach.”

“Tintin ndy,” Guignard thi thAm, “tao khong thay rd, Forbach hay Morbach
vay?”

“Forbach! Con Morbach la tén anh chang linh phao thu ¢ nha thang Camus
dé ké cho gia dinh Chantelot Chu nhat vira roi rang anh ta vé phep. Forbach!
Han la tén mgt vung nao day.”



Chung ling 1& 1am bai tap. Roi tiéng 6n a0 mdi lic mot tang cho thdy chiing
da lam bai xong, tranh thu thoi gian nghi gitta hai ti€t hoc d€ 6n bai cho gio
hoc t&i1 hay trao do1 suy nghi vé tinh hinh cta hai dao quan tham chién.

Khi bj khdo bai vé hé mét thi Lebrac td ra that xuét sdc. N6 biét rd cac don vi
trong lugng cling nhu cac don vi do chiéu dai, con co hai dai luong nita. No

“tung himg” nhitng myriagram28] va ta khong khac anh chang lam xiéc &
cho phién tung hing nhiing qua ta hai muoi ky. Thdm chi n6 con lam b
Simon phai stmg s6t khi né doc tron tru nhu chao va ta that chi tiét moi don
vi trong luong thong dung tir 16n nhat dén nho nhat.

“Néu bai nao may cling thudc nhu vura roi thi sang nam tao s€ dé nghi cho
may di thi tot nghiép,” bd noi.

Nhung Lebrac dau thiét tha gi chuyén thi t6t nghi¢p. Cu phal day doa voi
nhimg chinh ta, 1am tinh va lam lun, ay 13 chua ké “dia ny” véi st ky, 0,
khong, khong phai nhiing thir do! Do vay, 161 khen va hira hen cua thay giao
chang khlen nd cam dong, va néu né cudi thi chang qua la vi n6 blet chac
rang qua an tuong t6t sang nay thi du chiéu n6 co vap vap chit it vé mén str
va vian pham, b6 Simon ciing s& bo qua cho no.

Khi chudng diém bén gio, chung chay do vé nha lay khuc banh mi thudng
nhat roi ngay sau do tu tap & mo da Pepiot. Camus, c6 nhi¢m vu di tién tram,
lén duong cung Gibus anh va Gambette dé canh chimng bia rimg trong lic dai
quan nhanh chong chay di “khoéc chién y”.

Té61 noi, Camus treo 1€n cai cdy cua minh quan sat. Chua phat hién gi ca. No
tan dung thi gio dé siét lai day thit bang cao su va miéng da cta chiéc na va
phan loai nhitng vién soi né6 mang theo. Nhitng vién ngon lanh nhét cho vao
tai quﬁn trai, con lai cho vao tai phai.

Trong ltc do si tot cua Lebrac va chu tudng c¢di quan 4o duodi sy giam thi cua
Boulot, n6é cho méi dlra mot cho riéng voi mot vién dé to d€ quan ao Ién trén,
khéi lo 1am ban.

“May cam cai cOi ndy cta tao roi leo 18én cy soi kia kia,” Tintin bao Boulot.
“Néu thay 3o 4o chung tham hay mdt ga ché chét hay bat cur ai la thi théi hai

lan dé tui tao rat lui an toan.”

Dung luc iy Lebrac, dd coi xong quan 4o, hét 1én gian dir dap tay 1én tran.



“Chét cha! Ca chén qua! Tao quén khong nghi toi! Bay gid minh khong c6
tui dung soéi da.”

“Pung thé, ca chén that,” Tintin hua theo.
“R0 chan m¢ doi1!” La Crique noi. “Chi gay goc thoi thi dau c6 du.”
R6i n6 suy nghi that nhanh...

“Minh lay khdn mui soa dung so1 da vay. Ptra nao ném hét da roi thi cot
khan & c6 tay.”

Tuy khan mui soa that ra phan 16n chi cit tir 4o cii hay manh khin lau nhung
hoa ra c6 to1 hon nua ta chién si khong c6, don gian chi vi khi can thi léy
ong tay ao quét cung dugc, thanh ra voi sy thong thai cua ching, chung thay
khong can phai mang theo thtr v6 van nay lam chi cho ning.

Don trude sy phan doi cua nhiing triét gia non chogt nay, Lebrac bao ching
lay mii cia minh hay cua ban lam “ti dung da”. The 1a van dé duoc giai
quyét vura long ca bon.

“Minh xuat quan dugc chua?” n6 héi... “Vay thi, tién!”

N6 dan dau, theo sau la Tintin, r6i La Crique, rdi dén nhiing dira khac khong
nhat thiét theo thtr tu. Tay phai cAm gy, tay trai cam khin mui soa budc tim
bbén goc dung day nhimg da, chung tir tir tién 1én. Nhitng than hinh tring
tréo, manh mai hay tron tria hoi run vi lanh ndi 1én trén nén thdm cua ca
doan quan diéu hanh. Trong vong nim phut chung téi Bui Cay Lén.

Ngay lac 4y Camus md man chién sy. N6 nham ngay thang Mit Banh duc,
bao nhat dinh s€ cho thang kia v& mom.

Véi lai d3 dén luc dai quan Longeverne tién t6i. Thang Méo, ddi thu va 1a ké
bat chudc Camus, bao rang chi thay it dich quan thoi nén bon Velrans, con
say mui chién thiang chiéu hom kia, chuan bi n goi dim ba ké dich dang dbi
dau vO1 chung. Nhung khi ching tur bia rung ta ra dinh hinh thanh mai dui
tién cong thi mot trdn mua d4 4m am trat xudng budc chung phai rat lui va bi
giam nhu¢ khi.

Thang Méo vira tir trén ciy tudt xudng dé tham gia tin cong lai leo tot 1én dé



klem tra xem li¢u ¢6 vién binh dén Bui Cay Lon khong Nhung n6 chi thay
mdi thang Camus tir trén cay sOi tudt xudbng, cing na ding gan Gibus anh va
Gambette ciing dang giit vi tri phong thi. Nghia 1a khong c6 gi méi ca. Ay 1a
bdi cac chién si Longeverne, cong ngudi va run 1ap cap, da ling 18 nau minh
bat dong sau cac than cay hoac bui ram.

“Chung s¢ lai tdn cong nita day,” Lebrac kh€ tién doan. “C6 1€ minh da sai
lam khi vira ndy ném nhiéu da qua; mong rang chung khong biét 1a minh ém
binh doi chiing. Coi chirng! Chuan bj san da di. Ctr dé ching t6i that gan da,
khi nao tao ho ban!’ thi hiy khai hoa.”

Thang Aztec rat hai long vé bao cdo cia trinh sat Méo, nd nghi néu quéan
dich khong xuat hién va V?ln hanh dong gibng nhu hom thir Bay thi co nghia
1a chu tudng cua ching Vang mat va ching chi loe ngoe vai mong. Cho nén
no quyét dinh bat song thang Camus - vira mai lai leo 1€n cay sdi. Cac cd
van cta nd, van con ham hé nhé lai vu bat séng Lebrac, nhiét 1iét tan thanh.

Nhét dinh thing Camus s€ khong co thoi gio dé tau thoat; 1an nay ching s€
tom duge nd va cho né ném mui dau kho. N6 sé& phai chiu hinh phat giong y
nhu thiang Lebrac. Tir 1au nay nhtng vién da cua no da gy qua nhiéu thiét
hai trong hang ngil cta ching rdi. Pa dén luc thuc su cip thiét phai cho né
mot bai hoc nhé doi va tich thu gian na cua no.

Bon ching dé Camus yén vi xong xuo0i.

Tai nhitng vu dung do nho nho thé nay khong can chuan bi 1au, ma phé“tn 16n
1ong qua cam va ¥ chi tién céng ctia chu tuéng mai quyét dinh thang hay bai.
Nén mdt luc sau bon Velrans, tin vao sitc manh cua chung, moi vung gay
dién cudng va hét 1én nhitng tiéng man ro “A...a...a...” xong vao phan dat d6i
phuong.

Tai Bui Cay Lon bén phia Longeverne khong khi van im ang dén do c6 thé
nghe duoc tiéng rudi bay. Chi c6 tiéng gian na ciia Camus bat tanh tach ban
dan.

Lii nhoc tran trudng dang nup trong tu thé quy hay ngoi Xépq tuy lanh run lap
cap nhung khong dira nao dam thi nhan. Tay phai chung san sang da con tay

trai nam chat gay.

Lebrac dung gifta doi quan, dudi goc cay so1 cua Camus. N6 dugc than cay



che kin, chi 16 cai dau véi mai toc rdi bu t6i trude. Dudi cap 1ong may nhiu
lai mét n6 ruc lira nhin cham cham. Ban tay trai ciia né bén chén nam chat
thanh kiém chi huy deo bang day roi ngua.

NO6 theo do1 dong thai cuia quan dich, déi moi run run san sang ra hi¢u 1€nh
tan cong.

ROi bat ngd, sung sudng nhu con quy tu trong chai vot ra, toan co thé co ro
ctia n6 nhay dung 18n, tir c6 hong bat ra hiéu 1énh vang limg nhu thé nd gao
trong con dién loan:

“Biin!”
Nghe ma dung toc gay.

Tran mua d4 doi x6i xa vao dam Velrans khién chiing khyung lai. Cung ltc 4y
tiéng Lebrac hét dién cuong nhu v& 1ong nguc lai vang 1én:

“T1én 1én! Tién 1én! Tién Ién! Tién!”

Pam linh cta Lebrac, gibng nhu mot dao quan lun tir dia nguc hoang dudng
thinh linh tir dudi dat nhé 1én, tir nhitng chd trt an huyén bi phong vot ra,
tran nhu nhong, vung guom gido, vira la hét man rog vira lao vao dam quéan
Velrans v6i sttc manh khong gi chdng noi.

Do6i quan cia thang Aztec khung lai nhu bi té liét, méi dau do bat ngo, roi
dam hoang hét va cudi cung khiép dam. Khi méi nguy cir ting timg phut
timg gidy thi ching, tat ca nhu mot, quay dau tho lui nhanh hon ca luc
ching chay téi, phong nhu’ng budc dai nhu bi ma dudi vé phia canh rimg,
khong dira ndo dam ngodi co lai mot lan.

Lebrac, van tién phong nhu moi khi, vung kiém phéng téi. Hai canh tay dai
tran tryi cia né vung 1én dién cudng, d6i chan cing cap ctia nd mdi lan sai
nhirng hai mét, toan quan ao ao rugt theo sau, khéng vuong ao Vu’(')'ng quan,
ching sung suong vi dugc chay néng ca nguoi. Nhimg mii gido phe
Longeverne sap dam vao suon quén dich vbn da chay t6i duong Hao Lon.
Chuing sé& biét tay.

Nhung cudc thao chay ciia bon Velrans khong hé dung lai & d6. Trudc mat
ching la nhitng bui cay nhu birc tuong thanh, & bia rung thi thua thét nhung



cang vao sau cang ram rit. o1 quan bai tran cua Aztec khong phi pham thi
gi0 cho viéc tim cach lan lugt vugt qua Hao Lon. Nhiing dia dau vuot duoc,
con dam sau khong ngan ngai gi ma khong lao thang vao lum cay roi bat
chap tét ca, dung tay chan vach duong rit.

Con phe Longeveme khong quan khéng 4o nén tiéc thay khong truy kich
duoc vi gai goc. Tu bia mng ching nhin theo quéan dich bo trén, quing gay,
mat mi, vt lai soi da roi chay tudt gitra nhiing bui cay day gai goc, 40 quan
rach buom, thit da trdy xudc, chang khac gi by lon rimg bi vy don hay i
huou nai bi dan choé sua bao vay.

Lebrac cung v6i Tintin va Gibus anh nhay Xuong Hao Lon. N6 dinh tim vai
thang Mat Banh dac dang run nhu cay say - thang nay vira méi bi nd dap
kiém vao be suon mot tran - thi tir chd dong quan cta nd vong tdi hai tiéng
coi inh tai khién Lebrac va quan ctia n6 phai dimng lai, bo do cudc truy kich.

Thang Mit Banh duc dé lai phia sau mot mui thoi hoac bang chung cua sy
so hét via. Thé 13 né thoat duoc ciing dong bon vao tang cdy thap.

Chuyén gi thé nhi?

Lebrac va cac chién si ctia no lo lang ngoai nhin lai sau khi nghe tiéng coi
ctia Boulot. DAu sao chung ciing khong mudn bi mot nha bao vé thuan phong
my tuc, du thé tuc, ton gido, tu nhién hay bat ky cai gi khac ciia Longeverne
hay dau d6, bat gip trong thir quan 4o dang ngd nay.

Lebrac tiéc ré nhin theo bong thang Mit Banh duc roi chay ngugc dudng hao
vé phia bia rung noi linh cua né dang cho va cang mit tim cach phat hién
nguyén do dua dén tiéng coi bao dong cua Boulot.

Camus, d3 tir trén cdy leo xudng khi bat dau tran danh va nhu ching ta con
nhd van ban quan ao, than trong tién ra bo dudng quan sat chung quanh.

N6 khong phai cho lau! Ai thé kia?

Chinh thi lao Bedouin vo tich su va tho 16. Con chinh ldo cing giat nay
ngum khi nghe hai tiéng coi va dang dua cap mat kém nhém do tim khap
moi phia, mong phat hién ra 1y do bi an cia tiéng coi la thuong va bat tudng
nay!






VIII. Tra thu dich dang

Donec ponam inimicos tuos, scabellum pedum tuorum?2.
(Kinh chiéu Chii nhdt)
(Psalmo... nescio quo.)

Janotus de BragmardoY.

L3o Bédouin va Camus trong thay nhau cung luc. N6 nhan ngay ra 3o, con
120, may man thay, lai khong nhan ra no.

Tuy nhién v&i su nhay cam cta mot tay linh gia ky cuu, 130 truong tuan cam
thdy thang nho vo lai truéc mat 130 c6 lién hé thé nao diy voi tiéng coi kia
hay it ra ciing c6 thé giai thich hodc cho 140 vai théng tin. Lio bén ra hiéu
bao né dimg lai réi bude thang téi chd no.

Thay Vay, thang Boulot mu’ng hum. Vi n6 dang so 1do gia ban thiu nay s€ toi
chd né roi phat hién ra noi céc chién hitu Longeverne cat glau quan 40. Néu
the thi Boulot quyét ngan can bang moi cach. Cach hay nhat 1a dé 1o t6i kha
gan 16i chiri 130 mot cau gl day, mlen 1a - nhu trong trueong hop nay - c6 dam
ba cai cdy hay bui rdm gan do dé trén ma khong hé bi phat hién. Bang cach
nhanh nhen vot tir chd nap nay qua chd np khac thi c6 thé du dugc 140 ra xa
khoi bai chién truong.

Khi con ga go

Thdy bay con tho

Moi moc long to

Dang gdp nguy hiém...

Boulot thudc 1ong bai tho ngu ngdn nay. N6 rat khoai meo ciia con ga go va
vi n6 khong dén noi dan hon con vat ma no6 c6 thé gia tiéng gay y hét, nén
han no cling bi€t cach dan du lao Zéphirin nay ra xa va bd roi 1ao.

Tro choi ndy khong phai khong nguy hiém va phién toai. Piéu nguy hiém



nhat 1a nhd mot nguoi lang nao déy nhanh chan va tinh mat bong dung xuat
hién rdi mach voi ldo truong tuan. Néu chang may do lai la mét nguoi ba
con, thong gia hay ban be cua bd me thi ngu:0’1 ay c6 thé dung quyén uy cua
mot nguoi than dé tam tai ké pham t0i giao cho ngudi dai dién cong quyén.
Tai hai lam cht chang choi.

Vi tinh Boulot von can than nén nd théy tdt hon 1a khong nén mao hiém. Mt
khac, n6 khong biét tran danh két thuc ra sao va Lebrac dan quan theo hudng
nao. Qua tiéng ho hét nod chi biét rang trin tan cong rat dir doi thoi. Nhung
by gid cac chién hitu cua nd dang ¢ dau?

That nan giai!

Con Camus, nhu ta c6 thé doan duoc, di nhién khong chiu doi lao truong
tuan lai gan. Vira thay ldo dinh tién t&i, né lién doi huéng, nhay xudng
duong triing chay don dau lii ban, khé bao chiing chay nguoc 1én phia trén vi
Lio Bat Nhan, cach nd goi lao Bédouin, dang tir phia dudi chay 1én.

Khi thdy Camus chay tron thi 140 Zéphirin khong con hoai nghi gi nita. Nhat
dinh 14 bon o4t con ban thiu nay dang dinh choi khiam 13o. Lio nhé t6i thang
nho hom kia hay hom kia gi ddy d chong cai mong tran trui vao ldo va vi
chiéu hom nay thdy minh hiang héi nén ldo lién déu budc dudi theo thang
nhoc nay.

Lao mudt mo hoi va thd hon hén nhung ciing dén kip dé thdy ca mot 1 tran
nhu nhong chay vut di, 1an vao nhiing bui rdm phia trén bia rung Saute.
Chung vura chay vua 16n tiéng churi 1ao, khong thé nham duoc:

“Po cho gia! Do bgm gia! Do dé xom!”

“Lu nhoc con hdn xugc! Bon chd chét! Quan mat day! Liéu hon"’ Lao chui
lai roi tlep tuc dudi theo. “Ong ma bat duoc dira ndo, 6ng sé cat tai, xéo mili,
cat ludi, cat...”

Lao muon cat hét moi thir cua bon nhoc.

Nhung dé bat duoc chi mot dira thoi, 140 can phai ¢6 ddi chan nhanh nhen
hon cap céng gia nua cua lao hién tai. Lao c¢6 vung gay dap ti bui vao cac
lim cdy day, nhung chang thiy dira nao. Roi 130 nghe tr phia xa c6 am
thanh vang lai, 140 khap khai 1an theo, song 4m thanh 4y that ra ciing chi dé



Itra 130.

Pé bao vé cac chién hitu trd vé noi cat gidu quan 4o, Camus, Gibus anh va
La Crique - ca ba dtra déu 40 quan nghiém chinh - da thyc hién diéu ma hoi
ndy Boulot dy dinh lam. Ching dan du 130 Zéphirin qua canh ddéng co
Chasalans, tudt vé phia Velrans dé ltra 130, khién 130 - vi mat mii kém nhém
- tin rang It tré lang bén mai 1a bon da xtc pham danh du mot cuu chién
binh bao vé “t6 cude” va dai dién “phap nuat”.

Vi moi tin hi€u canh bdo va tu tap da duoc thé)ng nhét tir trudc va vi canh
ring phe dich di vang ngit viang tanh nén khi thay da dén luc thich hop
Camus va hai trg thu thoi khong churi 1o Bédouin nita ma thinh linh ngoat
vao canh dong, men theo bd tudng déng co nha Fricot roi lai bién vao ring,
tir ddy men theo con hio phia trén tdi nhitng lum cay trén vat dat cua xa,
cach chd phia trén khic dudng quanh khoang mot trim mét, nghia 1a da dén
bai chién truong.

Bii chién truong gio day that vang lang. Khong co gi goi lai cudc chién dau
dang ghi nhé vira dién ra moi day. Nhung ching nghe tu nhu:ng bui cay phia
dudi kia vang 1én déu din tiéng ga go cua dam Longeverne goi chiing.

Nho chién thuat dan du khon khéo ndy ma cac chién si Vé dugc an toan noi
Boulot dang canh gitr; chung héi ha mac lai 40 so mi, quan cdc, ao khoac va
X0 v0, X0 giay. Boulot tat bat chay toi chay lui, hét strc gitp bé ban, nhet ao
vao quan cho dira nay, cot dai deo quan cho dira kia hay gai cuc quan cho
dira no; né thu gép mil, that day giay va cha y dé khong dira nao mat mat hay
quén gi.

Ching vira mac quan 4o vira chiri 130 gia méc dich cir ludn chudng mit ra
khi chang ai can t6i. Chua day nam phat ching hai long vi da dong bo dau
vao ddy. Nhung khong hoan toan thoa man voi chién thang nira voi vi khong
bat dugc ti binh ndo, ching tha ra 1am bon, naim nhom di tir phia trén xubng
du6i dé goi ba trinh sat da vat va véi ldo Bédouin.

“L&o s& biét tay tao,” Lebrac noi. “Dlng thé, tao s€ tra méi thu nay! bay
khong phai 1an dau tao bi 130 pha dam! Khong thé tiép tuc thé nay dugc, néu
khong s& khong c6 Chiia, khong c6 cong bang, khong co gi sit! Khong,
khong thé chiju nhu thé duoc!”

Va Lebrac nan oc tim cach bao thu dang so va khac thuong. Cac ban no6 cling



tram tu suy nghi.

“May thiy sao, Lebrac,” Tintin dé nghi, “vudn 130 c6 nhiéu ciy tao. Minh
lay sao pha cay cua 1o trong khi 130 con dang lung tui minh ¢ Chasalans c6
duoc khong?”

“RoO1 minh bdi tung may ludng rau cua 130,” Gibus em b6 sung.
“Minh ném v& ctra s6 nha 1do,” Mat Ca ngao noi.

“U, ciing dugc day,” Lebrac dong v, no cung da nghi ra cach gi roi. “Nhung
minh doi may dira kia da. Vi lai may chuyén nay dau lam ban ngay duoc.
Nh& ai trong thay lam chimg thi 130 c6 thé tong minh vao nha giam lim chir
ching dua... 130 gia khong tim khong 6c ndy c6 gi ma khong dam lam.
Nhung roi s& thay.”

“Tiruii,” tiéng ga gb vang lén tir nhitng bui cdy phia Tay.
“Tui nd d6!” Lebrac kéu roi nd bat chudc tiéng ga gb xam gay lai ba tiéng.

Tleng giay gb nén vang don dap bao cho no biét 1a ba trinh sat va nhom linh
rai rac bén suon do6i dang tién lai. Khi da dong du r6i cac trinh sat mai bao
cao:

“Lao Zephirin chui béi om som nhu dién khung bon mat day Velrans dam
pha phach nguoi luong thién ngay trén ving dat cua ho,” chung ca quyet
“l3o vira chtri vira 6 md hoi vira thd phi pho nhu con ngua gia kéo chiée xe
nang chét ngudi 1én dc nha kho nghiéng nhu mai nha.”

“Hay lam,” Lebrac noéi. “C¢ 1€ 130 s€ quay lai day; phai c6 dira nao ding day
coi chung 120 méi dugce.”

La Crique, timg ching t6 12 mot nha tdm 1y va phén tich tai ba, c¢6 ¥ kién
khéc:

“Lao mudt md hoi vay 3o sé khat. Nghia 1a 1ao s& quay thang Ve lang, vao
quan Fricot 1am mot ly. C6 18 can mot dua trong bon minh xudng d6 canh

chirng thi hay hon déy.”

“Rat dung,” chil tudéng tan thanh. “Ba dira ¢ lai day, ba dta xudng do.



Nhitng dtra khac theo tao vao ring Teuré. By gid tao biét minh can lam gi
roi. Minh can mot dtra cyc khon canh chimg quan Fricot,” nd néi tiép. “La
Crique, may to1 do, kéo theo Chancet va Pirouli. Tui bay choi bi ¢ do, dung
16 gi hét.

Boulot ¢ lai day, cung vo1 hai dira nira én trong mo da. Tui bay phai quan sat
va lang nghe xem lédo noé1 gi. Khi lao di roi va tui ‘bay biét 130 dinh 1am gi thi
to1 gap tui tao O cubi duong di Donze, ngay chd cay thanh gia ky niém 1é
khanh tiét ay Tao s& cho biét lam gl tlep theo.”

La Crique bin khoan vi né va hai dira ban khong mang theo bi. Lebrac lién
rong rii dua né ca mot ta (gida mot xu co day!) dé ba dira c6 thé dong tro tot
trude mat 1do truong tuan.

R6i khi nghe chu tudng din do 1an cudi, La Crique tu tin cuoi khay:

“May ctr yén tri! Tao s€ lo chu dao ma! Tao s€ cho 1ao chod chét nay biét
tay!”

Ro6i chiing tan di tirc thi.

Lebrac cung dai by phan dao quan rdo budc td1 canh rung Teure. Vua toi
noi, no ra Iénh cho linh 10t nhitng day leo dai nhat cua cay 6ng 1ao ma chung
co thé tim duoc.

“Pé lam gi cha?” chung hoi. “Dé hut 2 A, tuyét qua, minh lam thude 14!”
“Phai can thin kéo dut day,” Lebrac canh cdo. “Duoc cang nhiéu cang tt.
D¢ lam gi tao s€ cho biét sau. Camus, may leo 1én cay g& nhitng day leo ay
ra. Leo cao vao, minh can nhirng so¢1 dai.”

“Di nhién, dugc th61 ma,” pho tudéng tra 101.

“Khoan da! Co6 dira nao c6 day cot khong?” chu tuéng hoi.

Dtra nao cling c6 mgt doan day dai tir mdt dén ba pié. Chung chia ra.

“Cur tam gilt ddy. U,” né quyét dinh, han d6 1a ciu tra 10i cho cdu hoi nd
tham ddt ra cho chinh minh. “Ct giit 1y va tim day leo di.”



Trong khu rimg lau ndm nay tim day leo dé& ot, dy ra d6. Nhitng day leo
mém va dai bam trén nhiig cay soi to, cay phong, cy bu 16, cdy 1¢ dai va
hau hét céac loai cay khac, ghim chat vao 16p vo séan sui bang nhiing chiéc 1a
xoan nhu dinh vit, qun quanh canh nhu nhu’ng con ran thyc vat song dong,
vuon 1én tan troi xanh dé himg anh sang va moi ban mai ching lai udng mot
ngum lén anh mat tro1. Dudi dat ta thdy day nhitng gbc day leo gia xam xit,
cimg quéo, nirt ran nhu mot mleng thit bo ludc qua 1au, con dau trén tua ra
nhu nhitng ddy roi ngwa mém mai va dai.

Camus leo 1én mot cay; Tétas va Guignard cling leo 1,rn5i dra mdt cay. Chiang
hinh thanh ba nhom, cung nhau lam viéc dudi1 d61 mat cham chu theo doi cua
Lebrac.

Sap leo 1én dén noi roi.

Cho du cdy 16n dén dau thi Camus, giéng mot do vat thoi co dai, van cr 6m
bang hai tay. Thuong thi hai tay nd khong du dai d€ 6m tron than cay.

Nhung khong hé gi! Hai ban tay dep 1ép cua nd bam nhu nhing o éng giac vao
cac mat trén vo cay; hai chan no bat tréo thanh vong nhu nhiing chiéc canh
cong ctia géc nho. Mot cai nhin chac chan cua dau gdi dua nod 1én cao ba
muoi dén nim muoi phan. O d6, van hai ban tay bam chat, hai dau gbi ép sat
va chi trong mudi 1dm dén hai muoi gidy, Camus d3 nim duoc canh cay dau
tién.

Gio thi khong phai doi lau thém nira: trude hét nd ti nguc va hai cang tay
vao canh, roi ti hai dau gdi vao thanh xa ngang thién nhién nay day nguoi
1én, chi it gidy sau hai ban chan no thay chd hai dau goi. Tu day Camus leo
Ién tan ngon cay than nhién va dé dang nhu di trén bac tam cép.

Soi day leo le lang nam trong tay chung, vi mot chién hitu ding dudi géc
cay da lay dao cat day ngang mat dat trong luc ba bon dira khac xim lai can
than kéo xuong tirng doan day leo dai da go tur than cay.

P4am muc dong nho bé nay di lam nhu thé khong biét bao nhiéu lan mdi dip
hé, vao 18 thanh Jean, dé trang diém simng 1ii bo ctia ching véi cdy xanh va
hoa dai. Nhitng vong 14 xanh thdm diém mau hoa tiéu nhan thao, thuong
xudn, xa cic lam, mao ga, cuc, ¢6 ludi meo. Chung mudn t6 ra hon ban vé
khiéu tham my va oc sang tao. Vui biét may khi chiéu dén thay nhiing con
bo than yéu mat to udt at trd vé trong tiéng luc lac lanh canh, diém trang



vong hoa no trén sting nhu nhitng c6 dau vé nha chong vao thang Nam.

V¢ t61 nha, nguoi ta treo vong hoa 14 kia 1€én mot cai dinh to dudi mai cua
bép - td1 tan sang nam, c6 khi 1au hon nira cho that kho - gitra nhitng liém hai
tho kéch xam xit ludi sang 16a.

Nhung hom nay chiing khong trang diém cho bo.

“Gap 1én!” Lebrac thiic giuc vi thay trdi dang tbi rat nhanh va swong chiéu
da dun cao trén nha may xay ¢ Velrans.

Sau khi gom phién loi pham, no lam nhting con tinh phirc tap, dang hai tay
can than do bé dai ting soi day leo. Ro1 Lebrac quyét dinh 1én duong. Chung

len giira nhitng hang gidu vé hudng Donzé, ti chd cay thap gia ky niém.

Lebrac co6 duge bon day dai chac, dai khoang muot mét, tdm day khac ngan
hon.

Trén duong, chu tudéng ra sitc nhac nhd linh cia né khong duge lam dut
nhirng soi day dai va ra Iénh ctr hai day ngan budc lam mot, cang chac cang
tot. Muoi sau chién binh cam th chién cu nay, nhitng dira kia nhin ng6
ching, con chu tudng tram tu suy nghi cho dén khi chung td1 diém tap ket.
“Minh lam gi bay gio, Lebrac?” dam tré hoi.

Troi da toi dan roi.

“Con tiy,” Lebrac khong tra 101 thang.

“Sap dén gio phai vé nha rdi,” mot trong nhimg dia nho noi.

“Nhitng dua kia chua thay t6i! Ca Boulot 1an La Crique!”

“Chtng n6 c6 chuyén gi thé? Co chuyén gi véi 1do Bédouin?”

Li tré mat dan kién nhin va vé mit ddy bi mat cua cha tuéng khong giup
chung bdt cang thang.

“A, Boulot v&1 may dtra kia!” Camus chot reo 1én.



“Boulot! Sao?”

“Thé nay nhé,” Boulot dap. “Lio di 16 dudng cai, tan dudi kia co. Néu tao
khong canh giac thi tyi minh cho khudt. Chac 1a 130 lai di qua rung va ra toi
duong cai bang con duong mon bat ngudn tir khoang ring trong.

Tui tao thay ldo tir chd mé da. Lao vung tay vung chéan lién tuc, ¢ nhu
KinkinBH lac say khuét co bo. Hién nhién 1a 130 cau 1dm!”

“Gibus em!” Lebrac ra 1énh. “May chay di xem thang La Crique 1am gi, bao
no6 tdi day ngay, bao cédo tinh hinh dudi do.”

Gibus em tuan I¢nh vot di; sau chung ba chuc bude co tiéng ga gb khe khé
khién n6 dung lai.

“May day a, La Crique? Theo tao, nhanh 1én! Tui tao mudn biét tinh hinh
dudi ay nhu thé nao!”

Chi sau may gidy hai dira da t&i ngd tu dudng.
Ca 1t xam lai quanh La Crique. Thang nay lién ké.

Mudi 1am phut truée 1o Bédouin mit d6 gay nhu ga choi tdi chd ba dira
ching n6 dang tinh bo choi bi trudc quan Fricot.

Chung d6ng thanh 18 phép chao 130. Lao noi:

“Gioi lam! It ra thi chung may ciing 1a nhing dira tré¢ ngoan ngoan, chwr
khéng nhu 1iil ban cua chiing may, cai lii mat day ay s& co ngay tao téng vao
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nha giam!
La Crique m¢ to mat nhu cong nha kho nhin 130 vé ngac nhién 1am ro61 noi
chac 1a 6ng Zeéphirin nham day, vi 1i ban n6 gio nay déu phai vé nha gitp
me lay nudce, bo cui cho ngay mai hoac giup bé cham séc 1ii bo.

“Ra the!” 1ao Zéphirin noi. “Vay chtr hdi ndy dira nao ¢ trén khu rung
Saute?”

“Viéc ay chau khong biét, thua ong truong tuan; song néu dé 1a 1i nhoc
Velrans thi chdu chang c6 gi ngac nhién. Ong thir nghi xem, md&i hom qua



anh em Gibus trén duong v€ Vernois b1 ching ném da. Pung la 1i mat day,
dao duc gid,” n6 vo vinh ndi thém, danh vao long ghét c6 dao cuia ngudi cuu
binh gia.

“Lay Chua, biét ngay ma,” lao Bédouin gim g, nghién may chiéc rang con
sot trong miéng - ta nén nho rang Longeverne la dat ctia phe Do, con Velrans
1a dat cua phe Trang. “Phai r0i, t6 ba chung, tao biét ngay ma! Bon on con!
Tén gido cua chung 13 thé diy: chong mong vao mit ngudi ding dan! Ding
la no1 cua bon 4o chung tham, no1 cua I luu manh! Bon cho ma! Ong ma
tom duge thi chét véi ong!”

Noi xong, 130 bao ba dira chiing n6 ctr choi vui tiép va phai ngoan ngoan, roi
lao vao quan Fricot lam mot chau.

“Lao gan chét khat,” La Crique ké tiép. “Mot coc chang tham thia gi dau,
bay gio chiac chin 1o uéng coc thir hai r6i. Trude khi t6i day tao da bao
Chanchet va Pirouli & dudi d6 canh chirng va bao cho bon minh biét néu lao
r01 quan trude lac tao quay lai.”

“Hay lam,” Lebrac noi, mat no tuoi han. Pra nao trong bon bay con ¢ lai
day dugc mot luc? Khong can tat ca dau. It thoi.”

Tam dtra quyét dinh ¢ lai, di nhién toan nhiing thu linh ca.

Gambette moi dau ludng Iy, vi nha né & xa! Nhung Lebrac bao rang hai anh
em Gibus cling & lai va s& rat can dén né vi né chay nhanh nhat. N6 khuét
phuc trudc tai thuyet giang ctia chil tuéng, kién cuong chap nhan an don néu
b6 né khong tin diéu né bién bach.

“Xong, may dira kia vé duoc roi déy, Lebrac quyét dinh. “Tui tao khong
can chung bay nira thanh ra khong can thiét dé bay phai an don ¢ nha. Mai
tul tao s€ ke cho biét su viéc dién tién ra sao. Toi nay tui bay & day chi lam
roi chan rdi tay thoi. Vé ng ngon di, 140 s& phai tra ng bon minh ma. Nhat
1a,” n6 no1 thém, “phan tan ra, dung di chung mot dam, kéo cd nguoi dé v,
diéu nay ta phai tranh.”

Khi chi con lai Lebrac, Camus, Tintin, La Crique, Boulot, anh em Gibus va
Gambette thi chu tuéng mai trién khai ké hoach cua no.

Tat ca i chung khé khang di theo dudng 16n vé lang, kéo theo nhiing soi



day leo. Roi chung s€ ding canh ¢ hai d6éng phan chudng ddi dién nhau tai
nhirng dia diém da dugc chon lua.

Hai nhom, mo1 nhom hai dtra da dé keo cang sgi day dat ngang duong, khi
130 truong tuan di qua nhat dinh s& Vap Lao s€ lan long loc, khién cang co
vé say hon. Chiing s& giang bay & bdn noi tt ca.

Chung theo duong di xubng lang. O déng phan nha Jean-Baptiste chiing dat
mot day, o dbng phan nha Groscoulas sgi thtr hai. Boulot va Gibus em lo cai
bay cudi cung, con La Crique va Gibus anh phu trach bay 4p chot. Trong khi
chd doi ca bon tiép tuc di. Roi Boulot, chi huy cac trdn mai phuc, cting mot
chién hiru dimng lai & déng phan nha Botot, trong khi La Crique va ban né
dtmg canh & déng phan nha Doni.

Nhing dua khac di thay ca cho Chanchet va Pirouli. Chung bao hai dira vé
nha ngay roi ngd qua cira sO nhin vao quan xem ldo Bédouin dang lam gi
trong day.

Lao dang lam ly absinthel32] thir ba va khodac lac hét nhu mot dai ‘biéu quéc
hoi vé nhiing chién dich c6 that va bia dat cua lao - bia dat nhiéu hon, vi
chung nghe thay lao noi:

“Ay, mot ngay no, khi 1ao dinh di tir Alger vé Marseille nghi phép thi ldo
dén cang, khén nan that, ding luc tau vira méi roi bén.

Lam sao bay gio day? Luc dy ¢ trén bd cd mot muy ban xur dang giat quén 4o.
Khéng ‘oong do’ gi hét, 130 nhan ngay c6 mu vao chiu gd, hat thung giat
cua mu roi 1&o nhay ludn vao thung, dung bang sting cheo theo ludng nudc
ctia con tau. Thé rdi 130 t6i Marseille gan nhu trude ca con tau.”

Nghia 1a ching con thi gid. Gambette nip sau mot déng canh cdy con. Khi
nao lao Zéphirin rd1 quan rugu thi nd phai ra hiéu ngay cho hai nhém cling
nhu Lebrac va dong bon.

Trong khi cho doi n6 duge nghe lao Bédouin ké vé lan cudi cung ldo gip
nguoi ban cii 1a Hoang dé Napoléon III.

“Lan ay lao di1 ngang Paris, gan dién Tuileries, 130 dang ngdm nghi xem c6
nén vao day chao Ngai mot tieng khong thi chot co ai vo vao vai 13o. Lao
quay lai...



Chinh 1a Ngai! ‘Hay qué thé!” Ngai kéu 1én. ‘Lio Zephirin chét tiét! Nay troi
xui dat khién minh lai gdp nhau! Vao day, ta lam mot chau!”

Vao to1 trong Ngai goi Hoang hau: ‘Genie minh o1! Zephirin day nay; ching
t6i mudn cung ly! Minh rira nhanh cho hai cai cdc nhé!””

Trong luc d6 ba thing nhéc di nguoc 1én phia nha 130 truong tuan.

Lebrac lach nguoi qua cira s6 mai nha kho dung cu, va tir bén trong né mo
mot chiéc ctra nho nam khuat cho 1ii ban, roi ca ba dtra di tir hanh lang nay
dén hanh lang khac vao phong cia 130 Bédouin. O day, ching lui cui sut
mudi ldm phat tién hanh mdt 4&m muu bi mat voi nhimg binh tudi, xoong
chéo, dén, binh dau, ti, givdng va bép 10 cua l3o.

Khi Gambette gia tiéng ga go bao tin nan nhan cua ching trd vé, chung kin
dao rat ra nhu da kin dao dot nhap vao.

Chung chay ao t61 kip tram canh thir hai ciia Boulot, trude ca 1ao Bédouin.

Cudi cung 130 Zéphirin con ké cho ong chiit quan Fricot vai cAu chuyén vé
“Arbis” va nhiing con lang, chuyén ca map lam 6 ué viing tau ¢ Alger, vi
mot ngay no, khi 1do cung ban be ra day tam thi mot trong sO nhu’ng con vat
khén kiép nay da can cut * ‘0ng ke” cua mot trong s6 nhimg nguoi ban lo,
khién ca bién do6 nhu mau. Réi 130 loang choang 1é budc ra vé dudi doi mat
cudi cot ctia vo chong chil quan.

Khi téi nha Doni 130 ngd 16n nhao lan dau - ram! Lao chui tham té con
duong ma b Bréda (mot tay vo tich su, chi vao linh c6 bay nam va tham gia
chién dich ¢ Y, chang déang néi!) phu trach tu sira nhu méo mira. Mot luc lau
sau 130 nhom day di tiép.

“To1 tin rang bao nhi€u ruou trong nguoi 1do bay hét sach r61,” 6ng Fricot
vira nhan xét vira dong cura lai.

Léo di dugce thém mot doan thi vudng phai sgi day Boulot cang rat hién} doc
lam 130 nga 16n xudng dong nudc phan. Trong khi d6 hai thu pham bi an da
lang 1€ kéo day chay di.

Té6i dong phan nha Groscoulas 130 lai ng 1an nita. Lao 10n tiéng chiri béi cai
lang chét bam t61 nhu hil nt nay.



Trong luc ay nhi€u nguodi nghe tiéng ldo om som da ra dung & ngudng cira.
Ho noi:

“Chac, t61 nght la t61 nay 130 cyu binh nay uong nhi€u qua nén mai say bi ti
the kia!”

ROi mudi 1am hay hai muoi cip mat lai ching kién lao Bédouin chi moi sau
hai chuc budc da lai kl}éng thl‘l;’a nhép luat can bang, nga 1o6n nhao lan nira -
nhiing pha 10n nhao chang ai dém xué trong do1 ke say ruou.

“Nhung minh c6 say dau chu, quy that!” Lo than tho so nhimg vét sung
trén tran va cai mii bam gidp. “Minh hau nhu chang udng gi. Chang qua tai
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khi gian xong 1én dau day thoi! L mat day!

Pau gdi quan rach teng beng, 130 mat gan nim phut moi tim chia khéa nam
sau trong tai, dudi cai khan tay 16n ké 0, gitra nhitng dao, vi, hop thudc 1a
hit33]] tau, hop thude tau va bao diém.

Cuo1 cung lao cling vao duoc trong nha.

Nhitng ké to mo ddi theo 3o, trong d6 c6 tdm thang nhoc, thiy ldo méi di
dugc vai budc thi cac binh nudc tudi roi ém am. Chinh chung liéu truéc nén
da dé cac binh nude cho ldo Vap phai. Cudi cung ldo ciing mé duoc duong
t1 cai hdc trén tuong 1a noi 130 cét diém.

Lio quet mdt que vao quan, vao hop diém, vao dng 10, vao tudng, nd nhat
dinh khong chiu chay. Lao quet thém que thir hai, thr ba, thr tu, thr nam,
cling khong chdy not, du 1ao da quet hét noi nay to61 noi khac.

“Ctr quet nira di,” Camus ché gi€éu. N6 da nhiung hét di€ém cua 1ao vao nudc
ro1. “Ctr quet nira di, hay lam!”

Léo Zeéphirin chan qua lién moc diém trong tui, quet 1én dinh thap dén dau.
Nao ngd ngon bac wong nganh khong chiu bat Itra.

Zéphirin cang luc cang dién tiét:
“P0 ca chén, do bo di, do dém! May khong chiu chdy a, do khon kigp? May

thuc sy khong chiu chay day! Puoc, xem day nay! Xem day nay, d6 khon!”
N6i xong 130 dung hét sitc ném cai dén vao bép 16 khién n6 v& tan tanh.



“Troi dat, 1do dam dot chay nha mat thoéi!” mot dira noi.

“Khong viéc gi phai sg,” Lebrac tham nghi, vi n6é da thay dau bang rugu
vang trang con trong mot cai chai.

Sau hanh dong nay 130 mo mim trong bong tdi, vap phai 16, hat d6 ban ghé,
vuong chan phai mot cai binh tudi, nghiéng nga gitra déng nodi niéu, léo la
161, ldo churi troi chui dat, nga dui dui, lai dung 18n, ra khoi nha roi lai quay
vao, cudi cung ldo kiét stc cir quan 40 nhu thé lin ra giuvong. Sang hom sau
mot nguoi hang x6m thay ld0 nam ngay nhu kéo bé gitta mot dong hdn
mang chang c6 chut y d6 nghé thuat nao.

Chi mot 1at sau ca lang khdo nhau rang t6i hom qua ld0 Bédouin say bi ti,
khién trén duong tir quan Fricot vé nha da ngi toi tim lan, toi nha 130 lam
lung tung 1én hét ca, danh v& dén, dai ra givong va i vao ndi xoong. Lebrac
va I{i ban cudi tham.



PHAN II: TIEN

I. Kho tang phuc vu chién tranh
Tién bac la than kinh cia cudc chién tranh.

Bismark!34

Sang hom sau, trén dudng dén trudng cac chién hitu dugc nghe ké dan dan
cau chuyén vé 140 Zéphirin. Ca lang say sua xi xdo, ban tan nhimg doan khac
nhau cta lan ldo say bi ti nay. Chi c6 nhan vat chinh la ngii ngay nhu kéo be
khong biét gi hét vé nhirng thiét hai xay ra trong nha va ciing khong biét rang

nhirng chuyén dong trd1 qua cach cu xur cua lao ngay hom trude da chon vui
thanh danh l3o.

Nhﬁ’ng dia lon xm quanh Lebrac trong san tru’ong Ching vira 6m bung
cudi vira ké that to de thay gido cing nghe thay moi chi tiét lién quan dén
nhitng chuyén tai tiéng bi réu rao khap noi ma thay cling da biét nay. Chung
khoai chi nhan manh vao nhitng chi tiét tho tuc va song suong: chi tlet cai
nodi va cai glu:cmg Dira nao khong noi thi nhe rang cuoi. Nhirng doi mat kiéu
hénh sang ngoi ngon Iua chién thang, vi nghi rang tat ca bon chung déu it
nhiéu gop phan vao cudc tra thi cong minh va thich dang nay.

O, gio thi 140 Zéphirin cr viéc ma gao thét! Mot ké say bi ti dén ndi nguoi ta
phai 16i 1én nhu 16i con bo tir rinh nudc phan cia xi va mat phuong hudng
dén ndi tudng giuong 1a bon tiéu va xoong ndi 1 chau bo thi con mong duoc
kinh trong gi nira?

Chi nhiing dia lon nhat, cling la nhiing chlen binh quan trong nhat, khé yéu
cau dugc giai thich chi tiét hon. Lat sau tat ca déu dugc biét phan cong hién
cua tung dwra trong tam dura cho cong cudc bao thu nay.

Chung biét rang chuyén binh nudc tudi va hop diém la cong phu cua Camus,
Tintin da canh chung luc lao vé, Gambette lo ra &m hi€u va hét thay céc
budc di trong dai déu 1a thanh qua tu tri tudng tugng cua Lebrac.

C6 18 r6i 130 s& nhan thay chd rugu vang con trong chai hoi mui dau; 130 sé
tu hoi khong biét con méo khi gi6 nha ai dd an vung hii pho mat cia l3o va
tai sao noi xap hanh con du lai man khiép thé...



Nhung chua hét. Lao Bédouin c6 gidi cr thir pha dam Lebrac va bon chung
lan nita xem! Ching s€ nghi ra cach tra thu khac tinh di¢u hon! Qua that
Lebrac da nung nau trong dau y dinh dung dat sét bit O 6ng khoi nha 140 hay
gd tung chiéc xe kéo cuia 1do roi dau biét tich may cai banh xe hoic 1 tim
ngay lién tuc dém nao ciing lay ngoi ca vao tuong nha ldo, chua ké s& bé cay
trai va pha nat cac ludng rau trong vudn cua ldo.

“Chiéu nay tui minh duoc yén rdi,” nd két luan. “Lao khong dam chuong
mit ra dau. Mot 13 vi 130 chua hoan hon sau chuyén nga 16n dau xudng rach
nudc phan, hai la 1ao con khdi viée phai lam & nha. Khi ban biu chuyén nha
thi s¢ khong nhung miii vao chuyén nguoi khac duge!”

“Thé chiéu nay minh lai ¢ trudng a?” Boulot hoi.

“D1 nhién 161,” Lebrac dap. “HOm nay chac chan s€ khong ai pha dam tui
minh.”

“O, nhung ma...” ¢6 d6i ba dtra rut ré 1én tiéng. “May phai biét la chiéu hom
qua khong am gi may. Trudc khi tan cong tui tao cong ca nguoi.”

“Dung thé,” Tintin noi, “da tao ndi gai nhu ga b1 vat 1ong, chim tao teo lai
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tuong chung khong con nira!

“Véi lai chiéu nay bon Velrans chic ,chén s€ khong to1 dau. Chung van con
ton vi tran hom qua. Ching khong biét cai gi da d6 ap lén dau chung. Chung
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ctt ngd bon minh tr mét trang ro1 xuong!
“O thi trong bon minh cling gidng thé that!” La Crique nhan xét.

“Khong, nhat dinh chi€u nay chung s€ suy tinh xem mai lam gi. Minh c6 ra
do thi cling chi dirng nghéu ngao dén moc meo thoi!”

“Néu chiéu nay 140 Bédouin khong ra d6 thi c6 thé nguoi khac - 1do da an
noi linh tinh trong quan Fricot - va minh cang c6 nguy co bi tom. Dau phai ai
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cling cu lan nhu 130 truong tuan!

“Voi lai tao khong thich ¢ truf}ng danh nhau 1an nita dau, khong!” Mat Ca
ngao noi1 ranh rot, khac nao phat cao ngon co lam loan hay it ra 1a phan doi
khong khoan nhugng.



Nghiém trong day! Rat nhiéu chién hitu xua nay van ngoan ngodn chap hanh
cac quyét dinh cua Lebrac nay lai ung ho Mait Ca ngao. Ly do cua sy bat
dong 13 trong tran tin cong chiéu hom qua ngoai chuyen lanh run, c6 daa
con dap phai gai hay bi thuwong ngéon chan vi cay ctc gai hay dau got chan vi
giam trén soi.

Néu cur tiép tuc kiéu nay thi ching bao lau ca dao quan s€ ca nhéic mat! Thé
thi qua t¢! Thuc su la khong duogc, hét vui!

Y kién cua Lebrac hau nhu khong c6 ai theo nén nd phai thtra nhan rang
phuong cach no ca ngoi qua that c6 nhiéu bat loi, nén tot hon ca 1a nghi ra
cach nao khac.

“Nhung cach nao? Néu tui bay khon thi nghi ra xem nao!” Lebrac noi, trong
tham tdm hoi phat ¥ vi sach luoc ctia nd chét yéu.

Ca 1ii trdm ngam.
“Chung minh co6 the mac a0 so mi danh nhau,” La Crique dé nghi. “Nhu thé

it nhat 4o khoac van nguyén ven va chung minh chi can day bugc giay va
kim bang gai quan thoi, van c6 thé vé nha dugc.”

“Deé ro1 hom sau bo Simon s€ phat may vi t01 di hoc ma an mac 161 thoi va sé
mach ong ba gia may, hd? Ro1 ai khau cic 4o so mi va 4o len cho may? Day
deo quan nira?”

“Thé ciing khong dugc,” Lebrac noi xen vao. “Hodc coi hét hoac khong. Tui
bay khong mudn ¢ trudng thi s& phai mic dua 18 bo.”

“Chac! Gia ma minh c6 dugc ai do giup va lai 16 khuy va khau lai cuc!” La
Crique noi.

“Va chudc cho may day giay, nit deo tat va day deo quan, chir gi? Sao khong
gitp may di dai va chui d... khi ‘ngai’ thai o6 trong rudt ra luén, h6?”

“Tao s€ ndi cho tui bay biét minh can gi, vi di nhién bay van chang nghi ra
dugc gi rdo,” Lebrac nodi. “Minh can tién!”

“Tién a7~



“Phai! Pung thé day! Minh can tién! Co6 tién ta c6 thé mua du loai ctc, chi,
kim, khuy moc, dai deo quan, day giay, day cao su nit vd... tat ca moi tha,
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bay nén biét thé, tat ca moi thi!

“Dung the ai chang biét. Nhung dé mua may thr linh tinh nhu may noi thi
minh can khéi tién. C6 khi t6i ca trim xu.’

“Tro1 dat o1, ca mot gia tai kéch su! Nhi€u thé minh chang bao gio c6 ndi.”

“Tat nhién, chang ai cho ching ta lién mot luc ca, ding mo tuong héo,”
Lebrac thtra nhan. “Nhung nghe ky nay. Van c6 mot cach dé c6 dugc hau
nhu tat ca nhirng thir minh can.”

“Cai cach ma may...”

“Nghe da nay! Khong phai ngdy ndo minh ciing bi bat lam tu binh, hon nira
thinh thoang minh lai tom dugc mot thang Mat Banh dic nho nho, r61...”

“Ro1 sao?”

“Ro6i minh gitr 1ay khuy, khoa, khuy moéc, day deo quan cua bon cho chét
Velrans. Minh khong cat khiic day giay cua ching nira ma gitr d€ phong ho.”

“Chua d6 6ng nghé thi chd voi de hang téng![ﬂ” La Crique ngat 10i. N6 con
nho ma da uyén bac ra phét. “Co thé ngay mai ngay kia minh da can cutc roi.
Thanh ra cach chac chan nhat dé c6 duoc la mua.”

“May san tieén chac?” Boulot gi€u cot hoi.

“Tao c6 bay xu trong hop tiét kiém hinh con nhéi. Nhung tao khong ldy duoc
vi con nhai khong dé chju nha. Véi lai me tao biét trong d6 c6 bao nhiéu. Me¢
tao cat trong til. Me tao bao sé& dung tién nay dé mua cho tao chiéc mil vao 18
Phuc sinh... hay chang biét bao gid. Tao ma moi ldy mdt xu thi s& chét véi
ba.”

“Chan m¢ doi, Itc nao cﬁng thé!” Tintin chiri dong. “Khi c¢6 ai d6 cho minh
tién thi minh chang bao gio duge phép giir ca! Lic nao ong ba gia cling vo
hét! Ho ké 1é rang da hy sinh biét bao dé nudi ta khon 16n va ho can tién nay
de mua ao quan, giay dép cho ta va nhing gi ntra chi c6 quy moi biét! Tao
can quai gi ba cai tht v6 van dy! Tao mudn ho dua tra tao tién dé tao co thé



mua nhitng mon ich lgi ma tao thich: s6 ¢0 la, bi hay day thun cho glan na.
Piay! Song, chi nhitng xu thinh thoang minh kiém duoc bang cach nay cach
no mai la cua minh thoi, nhung cling ché ¢é dai gitr 1au trong tai!”

Mot tiéng cOi cét ngang cudc thdo luan. Pam hoc tro Xép hang vao 16p.

“May biét khong,” Gibus anh tiét 10 voi Lebrac, “tao ¢ hai xu cua riéng tao,
khong ai biét ca. Tai vi mdi ddy tay Théodule & Ouvans téi xay ¢ nha tao.
Tao gilt ngua cho han nén hin cho tao may xu ndy. Tay Théodule chiu choi
1am, ltc nao cling cho mot cai gi do... may biét han ma, céi tay cong hoa hé
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say 1a khoc ay!

“Cam mom, Adonis,” bd Simon noi - tén ctia Gibus anh 13 Adonis. “Néu
khong tao phat day!”

“Cuc cu...!” Gibus anh khe rit gitra hai ham rang.

“May lam bam gi the hu?” thay gido hoi vi thady Gibus anh map may moi.
“Pé lat nita tao hoi vé nhiém vu ciia ngudi cong ddn xem may c6 1am mém
nhu thé nay khong nhé.”

“Im di!” Lebrac thi tham v6i n6. “Tao c6 sang kién.”
Chung budc vao 16p.

Vira ngoi vao chd, bay sach vo trudec mat xong Lebrac xé ngay & gilta quyén
vo nhap mot to do1. No gap lai roi xé thanh ba muoi hai miéng 16n nhu nhau.
Trén d6 no viét cau hoi quan trong nay:

“Macoxukho?” (Nghia la “may c6 xu khong?”)

Sau d6 n6 gap nhitng manh gidy nay lai roi dé tén ba muoi hai dira ban cing
16p. Sau khi huych manh vao suon Tintin, Lebrac kin dao lan lugt day cho
ban ba muo1 hai mau tin nhan, trinh trong nho: “Chuyén cho dura bén canh!”

Xong, nd lai viét 1én mot to gidy 16n ba muoi hai tén nay 1an nita. Roi trong
ltc thay gido dat cau hoi, nd cling duwa mat hoi timg dira mét, roi tiy cau tra
101 “c6” hay “khong” ma danh dau (+) hay (-) sau tén dtra d6. Sau cing, no
dém cac ddu cong: hai muoi bay cai.



“Tuyét!” n6 nghi. R6i nd suy nghi rat lung, lam nhiing con tinh dai 1é thé dé
xay dung mdt ké hoach n6 da phéac ra nhirng nét 16m vai gio trude day.

Té6i gio ra choi nd khong can triéu tap cac chién si ctia minh. Tat ca bon
ching tuy dong chay to1 goc san quen thudc sau nha v€ sinh, xim quanh no,
trong khi do nhing dira nho nhat - tuy ciing 1a dong 15a roi nhung chua co
quyén biéu quyét - choi phia trudc 1am thanh mot hang rao che chan.

“Nghe day nay,” chu tudng 1€n tiéng. “Hai muoi bay dira dong gop duoc, ay
la tao chua thé guri thu hét cho moi dira day nhé. Minh ¢6 bon muoi lam dura.

'9’

Prtra nao trong bon bay co tién nhung chwra nhan dugc thu cua tao? Gio tay!
Cé6 tam dtra gio tay.

“Vay la hai muoi bay véi tam Xem nao, hai muoi bay voi tam... hai muoi
tam, hai muoi chin, ba muoi...” nd vira lam bam vira d¢ém ngon tay.

“Ba muoi lam!” La Crique xen vao.

“Ba muoi ldm... may chic khong diy? Vay 1a ba muoi lam xu tat ca. Ba
muoi lam xu tuy chua phai la mdt tram, nhung dau sao cling kha roi. Bay gio
tao dé nghi thé nay:

Chung ta séng trong mdt nude Cong hoa, chung ta binh déng, vua la ban vira
la anh em: Tu do, Binh déng, Bac 4139 ma! Bé moi chuyén dugc tro1 chay
thi minh phai giap do lan nhau, hiéu khong? Bay gio minh biéu quyet quy
dinh mot thir thué, phai roi, mot thir thué dé ~g6p thanh mot tai tién, mot cai
quy, mot cai quy chung ma minh s€ dung dé sim stra kho tang chién tranh.
Vi ching ta binh dang nén moi dira dong goép nhu nhau va khi 1am nguy dira
nao ciing co6 quyén duge stra sang, chinh trang 40 xong dé vé nha khoi bi
don.

Marie, em gai Tintin, da hira s€ cung t&1 va s€ va cho nhitng dira bi bat; tui
bay thay day, nhu thé 1a ching ta co thé yén tdm hanh sy duoc roi. Néu bi
bon chung tom thi cling chang sao, cir mac cho chung lam gi thi lam, dimg
noi ning gi ca, roi nira tiéng sau s& lai vé nha 4o quan tinh twom véi cuc,
khoen va khdéa mdi. Ai ngu? Bon Velrans chir con ai nita!™

“Tuyét 1am! Nhung con tién, bon tao 1am gi c6, may biét ma, phai khong
Lebrac?”



“Xi! Ca chén vira vira thoi chu! Chang I€ tui bay khong thé hy sinh chut it
cho T6 qubc &? Chang I€ tui bay phan quoc sa0? Pé khoi dau va dé quy co
dugc ngay chit tién tao dé ngh1 ke tor mai moi dtra dong vao quy mot xu moi
thang. Sau nay khi ta kha gia roi va tom duoc vai dira ti binh thi ¢t hai
thang dong mot xu cling du.”

“Khoan di, bd téo oi! ‘May la “chiéu pho’ chéc? M01 thang mot xu! Nhiéu
lam cht tuong a! Sudt doi tao ciing ching c6 ndi mdi thang mot xu dé
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dong!
“Néu mdi dira bon bay khong chiu gang 1én mot ti thi mat cong danh nhau
lam quai gi. Hay nhin nhan quach la tui bay chi c¢6 bot khoai tay trong huyét
quan, chtr khong phai mau, ma mau Phap co. Chua a! Tui bay la dan ‘Dtc...

cong’w hay sao? Phai hay khong phai? Tao chiu khong hiéu n6i sao lai co

dira ngan ngai cong hién diéu ma no c6 dé bao dam thang loi! Tao s& gop ca
hai xu lién... néu tao c6.”

“N6i thé du rdi, minh biéu quyét thoi.”

Pé nghi cta Lebrac dugc thong qua voi ba muoi ldm phiéu thuin va mudi
phiéu chong. Nhitng phi€u chong di nhién la cua muoi dira khong co6 nd1 mdt
XU

“Vé chuyén cua tui bay,” Lebrac dut khoat, “tao cting dé nghi roi. Minh s&
sap x&p chuyén nay vao lic bbn gio 0 mo da Pepiot. Hay la minh nén to1 chd

cdi quan 4o hom qua? O d6 c6 18 tét hon, yén tinh hon déy.

Minh s& ctr ngudi gac dé tranh bi bat ngd néu ching may bon Velrans téi.
Nhung tao khong tin dau.

Xong ro1, dung lo. Chiéu nay minh s€ giai quyét moi chuyén!”



II. Khéng gi dau khé bang thiéu tién

Tuy nhién han co toi sau mwoi ba cach dé dwoc day tii, noi chung cach hay
nhdt va pho bién nhat la lay trom.

Rabelais (quyén II, Chuwong XVI)

Chiéu hém 4y rét cat da cat thit. Thir thoi tiét quang dang luc trang non.
Manh trang ludi liém t6i thich giit hinh anh “cai sung” mau bac mong manh,
nhot nhat, trong m¢o dudi nhitng tia nang cudi ngay bao truéc mot trong
nhu’ng dém quang dang lanh kinh ngudi va gi6 s& giat not _nhing chlec 1a
cudi cuing con sét lai dang xdo xac trén nhimg canh ciy u buén nhu tiéng luc

lac ré ré cta biy ngua giéB8l.

Boulot run ray kéo chiéc mii mau xanh trum kin tai; Tintin cling kéo hai
miéng che tai trén mil xudéng, nhitng dtra khac cling tim cach chéng lai lan
gi6 bac budt nhu kim cham. Chi riéng Lebrac - da van con sam nang hé, dau
tran, phanh 4o khoac - cudi cot, xem chut lanh kia nao bo bén gi, nhu no6 noi.

Trong lic bon dén trudc ngdi & mod da cho bon dén sau thi cha tudng Lebrac
cu Tétas, Gibus em va Guignard canh chung bia rirng phia quan dich.

N© trao toan quyén cho Tétas:

“Muodi 1am phuat nira tui tao huyt coi, néu may van chua thay dong tinh gi
cua bon kia thi hdy leo 1€n cay soi cua thang Camus. Néu van khong thay gi
ca c6 nghia 1 chac chan bon chung khong dén. Bay gid bon bay tré vé gip
tui tao & noi minh dong trai.”

Ba dwra gat dau tuan Iénh di t&i cho canh gac, dam con lai di 1€n sao huy¢t
cua Camus, noi ching c61 d6 chiéu hom qua.

“May théy déy,” Boulot nhan dinh, “chiéu nay minh dau co ¢ truéng duoc!”

“Thoéi!” Lebrac dap. “Mot khi dd quyét dinh 1am viéc khac thi khong can
nhac lai vi¢c da qua lam gi!”

Cai sao huyét nay ciia Camus that hét strc thoai mai. Mo da 1o thién hinh
thanh mot burc tuong thién nhién che chan mua va tuyét tir phia Velrans -
huong Tay voi hudng Nam - va tir phia dudi. Tu nhiing phia khac, cac cay



to, chi dé ho vai khe tréng hep gitra chiing va nhirg lum cay, da chin khong
it nhiing luong gio hoan toan chang 4m ap gi tir huéng Bac va hudng Dong
trong budi chiéu hom 4y.

“Minh ngdi di!” Lebrac dé nghi.

Mbi dira ty tim 14y cho ngoi. Nhirng vién da phang to rat tién. Sau khi dd yén
chd, cac chién binh ngdi nhin cha tuéng ctia minh.

“Vay 1a minh da dong y,” Lebrac ranh rot nhic qua vé cudc biéu quyét sang
nay, “rang minh s& chung stc dong gop dé c6 mot kho tang phuc vu chién
tranh.”

Muoi dira khong c6 tién dong gop nhat loat phan dbi.

Thang Mat Ca ngéo - bi goi nhu vay vi d6i mat né tron to thd 16 nhu muén
101 khoi tran, dimg canh n6 thi thang Guignard that 1a mdt trang anh tuan
ching kém Adonis2 - thay mit cho ca bon khéng ¢6 xu nao 1én tiéng.

B6 me nd 1a nong dan ngheo, dau tit mat tdi tur mong mot thang Giéng dén
tan giao thura kiém sdng qua ngdy va di nhién khong thé thuong xuyén cho
con tién tai dé tiéu thoa thich duoc.

“Lebrac,” nd nodi, “thé 1a khong dugc! May si nhuc bon ngheo ching tao!
May timg noi 1a minh binh dang; nhung may biét rd 13 khong phai nhu the
rang tao, thang Zozo, thang Bati va nhing dwra khac khong doi nao c6 noi
mot xu teng. Tao blet may rat dé thuvong ddi véi bon tao. Khi may mua keo,
thinh thoang may van cho tui tao an ké, may ciing cho tui tao liém thoi s6 co
la va keo que cam thao cua may; nhung may ciing biét 15 1a néu tui tao ngau
nhién c6 duge mot xu thi bd me ching tao tich thu ngay, bao rang dé mua gi
day cho chung tao ma that ra ching tao chang bao gid duoc thiy nhimg thu
iy ca. Sang nay chung tao di giai thich rdi. Ching tao khong déng gdp noi.
Chung tao 1a hang mat rép! Tui minh day khong phai 1a nuéc Cong hoa va
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tao khong tuan thi nghi quyét!
“Tui tao cling khong luén!™ chin dura kia hua theo.
“Tao da bao tui bay rang minh s& dan Xép ma!” chu tudng quat. “Va minh s¢

dan xép. Néu khong tao khong phai la thang Lebrac, khong phai chu tuéng
ctia bon bay, ching 1a cai coc gi hét thay, me kiép!



Con by gid nghe ddy nay, miy thang ngdc, vi tui bay chang tu nghi ra dugc
gi hét tron hét troi!

Tui bay tudng tién roi vao tay tao a? Tui bay twong O6ng ba gia tao cung
khong chup ngay cua tao tung xu ma bb hay me d& dau cua tao hay cua ai do
ghe¢ qua udng rugu roi dbi cho tao u? La cai chic! Néu tao khong linh ngay
ro1 sau do noi rang d3 1y xu 4y mua bi hay s6 c6 la thi s& mat ngay! Néu bao
d3 mua bi rdi thi tao phai chia bi ra cho 6 ong ba gia coi, néu khong ¢6 thi tao
phai xuy dong xu ra. Khi 6ng ba gia tao thay may hon bi thi ‘bop' > tao duoc
an may cai tat dé hiéu rang dong tién mo hoi nuoe mat khong thé tiéu xai vo
16i. Con néu tao noi rang d3 mua keo mat roi thi tao khong phai chia keo ra
ma n lién vai cai tat, roi 6ng ba gia chui tao 1a d6 hoang phi, tham an, pha
gia chi tor va con nhitng gi gi nita.

Day, chinh vi thé minh phai biét cAch mdi song noi trén coi doi nay va tao sé
chi cho tui bay biét nhu thé nao.

Tao khong ndi téi nhitng khoan tién thuéng ma ai ciing c6 thé kiém duoc khi
lam viéc cho ba gitp viéc cia cha x hay ba vg bé Simon; miy mu ndy
thuong keo kiét, it khi chiu xuy ra chut gi. Nhitng xu c¢6 dugc vao dip 1€ rira
t6i hay dam cudi ta cling khong tinh t6i lam gi, vi hiém khi c¢6. Nhung ciing
c6 vai cach ma chung ta c6 thé lam dugc:

Chang han mdi thang 130 budn quan 4o cii tdi kho chira nha Fricot. Cac ba
mang ban cho han gié rach va da tho. Tao ludén mang t61 ban cho han xuong
va d6 dong nat. Hai anh em Gibus cling thé, phai khong, Gibus anh?”

“Dling thé.”

“Pbi lai 130 tra cho minh tranh anh, vai ngoi but dung trong mat cai hop nho,
hinh dan hay mot hai xu tily mén minh ban cho l3o. Ket 1am 130 méi tra bang
tién, vi 1do rat keo kiét, chi thich du khi d6i thtr xwong dui to bo hay sat tot
ctia minh lay ba mén v& van cua 130, con hinh dan cia 1o ciing khong dinh
nita co. Thanh ra cur phai do1 thang: T6i mubén mot hay hai xu, tham chi ba
xu, néu minh ¢6 nhiéu do. Néu 1o khong chiu thi minh ctr viéc tra 1oi: ‘thé
thi dirmg hong’ r6i mang hang vé. Lo ban tién kia s& goi chung minh lai!

Di nhién tao biét khong phai lic nao minh ciing ¢6 ca déng xuong hay d6
sat. Cach hay nhat 1a tui bay ki€m vai vun trang, thr nay dat hon ca va c6 thé
ban theo ky vo1 gia cao.”



“O nha tao khong d& c6 dau,” Mit C4 ngio phan dbi. “Me tao c6 mot cai bao
trén noc ti. Ba nhét moi thir linh kinh vao day.”

“Thi may chi can thinh thoang moéc lay mot it. Nhung con nhiéu cach nira.
Nha tui bay nudi ga, nha ai cing nudi ga ca. Thé thi bay chi viéc hom nay
cudm tir 6 ga mot qua tru:ng, mal mot qua, ngay kia mot qua. Bay phal vao
chudng trude khi ga nam 6. R01 gidu k¥ trimg & mot goc nha kho, ro1 khi co
du mot ta hay nura ta bay dat can than vao g10 roi tGi quan cua me¢ Maillot,
nhu thé duoc nha sai di vay. Vao mua dong mu ta co thé tra téi hai muoi bén
xu mot ta trimg. VOi nira ta tring bay du tién dong gop nira ndm roi.”

“O nha tao thi ding hong,” Zozo ca quyét. “Ba gia tao chiéu nao, sang nao
cung chay theo dan ga, so dit chung xem c0 trimg khong. Ba ludn biét trudc
chiéu dén sé& c6 bao nhiéu trimg trong 6. Thiéu mot qua 13 s& om t6i ngay!”

“Con mot cach nita, cach nay hay nhat. Tao khuyén tat ca bon bay nén lam.

Tao mudn nodi téi nhiing budi bd ching minh say swa. Lan nao thay bd tao
danh bong giay dé di chg phién & Vercel hay Baume tao déu md co trong
bung.

O d6 ong chén day vOi nhu’ng nong dan tr man nguoc Xuong hay tu duoi
xudi lén; dng udng sudng vai coc rugu trang, vai coc khai vi hay vang. Trén
duodng vé ong vO1 nhiig nguoi kia con dung lai ¢ moi quan, ro1 trudce khi vé
nha b tao con udng mot cdc absinthe 0 quan Fricot. Mg tao phai di don. Me
tao khong ua ti ndo; 1an ndo ba ciling can nhan r01 bd me tao vic nhau, Ve to1
nha me tao hoi ong da tiéu hét bao nhiéu tién roi. Ong gia tao gam 1én rang
ong la chu gia dinh, chuyén nay chang lién quan gi dén ba gia, roi 6ng quing
40 x6ng 1én ghé lan ra ngu. Sau do, khi me tao ra dong cira gia va cho i bo
an thi tao luc tai va vi tién cua bb tao.

Ong khong bao gio biét rd trong d6 con bao nhiéu. Tao 1ay hai, ba hay bon
xu, tuy lac. Co 1an tao lay nhitng mudi xu, nhung thé 1a qua nhiéu, tao khong
dam lam lai nira, vi 6ng gia tao da nghi r61.”

“Ro1 sao? BO may c¢6 cho may mot tran khong?”” Tintin hoi.

“Con 1au! Me tao 1anh du thi c6. Bb tao cho réng me tao da léy khi don
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phong. Ong la 16i me tao dit 1am!
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“U, ding 13 mdt manh hay!” Boulot thira nhan. “May thay sao, Bati?”

“V6i tao thi chang ich loi gi, vi b6 tao khong bao gio uéng rugu ca.”
“Khong bao gi6?” Ca dam cung 6 lén sirng sot.
“Khong bao gio,” Bati budn xo0 1ap lai.

“DPung 1a mat tai h’c_)a déy, bo teo 0i,” Lebrac kéu 1én. “Mat tai hoa 16n! Mot
tai hoa that su! Thé thi danh bo tay thoi.”

“Chiu thua a?”

“Chac, thé nay thi chi c6 cach an bot an xén khi di mua do théi. Tao ‘dai
thich’ nhé: khi phai tra bang tién 16n thi may ldy mot xu r6i bao rang danh
mat. D nhién may s& an vai cai bop tai, nhung dudi thé gian nay lam gi c6
chuyén mién phi. Song, cach hay nhat 1a minh c&r kéu toang lang nudc 1én
trude khi bi 6ng ba gia danh, kéu to hét sizc khién ho khong dam thang tay.
Con néu khong phal 1a tién 16n thi minh cling co thé 1am cach khac. Chang
han minh duoc sai di mua rau cai. Cé thir bon xu mot bich, ¢6 thir ndm xu.
Thé thi néu minh c¢6 nidm xu minh lay mot bich bon xu rdi bao rang tai hang
ho dat hon. Khi nha sai di mua hai xu tuong mu tat, minh mua mot xu thoi
roi vé nha bao rang khong dugc nhiéu hon. Pau nguy hiém gi. Cung lam ba
me bao rang 130 hang xén 1a quan an cudp, 12 do luu manh, roi cling xong.

Véi lai minh khong bat ai ‘phai lam chuyén gi khong thé duoc. Néu bay ¢o
doéng xu bang cach nao day thi dong vao quy, néu khong ciing chang sao,
minh s& xem c6 cach giai quyét nao khac khong.

Minh can tién dé mua nhimg thr can thiét. Nhung néu bay tim thdy dau d6
mot cai cic, mot cai khuy moc, mot soi day giay, mot sgi day thun hay mot
doan day thi ctr bo tai roi giao lai, khuéch truong kho tang phuc vu chién
tranh cuia minh.

Ta s& udc tinh mén ay dang gia bao nhiéu, di nhién phai luu ¥ 13 né cii roi,
chtr khong phai méi tinh. Pra nao quan 1y kho tang s& phai co so ghi chép
chi thu dang hoang. Nhung cach hay nhat van 1a mdi dua tra dugc mot xu.
C6 thé roi ddy minh tiét kiém dugc chat dinh, ai biét dugc. Bay gid minh s&
an mung sau mot tran chién théng.”



“Q, tuyét diéu,” Tintin tan thanh ngay. “Co6 banh ngot, keo s6 co la...”
“Camoi!”

“Trudc hét phai kiém duogc tién da!” chu tuéng nhic nho. “Véi bao nhiéu
cach tao bay v€ cho tui bay thi phai la tham ngu méi khong ki€ém n61 moi
thang mot xu.”

“Pling 1lam!” dam c6 tién déng thanh dap.

Nhung ngay ca bon khong tién ciing himg huc lira sau nhitng giai thich cia
Lebrac nén ciing tan thanh dé nghi cta né ludn. Chung thé rang trong thang
t5i s& 1am du moi cach dé co thé dong goép phan minh. Con thang nay thi
ching dong cho thu kho hién vét va moi thtr chiing kiém duoc.

Nhung ai lam thu kho day?

Lebrac va Camus voi1 tu cach la chu tudng va phd tuéng khong thé dam
nhiém chure trach nay duge. Ca Gambette cling thé, vi n6 thuong hay Vang
mit ¢ truong; voi lai né nhanh chan can dé dua tin khi c6 chuyén chang
lanh. Lebrac dé nghi La Crique, vi La Crique tinh toan giéi, viét nhanh va rd
rang, that thich hop véi trong trach kho khin va can duoc tin nhiém nay.

“Khong, tao khong lam duoc,” La Crique tir chdi. “Bay dat minh vao vi tri
cua tao s€ thay ngay: tao ng01 ngay sat buc glang, b Simon ¢ thé thuong
xuyén thay viéc tao lam. Thé thi lic nao tao giai quyet dugc viée s6 sach?
Hoan toan khong dugc. Thi kho phai 1a mot dtira ngdi o cudi 16p. Tintin c6
thé 14 dua thich hop!”

“Duogc, Tintin vay,” Lebrac tan thanh. “Sau khi can nhéc thi may phai lam
thoi. Vo1 lai Marie cling mudn té1 d€ dinh cuc cho tu binh cua phe minh ma.
Dung r61, chi c6 may thoi.”

“Nhung néu tao bi bon Velrans tom thi minh s& mét rao kho tang.”

“Vay thi may s€ khong tham gia ddnh nhau, ma chi & lai phia sau xem théi.
D61 khi minh cling phai hy sinh vi dai nghia chi.”

“Pung roi! Tintin phai 1am thi kho!”



Tintin dugc chung hoan hé bau 1én, thé 1a moi chuyén duoc giai quyét, hay
1 gan nhu the, vi ching con phai chay t61 Bui Cay Lon xem ba dira canh gac
ra sao. Mai thdo ludn nén chung quén khong goi may dua do ve.

Tetas khong phat hién gi hét. Ba dtra bon chiing vura tan doc vira hut thudc
lam bang cong cay ong lao. Chung dugc thong bao vé quyét dinh méi day va
ca ba dtra déu tan thanh. Toan quan thong nhat tir ngdy mai s& dong nguyét
1im cho Tintin. Ai kiém noi tién thi ndp tién, khong thi dong bang hién vat.



ITI. Sé sach ciia Tintin

Oud thdt tir ngdy dén dady téi da tiéu pha kha nhiéu: tdm tram quan mét budi
sang kia, ngay khac mot nghin quan, roi mot ngay khac nira ba tram écu.

Thu cua Madame de Sévigné gui Madame de Grignan (ngay 15 thang Sau
nam 1680)

Vira vao to1 san truong Tintin yéu cau ngay nhing dira dem theo vo ndp cho
né mot to gidy nhap dé noé 1am lién mot quyén so cai cho quy, trong d6 nd s&
ghi moi chi thu ctia dao quan Longeverne.

R6i n6 nhan tan tay cia nhing dtra dong thué s6 tién ba muoi lam xu da du
kién, thu cua nhitng dtra nop bang hién vat bay chiéc ctic khac nhau vé hinh
dang va kich thuéc cong véi ba mau day. N6 dam chiéu suy nghi.

Ca budi sang no cAm but chi tinh tinh todn toan, gach chd nay mot ti, thém
chd no mot it. T6i gid ra choi nd hdi y vO1 Lebrac, Camus, La Crique va
nhirng dra c6 “mau mat” trong nhom, hoi vé gia ca cuc, kim bang, day thun,
so sanh d¢ bén cta day giay roi cudi cung quyét dinh nho ¢6 em Marie cua
né cb van, vi ¢d bé nhiéu kinh nghiém hon chung vé nhiing thir nay va ca
chuyén ban budn nira.

Sau mot ngay tham khao y kién va dong ndo gém ghé khién n6 nhiéu lan bi
trach mang va bi doa phat ng6i lai 16p, n6 da nguech ngoac gan xong du thao

quy, tror khi phai thém baot gi, day bay trang giay dé trude gio hoc sing hom
sau no s& dua cho toan thé chién hiru kiém tra va thong qua:

Quy chi thu cua dao qudn Longeverne
Cuc do somi I xu

Cuc ao len va do khodc 4 xu

Clic quan 4 xu

Moc gai 4 xu

Day deo quan 5 xu



Day thun nit tat 8 xu

Day giay 5 xu

Khuy moc ao khodc 2 xu

Tong cong 33 xu

Du phong cho chuyén chdang may 2 xu

“Nhung may quén kim vai chi roi,” La Crique ndi. “Néu tao khong nghi t4i
thi hong hét, dung khong? Lay gi dinh clic day?”

“U nhi,” Tintin cong nhan. “Vay la minh phai sira do6i chut it.”

“Tao nghi minh ¢t dé nguyén hai xu du phong,” Lebrac néi.

“U, tao ciing nghi thé,” Camus tan thanh. ‘jY nay hay day. Minh mat cai nay
cai no nhu khong, do ti quan thung 16 chang han... Minh phai nghi t6i moi
tinh huong.”

“Tui bay théy sao,q” La Crigue néi, “minh c6 thé bét hai xu cho éo‘len khéqg,
dang nao cung chang ai thay! Minh cai mot hai ctc trén cting du roi. Dau can
phai cai hét tir trén xuong dudi nhu linh phao tha!”

Camus co ngum anh phuc vu trong binh chung phao binh. No ubng tung loi,

du nhang cudi, cta anh nd. Nghe nhac dén hai chir “phao thu” n6 lién vui vé
khe kh& hat mot bai nghe dugc khi anh né vé nha nghi phép:

Khéng gi dep bang

Anh linh phao binh cuoi lac da!

Khéng gi chan bang

Tay linh bé binh trén dong... c...|

Ca dam, von say mé moi chuyén lién quan to1 nha binh va hao hing véi

nhiing_ diéu moi mé, lién mudn hoc ngay bai hat nay. Camus phai hat di hat
lai nhiéu 1an. Roi chung lai quay vé chuyén quy. Ching ban ting khoan mot



va thay rang bon xu cho khuy méc quan 1a qua_ nhiéu. Mdi cai quan chi can
mdt moc, ma nhiéu dira nho khong mic tha quan c6 moéc gai phia sau. Cho
nén chung cat khoan nay hai xu. Nhu vay van hop 1y va thira ra dugc bon xu
cho nhirng thr nhu sau:

1 xu chi tréng.
1 xu chi den.

2 xu kim khau.

Ngan sach dugc ca bon chap thuan. Tintin nodi thém rang sé& ké khai s ctic va
day nhan cia nhiing dira tra bang hién vat. Sang mai, so chi thu ciia nd sé
dau vao diy va bat cr luc nao moi ngudi cling c6 thé xem va kiém tra quy
cung moi tinh todn chi thu.

Ngoai ra né con tiét 16 rang c6 em Marie ctia nd, ngudi phu trach ban budn
cua dao quan, néu bon né mubn, da htra s& khau cho n6 mot cai bao gidng
bao chung van dung dung bi, dé no cat giit kho tang phuc vu chién tranh. Co
bé con chd xem kho tang nhiéu it thé nao dé cai bao khong qué 16n hay qué
nhd.

Chung hoan ho nhiét liét tdm thinh tinh nay va Marie, ai cling biét 12 ban gai
cua chu tuong Lebrac, dugc long trong phong lam “nguoi ban budn danh
du” cua quan Longeveme R6i Camus tuyen bd rang c6 em ho Tavie cla no
cling mudn gitp em gai Tintin trong viéc nay cang thuong xuyén cang tot
chang lién hoan ho ludn. Nhung thang Bacaillé chang nhitng khong hoan ho
ma con liéc xéo Camus nita. Thai do ciia né khong thoat khoi La Crique
canh giac va Tintin thu kho. Hai dira déu tu nhd han 13 ¢6 chuyén gi d6 am
muoi.

“Trua nay tao s& cuing voi La Crique t6i quan ctia me Maillot mua may mon

kia,” Tintin noi.

“Nén td1 quan mu Jullaude hon,” Camus noéi. “Tao nghe né1i mu ¢ nhi¢u
hang dé chon hon.”

“Phuong budn ban toan bon vo lai va trOm cap ca thoi,” Lebrac noi xen vao.
Han n6 da co6 thanh kién va it nhi€u kinh nghiém song réi. “Néu muon, may
ctr thtr mua mot nira & hiéu nay, mot nira ¢ hi¢u kia. R61 xem hi€u nao Itra it



deé trong tuong lai minh cir theo thé ma lam.”
“C6 1€ minh nén mua mdt lugng 16n,” Boulot néi. “Minh s€ dugc gia hot.”

“Chéc! Tintin a, may lam thu kho thi ctr theo ¥ may ma lam. Xong thi cho tui
tao xem soO sach 13 duoc roi. Tam thoi tui tao khong nén nhung mili vao lam

'7’

gi!

Cai cach Lebrac dua ra y kién nay da cham dat budi thao luin, bang khong
s& kéo dai chang biét bao gid mdi xong. Véi lai ciing da dén luc rdi, vi bd
Simon thay nghi nén ct di t6i di lui, tai giong 1én lang nghe, khong thém lam
bo lam tich gi ca, ¢6 téom duoge dam ba ciu trong cudc ban luan cua chang.

Ong thét bai hoan toan, nhung 6ng quyét dinh s& dic biét chu y Lebrac vi nd
c6 nhirng dau hiéu 16 10 va vé hung phan chang chat lién quan gi dén truong
16p ca.

La Crique, bi goi nhu vay vi no gay dét nhu con chim cu, nhung bu lai, la
mot dira nhanh tri va c6 tai quan sat hon tat ca bon chung gop vao, da danh
hot dugc suy tinh cua thay gi4o. Vi trong 16p Tintin ngdi canh chu tudng nén
néu dtra nay 1am nguy, dira kia co thé bi va lay va kho long giai thich dugc

vi sao trong ti nd c6 nhiéu tién thé. Do d6 trong tiét hoc, La Crique khuyén
n6 hay dé chimg, vi thdy y d6 cua thay gido that dang ngai.

Mudi mot gio Tintin véi La Crique t6i tiém ctia mu Jullaude. Sau khi 1€ phép
chao va héi mua mdt xu ctc 4o xong, chung hoi gia day thun.

Thay vi tra 161, myu hang xén t0 mo cham chu nhin ching r61 vo vinh hoi
Tintin mo§t cau gai bay:

“Cho me may a?”

“Khong!” La Crique sinh nghi nén tra 161 ho ban. “Cho em géi no.”

R6i khi my Jullaude cudi cudi néi gia thi né huych nhe Tintin, thi tham:
“Minh di thoi!”

Vura ra t61 duong La Crique giai thich o hon:



“May khong dé y thay mu toc mach nay cur héi tai sao, thé nao, & dau, khi
nao roi lam gi hay sao?

Néu minh mudn ca lang biét rang minh c6 kho tang thi ¢t viéc mua ciia mu.
Song diu sao ta ciing khong nén mua hét ngay mot 1an, chi khién nguoi ta
nghi. Tt hon c4 hom nay ta mua th@ nay, mai mua thir khac, ctr thé. Con
ching ta s€ khong doi nao tré lai quan cua mu dé gia nay nira!™

“Co cach nay tot hon nira, may biét khong,” Tintin cit ngang. “Minh nho
Marie toi ctra hang ctia me Maillot thi ba s& nghi rang né mua cho me tao.
Vi lai em tao ranh chuyén nay hon tui minh nhiéu, n6 lai biét mic ca nita.
Tao tin chic no s& dugc hon chung minh mot khuc day va vai cai ctc.”

“May noi dang,” La Crique tan thanh.

Khi gip Camus dang dung gian na nham ban 1i chim sé nhit moi quanh dun
phan cta bé Gugu, ching dua né xem nim muoi clc 4o bang thuy tinh trang
gan trén miéng gidy cimg mau xanh, giai thich Iy do vi sao ching than trong
chua mua nhiéu hon ngay mot luc, tuy vy chung bao dam khoang mot gio
s& mua xong hét.

Qua dung the that, vi quang muo1i hai g10’ rudi, khi Lebrac an trua xong, tay
thoc tii quan trén dudng dén truong, miéng huyt sao bai hat rat mot hoc
dugce cua Camus, no thay cO ban than thuong cua ndé dang vé voi va trén
khuc duong Ong khoi dén nha me Maillot.

Vi vao gid nay chang co6 ai dung trude cura nha va vi Marie khong trong thay
n6 nén no kin dao gia tiéng ga god gay deé co be chu y.

C6 bé mim cuoi, ra dau mot cach thong minh dé chi cho n6 biét minh di dau
con Lebrac, vo cung hoan hi, cling tra 161 ¢c6 bang mot nu cuoi rang rd, phan
anh niém vui phoi phdi cia mot tam hon khoe khoan va lanh manbh.

Nhung dra c6 mat o goc sau san truong hét thay déu dam dam vé phia cua
VOl ve sot rudt, ting gidy timg phut ngdng Tintin xuat hién. Ching biét ca
rang Marie chiu trach nhiém dich than di mua sim va Tintin dimg cho sau
giéng giat dé nhan tir tay c¢6 bé kho tang ma no s& dua ching kiém tra.

Cudi cung Tintin ciing xuat hién, di sau La Crique. Ca dam dong thanh “A”
1én nhu thé chao murng. Ching xtim quanh no, hoi té1 tap:



“May c6 hang khong?”

“Mot xu mua duoc méy cuc ao khoac?”

“Minh c6 da day khong?”

“Cho xem mAy cai khuy moc di!”

“Chi nay c6 dai khong day?”

“Bf) khi, tir tir nao!” Lebrac 16n tiéng la. “Néu tui bay dong loat néi thi s&
chang duoa nao nghe thay gi hét va néu dia nay leo 1€n lung dua kia thi
chang ai thay gi rdo. Nao, diing thanh vong tron di! Tintin s€ cho minh xem
hét moi thor ma.”

Chtng mién cudng lui lai. Pra ndo ciing mudn dimg gan thu kho va, néu
dugc, s mo nhirng thir quy bau ng. Nhung Lebrac khang khang khong chiu,

cam Tintin 161 ra bat cit mon gi, trudce khi ca bon ding tranh ra.

Khi dau day trat tu ca roi thi tha kho Tintin méi dac chi lan lugt moc tui lay
ra nhi€u goi nho boc gidy vang va liét ké:

“Nam muoi ctc 4o dinh trén gidy cimg!”
“Cha!”

“Tam muoi cic quan!”

“Oi gioil”

“Chin cuc gi [e! Thém dugc mot cai,” n6 noi thém, “bay phai bi€t rang mot
xu chi duogc bon cai thoi.”

“Nho Marie day,” Lebrac giai thich. “Co bé da mac ca dugc!”

“Bon khuy moéc quan! Hon mot mét day thun!” Tintin gio 1én cao cho thay
n6 khong nodi xao.

“Hai khuy méc 4o khoac!”



“Dep qua, phai khong?” Lebrac hoi roi nhé t6i bu01 chiéu bat hanh kia. Néu
hém ay no c6 dugc mot cai khuy moc thi, ¢o 18, rdt cude... tom lai 1a...

“Nam doi1 day giay,” Tintin noi thém. “Muoi met day, tang thém mot doan
dai vi Marie mua nhiéu mot lan! Mudi mot kim khau! Nhiéu hon mua 1é mot
cal. Va mot cudn chi den vo1 mot cudn chi trang!”

Mbi moén Tintin liét k&, md ra 16i gio 1én déu duoc don chao bing nhiing

“0”, “4”, “cha”, “me klep dﬁy cam than va nguong mJ.

“Bit duoc roi!” Chot Gibus em kéu 1én nhu thé né choi dudi bat voi chung
ban. Nhung that ra day la am hi€u bao thay gido t6i; chung lién tan di hét
trong luc Tintin nhét btra vao tii quan nhirng mén nd vira mo ra.

Chuyén dién ra nhanh va ty nhién dén ndi boé Simon khong may may ngo
vuc. Cung lam 1a ong nhan thay nhirng guong mat hai hdm trude con u dot
va kho dam dam bong tré nén that tuoi tan.

“La that,” ong nghi, “khong ngd thoi tiét, nang, gi6, mua, dong lai anh
huéng ti tim hon bon tré dén thé! Khi mua to gio lon thi khong cam can
chung duoc, chung phai ba hoa, gy go, khong chiu ngdi yén chd; con khi
tro1 dep thi ching lai ty dong cham chi, vang 161 va vui tuoi nhu chim
khudu.”

Ong thay gia trung hau khong may may nghi ngo nhing ly do tham kin sau
tham d& khién dam hoc tro ciia ong tuoi hon hén; dau 6c 6ng nhdi nhét
nhiing phuong phap su pham 16 mo nén 6ng da mo trang ddy nudc.

Ong ctr nghi rang lii tré, cai dam von thoat mot cai co thé thich ing ngay véi
nhitng tro gia tra cua xa hoi, s€ boc 10 bo mat that ctia ching trudc nhiing
nguoi ¢d doi chat uy quyén! Nhung thé gidi ctia chiing hoan toan biét 1ap va
chung s& chi 1a chung, that su 1a chung khi chi c6 ching véi nhau, tach han
moi 4nh mat soi méi to mo. Mt troi va mat tring chang anh hudng gi may
dén tinh khi cua chiing.

Pam Longeverne lién chay dudi nhau, chong gheo nhau trén sin trudng, roi
thi tham khi gap nhau:

“Vay 1a nhat tri, chiéu nay minh s& cho bon chung biét tay!”



“D1i nhién ro1! Chi€u nay!”

“Me kiep, chung cur viéc to1 di! Roi s€ 6m don!”

MGGt hoi coi ré 1én va tiéng thay gido khan khan ra Iénh nhu moi ngay: “Xeép
hang! Nhanh 1én!” cdt ngang nhiing 1061 bong gi6 vé danh nhau va nhiing
chién cong hién hach mai day cua ching.



IV. Thang loi lai tro vé tay ta
H&i nhitng kiéu nit kiéu hanh bi leu day, bao gio cde nang tré lai?
Séb. - Ch. Leconte (Chiéc miit na sit)

Chiéu hom ay bon Longeverne phan chan khong dlen ta noi. Khong au lo
nao, khong trac trd dang tiéc nao ngan chin dugc niém hao himg cua ching.
Bi trang gy thi nham nho gi! Ching coi khinh! Con so1 da u? Néu d6 khong
phai tlr gidn na cta thang Méo ban ra thi ching ludn du thi gio né tranh.

Nhimg do1 mat sang long lanh chop chop nhu tuoi cuoi trén nhing khuén
mat tuoi tan, nhitng cip ma hong ddy din va tron tria nhu nhiing qua tio
xinh xan ching té chiing that manh khoe va han hoan; nhirg canh tay, do61
chan, nhirg ban chan, doi vai, nhirng ban tay, co, dau, tat thay van dong, tat
thay rung dong, - tat thay nhay nhot. Oi cha, chung khong hé cam thay nhiing
chiéc gidy dé gé duong hay ho dao ning né dudi got chan, nguoc lai tiéng
gidy chung khua vang trén mit duong cung nghe nhu 10i de doa day kiéu
hanh gt t61 bon Velrans.

Ching la hét, cho nhau, nhac nhd nhau, x6 day nhau, chanh choe nhau va
bon chon hét nhu 1ii chod sin bi xich lau ngay gio day dugc tha ra dé duoi
theo tho hay c4o, 1ol chd sin nay ciing can tai can cang nhau dé chiuc ming
va biéu 10 niém vui.

Niém phan khoi cta chung lay lan ngay. Phia sau sy ham hé tién vé khu
rimg Saute ciia ching, phia sau niém vui nhip budc quin hanh ctia ching,
nhu thé sau khi nghe mot di¢u nhac oai hung, moi thanh nién nam nit khoe
manh trong lang déu bi thu hut va bi cudn theo: nhitng c6 b¢é nhit nhat héng
tuoi d6i ma theo chiing t6i cdy doan 16n r6i khong dam di xa hon, nhitng con
cho suia dng ang sai nhitng budc dai bén canh chiing, tham chi nhiing 4 méo
cai va nhitng chi meo duc ludn than trong cling leo 1én nhiing buc tuong
xung quanh, ¥ chirng can nhic c6 nén di theo doan nguoi no hay khong, dan
lang ding & ngudng cira nha ddi theo chiing véi 4nh mat do héi. Va chung
vira cudi vira tra 101 rang ching s& choi mot tro choi tuyét voi!

Vira méi té1 mo da Pepiot, Lebrac lién hudng s hao hirng cua cac chién si
vao dung noi dang chg, ra 1énh cho chung nhét da day tui.

“Ra t&i ngoai kia tui bay chi giit lai mot nta t4 d4 trong thi thoi, nta kia dé



xudng dat,” no noi. “Baé1 vi dé tan cong thi minh khong duoc qua nang nhu
mot bao bot.

Khi hét dan thi sau dira nho, mdi dra cam hai cai mii chay vé mo cua tay
Abel Chudt 1ay day da thém (vi mo nay gan nhat).”

N6 chi dinh nhiing dira ¢6 nhiém vu tlep té dan duoc khi can kip, r01 bao
Tintin cho cac dong doi xem kho tang chién tranh mot 1an nira dé ai ndy yén
tam. ROi nd ra hiéu lénh tién quan. Dich than n6 dan dau, dam trach vai tro
trinh sat cho toan do1 nhu moi khi.

N6 vira 16 dau ra thi dugc nghénh don bang mét vién da sugt qua tran khién
n6 phai cti dau Xuong N6 quay nguoi chi dé ra hiéu, bang mot cai gt dau,
cho linh cua n6 biét tran danh da bat dau. Tuc thi linh cua no tan ra. N6 de
moi dira tu tim ldy vi tri thich hop nhu moi khi, vi né tin chac rang chiéu
hém nay sy nhay bén ctia ngudi chién si sé khién chiung khong pham sai 1am.

Sau khi yén vi trén cai cay cua minh Camus lién bao cdo tinh hinh mat tran.

Ca lu Velrans ty tap ¢ bia rimg bén kia, tir thang to dau nhat dén thang oat
nhat, tir thang M¢éo leo cay dén thang Mat Banh duc tung bi xtr toi.

“Cang tot,” Lebrac két luan. “It ra cling s¢ dugc mot tran danh ra tro.”

Trong mudi lam phut, hai phe ban qua ban lai trang chiri ria quen thudc.
Nhung bon Velrans van khong chiu roi vi tri. C6 18 chiing cho rang hom nay
quan Longeverne ciing sé lai tran tryi lao 1én tan cong giong hom trudc. Cho
nén chung cr dung tai chd chd. Chung thira mira dan, vi chung vira t6 chic
mot kiéu tai dan m&i: mot nhom nhai ranh lién tuc mang nhirng chiéc khan
mui soa dung day d4 dugc lay tir nhitng tang da giita rimg roi dem t6i d6 o
bia rung.

Bon Longeverne thinh thoang mdi tréng thay d6i phuong phia sau chién liy
va cay coi.

Lebrac hoan toan khong thich kiéu danh dam nay. N6 muén du doi phuong
ra xa mot chut trén canh dong trong, thu ngan khodng cach giita hai phong
tuyén, nhu thé truy kich s€ dé thang lo1 hon.

Thay bon Velrans khong chiu ra khoi tuyén phong ngu, né quyét dinh tung



mot nura luc lugng ti€én cong.

Puoc héi ¥ kién, Camus tir trén cdy leo xudng, ndi rang day 1a chuyén cua
no6 va né muodn ty dam trach. Tintin, vi phai ¢ lai hau phuong, chan nan ngoi
ding khong yén khi thay 1 ban chay to1 chay lui.

Camus khong dé mat thi gio. Tay cam gian na, n6 ra 1énh cho hai muoi linh
ctia minh mdi dra mang theo bén vién d4, khong nhiéu hon, roi phat 1énh tan
cong.

Ching di thong nhat 13 s& khong danh giap 14 ca, chi toi gan phe dich mot
khoang vtra phai - han 1a dich quan s€ sung sot 1am vai 161 tan cong nay -
ban x4i xa vao hang ngti cua chung roi rit ngay dé tranh mot cudc phan kich
chac chan rat nguy hiém.

Doi quan x6ng 1én dudi sy chi huy ciia Camus, dtra ndy cach dira kia tir bén
dén nim budc. Qua that, trude tran tap kich chdp nhoang tao bao nay “phao”
cua phe dich tit mat mot lac. Phai chdp thoi co! Camus kéo miéng da cay na
nhiam ngay thing Aztec, trong khi linh cta nd vung tay ném loan vao phe
dich.

“Rut ngay!” Camus hét 16n khi thdy quan cta thang Aztec tap hop lai dé
phan cong.

Mot tran mua da dudi theo sat got chung va nhimng tiéng hét dién cudng
chirng t6 dén luot bon Velrans truy kich.

Khi thay quan dich khong céi trudng nira thi thang Aztec cho rang tiép tuc
phong ngy lau thém 1a v6 nghia.

Camus nghe tiéng ho hét sau lung, song no tin & ddi chan nhanh nhen cua
minh nén ngoai co lai xem tinh thé ra sao. Nao ngd chi tuéng dich cing véi
nhitng dura chay nhanh nhit cta né dudi theo, ma Camus di hoi tut hau so
v6i dong bon roi. Néu khong mudn bi tom thi nd phai co gio chay hét stc.
NoO biét réng dam th.;ing Aztec - ma n6 di thoat dugc vao budi chiéu dai hoa
ctia Lebrac - chi ldm le cit ctc 4o cic quan cta nd, nhat 1a mudn tude cai na.

Thé thi phai nhanh chan nhanh cang 1én thoi!

Nhung that khong may! Mot vién da dugc ném that luc - chic chin 1a cua



théng Méo cho chét - tring ngay nguc no, khién né khung lai roi loang
choang. Bon kia s€ x6ng vao né mat thoi.

“B0 khi! Hong kiéu roi1!”

Nhanh nhu chép Camus 6m nguc voi ve tuyét vong, nga vat ra sau, nam bat
dong va hét tho.

Bon Velrans cling vira ao toi.

Chung da theo doi duong bay vién da cua thang Méo va b0 dang cua Camus,
thay no ngad song soai, tai xanh tai xam, khong rén mdt tiéng. Chung khung
ca lai.

“Nho nod chét!...”

Ngay luc dy tiéng ho hét dién gian doi bao thu cla phe Longeverne vang 1én
dir doi, cang luc cang lon, tran ngap thung ling, roi gdy goc, guom giao
vung lén khiing khiép va cudng loan nham bon Velrans ma lao t4i.

Bon nay lién quay got chay bay vé chd tra an, lai phong thu, tay 1am 1am da,
trong khi toan quan Longeverne chay t&1 bén Camus.

Qua doi mi mat khép ho va hang mi hap hay, ngu:0’1 chién binh nga lan dung
nay thay bon Velrans dimg lai ngay trudc nd, réi quay ngudi bo chay.

Thé 13, qua tiéng gao thét dir doi cang lic cang gan, nd doan rang phe nod
dang h01 ha toi ctru khién quan dich phai thao chay, n6 lién mé mat, ngdi
day roi ung dung dtng 1én. Roi nd chéng nanh, cui chao hét strc lich thiép
bon Velrans dang xon xao 16 dau nhin qua chién liy.

“Dé con lon! P ban thiu! P6 phan phac! D6 hén!” Thang Aztec gao 1én khi
thay tu binh cua no - ding thé that! - thoat khoi nho quy ké. “Cur cho di!
Nhat dinh tao s€ tom dugc may! May khong thoat khoi tay tao dau, do cho
chét!”

Camus, c6 dao quan Longeveme ngo ngac dimg sau, binh than va cuoi cot
dat ngon tay tr6 vao hong rdi dua tu sau ra trude, tu co téi cam bdn lan.
Pung luc 4y nd chot nhd téi ngudi anh phao tha va dé hoan thién céi ctr chi
day ham y kia, n6 vd manh tay phai vao dui phai, roi ngtra ban tay, ngdn cai



chi vao duong x¢é & quan.
“Thé con cai nay!” no goi. “May c6 mudn tom n6 khong, hé thang ngu?”
“Hoan ho! Hoan ho, Camus! Meo meo! Gau gau! Be be! Cuc tac!”

Dbam quan Longeverne gia nhiéu tiéng kéu dé che nhao su ca tin ngu xuan
cua bon Velrans cling nhu dé chiuc mung Camus qua cam da thoat hiém va
cho1 bon kia mot vo tuyét hay.

“DAau sao may ciing bi trang dan cta tao!” Thang Méo gam lén, bi giang co
giita nhitng cam xuc khac nhau. Trong sau tham 1ong minh né mung vi cai
cach su viéc bién chuyén, thé nhung né rat phan no vi thang khon kiép
Camus khién n6 hét hon hét via mot cach vo ich nay di thoat khoi hinh phat
dich dang.

“Em bé 01,” Camus déap, n6 da nay ra y d6 gi day ro1. “Cu yén tri! Minh con
gap nhau nita ma!”

Mot train mua da lai roi xubng hang ngii khong duoc che chd, chi trang bi
gay goc cua quan Longeverne khién chung phai vdi vang quay dau chay ve.

Song vi da san da nén tran danh lai bung 1é€n dir doi bdi bon Velrans, bi bao
vay, tic dién nguoi vi that bai, bi ltra gat, bi giéu cot va bi nhuc ma, thu nay

phai tra, ngay 1ap ttrc, da quyét dinh tiép tuc tin cong.

Ching timg tom dugc chi twéng dich thi lan nay phai xui xéo lam mdi
khong bat dugc vai ba thang linh.

“Chiing s& t6i ngay ddy!” Lebrac nghi.

Con Tintin ngoi ding khong yén ¢ hau phuong. Lam tha kho qua 1a thir viéc
chan nhat doi!

Trong khi d6 thang Aztec tap trung dam si tht dang qua khich va bung bung
Itra gian lai, hd1 ¥ ngan ro1 quyét dinh tong tan cong.

N6 gao nhu sam “Dich vat tui bay!” r61 lao ra tran dia, toan quan cua né
vung gay goc ao theo.



Lebrac khong chan chir thém nita. NO dap lai 101 ho cua db6i thu cling bang
mot tiéng thét vang ling “TO ba tui Velrans!”, r6i mot lan nita quan
Longeverne lai vung guom gido véi gy goc vot nhon dau va dugce trui ctng
xong toi.

“Dd moi Phé Do khén nan - Ba lén khén nan - Db noi ¢b dao - Do diém
dang - Db 6n dich - b dé tién - D6 moi rg - 6 dam nguc - Bo dao gao -
Do chét bam - Do cho ghé - P6 chiy ran!” Pay méi chi 1a mot sb tiéng chiri
qua chui lai trude khi chung cham tran nhau.

RO rang ta co thé noi réng cai lud1 khong that nghiép!

Méi dau da con bay tirmg loat viu viu trén dau, nhung roi mot tran loan da
ghé gém dién ra sau do. Ta nghe tiéng gly giang 1én dau 1én co, tiéng guom
gido gdy rang rac tiéng nam dam thui vao nguc, tiéng bop tai gion gia, tiéng
gidy gb gdy, tiéng rit the thé. Bop! Bum! Cac!

“Po phan boi! PO heén!” Nhing mai toc dyng dung, nhiing khi gioi bi gay,
nhtng than hinh quan vao nhau, nhiing canh tay vung that cao dé 101 hét st
giang xuong, nhirg nim tay téng t6i tru¢e nhu nhing thanh truyén lyc va
nhling cang chan xoac trén dat. Chiing qudy dap dir doi, 1an 16n, ving vay dé
dam da duoc moi phia.

Vira moéi bat dau La Crique d3 bi tring mot ct thinh linh, chang biét cta dta
nao, ngd phich xudng dat; né ctr ngdi bét chdng tra, dap tring 6ng quyén dira
nay, nén trung dau géi dra kia, 1am trit mat ca chan dra no, danh giap ngon
chan dua khac va giang that luc vao bap chan dira khac nita.

Lebrac, toc dung dimg nhu 16ng con lon rung non, dau tran, c6 4o phanh ra,
tay nam cay giy gdy, nhu mot cai ném bang sat xong vao cai dam quanh
thang Aztec, tim co ké thu lic lay lic dé nhu lic cay man, bat chap dam
Velrans xiim vao tim toc, bop tai, dam da. No tho phi pho nhu mot con ngya
chtng ngay giita trung vay va cudi cliing thoat ra duoc.

“A ha! Tao tom dugc may roi! Théng khén kiép!” nd gao lén. “May khong
thoat dugc dau! Tao the vO1 may day! May s& dugc nem mui! Tao s€ 101 may
tdi Bui Cay Lén - néu can thi tao choc tiét may - réi may sé dugc ném mui,
tao bao cho may biét!”

Vura noi, n6 vira dam da Aztec. R61 Camus va Gibus anh xum vao gitp n6



khiéng chi tuéng dich dang ra strc chéng cu. Camus va Gibus anh moi dua
tam mot chan con Lebrac gitr chat hai tay Aztec; Lebrac 16n tiéng chui va
thé s€ bop c6 Aztec néu thang nay gid tro xao tra.

Trong khi d6 dai quan hai bén van chién dau kich liét, nhung rd rang thing
lgi da mim cuoi voi phe Longeverne. Danh xap la ca thi chung lyc ludng va
khoe an dut dbi phuong. Co may thiang Velrans bi trang don dau rat lui
trude, mot sé dira khac rat theo; cu01 cung khi thdy chinh chi tudng bi 16i di
thi chung tan dan ra nghé, manh ai ny chay.

'9’

“Tém ching di! B6 khi, tom di, tom 14y vai dtra!” Lebrac gam 1én tir xa.

Cac chién binh Longeverne lién a0 at dudi theo nhung, nhu ta c6 thé doan
duogc, bon chay tron dau c6 diung lai ma doi ching; véi lai, nhitng ké thang
tran t0 mo mudn xem chu tuéng dich bi xtr 1y thé nao nén thoi khong truy
kich thém nfra.



V. Coc troi hanh hinh
Chiing bi tréi tran truéng vao nhitng chiéc coc sdc sé.
A. Rimbaud (Con tau say)

Thang Aztec c6 tén goi nhu thé vi né nho nguoi va gay nhom; tuy vy no
khong phai la dra cam chiu bo tay, khong chong tra. Chi lat nita thoi 1a
Lebrac va hai thing kia s& duoc ném mui ngay.

That vay, trong lac Lebrac ngoai ¢ doc thuc linh truy kich quan dich thi tén
t0 binh, giéng nhu con céo sa bay, loi dung gidy phut lo 1a d6 dé tra thu
truéc cho nhuc hinh dang dgi minh, ngoam ngay ngdn tay cai cua Lebrac va
nghién rang can dén chay mau. Con Camus va Gibus anh bi dap tring mang
suon. Thé méi biét cai gia phai tra néu loi 1ong, du chung di kep chit chan
thang Aztec gitta tay va thin minh.

Véi mot ¢t dam thién nghé giang trang mom Aztec, Lebrac budc thing nay
phai nha ngon tay cai ciia né da bi can td1 tan xwong. Mot lan nita, Lebrac sa
sa trat 1én dau nd du tht 1oi bang bd va nguyén ria va nd s& phai dén moi toi
161, ngay tai ché.

Vira hay doan quin kéo vé, khong bat dugc thém dira ndo. Thé thi thing
Aztec s€ phai tra ng cho ca bon.

Tintin lai gin dé nhin tdn mat t0 binh lién bi phun nuéc bot tring ngay mat.
Nhung né coi khinh hanh dong phi bang dé va vira cudi khay vira ngam
nghia chu tudng dich.

“A, hoa ra 1a may! Cha, cha, thang khdn, may khong thoat ndi dau. Thang
cho chét! Gia ma Marie c6 ¢ day chi dé giat toc may; han né sé thich thu
lam. A, may sui bot mép a, d6 ran doc! Cir viéc sui bot mép di, may sé
khong dugrc tra lai ciic va mong may cling s€ khong duoc 16t dau.”

“Lay day, Tintin!” Camus ra lénh. “Minh bo khtic d6i nay lai.”

“Budc cang nod lai, hai cang sau roi dén hai cang trudc. Sau d6 troi nd vao
cdy soi 16n kia, r0i cho nd mdt trdn mé man so so. Nay, cai dong phan ban
thiu kinh tom kia, tao néi cho may biét, may s& khong con can véi phun
nuoc bot nira duoc dau!”



Céc chién binh lan luot trd vé lién tham gia vao cudc hanh hinh. Ching bat
dau tréi chan trudc, nhung vi thang Aztec khong ngimg phun nudc bot vao
bat ky dtra nao dén gan tam phun cta nd va tham chi con tim cach cin nén
cht tuéng Lebrac lién ra 1énh cho Boulot moi ti con khi do day nay tim
khan mui soa tong vao cai mdm ban thiu cia né.

Boulot tuan 1énh: mot tay no cé che mat dé khoi dinh nudc bot cua thang
Aztec, tay kia moc trong tai quan thang tu binh mot miéng gi¢ vudng vuc
khong rd mau gi, c6 thé 1a ké 6 mau do, neu khong thi [a mau trang trude do
khong 14u, lac con sach s&. Nhung vi tim gié lau ndy da phai tiép xuc voi
nhiéu thir khac nhau va nhat dinh da duoc dung vao du thir viée nhu xi mii,
troi, bit mdm, bit mat, 1am tai xach, mi, bang vét thuong, lau tay, dung tién,
dung d4, lau ring, lau bat, van van nén dudi mat ngudi xem nd chi con mang
mot mau chéo 10ng, xanh xam hay xin xin, chang dep d& ti nao.

“Cha, miéng gié rach cta may sach qua ha,” Camus néi. “Con day bao nhiéu
1a vét tich! D6 ¢ do! May khong xau ho sao khi mang cai thu ban thiu nay
trong tGi? Thé ma con khoe mé 1a giau! That gom ghiéc! Thr nay thi dén an
may ciling khong thém lay. Chang biét nén cam goc nio nira day!”

“Khong sao,” Lebrac quyét dinh. “Cr c6t quanh mém né. Néu con dinh md
thi n6 co thé ctr hoc, khoi phi pham.”

Nhiing ban tay manh mé& quan khin quanh ham duéi thang Aztec roi thit nat
sau gay khién vién tuéng tu binh khong cuc cua dugc nita va phai cam hong.

“Hom trudc may ra 1énh danh tao. Hom nay mong may ciing s€é dugc an don
toi ta.”

“An miéng tra miéng,” nha dao dtc La Crique tuyén bd.
“Gibus anh, lay roi quat n6! Cho nha tleu quy toc khong biét diéu nay ném
chat mui dé 4m nguoi trude khi bi tut quan! Con nhitng dira kia xich lai, lam

thanh mét vong tron!”

Vé6i mot canh cdy xanh, mém nhung chic, Gibus anh can than quat sau phat
vao mong thing Aztec dang ngat thd vi dau va tirc dudi tim gié bit mom.

Trong khi do Lebrac khé thi‘thém v6i Camus va Gambette rdi hai dtra nay
len lIén bo di khong ai biét. R61 n6 vui veé kéu to:



“Xong, bay gid t6i luot cac cic! Tintin thadn mén, may chuan bi sin tai quan
nhé, gidy phut trong dai dén ro1 day! Pém cho k¥, dung dé mat gi nhe!”

Lebrac than trong bat tay vao vi¢c. Phai lam sao dé khong lam hu hai gi, do
ctr dong qua nhanh hay cit khong khéo, nhirng moén d6 trong khoan chudc
161 ndy cua thang Aztec, nhitng mon dd han sé& lam giau thém kho tang chién
khi ciia quan Longeverne.

N6 bat dau voi doi giay.

“A al” nd kéu Ién. “Mot soi day giay méi! Tuyét qua!™
Nhung né ndi gidn ngay tirc thi:

“Ca chon! Day dut r6i budc nat lai!”

Roi, ludn dé mat tdi day troi chan Aztec, bao dam cho miéng né trude ch da
tra thu cua théng kia, Lebrac tur tir g& cai “nat khi gi6”, rut day giay ra dua
cho Tintin. RO t6i soi thtr hai, nhanh hon nhiéu. Poan né kéo cao hai dng
quan ctia ti binh dé tich thu day cao su nit vé.

Nhung né that vong. Théng Aztec chi c6 mot s¢1 day cao su budc vo. Chiéc
v6 kia chi nit bang mot doan day ta. Tuy vay Lebrac van tich thu hét. N6 vura
thao vtra lam bam:

“Po an cap! Khong c6 noi lay mot doi nit vé! Theé ma con khoe mé! Bo may
lay tién tiéu pha nhiing gi? Pem udng ruou hét chtr gi nita? B6 con nha
nghién ruou! May la ché con cua ga nghién rugu!”

Roi Lebrac cht y ki dé khoi sot mot chiée ctic va 16 khuy nao. Pén khi kiém
tra k¥ cai quan thi n6 rat phan khaéi. Thang Aztec c6 chiéc day deo quan that
tot va bén, v4i nhirng hai nep.

“Sang qua!” Lebrac nhan xét. “Bay clic quan. Hay lam, 16i con a! Pé cam on
thi may dugc thém mot roi nita cho chura cai thoi ché bai ngudi nghéo. Bon
Longeverne chiing tao khong bun xin, chuyén don vot lai cang khong. Ptra
dau tién trong bon tao bi bay bat s& sudng biét may khi dugc soi day deo
quan tuyét voi thé nay dé thay! Me kiép! Tao con gan nhu uéc dia do 1a
tao!”



Cai quan cua ga tu binh, bi cat hét cuc, khoen va méc, tut xudng hai chan né
thanh nép, nhu chiéc dan accordeon.

Ao len, a0 gi 18, a0 khoac va ao so mi cting bi lam thit dau ra day. Trong tai
quan nho cua thing Aztec c6 ca mot dong xu m01 tinh, s€ dugc vao soé cua
Tintin dudi muc “Du trit cho trudng hop khan cap”.

Cudi cung, sau khi da kham di kham lai ky ludng nhiéu lan cic chién si
Longeverne chac chin rang khong con gi, that khong con gi ntra dé tich thu
va sau khi da lay con dao cua thing Aztec cho Gambette vi né khong co, ca
bon quyet dinh hét strc than trong cdi troi chan tay cho tu binh. Ciing da dén
luc ro.

Théng Aztec gian sui bot mép duodi cai gi€ bit mom, dau kho di dap tat hodc
cam han da bop nghet ndi xdu ho cua nod, ndé khong budn nghi ca dén viée
kéo cai quén da tut dé 16 dudi chiéc 4o so mi cap mong do hon vi bi danh.
Mobi ban tam dau tién cua né la giat phang khoi miéng chiéc khan mui soa
khén kiép kinh khung.

R61 méi vira ho1 ha hit hoi that sau vira kéo quan che mong n6 da bat dau
ga0 lén nhitng 101 nguyén rua véi bon hanh ha no.

May dtra Longeverne dinh nhay x6 vao dan n6 mdt tran nira, nhung Lebrac
to ra dai lugng, mim cudi can ching lai. Han no6 ¢6 1y do.

“Cur dé thang bé¢ kéu la, néu no thich,” Lebrac noi voi vé gi€u cot. “Tré con
cling phai dugc vui chir.”

Théng Aztec vura 1€ chan bo di, vira 6a khoc vi cam gian. Di nhién n6 nghi
dén chuyén bat chude thang Lebrac thir Bay vira qua: no ngoi thup sau lum
cdy gan nhat va quyet tam ching t6 cho bon kia thay no ciing gan lién khong
kém, n6 coi hét d6 ra, ké ca 4o so mi, chong mong vé phia bon Longeverne.

Bén phia Longeverne, bon chiing ngdm nghi.

“Lebrac, 1€ ra may phai dé tui tao dan n6 mot tran nita! Coi chung nd nhao
bang minh cho ma xem!”

“Ké no, k¢ no!” Chu tudng gat di. N6 da co ké hoach roi.



“Coi kia! Tao da bao ma!” Chot Tintin kéu 1én.

Pung thé. Théng Aztec tran truéng chot tir sau bui cdy nhay ra, xuét hién
trude mat ca dam Longeverne, chia vao bon nay cai ma Tintin da du doan,
gan ¢ churi chung la do heén, d6 cudp duong, dd choé chét, d6 non hot, do...
Roi khi thdy ké dich co vé sap nhay x6 ra dudi thi né vot chay nhanh nhu
tho.

Nhung né, thang x4u s6, chay khong duoc xa...

Thinh linh hai hinh dang 1am li bao di€u bat hanh hién ra trudc né chung bon
budc, gio nam dam can duong, 161 tdm cd no, cho nd dn da toi boi va dung
strc 101 no tro lai Bui Cay Lon 1a noi nd vura duge tha.

Hoa ra hoi ndy Lebrac kin dao thi thio voi Camus va Gambette khong phai
trd chuyén tim phao. N¢ 1a nguoi ludn nhin xa trong rong, nhu né van noi,
nén khac véi chiing ban, nd da doan trudc 1a thang nhoc dai bip nay thé nao
cling s& choi lai chung mot v6. Thanh ra nd lam ra vé khoan dung tha tu
nhan du i ban phan d6i, dé roi bat tré lai gon bang.

“Sao, ban, ban mubn chéng mong vao chung t& a? Puoc théi! Khong nén
lam trai y tré con. Ching t¢ s€ nhin mong cua ban va ban cling s€ cam nhan
dugce nd. Nao, tréi thang ranh con nay vao ciy sdi. Gibus anh, 1ay gdy tam
quit phan nam phia duéi cai lung né cho tao!”

Lan nay Gibus anh cuc ky hao phong. N6 quat cho ti nhan khong nhing
muo1 hai cai ma con thém vai cai nira dé day cho thang nay biét lam phién
hai anh em né mdi chiéu trén duong vé nha 1a thé ndo.

“V&i lai tao dan cho thit may mém chut it, ¢ con ch6 Turc nha tao khoi dau
rang, khi n6 ngoam vao da thit ban thiu cia may,” n6 n6i thém.

Trong khi d6 Camus luc boc quén ao bi tich thu cua tu binh.

Khi cdp mong cua thang Aztec do nhu ltra ro1 chung c6i troi cho no, Lebrac
trinh trong dua n6 goi do, noi:

“Thugng 16 binh an, ong dit do! Gui 161 chao dén ddm ga mai cua ong!”

RO1 no noi tiep bang giong rat ty nhién:



“A, may muon chong mong vao chiung tao ma! Nao, chong di, chong di, bao
lau cling dugc! May s€ con dugc chong dén chan thi thoi! Tao, Lebrac, tao
htra vo1 may day!”

Lan dugc tha nay Aztec chuon ém va chay vé véi ddm quan that tran cua
minh.



VI. Vin nan khing khiép

Néu c6 vé nhu t6i d3 vay muon cai twa dé cua Paul Bourget va khi to1 dat
dau cham héi thay vi mot cau trich din noi tleng lam dé tir cho chuong nay,
nguoc voi thoi quen tir truéc dén nay, thi xin ban doc nam nit hay tin rang
to1 khong hé ¢6 y danh Itra ban doc va nhat 1a toi khong dinh tim cam hung
cho nhiing trang tiép theo day tu nha van “lung danh” néi trén. Khong ai
khong biét - ma chinh thay gido Octave Mirbeau tuy€t voi cua to1 van khong
ngdt nhac nho chung to1 - rang phai c6 nién kim tor mgt tram nghm quan tro
1én thi may ra ta méi bang dugc c& Paul Bourget. Thanh ra, toi xin nhéc lai,
gitta cac nhan vat cua nha vién si 16i lac va noi tiéng kia vé1 bon nhoc lanh
manh va ran roi ma t6i bién chép that tha va nghiém tac & day hoan toan
khong lién quan gi dén nhau.

Khi Aztec vé téi chd ddm quan ctia no thi nd khong can phai ké chuyén gi da
xay ra. Thang Méo dimg trén cai cdy da chimg kién hét hay la gan hét moi
chuyen tran don, phuc kich, cit cuc quan clc 4o, chay trén, bi bat lan tha
hai rdi dugc tha. Co thé ndi moi chién hiru ctua ndé déu di cung song vo1 chu
tuéng nhitng gidy phut dang so cua sy dau don, dan vit va cam phan.

“Bay gio minh phai di thoi!” thang Mit Banh dtc noéi. N6 van chua lay lai
dugc binh tinh va khong ddm tha nhan rang chuyén chang may cua chu
tuéng da khoi day nhitng ky niém dau budn caa chinh né.

“Minh phai lo chuyén an méac cho Aztec da chu,” mot vai dira 1én tiéng.

Chung mé cai boc ra. Khi thao hai éng tay 4o khoac that nut ching tim thay
do6i gidy, doi vo, 4o gi 18, 4o len, 40 so mi va cai mil. Nhung thiéu cai quan...

“Quan cua tao dau? Pwra nao gilt quan cua tao?” thang Aztec hoi.

“Khong c6 trong nay,” thang Méo dap. “Co thé may danh roi lac chay vé
day chang?”

“Phai tim!”
“U, bay xem thir coi n6 ¢ dau!”

Moi cdp mat cham chu ddo khap bai chién truong. Nhung khong thay noi
nao ¢6 mot manh vai.



“May leo 1én cdy, nhanh 18n,” Aztec bao thang Méo. “Cé thé may thay nd
roi & dau do.”

Thang Méo ling 18 leo 1én cay doan nd van dung lam chd tham sat.

“Tao khong thdy gi ca,” nd cho biét, sau khi tim mot luc. “Khong thdy gi
ca... a khong!, khong gi ca... nhung may co chéc 1a khi céi quan 4o sau bui
cay may da nhét quan vao boc khong?”

“Dfi nhién 1 tao c6!” Chu tudng dap, day au lo.

“Vay n6 ¢ dau moi duge chu?”

“Tién su! L khén kiép 4y!” Thang Méo bdng kéu 1én. “Nghe ndy, bon ngu
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ngdc chung bay dong tai ma nghe nay!
Bon Velrans vénh tai lang nghe. Qua thyc la ching nghe r6 mon mot tleng
quan dich trén duong vé nha dang hat rong 1én doan diép khiic mot bai dong
dao, co vé rat hop tinh hop canh, va khong mang tinh cach mang lam nhu
moi khi:

Oi, cdi qucfn cua toi

Dau nhi?

T6i biét ldy gi

Che mong?

Oi, khi oi la... khi!

Thing Méo nghiéng ngudi, vin veo, nhich 1én cao qua dam 14 canh dé c6 thé
nhin xa hon. Chgt n6 kéu lén, day tuc toi:

“Chung no ldy quan cta may roi! Ching no lay cap quan cia may roi, bon
khén kiép, quan an cap! Tao thay chiing budc quan may nhu cai co vao dau
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mot cdy sdo dai! Ching sip toi mo da roi!

Cai diép khic nhao bang kia van tiép tuc vang dén tai thang Aztec cing dam
linh cia n6 dang rat kinh hoang:



Oi, cdi qudn cua toi

Dau nhi?

Téi biét lay gi

Che mong?

Oi, khi oi la... khi!

Do6i mit chil tudng mé to, chép chdp, nhoe di. N6 tai mat.

“Chét cha, 1am sao tao vé nha bay gio? Tao biét phai noi sao? Tao phai lam
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gl day?... Tao dau dam cur thé nay di qua lang duoc!
“C6 18 minh nén chd dén khi that tdi,” mot dira dé nghi.

“Nhung néu vé tré qua thi om don ca 1i!” thang Mit Banh dtc ban khoan.
“Minh phai nghi ra cach gi mé1 duoc.”

“Thé nay nhé,” théng Méo dé nghi, “néu 1ay kim bang gai ao khoac cua may
that k¥ thi c6 thé nguoi ta khong thiy duoc nhiéu.”

Sau khi 1y day x6 vao giay va lay kim bing cai vao cd 40, ching cb thi.
Nhung khong duoc, khong hy vong gi dugc! Thang Tatti né1 4o khoac
khong dai qua giu 4o so mi khién thing Aztec tréng ctr nhu khoac 4o 15814%
mau den bén ngoai chiéc 4o 1€ mau trang.

“Hét mdt ong cha xwr,” thang Tatti noi, “chi nguoc mau.”

“U, v6i lai may ong co dao ciing dau c6 dé 10i bap chan,” thiang Pissefroid
61. “Khong duoc dau may o1.”

“May quan ao choang nhu cai vay c6 dugc khong?” thang khac noi. Quén
quanh that lung thi nguoi ta khong trong thiy mong. Tyi minh mac nhu thé
ca dam thi nguoi ta tuong rang tui minh dua nghich. Bang cach nay thi it ra
may cling ¢ thé vé dén nha duoc.”

“U, nhung khi vé dén nha, b6 me tao bao tao phai dn mic cho nghiém chinh
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thi 10i ra ngay. Lac 4y c6 ma chét!
“Minh ctr di vé phia lang cai da,” thﬁng Mit Banh dac lai néi. “Mudn 161,
néu dén gio doc kinh chi€éu ma tui minh khong c6 mat trong nha tho thi chét

ca li.”

Lot khuyén nay khong do nén ching bang rung vé. Chung budc di cham rai
va buon ba, cd nghi cach dé chu tudng co thé vé nha trot lot.

Sau khi di xudng dudng hao din dén bia rimg, ching dimng lai bén cai hd bao
quanh va suy tinh.

.. Chang c6 gi... khong dira nao nghi ra gi ca.

“Bay gio tui minh phai di th6i!” Nhitng dira nhit nhat ti té, ching s¢o con
thinh nd cua cha c6 va tran don ¢ nha.

“Nhung minh dau thé bo roi chu tuéng mot than mot minh & day dugc,”
thang Méo noi khung, tai hoa cua chil tudng khién né trd nén cuong quyét.

Thang Aztec lic hoang hét, lic nhu mé.

“A' Gia ma co dua nao chay den dugc nha tao, tir cua sau Ién vao phong
cudi cing. Sau cai hom c6 cai quan cii cia tao. Néu c6 dugc cai quan nay thi
cling do!”

“May tuong dé a! Pén d6 roi ngd nhd bd hay me may bat gap thi biét noi

sa0? B6 me may nhat dinh s& hoi vao day lam gi, biét dau con nghi cho tui
tao 14 an cap! Khong dugc dau!”

“Chiia o0i 12 Chua oi! Tao biét lam gi bay gio? Ching may dinh dé tao & lai
day mot minh that a2”

“Ché ¢6 kéu Chtia 4m 1én nhu thé!” thang Mat Banh dtc de. “May lam cho
Duc Me Dong trinh dén phai khdc mat, ma nhu the 1a xui lam day.”

“Oi gioi, Biic Me Dong trinh! Ba a ay lam phep la ¢ tan Lourdes[—] co ma!
Phai chi bay gio ba ay gtri xudng cho tao duoc 1ay mot cai quan cii!”

Binh! Boong! Binh! Boong! Tiéng chudng d6 hoi.



“Tui tao khong thé & lai ddy 1au hon nita, chang dugc gi thém! Tui tao phai
di thoi!” nhi€u dtra 1én ti€ng.

ROi mot nira ddm nhdn nhao chay gan téi nha tho dé khoi bi cha x@ trach
phat, bo lai chu tudéng.

“Lam gi day, Chua 01? Lam gi?”
“Tui minh cho dén t61,” thing Méo an 0i né. “Tao & lai ddy voi may. Ca hai
dra minh cung bi an don vay. Nhung khong can thi€t dé nhirng dira kia cling

bi don luon.”

“U, khong can thiét that,” thang Aztec xac nhan. “Thoi, tui bay di 1 di!
Théi, chay di, va nhd cau nguyén Ptrc Me Pong trinh véi thanh Nicolas dé
hai dtra tao bi don it it thoi!”

Cac chién hiru khéng cho thuc giuc thém. Trong khi chiing chay o di - thé
cling da kha tré ro1! - hai thang ban tram ngam nhin nhau.

Chot thang Méo vb tay 1én tran.

“Sao minh ngu thé! Tao nghi ra roi!”

“Sao? N6i nhanh 1én, sao!” Thang Aztec cing thang nhin d6i moi ban.

“Thé nay nhé: tao khong tdi nha may dugc, nhung may sé& di vé nha may.”
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“Di nhién! Bay gio tao coi do ra, dua may quan va ao khoac. May chay Ve,
1én 16i sau vao nha, gidu quan 4o rach nay di, mic quan 4o lanh vao r61 mang
dp cua tao lai day cho tao. Sau d6 hai chung minh cung di vé. Minh s& noi
rang minh di tim nam, t&i tdn Chasalans, qué xa nén khong nghe thay tiéng
chudng.”

“TUYét!”

Thang Aztec thiy sang kién nay that than tinh. Noi xong, chung thuc hién

ngay. Thang Méo - 16n hon ban mot chit - coi quan ra 101 xan gau nguoc
vao trong mot it. N6 dung kep, kep nep sau lai. Roi né 1dy day thit quanh



lung chi tudng, din di din lai phai nhanh 1én va nhat 13 ding dé ai bat gap.

Trong khi thang Aztec, nhu con dé men theo cac bo tuong va bo giau, héi ha
chay Ve nha 1ay quan khéc thi thang Méo ngdi nép minh trong dudng hio,
cang mat nhin moi phia xem mao hiém c6 co may thanh céng khong.

Ve dén nha, thang Aztec leo qua cura s0, tim dugc mot cai quan hao hao
gidng cai quan vira mat, mot cai day deo quan da thai ra, mot cai 4o khoac ct
va rut day giay tir doi giay danh cho ngay Chu nhat. N6 khong mat thi gio
khoac vao nguoi nhirng thur kia ma nhay ngay ra vuon roi theo duong cu
chay nhu gi6 cuén t6i voi ngudi ban chién dau anh hung dang co ro run ry

sau mQt bo tuong, ra sttc kéo cai 40 mong vai théi quanh hai cai dui do vi
lanh.

Gap lai nhau, hai doa toét miéng cuoi khong thanh tiéng, hét nhu nhiing
nhan vat da d6 trong céac truyén cua Fenimore Coopert®2l. Rdi hai dira ddi
quan doi 4o ngay tuec thi.

Sau khi ca hai dra an mac xong xudi, thang Aztec da co du 4o so mi vai cuc,
ao khoac sach s€ trén nguoi va giay c6 day roi thi n6 lo lang va budn ba nhin

nhing 40 qun rach.

N6 nghi t6i ngay nao d6 me no6 phat giac ra thi chac chan no sé& bj don phai
biét. C6 thé ba s& cAm no roi khoi phong.

Diéu nay budc nd phai dua ra ngay mot quyét dinh kién quyét.

“May c6 diém khoéng?” né hoi thang Méo.

“C6. Tai sa0?” thang Méo hdi lai

“Cho tao mot que.” Aztec dap.

N6 lién gom 4o choang va 4o so mi lai thanh mot kiéu gian thiéu nho, vat
chimg su thua trdn va no61 nhuc cua no, ly do khién né cuc ky lo s¢ cho tuong
lai. NO quet diém vao mot tang da roi khong ngan ngai cham lua dé xoa di

vinh vién nhitng ky niém vé cai ngay tai hoa dang nguyén rua nay.

“Tao s€ sap x€p dé khoi phai thay quan,” n6 tra 161 cau hoi cua thang Méo vé
viéc nay. “Me tao chac chan s€ khong bao gio ngd rang may moén ay lai co



thé mat. Cung 1am 13 ba nghi rang chac cai quan cung voi1 4o khoac va 4o so
mi cua tao nam lan 16c dau d6 sau mgt cai ta.”

Khi van nan khing khiép kia di giai xong va bai toan kho khin da duogc
thanh toan thi ca hai dtra binh tinh va yén tdm tré lai. Chung doi hoi chudng
dau tién bao kinh truyén tin dé 13n vao d4m ban tir nha tho di ra, sung s6t
thiy chu tuéng lai lanh 1in quan 4o. Ro6i hai dira di vé nha nhu thé ching
cling tr nha tho di ra vay.

Néu cha xtr khéng dé ¥ gi hét thi tro lra ndy cua chung thanh cong. Ma
ching thanh cong that.

Trong khi d6 ¢ Longeverne lai dién ra mot man khac.

Khi doan quan vé t&1 cay doan cd thu, cach ngoi nha dau lang nam muoi
budc thi Lebrac ra 1énh ngung lai va im lang.

“Minh khéng thé 16i theo tam gié rach nay trén du’(‘mg phé duoc,” nd vira
nhin cai quan cua thang Aztec vira noi. “Nhd nguoi ta hoi tyi minh 14y ¢ dau
thi minh biét tra 1i sa0?”

“Minh phai ném n6 vao ham chtra nudc phan théi,” Gibus em ban. “Tuy vay
khong biét luc nay thang Aztec phai ké 1€ v41 bé me no thé nao va me no sé
lam gi v&i n6 khi thay n6 vé nha vdi cai mong tran trui?

Chuyen danh mat khan mui soa, dé quén mii & dau do, giy glay gb hay dut
day giay la chuyén com bira, chang co gi la. Cung lam bi vai cai tat, néu 1a
d6 cil... Nhung mét quan thi... khé bién bach a nghe, ddu phai chuyén thuong

ngay.”
“Ping thé! Tao that khong mudn phai & vao hoan canh cta no!”

“O1 dao, ro1 cling xong thoi ma,” Tintin noi, hai tai cang phong cua no 1a
bang ching vé chién lgi pham doi dao.

“Thém hai hay ba lan thu hoach nhu thé nay,” n6 vo dui néi ti€p, “la minh
khong can phai dong thué chién tranh nita. Lic ay minh c6 thé dung tién dé

lién hoan.”

“U, nhung minh lam gi v6i cai quan nay méi dwgc chi?”



“Chuyén cai quan dé tao lo,” Lebrac quyét dinh. “Trudc mit ctr dé tam trong
bong cay doan nay. Sang mai tui bay s& thay tao xir Iy né thé nao. C6 diéu la
tui bay khong dugc ho méi vai ai, hiéu chua? Tui bay khong phai thir dan ba
ngoi 1& d6i mach, thanh ra liéu ma kin mom kin miéng! Ngay mai tyi bay s&
c6 duoc mot mé cuodi. Nhung néu cha xir biét dugc tao 1a thu pham thi co thé
ong sé& lai khong cho tao duoc dy 1& Ban thanh thé 1an dau, giéng nhu nam
ngoai, vi tdi tao da dem rura lo muc trong bon nudce thanh.”

ROi bang cai giong anh hing rom, xtmg dang 1a con trai ctia mot ong bd
chuyén doc nhitng loai bao chong gido quyén trong hat nhu cac to Le Réveil
des Campagnes va Le Petit Brandon#3] ng noi thém:

“Tao can quai gi banh thanhl#4, nhung chi dé giéng moi nguoi thoi.”
“May dinh 1am gi thé, hd Lebrac?” cac chién hitu ctia né hoi.

“Chang dinh gi hét! Hay nh¢ nhing gi tao vira bao tui bay. Sdng sém mai tui
bay s& biét ma. Bay gio thi ai vé nha nay.”

Sau khi gidu cai quan cia thang Aztec trong bong cdy doan co thy, ca bon
lting thitng ra ve.

“Tam gio t6i nay may tré lai diy nhé,” Lebrac bao Camus. “May phai gitp
tao mot tay.”

Thang kia déng ¥ ngay, roi hai dira ciing di vé nha an t6i va hoc bai.

An xong, khi b Lebrac vira 6m quyén sach lich Grand Messager boiteux
cua Strasbourg tim chi dan ve thoi tiét cho chg phién sap to1 ¢ Vercel vira ga
gat thi thang con thay thoi co da dén. N¢ linh ra cura tinh bo.

Nhung me n6 con thuec.

“May di dau day?” ba hoi.

“Con di tiéu chit ma!” né dap bang mot giong rat tu nhién.

Khong cho me phan ng, n6 di ra ngoai roi co thé noi la n6 chay nhu tén ban

t6i cay doan co thu. Camus dé cho san do. Tuy troi t61 nd van thay vat trude
40 khoac ctia Lebrac gan day ghim.



“Minh dinh lam gi?” né hoi trong tu thé sin sang.

“Theo tao!” Lebrac ra I¢nh, sau khi 161 cai quan ra, x¢é toac phia sau tu trén
xuong dudi va hai ong quan.

Hai dira di t6i quang trudng trude nha thd vang hoe va im lim.

“May dua tim ‘gié 18n cho tao,” Lebrac vira noi vua leo 18n goc tudong cua
buc hang rao sit bao quanh chon linh thiéng nay.

Noi vién chu tudng leo 1én & ay c6 mot pho tuong thanh (twong thanh Joseph,
n6 nghi thé) hai bap chan tran dimg trén mot bé da nho. Trong chép mat
thang nhoc liéu linh nay da leo 1én bé da, cd dung ap ngudi bén duc éng

chf)ng cua Puc Me Péng trinh!®3. Camus kiéng chan dua no cai quén cua
thang Aztec. Bay gio Lebrac le lang bat tay vao viéc cho pho tuong sat nho
kia mic quan. N6 lay hai ong quan bao quanh hai bap chan pho tuong r6i
ghim lai phia sau, con dai lung quén qua rong bi x¢ ra, nhu ta biét, thi n6 cot
chit bang mot soi day cil quin quanh thét lung thanh Joseph hai lan.

R&i n6 leo Xuéng, cuc ky thoa man véi tac phém cua minh.

“Ban dém lanh 1am ma,” nd néi day ngu y. “Thé nay thi thanh Joseph khoi
cong hai bap chan. Chua Chal%®] nhan tir han s& rat hai long va ban cho
chung ta thém vai ba tu binh nita goi la dé€ cam on.”

“Théi ta vé ngu, bo teo!”

Sang hom sau nhitng ba x6n xon trong lang - nhu ba Potte, ba Phémie Lon,
ba Griotte va nhiéu nguoi khac - di 1€ vao lic bay gio nhu thuong 1€. Khi t6i
quang truong nha tho thi ho kinh hoang lam dau thanh gia, phan nd trudc su
pham thanh nhuong ay:

“Ai d6 d¢3 mic quan cho thanh Joseph!”

Ong bd lién coi quan cho pho tugng. Ong thay diing quan khong may sach s&
nhung han 1a mé1 dung, song khong xac dinh dugc la cua dua tré nao trong

ho dao.

Tuy 6ng da quyét tim nhanh chong mé cudc diéu tra nhung ciing khong két



qua. Bon tré bi hoéi déu cam nhu hén hay s¢ s¢t nhu It bé non. Con cha xur
tin chic rang phai c6 mot hoi kin doc ac nao déy ding sau hanh dong bi oi
nay, nén Chu nhat sau do 6ng ding trén buc giang 16n tleng thoa ma bon vo
than v6 thanh va bon gido phai khong nhiing quay rdy ngudi dan dang hoang
lvong thién ma con lam nhu:ng chuyén bang bd bang cach bién cac vi thanh
tré thanh 16 bich ngay tai noi thd phung ho.

Dan lang Longeverne ciing choang vang nhu vi chu chién cua ho. Khong ai
ngo no1 thanh Joseph dugc mac quan cua thang Aztec ma quan Longeverne
da tich thu dugc trong mot tran danh duong hoang vo1 bon cho chét Velrans.



VII. Thu kho gap nan
Khéng phdi quyén cao, chitc trong déu la tot ca.
La Fontaine (Hai con la duc)
Sang hom sau ngudi gilt kho tang ngdi & hang cudi 16p dém di dém lai it
nhat ciing ca tram lan timg mon cua kho tang da dugc giao cho n6 va chuéan
b1 cap nhat so6 sach.
N6 bat dau ghi tir tri nhd nhitng mén cu thé vao cot thu:
THU HAI
Nhan cua Guignard:
Mot ciic quan.
Mot day roi, dai khoang canh tay.
Nhén ctia Mit C4 ngao:
Mot day nit vo cii cua me no, lam dwoc thanh hai cai moi.
Ba cuc do so mi.
Nhan cua Bati:
Mot kim bang.
Mot déy giay cii bang da.
Nhan cua Féli:
Hai khiic ddy cét, dai bang cé nguwoi minh.
Mot cuc dao ngoai.

Hai cuc ao so mi.



THU BA

Trong tran danh trén rung Saute tich thu cua tu binh Aztec bi Lebrac, Camus
va Gibus anh bat duoc:

Mét déi day giay con tof 41

Mot nit vo.

Mot doan day bén.

Bay ciic qudn.

Mot khéa qudn.

Mot déi dai deo quan.

Mot khuy moc ao khoac.

Hai ciic do khodc bang thiy tinh mau den.
Ba ciic do len.

Nam cuc dao so mi.

Bén ciic do gi 1é.

Mot xu.

Tong gia tri kho tang:

Ba xu danh cho trwong hop khan cap!
Sau muoi cuc do so mi!

“Khoan da,” n6 nghi, “c6 ding 1a sau muoi cuc 4o so mi khong day? Ong
gia khong nhin vé phia minh. C6 nén dém lai khong?”

Ro61 n6 thoc tay vao tii quan day nhiing thr ciia kho tang va vai ba mon cua



riéng nd. Marie chua ranh dé khau cho chung né mdt tii dung c6 day that
nhu da htra véi dao quan. Véi lai viée khau tai nay phai kin d4do, hon nira to1
hom qua n6 vé mudn nén chua thé ban bac véi em gai duoc.

Chiéc khan mui soa cua Tintin gibng nhu mot cai nut chai chin trén dong
ctic. Khong din do thém, no kéo phing chiée khian vi mudn kiém tra so sach
that chinh xac. Ram! Nhitng chiéc cuc cta kho tang lan trén san, tda ra khap
16p hoc, cung vdoi nhitng hat dé hay nhitng vién bi.

Tiép theo 12 mot Am thanh nhu bi ngat: nhitng cai dau nhu 16p séng ngoai
nhin.

“Cai gi thé?” B6 Simon nghiém giong héi, vi tir hai hom nay 6ng da dé y dén
thai d0 khac thuong cua dua hoc tro nay.

R6i 6ng a0 ngay t6i dé tan mat chimg kién d6 1a th tdi trang gi, khong may
tin tudng lam vao sy thanh that ciia Tintin va 1ii ban né du 6ng da day ching
nhitng bai hoc dao dirc va ké chiing nghe cau chuyén vé George Washington
va cau chuyén vé chiéc riu nho.

Vi Tintin qua kinh hoang khong nghl duoc gi nén thang Lebrac chi kip run
ray chup lay quyén so6 chi thu nhét voi dudi ngin ban.

Nhung hanh dong nay khong qua n6i d6i mat canh giac cua thay gido.
“May gidu gi ddy, Lebrac? Pua ngay day kéo s& phai ngoi lai 16p tam ngay!”
Pua quyén so chi thu c6 nghia 1a tiét 10 diéu bi mat da 1am nén sirc manh va

quang vinh cua quan Longeverne: khong, Lebrac xin vai ca non, nhu anh
thang Camus van néi mot cach bong bay. Nhung ma tam ngady ngoi lai

16p?...
Lii ban no lo lang theo d&i cudc dau tay doi nay.
Lebrac da chiig té n6 la bac anh hao.

N6 mé ngin ban 1an nira, rat quyén lich st nude Phap rdéi ndp cho bd Simon,
cho ong thdy dang ghét nay tim hinh em gai Tintin da tang né nhu dau hiéu
cua long chung thuy, mét bong hoa tuy lip, ciing c6 thé 13 hoa pang xé, trén
nén troi xanh, bén dudi mang hang chit triu mén: dé ky niém - nd da hién



dang tin vat dau tién cua tinh yéu non dai ma trai tim né hang ap @ cho ban
thd cua t6 qudc Longeverne nho bé.

D1i nhién Lebrac,thé v6i long rang néu bd Simon khong xé ngay tam hinh thi
no s€ tim cach lay lai tir ban cua 6ng ngay khi n6 lam cong tac quét don 16p
hay khi 6ng quay lung di vi mot 1y do nao day.

Hoi ¢6 mbi tam tu nao lai khong day 1én trong 1ong né khi b Simon trd lai
buc giang ngay sau do?

Nhung chuyén ctc roi kia van chua dugc tra 101 r0 rang.

Lebrac ngap ngung thu nhan rang no da doi sé clic no lay tam hinh kia...
Nhung thay gido thay chuyén trao doi ki€u nay rat khac thuong va day bi an.

“May lam gi voi nhiéu cuc nhu thé trong tGi?” ong hoi Tintin. “Tao dam ca
quyet rang may di ldy trom cua me¢ may. Tao s€ phai noi qua cho me¢ may
biét méi duge... Ct chd day, roi tao s& xem xét.

Trudc mat, chi€éu nay hai dira phai ngdi lai 16p mot tiéng vi tdi phé ro1 gio
hoc.”

“Mot tiéng ngoi lai 16p!” nhitng dra khac nghi tham. “Chac, & hong bét!
Chu tudng va thu kho bi phat thi danh dam thé nao?”

Camus, tur cai ngay chién bai day rui ro, ngai khong muon nhan trach nhiém
tong chi huy mot 1an nita 1a diéu ching hi€éu dugc. Phai lam sao, néu hom
nay bon Velrans van cur vac xac dén? Ca chén hét suc!

Pung 13 hom qua chung bi dn don toi ta khién khoé c6 kha niang hom nay
ching lai ddm 16 mat, nhung v&i bon ngu ngoc nay thi ai dam néi chac?

“May cai ctc dau ca r61?” bo Simon hoi.

Nhung du da deo kinh, cti nhin dudi khap cac ghé, ong van khong thay cai
clic nao. Thi ra trong lac dng quo mang, nhimng chién hiru than trong da can
than va kin dao nhit nhanh hét dong ciic nhet sdu trong tai quan. Thanh ra
ong thay khong thé xac dinh duogc loai va sd luong ciia déng cuc noi tiéng
nay, danh chiu nghi nghi hoac hodc.



Nhung khi tr¢ lai buc giang 6ng xé ngay - nhat dinh 1a do thu oan, thay gi
ma xau bung' - tAm hinh dep d& ctia Marie thanh hai manh, tho o quang Vao
sot rac roi tiép tuc giang bai hoc dé dang. Lebrac tim mat lai vi tirc gidn va
dau don.

La Crique biét rd Lebrac rat quy tim hinh ndy nén khéo 1éo 1lam bd danh roi
but, ro1 khi cui nhat n6 Ién lg lang tho tay vao sot rac liy ra hai manh hinh
quy bau kia, gidu vao mot quyén sach.

ROi dé lam vui long chu tudng, nd kin dao dung nhiing mleng ria tem dan
hai manh 4y lai voi nhau, trao cho Lebrac vao gio ra chot. Thing nay qua
strc ngac nhién, sung suéng va cam dong dén ndi suyt khoc va khong biét
phai néi gi dé cam on La Crique, thang ban chén tinh.

Nhung phai ng6i lai 16p thi buc minh qué thé!

“Hy vong thay khong mach gi v&i bo me tao,” Tintin nghi va tho 10 voi
Lebrac noi lo cua no.

“O1 gioi!” no thi tham. “Ong ay quén lau ré1! Nhung tir gio may phai rat can

than. Pung thoc tay vao tui nira! Néu ong ay biét trong tii may con nhiéu
y y

nira thi...”

Trong giod ra choi ca dam chay t6i giao lai cho thu kho sé cuc chung thu
luom dugc. Khong dra nao trach no thiéu than trong. Chung déu hiéu rat o
trach nhiém hét siic ning né né dang ganh vac va tat ca nhiing gi nd phai
chiu trong tuong lai véi cuong vi nay - thi nd vira bi phat phai ngéi lai 16p
chua ké vé nha c6 khi con bi don nira day théi.

Tintin cling tu thay nhu thé nén than phién:

“Khong dugc, tui bay phai tim nguoi thu kho khac thoéi! Viéc nay qua nguy
hiém cho tao ma lai chan ngat nira. Chiéu hom qua tao da khong dugc cung
danh vo1 tui bay, con hom nay thi bi phat...”

“Tao cling thé!” Lebrac ngat 101 an u1. “Tao cluing phai ngoi lai 16p vay...”
y

“Phai, nhung chiéu hém qua may dugc ném da va vung giy sudng tay, co
hay khong?”



“Xi, nham nho gi. Nay, tui tao s& thinh thoang thay may dé may cing duoc
danh nhau.”

“Phai chi tao c6 cho giau so6 cuc nay dé chiéu nay khoi phai tha vé nha.”

“Thé nhd c6 ai thady? Chiang han bd Gugu c6 thé quan sat may tir nha kho roi
sau do thuong mat hay ké lai cho bdé Simon thi sao? Luc do6 thi tui minh tro
mat!”

“Pau c6, Tintin, may déu c6 mao hiém gi!” Nhirng chién hitu khac déng
thanh hua vao uy lao no, tran an no, thuyet phuc né chiu git cai von heng
chién tranh nay - ngudn goc cta bao diéu buc doc va tin tudng, cua bao diéu
rui ro 1an tu hao.

Gid hoc cubi that u budn, khoang thoi gian cudi budi ra choi ching gﬁn nhu
im lim, bat dong, thinh thoang mai1 ro 1én vai cudc thao luan bi mat va nhitng
tiéng ban tan thi thao khoi day sy to mo cua thay gido. Thé 1a mat toi mot
ngay; viéc phai ngoi lai 1op da 1am tat phut nhiét tinh tudi tré va lam té liét
khat khao van dong cua ching.

Sau khi Gambette va anh em Gibus ra vé véi vé mat chan chuong, mot dira
1én doi con hai dua kia vé Vernois, bon c6 nha ¢ trong lang hoi nhau: “Chicu
nay minh lam gi?”

Camus dé nghi choi bi, vi trd choi duoi bat khong dtra nao thich, béi theo
chung thi tro choi giong chién tranh nay so v&i tran danh tuyét voi ¢ Saute
mao1 nham chén lam sao...

Thanh ra chung ra san choi ban bi “carré”, mdi van mot vién - dé giét thi gio
hon 1a that sy ham thich, trong khi nhirng ke bi giam gitr phai ngdi thém mot
gid chép phat mot doan trong quyén sach sir ctia France Blanchet bat dau

nhu sau: “Khi chao doi Mirabeaul?® da bi kho¢o chan va dé ludi, miéng
moc hai rang ham béo trudc mot stre luc...” van van, nén chép lai cling dé.

Trong luc chep bai, tam tri chung phiéu du qua nhing khung cua s6 dé ngo,
nghe tiéng ban be ho hét trong luc choi:

“Hét!” - “Khong!” - “Tao ndi trudc may!” - “Noéi1 xao!”

“May khong tring!”



“May phai nham vién bi cia Camus!”
“Do! May chét ro1! May c6 may vién?”
‘CBa"’

“Khong dung, may c6 it nhat hai vién nita! Nhanh 1€n, bo bi ra, d6 an cap
ban thiu!”

“Pé¢ lai mdt vién vao 6 vudng, néu may muon choi!”
“Tao coc can, tao s€ t&i gan dong bi va an hét!”

“Du sao thi choi ban bi ciing tha that!” Tintin va Lebrac tham nghi trong lc
chép lan thir ba: “Khi chao do1 Mirabeau da b1 khoeo chan va d¢ ludi...”

“Lao Mirabeau nay han phai c6 mot cai mi¢ng kha ban thiu,” Lebrac noi.
“Chung nao mai hét gio day!”

“May anh c6 thay anh ctia em dau khong?” Marie hoi khi di qua dam choi bi
dang gan c6 cai nhau vé mdt ci ban dang ngo.

Cau hoi cua co bé khién chiing hét ndng nay. Moi chuyén lién quan dén dai
cudc déu quan trong hon han sy né1 nong nhd nhdt do tro choi gay ra.

“Em khau cai bao xong roi!” Marie noi tiép.

“A, thé u, cho xem nao!”

Marie lién dua cho nhitng chién binh sting so' vi kham phuc xem cai bao
bang vai xam méi may that chéc, to gap doi thi dung bi binh thu:cmg, bao co

hai soi day, thanh ra miéng bao c6 thé that chit khong gi roi ra noi.

“Bao tt qua!” Camus khen, n6i 1é€n Iong ham mo tdt dinh trong luc mét nd
anh lén long biét on. “V&i cai bao nay thi khoi lo!”

“Hai anh kia sdp ra chua?” C6 bé hoi sau khi dugc biét vé hoan canh khong
may cua anh trai va ban trai minh.

“Mudi phut hodc gan mudi 1am phut nira,” La Crique dap sau khi nhin dong



ho trén thap chudng. “Ban mudn chd khong?”

“Khong,” Marie tur cho1 “Em s¢ nhd co ai trong thiy em dung day voi cac
anh r61 mach me¢ em rang em 1a thr con gai phat pho. Em vé nha day. Nhé

'3’

béo anh cua em phai vé ngay day!
“Pugc ro1, dugc roi, dung lo, tui minh s€ bao n6 cho!”
“Em s€ cho trudc ctra,” co bé no1 thém roi cat budc vé nha.

Bon con trai tiép tuc choi, nhung chi choi chiéu 1¢ thoi, dé cho nhiing ké b1
giam gitr.

Qua that, muoi phut sau hai dira kia - hoan toan ngan ngam véi anh chang
Mirabeau chan khoco va van van... - di ra gap Il ban dang choi bi, bon nay
chia s6 bi dé cham dut tro choi.

Vira nghe bdo tin Tintin lién chay bay vé nha.

“Tao chuon day,” no kéu 1én. “Cho cuc cua ng nay lam tao ctr bi can ¢ dui,
chua ké 1a tao luon so b1 mat!”

“Néu dugc thi tré ra ddy va mang theo cai bao vdi cuc nghe,” Camus goi
theo.

Tintin htra r0i chay gip vé gip em gai.

N6 vé dén nha dung lac 6ng bd tir chudng bo di ra, dap roi den dét lua 1d vat
t61 mang nudc.

“May khong co chuyén gi lam sao?” Ong hoi khi thdy n6 ngdi canh Marie
dang lo mang v&.

“Con thudc bai r6i,” né dap.
“Ra thé! Ra thé! Ra thé!”
Sau may 101 cam than map mo nay, ong bb bo mic hai dira con lai dé chay

voi dén chd con Grivé dang ca ¢ that manh vao hang rao khu vuon Grand
Coulas.



“Pi ra, do bo gia!” Ong quat r61 dap can roi Ién hai 16 miii udt at cia con vét.

Ong vtra di cach dugc mot can nha thi Marie rit ngay cai bao noi tiéng ra va
Tintin moi hét cai thi cang phong cua no, trai ca kho tang Ién trén tap dé cua
em gal.

Ro61 hai dura x€p hét vao bao theo trat tu: trude hét 1a cic, ro1 dén khuy moc
va kim khau da duoc gan ngan ndp vao mot manh vai, cudi cung la day nho,
bang cao su, dai tét va chi.

Thé ma van con chd, phong khi bat duoc thém tu binh. That tuyét voi!

Tintin that bao lai roi dua 1én ngang mat nhu nguoi say ngam ly ruou, cai
bao ning triu, né nhac nhac xem ning nhe thé nao; niém vui lam nd quén
sach mot lo au va hinh phat ma trong trach dugc chung ban giao pho vira gay
nén. Pén khi nghe tiéng giay gd cta thang La Crique gd 16p cop trén dudng
né méi cai dau do hoi.

Thang La Crique dang chay thang t§i chd anh em no, thd khong ra hoi, doi
mat 4u lo bao tin v4i giong 6 0:

“Coi chirng chd ctc day! B may dang tan huou tan vugn voi bo Simon. Tao
chi so 130 thay ca chén ké cho bd may biét hom nay bat may ng01 lai lop vi
chuyén gi thi biét dau may chang bi bo may kham. Co ma giau chd ctc ay di,
nhé? Tao phai chudn day, kéo bo may thay tao lai nghi rang tao di canh bao
may.”

La Crlque vira dut 101 thi d3 nghe thay tiéng roi cua bd Tintin ngay goc
duong ro1. La Crique len gitra nhirng hang rao cua cac vuon cdy trai roi bién
di nhu mot cai bong, trong khi d6 Marie nhanh chong dua ra mét quyet dinh
vua khéo 1¢o vira dit khoat - ¢6 bé ciing thay thich tha véi trd mao hiém nay
khong kém bon con trai. Co bé gap tam tap de 1én, budc chic sau lung khién
phia trude bién thanh mot kiéu tai, doan gidu bao cuc cta quian Longeverne
vao day roi dat may cai vé dang mang 1én trén.

“Anh vao trong di,” ¢c6 bé bao anh, “lam nhu dang hoc. Em ngdi diy mang
4 "7

VO.

Du lam ra vé chi quan tim dén cong viéc dang lam, nhung em gai Tintin van
kin ddo quan sat vé mit bo. Tir doi mat 6ng liéc qua - han dé xem thang con



co con ngoi chay ludi & ngudng cira khong - ¢6 beé suy ra rang nhat dinh s¢
co chuyén to.

Lii bo duc, bo cai chen 14n, x6 day nhau dé mau mau vao chudng, khi di qua
mang an chung con nhanh mém ngoam thirc an cua ban cung chudng trude
khi an phan danh riéng cho mdi con. Nhung ong nong dan da quat roi danh
det, to y de doa rang 6ng khong dung tung viéc an cap nhu thé. Sau khi da
trong xich sat vao co tung con, 6ng nén doi giay gd den ngom vi dinh phéan
di ra roi day ctra thong vao bép. Ong thy con trai dang ngdi ¢ day hoc 1am
tinh cho ngay mai v61 vé cham chu va chiu kho khac thuong.

N6 dang hoc vé phép tinh trur.

“Tinh trir 1a mot phép tinh dung dé...” nd lam nham.

“May dang lam gi day?” ong bo hoi.

“Con hoc bai s6 hoc cho ngay mai.”

“Hbi ndy may noi thudc hét bai roi ma.”

“Con quén mat bai nay.”

“Bai gi vay?”

“Tinh tru.”

“Tinh trir!... Cha, tao clr tudng 1a may gioi tinh trr roi ché, thing ong
'93

manh!
Roi thinh linh 6ng quat:

“Lai day!”

Tintin vang 101, cd tao nét mat ngac nhién va vo t0i nhét c6 thé.
“Pua tai quan tao xem!” dng b ra 1énh.

“Nhung con ¢6 lam gi dau a, con co lay gi dau co chit,” Tintin chong ché.



“Tao bdo may dua tao xem may co6 nhiing gi trong tai, d6 khon! Nhanh 1én!”
“Con khong c6 gi hét, khong c6 gi hét that ma.”

V61 vé mat cua mot nan nhan b1 vu khong bi 61, Tintin ho hitng méc tii quan
bén phai 161 ra mot mieéng gi¢ ban thiu dung lam khan mui soa, mot con dao
me da hong 10 xo, mdt khiac day bén, mot hon bi va mot cuc than dé v€ 6
vuong khi choi bi trén san nha véi ching ban.

“Chi c6 thé théi a?” 6ng bd hoi.

Tintin 16n 16p vai 16t den cau ban ra ngoai cho thay trong tii khong con gi
nua.

“Pua tao xem tui kia!”

Ciling man thao tac ay dién ra lan nira: Tintin 1an luot 161 ra khic keo cam
thao da gam hét nira, mot miéng vo banh mi, mot 161 tdo, mgt hot mo, vai vo
hat dé va mot vién da tron (d€ ban na that tuy¢t).

“Thé nhiing cuc cua may dau?” ong bo hoi.

Ngay lac ay me Tintin budc vao bép. Nghe thay tiéng “clic” ban nang tan
tién cua nguoi dan ba ndi trg lién troi1 day.

“Cuac u?” Tintin lap lai. “Con dau c6 cai nao!”
“Khong c6 cai nao a?”

“Khong, con khong co! Cuc gi co?”

“Thé nhitng cai cic may c6 chiéu nay dau?”

“Chiéu nay a?” Tintin hoi v6i nét mit hoang mang, lam nhu ¢ tip trung tri
nhd.

“Dl‘rng lam bd ngd ngan, d6 oat con chét ti¢t, khong thi 6m don!” éng bd
quét ‘Chiéu nay may ¢ va da lam mat ca mot voc day ctic trong 16p. Thay
gia0 may méi vira ké cho tao day, rang hai tai may day nhoc cac! May lam
gi v6i chung? May lay ¢ dau?”



“Con dau c6 cuc nao! Khong phai con, ma 1a... ma la Lebrac, n6 mudn doi
ctuc cho con dé lay mdt tam hinh.”

“Ra thé!” ba me lién xen vao. “Vi thé ma tao khong bao gid tim thiy mét cai
clic ndo trong gio6 khau va trong ngin may may cia tao! Cai thang 6ng méinh
con nay da lay hét cua t6i! Khong bao gid con dugc gi sat. Toi tha hd mua,
mua mai, chi cong toi! Bon nay an trdm nhiéu hon 1a cha x@ kip ban phép
lanh! Con néu khong trdm thi chung pha tan hoang moi thir chung mang trén
nguoi, gy gidy, mat mil, virt khan mui soa bira bai va chang doi nao co dugc
mot soi day giay lanh 1an! Lay Chua Jésus, lay Me¢ Maria, lay thanh Joseph!
Chua oi, toi biét 1am gi v6i dam nhai ranh nay day! Ma chiing lam gi véi ctc
mo1 duoc chu?”

“Thang lru manh chét bam nay!” B6 Tintin lai gdm 1én. “Tao s& day cho
may biét thé ndo 13 ngdn nap va tan tién. Va boi vi 101 ndi v6i may nhu nude
d6 dau vit nén may phai chiu hoc an da dit vay!”

Va thé 1a 101 noi di d6i hanh dong, 6ng tim tay thang con, xoay nd lai, dung
d6i giay lem ludc nudc phan in vao phan phia dudi lung né dim ba dau an
lam tin, hy vong chita lanh n6 dugc mot thoi gian khoi bénh nghién mo1 méc
tim cuc trong gio khau ctia me no.

Tintin lam theo 101 Lebrac da khuyén 1 ban vai ngay trude: gan b gao khoc
trude khi bd nd dung t6i nd, roi khi d6i gidy gd tiép xuc vai mong no thi n6

cang gao to hon va ghé ron hon, tham chi n6 kéu the thé dén ndi Marie xtic
dong va kinh hii, nudc mét gian giua chay bd vao, con ban than ba me dang
siing so thi tin rang con trai ba thuc su phai chiu dung théng kho hay gan
nhu vay nén di van xin chéng dirng qua manh tay.

“Toi nao d3 dong gi dén thang khén kiép nay dau,” 6ng bod dap. “Lan t6i toi
s€ day cho no6 rang kéu gao thi phai ¢6 1y do!

Tao ma bat dugc may, luc loi ngan kéo may may cua me¢ may lan nita,” 6ng
noi thém, “va tao ma tim thay cuc trong tii cia may thi may 6m don!”



VIII. Nhirng tru tinh khac

Thua phu nhadn, toi da tim that ldu roi va hién van con tim.
Racine (Britannicus, hoi I, man 111)

“Khéng, khong, tao khong chiu giir kho tang nita! Chan lam réi' Khong
dugc cung tui bay danh nhau, lai phai chép ba cai thor vo van ve lao
Mirabeau, phai ngdi lai 16p, con bi don toi boi nira! Quy tha ma bat may cai
ctic di! Thang nao thich thi ctr git. Khong thé ndo co chuyén chi mot dira
ganh ¢t moi hau qua duge! Néu bd tao con tim thay mot cai cuc trong tai tao
thoi thi tao s& bi don nhd doi. Chinh bd tao bao thé day!”

Thu kho Tintin da néi thé vao sang hom sau, vira ndi n6d vura ddt cai bao tron
tria xinh xinh em gai n6 da khau gitp 1én hai tay chu tuéng.

“Nhung phai c6 mot dia glu’ cuc chir,” Lebrac noi. “Pung la Tintin khong
thé tlep tuc gilt duoc nita roi, vi nd bi nghi. Bat ¢t lic nao nod ciing phai tinh
td1 viée b1 kham xét.

Gibus anh, may phai gilt cai bao nay théi! May khong & trong lang va bd
may s€ khong do1 nao nghi rang may co.”

“Nghia 13 tao phai ngdy hai lan tha cai bao niy tir ddy vé Vernois va lai tir
Vernois téi day a? Va tao khong dugc cung danh nhau, trong khi tao 1a mot
trong nhitng dra cir nhat, mot trong nhitng thang linh simg so nhat cua
Longeverne a? Nay, may dién rdi sao?” Gibus anh bat lai.

“Tintin ciing 1a mot thang linh stmg s6, vy ma né di dong y day.”

“U, nhung néu tao bi bat gdp trong truong hay trén duong vé nha thi sao?
May khong biét rang bon Velrans chi rinh mot chiéu ndo day thang Narcisse
quén thao xich con Turc thdi! Roi nhitng ngdy anh em tao khong di hoc thi
sao nao? Luc Ay tui bay s& 1am gi? Hén nhat lan trén, phai khong?”

“Minh c¢6 thé gidu cai bao & mot chd trong 16p,” Boulot dé nghi.
“Ngu vira vira chir!” La Crique giéu ‘May nghi thé ndo ma lai bao dé cuc o

16p ha? Minh can c6 ctc sau bon gio chiéu chu khong phai trong gio hoc, d6
ctru a! Roi sau tran danh 1am sao may trd vao ddy dé gidu? May c6 thé giai



thich cho tao dugc khong, may ctr tuéng may khon a?”

“Khong, khong, khong dugc. Dut khoat khong!” Lebrac budt mi¢ng ndi to
trong luc ngam nghi.

“Camus v6i Gambette dau ro6i?” Mot trong nhitng dtra bé hon hoi.

“Dinh dang gi d¢én may,” chu tudng gay gt dap. “Chung no co6 than chang
no, tao co than tao... con may liéu ma gitr ky cai than may. Hiéu chua?”

“Q, tao hoi chi vi tao nghi rang Camus c¢6 thé gitt cai bao théi ma. O trén cay
thi cai bao dau lam phién toai gi no.”

“Khong, khong dugc,” Lebrac lé’n,tiéng bac bo. “Camus hay ai khac cling
khong gitr dugc. Bay gio thi tao biét minh phai lam gi r6i: minh chi can tim
mot cho co the giau hét dugc ba cai thir linh kinh nay.”

“Nhung khong dugc ¢ trong lang! Nho ¢6 ai phat hién ra thi...”

“Di nhién 1a khong,” Lebrac tan thanh. “Minh phai tim mot chd trong rimg
Saute, dau d6 cho nhitng mo da cii chang han.

Ma phai 1a cho kho rdo, vi khi kim b1 gi thi khong dung dugc nita, con hot
am lam muc chi.”

“Co thé minh tim ludn chd gidu guom gido voi giy goc! Kéo bat cir ngay
nao chuang cling c6 thé bi tich thu!”

“HOm qua bd tao bé gy thanh guom cua tao roi quing vao bep, Boulot
than van. “Tao chi ctru ndi mot doan diy deo, ma ciling da bi sém lam roi.”

“Phai, ding thé,” Tintin hua theo. “Minh phai tim cho ra mot x6 xinh, mdt
cai ho, mdt cho giau dé bé hét moi thur linh kinh vao day.”

“Néu minh dung mot cai 1éu thi sao nao?” La Crique dé nghi. “Mot cai 1éu
that trom trong mot mo da bo hoang nao day nam khuat va dugc che chin
t6t. Nhat dinh 13 ¢6 nhimg cai hang rong rai thich hop. Minh chi can dung
vai ba buc tudong va tim thanh gb véi van 1am mai thoi.”

“O phai day, duoc thé thi tuyét!” Tintin thich tha. “Mot cai 1éu ra tro, cé



giuong bang 14 kho dé minh c6 thé nam nghi va mot cai bép dé minh dot lira.
O day minh s& lién hoan khi c6 du tién!”

“Dung d?iy,” Lebrac tuyén bd. “Minh s& dung mdt cai 1éu ¢ Saute. O d6
minh giau kho tang, “dan dugc”, na va dy trir nhimg vién da that dep. Minh
s& lam ghé dé ngdi, giuong dé nim va nhitng gia dé gwom. Minh s& xay bép
10, thu nhit cai kho dé dét lira. Tui bay oi, tuyét voil”

“Minh phai tim ngay mot chd nhu thé!” Tintin thuc giuc vi nd mudn tong cai
bao di cang sém cang tot.

“Chiéu nay, chiéu nay, phai day, chiéu nay minh s& di tim!” Ca lii thich chi
tan thanh.

“Trong truong hop bon Velrans khong t61 co,” Lebrac chira lai. “Nhung da
c6 Camus va Gambette lo liéu chuyén quiy pha bon chung dé minh dugc
yén. Néu moi chuyén 6n thoéa thi minh khoi lo gi nita. Néu khong thi, cha,
minh s€ phai cir hai dra di tim mot dia diém thich hop vay.”

“Camus dang lam chuyén gi thé? Kia, Lebrac, cho tui tao biét di!” Bacaillé
nan ni.

“Ping cho nd biét!” Tintin thi tham r6i huych Lebrac dé nhac né nhé t6i lan
dang nghi trude day.

“May c6 thoi gian dé biét ma. Vi lai chinh tao cling khong biét. Khi minh
khong danh tran thi dira ndo dtra nay tu do. Camus muén lam gi thi ctr viée
lam, tao cling thé, may ciing thé, dra ndo ciing thé. B6 khi, minh song trong
mot nude Cong hoa ma, nhu bd Simon thuong nodi day thoi!”

Téi gio hoc vang mit Camus va Gambette. Khi thay gido hoi ching blet gi
vé 1y do vang mit cua hai dua khong thi nhitng dira trong cudc thua rang
Camus 0 nha cham soc con bo cai sip dé, con Gambette phai dit mot con dé
cai di nhay duc, vi con dé cai nay wong nganh khong chiu dé duc.

B6 Simon khong muon biét thém chi tiét, ma diéu nay thi i hoc trd ctia ong
qua r6. Cing thé, khi c6 dira tron hoc thi chung lam ra vé hét stc ngdy tho
dan nhing ly do hét strc kho noi dé xin 18i gitip ban va chiing c¢6 thé yén tri
rang thay s& khong doi chung giai thich thém.



Nhung Camus va Gambette con lau mdi ban cham lo cho chuyén phén thuc
cua ddm bo céi hay dé cai.

Camus, nhu ta con nhd, da hira vol théng Méo 1a s& cho n6 mot vb dé tra
diia. Tir 6 Camus di nung ndu moét phuong an bao thu nho nhod va gid day
n6 dang trién khai ké hoach véi su gitp d& cua thang ban than tin 13
Gambette.

Ngay tir bay gi sang hai dtra dd gip Lebrac, ban bac va cho né biét y dinh
cua ching.

Sau khi tim duogc 1y do vang mat, hai dra lién roi lang. Pé khong bi trong
thay, ching di t6i rimg Saute va Bui Cay Lén trude, roi moi 1én qua canh
rung quan dich gio nay khong c6 dira nao canh gac.

Cach bulrc turong bao vai budc la cay doan than thang va tron nhan cia thang
Méo ma may tuan qua di duoc quan cua thang linh gic Velrans nay danh
bong thém. Nhitng chiéc canh dau tién xoOe ra that dep, cach dau hai dua
chung né vai sai tay. Sau ba 1an du 1én, Camus bam dugc canh dau tién, n6 ti
hai cang tay 1én d6 roi co dau gbi va rat chan 1én.

Lén duoc trén d6 161, n6 dinh huong. Vind can phat hién ra chac cdy nao d6i
tht cta nd thuong ngdi. NO khong duoc phép lam chuyén vo ich, co thé
khién ké dich cudi nhao va 1am giam uy tin ctia n6 trudc cac chién hitu.

Camus nhin vé huéng Bui Cay Lén, dic biét 13 nhin qua cdy so6i ctia nd dé co
thé xac dinh dai khai vong gac ctia thang Méo nam & do cao nao. R6i noé xem
xét k¥ ludng nhiing khac cia cac canh dé tim ra chd thang kia thuong dit
chan. Tiép d6 no leo 1én cao hon nira trén cai thang thién nhién - con duong
mon trong khong khi nay. G10ng nhu mot nguoi da do Sioux hay Delaware
do tim vét chan Nguoi Da Trang, nd xem xet tir dudi 1€n trén moi nhanh cay,
tham chi con leo qua ca chd d6i thi ciia nd ngdi, dé tir trén cao phan biét
canh nao thé“tng M¢o dat chan, canh nao khong. R&i nd xéc dinh céi chac tir
d6 dbi thu thuong dung dé ban nhiing qua dan chét ngudi vao quan
Longeverne. Sau d6 nd ngdi thoai mai trén mot canh phu, nhin xuéng dudi
dé tinh toan ct ngd 16n dau ma né du dinh s& gay cho d6i thi cua né. Sau
cung n6 lay con dao trong tui ra.

D6 1a mot con dao hai ludi, gidng nhu nhitng bap thit cua ong Tartarin, it ra
thi cac chién hiru cua n6 da goi the, vi ngoai ludit dao ra con mdt cai cua nho,



rang tho, khong sac 1am va st dung khong may thuan ti¢n.

Vi thir dung cu thod thién nay, Camus, long day tin tudng, bat tay vao viéc
cua gan nhu dut lia mot canh cdy doan bén chic, it ra ciing phai to bang dui
n6. Pung 13 mot viéc vat va phai lam that khéo néu khong mubn ddi tha cua
n6 sinh nghi vao ding gidy phat quyét dinh.

Dé tranh cua trugt va nhitng vét xude qua 10 liéu trén canh ciy, Camus leo
xuong chac cay bén dudi, kep ciing hai dau goi1 vao than cay ré1 dung ludi
dao vach dau cho s€ cua, doan khoét mot ranh nho & d6 la cho s€ dat ludi
cua.

R61 n6 md1 cam can dao bat dau cua qua cua lai.

Gambette, luc nay ciing da leo 1€n cay, canh chung. Khi Camus mét thi ban
no vao thé cho. Sau mira gio thi cai dao da qua nong khong cam duoc ntra.
Chung nghi mot luc roi lat ti€p tuc.

Ching thay nhau cua suot hai tleng dong ho. Cudi cung ngon tay chiing cing
do, c0 tay sung lén, c6 moi nhu dan, mat mo va ddm nudc mat nhung ngon
lira van hing huc trong long da kich thich ching va ludi cua van tiép tuc ctra
cot ket nhu mot con chuot gam khong biét thuong xot.

Khi chi con mot phan rudi nita thi chung ti 1€n cai canh, méi dau than trong,
sau manh hon xem noé giit ndi khong.

“Thém chut nita,” Camus quyét dinh.

Gambette ngdm nghi: “Khi gy, cai canh khong dugc dinh vao than ciy, kéo
thang Méo s& bam dugc va chi bi mot phen bd via thoi. Cai canh nay phai
gdy guc.” Va nd dé nghi v6i Camus nén tiép tuc cua tir dudi 1én thém mot
khoang bang bé day ngoén tay dé ci canh giy ngot. Camus lam theo.

Khi Camus thtr ti kha manh lan nira 1€n cai canh, n6 nghe tiéng rac rac day
htra hen. “Thém mot ti nira tho1,” no noi.

“Gio thi duoc roi ddy. C6 thé nod s& ngdi 1én ma canh khong giy; nhung khi
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nd ngo ngudy voi cai na thi...! Cha cha, vui dao de!

Sau khi thdi sach mat cua trén cac canh con va lay tay vuét phang phiu vét



cat trén vo cay de x6a moi dau tich vé vigc 1am cua chung, chung leo tur trén
cay doan ctia thang Méo xudng, tin chic rang da dung budi sang nay vao mot
viéc hoan toan co ich.

“Thua thay,” Gambette noi khi dén 16p lac mot gio kém muoi phut, “con dén
dé thua thay rang bd con bao con phai thu:a thdy rang sang nay con khong di
hoc duoc, tai con phai dua con dé cai...”

“Pugc 16i, duge 101, thﬁy biét,” bd Simon voi ngét 161 n6, vi khong mudn
hoc trd minh say mé nhitng ké 1¢ kiéu nay vén khién chung rat thich thu va
ong dam chic rang mdi lan nhu thé déu s& c6 mot dira ranh ma, vi vé ngiy
tho nhat qua dét, yéu cau ong giai thich thém.

“DPugc ro1, dugce ro1,” ong cling ndi nhu the trudc khi Camus lai gan ong, tay
cam chiéc mii noi. “Puogc ro1, di di, kéo thay bat vao 16p bay gio!”

Trong khi d6 6ng buc doc nghi: “That khong hiéu sao cic bac cha me lai it
quan tam t&1 gido duc dao dirc cho con cai, dén no1 dé chung thay tan mat
nhirng tro nhu vay!

Pung 13 dién 1én duoc. Mdi khi c6 con ngua duc glong dén lang 1a moi dtra
tré va to1. Chung ding bu quanh, chung trong thay hét, nghe thay hét ma
nguoi ta cu de mic. Ro6i sau d6 cac 6ng bo ba me lai dén trudng phan nan vi
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Il con trai viét thu tinh cho ddm con gai!

Nguoi dan 6ng trung hau nay lo lang cho nén dao dirc va phién ndo vé nhiing
chuyén chang quan trong may nhu thé day!

Ong lam nhu chuyén giao phdi khong nhan nhan trong thién nhién vay! Thé
thi can phai co thong cao chinh thirc cam rudi mudi khong duoc cudi 1én
nhau, cam ga trong nhay ga mai, vao mua dong duc phai nhét 1ii bo cai to
lai, phai dem stng ban vao 1 chim sé dang phtl nhau, phé tan nhiing to yén,
mic quan cho chd duc va mic vay cho chd cai. Khong bao gid duoc cho
muc dong nhdc chan ctru, vi 1 ctru duc s& nglmg an cd khi mot con ciru cai
téa thir mui moi moc va dugc ca mot ddm con duc ham mo bu quanh.

Va chang, bon tré dau ham hd gi nhiing canh dién ra hang ngay nay nhu
nguoi ta tudng. Cai lam ching thich thu trude hét 1a nhitng canh trong giéng
nhu danh nhau hoac doéi khi chiing so sanh v61 sy thao rudt sau bita an, nhu
101 ké sau day cua Gibus em chung to.



“No6 tong clt nhu 1a muodn 1,” Gibus em ké chuyén con Turc khong 16 ciia nha
no leo con cho céi cia 6ng 1y treong, sau khi da cho moi doéi thu ném don.

“Trong mai ky cuc lam sao! Pé t6i duoc, than nd phai thap xudng dén ndi
gan nhu ngo1 bét trén hai chan sau, lung n6 cong nhu ba lao gu ¢ Orsans.
Khi di téng du roi vao giira hai cang con ding trudc, né mudn dung thang
lén thi, tui bay o1, ndé khong c6 cach nao ra dugc! Chiung nhu bi dinh keo,
con Follette nho xiu ctwr chong mong 1én troi, hai cang sau khéng cham téi
dat.

Ngay luc ay ong 1y trudng tur trong nha ching tao chay ra. ‘D6 nudc 1én! Do
nudc 1én! Chua o1!’, ong hét toang. Con cai tru 1€n, con con Turc khoe hon
nhiéu, cr kéo that luc, khién con cai 101 ca... ra

Nhung tui bay nén biét rang con Turc ciing dau ghé gém. Cudi cung khi
nguoi ta tach ching ra dugce thi cai cua con Turc do lyng va no liém it nhat la

nua gio lién.

Thang Narcisse nha tao néi: “Nay, ong ly, to1 tin rang con Follette cuia ong
da dugc huong dang dong tién bat gao day!’

Ong ta chui om som, bo di.”



PHAN III: CAI LEU

L. Dung léu

Chung ta sé co nhitng cdi giwvong thoang mui huwong, nhitng di vang sau nhu
ham mé.

Ch. Beaudelaire (Cai chét ciia nhirng tinh nhin)

Viéc Gambette voi Camus vang mit va su kin tiéng day bi an ctia chu tuong
di nhién da khién cac chién si Longeverne to mo ghé gom. Hét dtra nay dén
dura kia, vi Iy do nao ddy, da dén gip Lebrac yéu cau giai thich - chiing thé s&
khong hé moi.

Nhung ngay ca nhitng dtra than nhat ciing chi dugc nd khuyén mot cau ngan
ngui:

“Chiéu nay hdy chu y k¥ thang Méo!”

Thanh ra ltc boén gid muoi phut dira nao dua nay da dimg dang vi tri cua
minh, mdt dong dan khong 16 trudc mat, banh mi trong tay, sot rudt cho bon
Velrans xuat dau 10 dién. Chua bao gio chung tap trung dén thé.

“Tui bay phai ndp that kin vao,” Camus giai thich. “Néu mubn chimg kién
tro vui thi phai dé yén cho n¢ leo 1én cay.”

Bon Longeverne mé to mat theo ddi nhat cir nhat dong ctia chuyén gia leo
cay bén phe dich dang td1 chd canh gac quen thudc ctua nd trén cay doan &
bia rung.

Ching hét nhin lai lo dui cip mat u6t nhém, nhung chiu khong phat hi¢n ra
bén ay co chuyen gi khac thuong, hoan toan khong! Thang Méo ngdi dau
day nhu moi ngay, thong bao sd quan dich roéi cAm na bat dau than trong ni
dan vao nhirng tén dich no thay.

Nhung khi tay chuyén gia ban tia kia thinh linh né qua mot bén dé tranh lan
dan ctia Camus dang mat kién nhan vi khong thay tai hoa nio xay ra thi bong
dung mot tiéng ring ric kho khdc xé toac bau khong khi bao diéu chang
lanh. Cai canh to, chd ngdi cua thang Velrans kia, gdy lia, mot lan 1a xong.



Thang Méo ngé 1on dau cung voi cai canh xu6ng dam linh cua phe n6 dudi
goc cay. Thang linh gac trén troi nay ¢ vuon tay bam vao nhu’ng nhanh cay
khac, song néu khong trdy xudc chd nay thi ciing bam giap chd kia, con
nhitng canh dudi cling gay theo hay “phan trac” tranh ra khién no roi Xuong
dat - roi ra sao thi khong 18, song chac chan nhanh hon khi né leo 1én nhiéu.

“Oi! Ai! Oi gia! O! Ca chén! Chén tao! Dau tao! Tay tao!”

Tir Bui Cay Lén vang 18n mot trang cudi thich tha dap lai ban hoa tau nhiing
tieng kéu dau don nay.

“Théy chua, tao dd cho may mot vb ddy!” Camus nhao bang. “Nguoi ta so di
bi nhu thé vi ngudi ta cr mubdn to ra khon lanh va de doa ngudi khac! Bay
i han may s& phai can nhic xem c¢6 nén nhim na vao tao nira khong nhi,
ho thang chét tiét! Mat kinh dong ho ctia may khong v& ddy chi? Khong,
kim kiéc van khong sao ma!”

“Po hén! Quan giét nguoi! PO luu manh gian hiém!” Nhitng dta Velrans
thoat nan chui lai. “Bon an cudp ching bay s€ phai dén t01! Bung thé, bay sé
phai dén t0i!”

“Tui tao dén lién tic thi!” Lebrac dap, roi quay qua hoi phe né:
“Sao, minh tin cong so so mot tran, dugc khong?”
“Dugc!” Chung nhao nhao tan thanh.

Tuc thi tiéng hd xung tran ctia bén muoi lim chién si Longeverne vang rén,
khién bon Velrans hang ngt da xao tron tham hai biét rang phai nhanh chong
chuén ngay néu khong muon chiu ndi nhuc nha ghé gém 13 mot lan nira bi
tich thu sach sanh sanh moi1 thir ctc.

Trong nhdy mat phe Velrans rat sach khoi chién hao. Nhu mot phep la,
nhung dura bi thuong ciing tim lai dugc do1 chan, ké ca thang Méo - vo vira
roi khién no khiép s hon 13 bi dau vi n6 chi bi thuong xoang véi hai ban tay
tréy trya qua loa, vai vét bam & that lung va dui, mot bén mét bi bam tim.

“Xong, thé 1a it ra minh cling dugc yén on r61,” Lebrac tuyén bo. “Bay gio
minh tim cho dung 1éu.”



Ca doan quén té tyu quanh Camus vira tir trén cdy leo xudng dé nhan gitr cai
bao dugc Marie may gitp dung kho tang quy bau vo ngan da duoc ctru thoat
to1 hat lan cua quan Longeverne.

Pé khoéng ai trong thiy, cac chién si phai tién sdu vao Bui Cay Lén tdi chd
tra an Camus di tim ra; La Crique dat tén 1a “phong tham muu”. Tir day
chung chia thanh nhiéu nhom nho tan 1én phia trén nghién ctru, tim trong
biét bao chd ¢ thé dung dugc xem noi nao thich hop nhat voi muc dich va
yéu cau hién thoi.

Ching ty phat lap thanh nam, sau nhom, Ién duong ngay lap tuc dudi su
huéng dan ctia nhitng chién binh xuét sic nhat. Chiing tan vao nhitng mo da
cli bo hoang, tim to1, nghién ctru, so1 mo1 moi noi, so sanh, ban bac.

Dia diém khong duoc qua gan duong xa va khong qua xa Bui Céy Lon.
Ngoai ra phai ¢6 duogc 161 rat that kin dao dé€ cac chién binh c6 thé tur chién
truong rat vé can cr ma khong gap hiém nguy.

La Crique 1a dtra d phat hién ra dia diém thich hop.

Chinh gitra m& cung cua nhirng mo da kia ¢6 mot cai hang nho, dung lam
cho tri an tu nhién rat tét, dé dang gia cb, va nguy trang kin ddo tranh duoc
mat ngudi ngodi nhom ngo.

N6 dung tin hi¢u quen thudc goi1 Lebrac, Camus va nhiing dira khac. Mot lat
sau ca bon di dung trude cai hang ma chién hitu La Crique vira tai phat hién
- vi di nhién chung biét cai hang nay tir 1au r6i. Sao chung lai quén khuay,
khong nh¢ to1 nhi?

T4t nhién chi c6 théng La Crique chét tiét vGi tri nhG tuy€t voi nhu cua cho
1a nhé ngay ra. Pung thé that, bon ching qua lai ving nay di hai muoi lan,
trong nhiing chuyén di tim t6 chim séo, hat dé chin, qua man dong bang va
qua tam xuan dong da.

Nhitng moé da truéc hang tao thanh mot kiéu duong mon triing dan dén mot
dang ngd tu hay mo dat gi d6. Phia trén bai 1a mot vat rimg kéo dai toi tdn
Teuré, con phia dudi la nhitng bui ram trai dai xen lan nhitng con duong
mon cua thi ring cat ngang duong chinh roi nhap lai & tang ciy thap phia
sau Bui Cay Lon.



Ca doan quan budc vao hang. Thuc té thi hang khong siu 1am, nhung duoc
nbi dai thém hay dung hon 13 phia trudc hang ¢6 mot hanh lang rong bang da
tang, khién khong c6 gi d& dang hon viéc coi ndi chd tr an thién nhién nay
bang cach lay canh con va 14 cay lop thanh mai trén cai khoang tréng rong
nhiéu mét gitra hai birc tuong da. Ngoai ra nd con duoc che chan tuyét voi;
trir 16i vao con moi phia déu day dac cay cao va bui ram.

C6 thé thu 'hep cira hang bang cach dung mot buc tuong rong va kién cd voi
nhimng phién da phing dep day riy ¢ d6. Han 1a ching sé & trong hang khong
khac gi ¢ nha riéng. Ngay sau khi lam xong phia ngoai, ching s€ lo trang tri
no1 that.

Trong viéc nay Lebrac da chung to tai nang co thura cua mot bac thiy xay
cat. N6 thiét ké, sap xép roi phén chia cong viéc voi sy chinh xac dang kham
phuc va mot logic khong thé phan bac.

“Ngay chiéu nay tui bay phai c¢6 nhit nhanh moi tim van thira, thanh gd,
dam vuong, dinh cii va nhitng miéng sat bo di,” no ra Iénh.

R6i n6 phan cong cho chién binh nay tim bua, dira khac tim kim va dua tht
ba tim cai bua chuyén dung cua tho né. Riéng né s& mang tGi mot cai riu
nho, Camus dao quam, Tintin thudc day (vach theo pié va puat), con tat ca
bon ching - cai nay bat budc - ¢6 nhiém vy “chdom” tir thung dung cu cua gia
dinh it nhat nam cai dinh cang to va climg cang tot dé bat tay ngay vao nhiing
viéc xay dung cap bach nhat, trong d6 c6 viéc lam mai.

Dai khai d6 1a tat ca nhirng vi¢c co thé lam chiéu nay. Vé vat liéu xdy dung,
trudc hét ching can nhtng thanh gd day va van. Ma rumg thi thiéu gi cay
tran cO canh thang va chac rat duogc viéc. Ngoai ra Lebrac timg hoc duge
cach dung coc dé phan ranh bai co, ching n6 déu biét cach dan phén. Con da
thi ¢ day thira mtra, n6 noi, day ra day!

“Nhé dirng quén dinh nhé,” Lebrac nhac nhd.
“Minh c6 nén dé cai bao chtra kho tang & day khong?” Tintin hoi.
“Di nhién 1a co,” La Crique dap. “Ngay bay gio minh dung sau trong kia mot

cai hom bang d4 dé cat cho dugc kho rdo, an toan. S& chang c6 ma nao dén
day tim n6 dau ma lo.”



Lebrac chon mot phién d4 phang to, dat nam khéng qua xa vach da. Véi bon
phién da khac day hon n6 dung bon buc vach con, dit kho tang phuc vu
chién tranh vao giita roi iy mot phién d4 phang khac day 1én, doan ldy soi
rai bira chung quanh phong trudng hop cuc ky han hitu rang ai d6 tinh co toi
day, thiy cai hom da duoc xdy dung qua quy cii ma sinh 1ong to mo.

Sau do6 ca dam phan khoi tur tor kéo nhau ve lang. Trén duong ve€, ching vach
ra nghin du &n va tat ca déu san sang lay trom cua nha bat cir mon gi, lam bat
clr cong viéc nang nhoc nao va hy sinh tron ven.

Chung s€ thuc hién dugc uwéc mo cua chiung; ca tinh cua ching s€ phat trién
qua cong vi¢c do tu ching lam cho ching. Chung s€ c6 mdt ng61 nha, mot
cung dién, mot phao dai, mot ngdi dén, mot Panthéon!?. Noi day s& chi c6
chung voi nhau; bé me chung, thay gido va cha x&, nhitng nguoi thuong
xuyén pha hong moi du tinh hay ho cua chung, s€ khong gi miii vao dugc;
noi diy ching c6 thé hoan toan thoai mai lam nhiing chuyén bi cdm doan
trong nha tho, trong 16p va ¢ nha, chiang han: nghich ngom, di chan dat, chi
mic 40 so mi hay cdi trudng, nhom lira nudng khoai, hat thude 14 tu tao bang
cdy 6ng ldo va nhat 13 cat giau cac voi khi giéi caa chung.

“Minh s€ xay mot cai bép!” Tintin d€ nghi.
“Va nhitng cai givong bang réu vaéi 1a cay,” Camus thém.
“Lam ghé dai va ghé banh,” Gibus anh ti€p 101.

“Nhat 1a tui bay phai gidu nhitng dinh voi van lay duoc!” chu tudng nhic
nhd. “Co glau nhting mon bay c6 dugc vao sau burc tuong hay hang giau trén
duong di dén Saute. Mai, khi bét tay vao viéc, minh sé 1ay.”

Mai that khuya t6i hom Ay ching moi di ngu. Cung dién, phao dai, dén tho,
ngdi 1éu am anh b dc xao xuyén cia ching. Nhitng tuong tugng cua chung
lwon qua luon lai, dau ching ong ong, mét ching dam dam nhin bong dém,
tay chan ching dong ddy, ngdn chin ngtra ngdy. Ching mong mau sang dé
c6 thé bat tay vao cong trinh vi dai!

Sang hom Ay ching day khong can ai goi. Rt 1au trude khi an xap dlem tam
ching da lung khip chudng tha, kho rom ra, bép va kho dung cu dé cat giau
nhitng miéng van thira va sit cii hau 1am gidu thém kho tang chung cua
minbh.



Nhing thung dung dinh cua cac ong b bi moi moc thé tham. Dira nao cling
mudn to ra xuat sic, cho nén chiéu hom 4y Lebrac nam trong tay khong phai
chi hai trdm ma nhitng ndm tram hai muoi ba cai dinh, da dugc dém ky. Sudt
ngay ching di di vé vé day vé bi mat giita lang, cdy sdi 16n va nhitng b
tuong & Saute trong a0 khoac cang phdng, cai quan climg do, budc chan kho
nhoc, giita 1an vai va da thit gidu d thi vat dung hdn tap ma ching rat ngai
dé nguoi di duong trong thay.

Chiéu hom ?iy Lebrac di tur tur, that tu tu t61 ngé tu co cay doan co thu, bfmg
con duong phia sau. Chan trai cua n6 cirng do nhu khap khiéng.

“May dau chan a?” Tintin hoi.
“May ngi a?” La Crique tiép 10i.

Chu tuéng nhéch miéng cuoi bi an gidng Bas de Cuir¥ hay ai khac nhu
bao thu ha: bay doan sai ro1!

N6 khap khiéng di tiép to1 khi ching hoan toan khuat sau hang gidu trén con
duong t6i ring Saute. Biy gid n6 ding lai, mo cuc quan 16i ra chiéc riu né
dé hira s€ mang den vi n6 nhét can riu trong éng quan nén bude di méi lic
le, xau oi 1a xau. R6i nd gai clic quan va dé ching to cho ban bé thay minh
van nhanh nhen nhu ai Lebrac lién vung riu mua vil di¢u 10t da dau cua
ngudi da do, van rat hop véi mot chuwong nao diy ctia quyén truyén Nguwoi
Mohican cuéi ciing hay Ngwoi chay xuyén rimg.

Dira nao cling mang theo dung cu nén co thé bat tay ngay vao vi¢c. Tuy
nhién, chiing van ctr hai linh canh gac dudi ciy soi cia Camus dé thong bao
ngay cho dao quan nho bé trong truong hop dam thing Aztec gy chién ngay
trén khu vuc Longeverne. Chiing chia thanh nhiéu nhom.

“Tao lam tho moc,” Lebrac noi.

“Tao lam cai tho né!” Camus néi. “Tao voi Gibus anh xép da. Nhiing dua
khac lo tim da cho tui tao.”

Viéc dau tién cia nhom Lebrac la tim cot va xa go can cho cai mai. Chu
tudng s€ dung riu chat cho vira, cho nhom Camus dung tuong xong s€ rap
1én.



Trong khi chd doi, nhitng dua khac lo bén phén dé sau d6 dat 1én xa nha
thanh tAm dan, twong tu nhu 16p mé dé d& mai ngoéi. Nhung tAm phén nay,
khac nhitng san pham ctia Montchanin, chi phai d& mot 16p day 14 khé duoc
mot tim phén khac bén vai canh con giir chic phong khi gié 16n.

Chuing can than dém lai sb dinh roi dé chung mét chd véi clc trong boc chira
kho tang. Poan chung bat tay vao viéc.

Nhitng nguoi Celte ¢b ting ban tén chong lai sim sét, nhitng ngudi tho ca
quang vinh cta thé ky xay dung thanh dudng ting tac udc mo cia minh trén
d4, nhitng chi nguyén quan cta cudc dai cach mang do DantonPU ¢ vii da
cam vii khi hay nhiing chién si ctia cudc cach mang nim 1848 di trong ciy
Tu do, tat ca bon ho déu khong thé bat tay vao viéc voi tAm long ham ho va
chay bong phan khoi duoc nhu boén muoi 1am chién binh ctia Lebrac dang
xay dung ngdi nha chung ctia ué6¢c mo va hy vong trong mé da bé hoang noi
canh rung Saute nay.

Sang kién tudn 4o at nhu nhitng ngudn nude trén trién ndi phi day cay. Vat
liéu xay dung chét thanh déng. Camus xép d4 thanh chong. Lebrac dung hét
strc binh sinh chat d&o, mdi 1an lai hit ra mot tiéng “Ha!” tuyét voi. No théy
thay vi suc sao tim trong rung ram nhiing canh thich hop thi lay cap bén
muoi khiic to tir dong gb chat trong khu rung khai thac gb gan day tién loi
hon nhiéu. Thé 13 hai muoi quan tinh nguyén di lay trom tuc thi.

Trong khi d6 mot nhém cat canh con, mot nhoém khac bén phén, con Lebrac
ludn tay dung riu véi bua chit, d€o, dong dinh va budc chac phan dudi cua
cai mai.

Pé bo khung duoc chac chan cin phai dao 16 trén nén rdi dong cot. Lebrac
nghi no sé dd soi quanh chan cot roi nén chit thi cot khoi xuc xich, hon nita
tranh duoc hoi dat am. Sau khi do xong hét, né phic so qua bo khung roi
dong dinh trudce khi khdp vao nhitng cai mong do Tintin d€o.

A, chic chin r6i day! N6 thir ‘péng cach dat b khung Ién bbn hon da to roi
budce 1€n, nhay mua, khong thay nhac nhich, khong thay lung lay, khong ¢
gi kéu rang rac. Pung la mot cong trinh xuat sac!

Cho dén tan toi, to1 mit va khi dai bod phan quan linh da ra vé n6 con & lai voi
Camus, La Crique va Tintin dé sap x&p moi thir va chuan bi cho hom sau.



Ngay mai ching s€ dat mai Ién va budc vao day mot bo hoa, gidng y cac tho
moc khi xong bd khung va an mung I€ xong phan tho. Pang tiéc chung
khong c6 dugc vai ba chai d€ an mung cho xirng dang!

“Bay gio minh vé nha thoi,” Tintin noi.

Ching di qua “phong tham muu” rdi xudéng phan dudi cua canh ring Saute
va mo da Pepiot.

“Camus nay, may van chua ké cho tao lam sao may tim ra cho tra an nay,”
chu tudng nhac.

“A u,” thang kia dap. “Thé nay!

Mua he vira r61 tao voi con bé Titine nha Jean-Claude va thang chan curu nha
bo dd dau cua tao ra dong - may biét cai tay & Laiviron mat ludn chép lia lia
ay ma. Ngoai ra con c6 hai anh em thang Ronfous ¢ trén do1, bay gio hai dira
chiung n6 lam muc dong.

Tui tao bong nay ra y dinh lam thanh 1€ choi cho vui.

Thang chan curu nha bé do dau cua tao muon dong vai cha xur. N6 co1 4o so
mi khoac lén 4o ngoai, dé dugc giong nhu ao 1€. Roi tui tao chat da thanh
ban tho va ca ghé dai nira. Hai thang Ronfous dong vai phu 1€, nhung chung
no6 khong chiu khoac so mi 1én 4o len. Chiing bao so mi ctia ching rach teng
beng, nhung tao dam danh cudc rang chung khong muodn cho xem vi chung
da “1” vao ao. Pay, ro1 thang chan ctru lam 1€ cudi cho tao vaoi con Titine.”
“Nhung may lam gi c6 nhan dé deo vao ngon tay n6?”

“Tao lay mot khuc day.”

“Thé con vong hoa?”

“Tui tao tét bang hoa kim ngan.”

“Ra thé!”

“Phai, thang chan ctru c6 mang theo mdt quyén sach kinh, n6 doc Dominus
vobiscum, oremus prends tes puces, secundum secula, toan nhirng tho vé



van, giong nhu ong co dao. Cudi cung nd noi ‘Ite, Missa est’, nghia la cac
con hay ra v€ binh an!

R&i tao voi Titine kéo nhau di, bon kia khong dugc di theo, vi do 1a dém tan
hén, dau dinh dang gi dén chung né. Hai dua tao khong duoc di qua lau,
chung bao thé, sing hém sau phai tré lai dy thanh 18 cau hdén cho nhimg
ngudi than qua cb.

Hai dtra tao chuon qua nhiing bui cay, roi dén thang mé da ma tui minh vira
di qua ddy. Rdi tui tao ndm 1én da.”

“Roi sa0?”
“Roi tao hon con bé. Thé thoi!”
“Thé thoi 4? May khong thoc ngoén tay vao...”

“Ne, bd téo oi, dé tay tao bi udt a, ban chét duoc! Khong nguy hiém gi,
nhung con bé Tavie s€ nghi thé nao vé tao chi?”

“Ping ro1, dan ba ban lam.”
“Ho1 nho thi chua sao, nhung khi 16n r61 thi quan ho dang ngai lam...”
',’

“Eo o1!” Tintin kéu. “May lam tao bu6én non!

“Théi, minh di!” Lebrac cit ngang. “Chudng béo sau rudi réi ddy. Minh phai
vé nha thoi, kéo 161 thoi to.”

Va chang vé nha voi nhitng y nghi khinh thudng phuy nit.



Il. Nhitng ngay trong dai cua Longeverne

...Nguoi ta ciing nhé t6i sy phong xa sdng sudt ciia éng, khi éng cho tich trir
lwong thuc va dan duoc, thiét lap trat tw va ky cwong... nguoi ta ciing khong
quén diéu léenh chién tranh tuyét voi ong da ban hanbh...

Brantdome (Nhiing thong sodi Phdp lirng danh - M. de Guize)

“D6 ta! DO ta!” muoi anh chang thg moc cua Lebrac vira ho vura hon hén
nang bd khung niang dau tién lam mai phao dai dé dat cho dung chd. Nhip
nhang theo 161 hd dong vién nhau kia, hai muoi canh tay cung co nhiing co
bap ran chic nang cong trinh lap ghép cta chung, khiéng téi dat dang vao
nhiing khép mong Tintin da khoét.

“Tur tur, tur tir!” Lebrac ra 1¢nh. “Phai nang cung Iuc! Dung co6 lam gay gi ca!
Can than! Bébert, xich téi trudc mot ti! Thé, duoc roi!

Khong dugc! Tintin, may phai khoét cai khop dau rong hon mot ti, hep qua.
b '9,

Lay cai riu ay! Nao, lam di!
“To6t ro1, vira van!”
“Pung lo, vitng ma!”

ROi dé ching to rang tac pham cta no tot, Lebrac nam 1én bd khung bic
ngang khoang tréng trude cira hang. Chang lung lay, nhtic nhich ti ndo.

“Po, thay chua!” N6 tu hao néi rdi dimg day. “Bay gid minh dat tim phén
'79

Ién!

Vé phan Camus, sau khi bac xong bac tam cap SO sal bang da, tao thanh mot
thir cong trinh hoi nghiéng nghiéng, no lién bat tay 1am ndt nhitng viéc cudi
cung cho buc tuong. Tuong day hon ba pi€, mat ngoai 16i 16m vi nha kién
tric ra nd ¢d y lam khong thang thém dé che glau 16i vao hang, nhung mat
trong bang phang nhu thé dugc xay voi su tro giup ciia con roi va duoc trau
chuét, mai phang, nin nét, cha bong va dyng 1én bang nhimng vién da co
chon lua.

Canh tham réu trudc hang la mot déng 16n 14 kho ma nhiing dua bé con
trong bon da dem v€. Tam phén bén gon gang va chac chan. Moi chuyén



tron tru. Bon Longeverne khong phai 1ii chay ludi... mot khi chiing muén.

Viéc dit tam phén chi mat mot phit, ngay sau d6 mot 16p day 14 kho che kin
mat trén cua chiéc léu. Chung chi d€ ho mot 16 bén phai cura dé thong khoi
(vi ching mudn dot Itra trong ngdi nha cua ching).

Truoc khi bét tay vao trang tri noi that, Lebrac va Camus kéo 1en cao trude
doan quan té tyu dong du, mit quay vao cira, mot bo 16n hoa tim goi mau
xanh vang nhu dugc phét gi dong, diém nhing trai dau ruc r& nhu nhimng
vién ngoc to gitra nhing chiéc 14. Xua kia nguoi Gaulois da timg lam nhu
vay, La Crique bao thé, vi nghe noi s& dem lai may man.

Chiting 16n tiéng reo ho:

“Chiéc 1éu muén nam!”

“Chung ta mudn nam!”

“Longeverne muon nam!”

“T6 ba bon Velrans! Tiéu diét chung!”
“Pa dao bon ca chon!”

Sau khi niém phan khoi d3 lang xudng phan nao, chiing lién bt tay vao viéc
don dep bén trong 1€u.

Ching don di nhirng hon da khong déu, thay bang nhitng hon khac. Mbi dira
déu co phﬁn viéc cua minh. Lebrac phan cong, chi dao va chinh n6 lam viéc
bang bon dra khac.

“Minh cat kho tang va vii khi sau phia trong, sat tuong da. Phia trai, ddi dién
bép, minh ldy van ngin lai mot phan roi dung 14 véi réu lam giudng nghi ém
ai cho nhirng dira bi thuong va kiét stc, thém vai cai ghé banh. Phia kia, hai
bén bép 10, minh dat ghé dai va ghé banh bang d4, ¢ gitta minh dé trong lam
161 d1.”

Dura nao ciing mudn c¢6 mot hon da riéng hay mot chd nhat dinh trén ghé dai
dé ngoi. La Crique phai giai quyet van d€ ngdi thir kho khan nay bang cach
dung than danh dau trén vién dé4, dung phan danh dau trén ghé dai dé khoi



tranh chap ve€ sau. Cho cua Lebrac & sau phia trong, trude noi dé kho tang va
vii khi.

Phia sau vién da cua chu tudng ching dat gitra hai birc vach mot thanh gd co
déng dinh. Mdi dira c6 dinh riéng dé treo gwom, gac gido hodc gy cua minh.
Quan Longeverne, nhu ta thay, 13 nhitng ké tan thanh va tuan tha ky luat chat
che.

Vu Camus suyt bi bat tuan trude da kim ham va lam nhyt y dinh tu chuyén
tu quyen ctia vai ba chién si; va vi trf toi cao ctia Lebrac 1d rang la khong thé
chéi cii. Camus xay 10 bép bang cach 1ay mot phién d4 phang that to, chiing
bao d6 la nham thach, dat 1én nén dat; phia sau va hai bén 10 n6 dung ba burc
tuong chan thap roi dat mot phlen da phang khéc 1én trén hai birc trong d6i

nhau, con phia sau, ngay duéi 15 théng trén néc, nd dé tréng cho dé thoat
khoi.

Con cai bao kho tang thi Lebrac dat sau tan trong, nhu thé dit binh banh
thanh da dugc ban phép, vao mdt tia dung banh }hénh bang da. Chung trang
trong xay tuong kin chung quanh. Chua téi lic can thi chua mo ra.

Trudce khi dat bao vao cai ham nho, no gio Ién cho moi tin httu chiém
ngudng lan cubi cung, kiém lai so sach cta Tintin, dém k¥ ludng tung thu
mot r0i cho phép, néu dira nao mudn, duge nhin va s0' kho bau mot lan nira,
doan Lebrac dit hét vao cai ban tho bang d4 ct nhu ¢d dao 1am 18,

“Dung ra minh can dam ba cat hinh,” La Crique lim dim mat néi, vi né nhen
nhom v thich vé tham m§ va mau sic.

N6 c¢6 trong tii cai guong gia hai xu, gio day n6 dat 1én mot go da, goi la
cong hién cho sy nghiép chung. D6 la mon trang tri dau tién cua 1€u.

R6i trong khi nhitng dtra nay cl}uén bi dung giudng va ghé thi nhing dtra
khac ra ngoai nhat nhanh trong tang cay thap la kho dé lam ném va canh con
de du trur.

Vi khong thé chira nhiéu cii nhu thé trong léu nén ching lién quyét dinh
dung ngay sat bén canh mot nha kho thap du 16n dé chat cui du trit. Dudi
mot tang da nho ra, trong nhdy mat ching dung cach cira hang mudi budce ba
btrc tuong, mit phia Bac chira mot khoang ho 1am 16i ra vao. O day ching dé
duoc toi hon hai thudc khéi cui. Roi ching xép cui thanh ba dong khac



nhau: to, vira va nho. Nhu thé, chung da chuan bi déy du, co thé cho doi va
bat chap nhiing ngay xau troi.

Hoém sau cong trinh cta chiing hoan thién. Lebrac mang dén phu trang hinh
clia cac bao Petit Parisien va Petit Journal, La Crique mang dén vai ba
quyén lich cil, nhing dia kia mang nhiéu hinh khac nhau: hinh tong thong
Félix Faure xem quyén truyén Rau Xanh voi ve tu man va ngd nghé, hinh
mot ba 130 vé huu bi bop cd treo dbi dién hinh mot ky ma liéu mang phong
ngua qua bo cong sy, va hinh cu gia Gambetta, di nhién khong phai cua ai
khac hon thang Gambette, ma d6i mat hiéng uy quyén nhin chong choc mot
cach khac thuong mot ¢d gai tré mic 4o hd cd ngam diéu thude 14 va co chi
hat thudc hiéu Nil hay Riz, nhu 16i thuyét minh, hodc it ra cling 1a hiéu
Jobl2,

That 12 mau mé va vui mat. Nhitng mau 1oe loet vo cung thich hop véi vé
hoang dai ctua chon nay, chtr con buc tranh La J ocondel23] nhot nhat va gio
da co 16 1am ro6i thi s€ khong ding cho ti nao.

Mot chiéc chdi cun dyng trong goc 1éu, can nhem nhudc do nhitng ban tay
vay ban. Ching lay trom trong s nhitng cai choi 16p hoc da thai ra. O day
né6 lai c6 chd dung.

Sau cung, vi con nhiéu vén thira, ching lay dinh ghep lai thanh mot mat ban.
Trude chd ngdi cua Lebrac ching dong bdn chiéc coc vao nén 1am chan ban,
liy s6i ném chat roi lay dinh dong mit ban 1én. Thanh ra chung c6 dugc mot
mén do tuy khong thudc loai dep nhat nhung dé dung thi ciing t6t nhu moi
thr khac chiing da tao.

Con trong luc 4y bon Velrans 1am nhiing chuyén gi?

Ngay ngdy phe Longeverne déu thay linh gac ¢ can clr cua ching tai Bui
Cay Lon, nhung doi nay khong he c6 co hodi nao dé thong bao cho quéin
minh bang ba tiéng coi quy udc vé mot cudc tan cong cua dich.

Ay thé ma bon khon kiép nay cling di len 1én t6i ddy; khong phai ngay dau
ma la ngay thir hai.

Phai, vao ngay thir hai mot nhom dich quan hién ra trude mat Gibus em, d6i
truong doi tuan tra. No va cac ban quan sat ky cang viéc lam va dong thai
cta 1ii ¢an nay; nhung roi quan dich lai mau chong bién di day bi an. Hom



sau hai ba théng Velrans lai t61, thu dong dirng mot hoi 1au ngay trudc mat
doi gac Longeverne.

Co diéu gi day khac thuong tai can ctr cua thang Aztec! Viéc chu tudng
ching nem don ctng nhu chuyén thang Méo nga 16n dau chic chan khong
chin noi nhiét tinh chién déu ctia chung. Chung c6 thé 4&m muu gi cht nhi?
Doi gac Longeverne khong co chuyén gi khac dé 1am nén cir nghi toi nghi
lui va dat ra du tha gia thuyét. Nguoc lai Lebrac sung sudng vi duge quan
dich dé yén, nén chang ban tdm tim hiéu xem bon Velrans 1am gi trong
nhimng gid khic 18 ra vin dé danh nhau nay.

Nhung sang ngay thir tu, khi ching dang tim con duong ngan nhat dé kin
dao di tur 1éu dén Buyi Cay Lon thi d6i trudng trinh sat cir mot linh canh vé
bao rang linh canh dich vira thot ra nhitng 16i de doa ma tAm quan trong ctia
n6 khong thé nao nham dugc.

Han 1a dai quan Velrans cung ban ron voi viée gi khac. Co thé & bén d6 bon
ching cing dyng mot chd tri quan hay ting cudng cho cac vi tri hodc dat
bay trong dudng hao, ai biét dugc chung lam gi? Gia thuyét logic nhat van 1a
ching dung 1éu. Nhung ai co thé goi ¥ nay cho chung? Tt nhién dung la
sang kién mot khi di ra doi s& duogc truyen di mot cach day bi an. Co mot
diéu chic chan: bon Velrans dang 4m thim chuan bi gi day. Néu khong thi
giai thich thé nao viéc ching khong nhay x6 vao doi canh & Bui Cay Lon?

RO1 s€ biét 10 thoi.

Tuan 18 troi qua. Quan Longeverne du trit trong phao dai cua chung khoai
tay an cap dugc. Ching con cd ca vai ba cai xoong cii di chui co can than dé
dung. Ngoai ra chung chi biét chd doi va phong thu. Tuy Gibus anh dé nghi
td1 ngay gitra khu rung dich trinh sat, nhung khong dira nao xung phong vao
chuyén di nguy hiém nay.

Tuy nhién chiéu ngay Chu nhat hai dao quéan di lai d6i dién nhau véi day du
quan so, ra suc chui boi va nem da vao nhau. Ca hai bén déu sung strc thay
o va boc 10 niém ty hao bat khuit ma chi mot to chire chit chd vai long tu
tin tuyét d6i méi c6 ndi. Thé nay thi ther Hai sé danh nhau khoc liét day!

“Minh phai lo hoc that thugc bai!” Lebrac dan do. “Ngay mai khong dira nao
dugc deé bi gitlr lai 16p, s€é dung do to day!”



Va qua that, chua bao gio chung doc bai tréi chay nhu cai ngay thir Hai Ay
khién bd Simon hét sirc sung s6t, vi nhitng nguyén tic su pham cua Ong bi
su thay d6i gitra ludi biéng va chim chi, gitta chi tim va chénh mang cia
chung 1am dao 10n hét ca. Nhung 1am sao anh c6 thé xdy dung 1y thuyét trén
thr kinh nghiém gia tao dugc, khi nhitng nguyén do that sy, nhitng nguyén
do sau kin nhit bi che khuit nhu khudén mat cua IsisPH dudi tAm mang che
mit bang d4?

S& gay go day.

Camus vira bam canh dau tién trén cay soi cua nod dé du nguoi 1én thi nga
xubng. Cing may khong cao lam nén Camus van dung dugc. D6 1a don tra
diia cua thang Méo ma Camus da tinh toi, song nd clr nghi thang kia cling s&
cura cai canh no thudng ngdi co. Tuy nhién khi leo 1én lai né van kiém soat
that ky tu‘ng canh mot trudc khi ngdi vao. Va chang lat nira n6 s€ leo xubng
dé tham gia tAn cong va danh gidp 14 ca, néu tom dugc thing Méo thi nd s&
khong quén bat d6i thu tra mén ng nho nhé nay.

Tru chuyén Ién 1t nay ra, con thi tran danh that rd rang minh bach.

Khi hai dao quéan da nem hét sach ca da thi chung nhét t& xong 1én, vii khi
trong tay, quyét ddu mot tran thu hung.

Phe Velrans tién theo hinh cai ném, trong khi phe Longeverne chia thanh ba
toan nhd: Lebrac dan dau toan gitra, Camus toan bén phai, con Gibus anh
toan bén trai.

Khoéng dra nao no61 mdt 161! Ching nhich tir tor ting budc nhu 1t meo rinh
nhau, Iong may cau lai, mat tée Itra, tran nhan tit, mat nhan nho, rang nghién
chdt, tay nam chac gy, doc guom hay giéo.

Khoang cach gilra hai dao quén cang thu nho lai thi budc chan cua ching
cang ngin. Ba toan Longeverne tap trung vao cai khoi hinh tam giac cta phe
Velrans.

Khi hai chu tudng sép giap mat, chi con cach nhau hai budc thi chung dimng
lai. Hai dao quan dung bat dong, song do 1a thir bat dong ctia nude trude khi
s01 sung suc, v khi cua chung tua tia nom that kinh hoang. Pura nao ciing
am i cdm hon, mét ban ra nhiing tia chdp, nim tay run ray vi gian dir, moi
run run.



Ptra ndo s& x6ng 1én dau tién, thang Aztec hay Lebrac? Ta biét chi mot cu
chi, mot tiéng thét thoi s& lam nd bung con gidn dit cua ca dam, 1am tudn
trao con thinh ng, lam phat tiét moi nang luong. Nhung khong mot ctir dong
nao xay ra, khong mot tiéng thét nao vang 1én va mot sy im ling u 4m ning
né khong gi pha v& ndi trim 1én ca hai dao quén.

“Quac, quac, quac!”
kéu thang thot.

Mot bay qua bay qua bai chién trudong vé rimg cat tiéng

Tiéng kéu nay da 1am bung 1én tat ca.

Mot tiéng gam khong tén vot ra khoi co hong Lebrac, mot tiéng hét kinh hon
bat ra tir d6i moi thang Aztec va thé 1a hai phe nhay x6 vao nhau dir doi,
khong nhan nhuong.

Khoéng thé phan biét duoc gi hét. Hai dao quan dan vao nhau, mili ném cia
phe Velrans choc vao toan Lebrac, hai canh quan do Camus va Gibus anh
chi huy tan cong vao hai bén suon phe dich. Gay gdc khong dung dugc. Cac
chién binh tam 14y nhau, bép cd, kéo, cao cau, dam, can, gidt toc nhau. Tay
a0 ngoai va tay 4o so mi rach toi ta du6i nhitng ngédn tay chop chat. Nhirng
16ng nguc tring phai nam dim kéu huynh huych nhu tréng, nhitng cai mii
tée mau, nhitng con mat gian giua.

Khoéng nghe thay gi khac ngoai tleng gam g, tleng rong va nhing tiéng hét
khan khan u ¢: “Ha! Ho! Ran! Pang' Ra! Cic! D6 chét bam!” 1an nhiing
tiéng rén ri nhu bi bop nghet: “O! Oi gidi! A!” quyén voi nhau nghe that
dang sg.

P6 1a mot mé bong bong khong 16 dang la hét ciia nhitng cai mong va nhﬁ:ng
cai dau, diy d6 tho ra nhiing canh tay nhung cai chan quan vao nhau roi lai
r0i ra. Ca cai khdi nay cum lai roi roi ra, r6i cum lai, r6i roi ra. Cir thé.

Chién thang nga v€ nhitng dira khoe nhat va hung ton nhat. Mot 1an nira than
chién tranh lai mim cuo1 véi Lebrac va dao quan cua no.

Nhiing dra bi tring don ning nhat rat lui. Boulot khong biét bi dua nao
phang gidy gb gy miii vira bo chay vé Bui Cdy Lon, vira ¢6 lau méau. Song
phe Velrans tan loan théy r0: tui Tatti, Pissefroid, Lataupe, Bousbot va bay
tam dira nita thao chay trong tu thé ca nhic hodc tay budc chéo qua vai hoic
moi bam gidp, c6 may dira khac chay theo chung roi lai thém may dia nita,



khién nhitng dira lanh lan thidy minh dan bi bo roi, cam chic 13 thua nén ciing
dao tau dé thoat nan. Nhung thing Méo, thang Mat Banh duc va bdn thang
khac khong da nhanh chan nén bi bao vay, bi méc can roi bi bét séng 16i vé
Bui Cay Lén, dudi sy hd tro ciia nhiéu cai da vao dit.

That 1a mot ngay tuyét voi.

Marie, dugc thong bao trudce, da co mat trong 1éu. Gambette dan Boulot lai
day dé bang bo. Con chinh no cam mot cai xoong chay U t6i con sudi gan
day mac nude vé cho chién hitu can trudng cua nd lau cai mili day thuong
tich. Trong luc d6 nhing ke chlen thang tich thu hét cua dam tu binh moi thtr
trong tai va cit khong thuong tiéc moi cai cc.

Xong dura nay dén dura khac; riéng thang Méo dugc huéng nhitng vinh du
ctia budi chiéu hom a ay bich than Camus ra tay, khong quén tich thu chiéc
né ctia thang Méo va bat nd coi trudng to hod ding trude ca dam cho dén khi
xong ban an.

Bén thing kia, vi mdi bi bat lan dau tién, chi bi lanh lung cat hét cac ctc cha
khong phai chiu nhitng nhuc hinh khong can thiét.

Théng Mit Banh dac duoc dé lai sau cung, goi la mon trang miéng, nhu
ching noi. Cha phai n6 chinh la théng méi day da dé lai dau an pham thuong
trén than thé Lebrac, sau khi da gian ac ngang chan chu tudng hay sao!
Chinh thé, thang khéc vo nay, thang cdn vé ban thiu nay, thiang “thudc
chudt” nay da dam quat roi vao ‘mong mot chién si bi tudc hét vii khi, k¢ ma
no con lau moi c¢6 kha nang bat noi! Phai tring tri hanh dong xau xa nay.
Ching s& tan cho nd mét trdn xing dang. Nhung tur nguoi no tudn ra mot
mui dic thi, mot xa khi chiu khong ndi khién cac chién si Longeverne ¢6
nhiém vu thi hanh ban an, du gioi chiu dung, cling budc phai bit mii.

Thang khon ki€p nay danh ram nhu ngua duc! N6 con ca gan danh ram!

Thang Mit Banh duc lap bép khong ai hiéu gi ca. No khoc méu than van, co
hong rung 1én vi nuc no. R6i khi bi cat hét cic va bi tut quan chiing moi
phat hién duoc nguon goc cai mui hoi kinh khiép ma chiing thay rang vinh
vién khong giam murc d¢ kia. Hoa ra thang Mit Banh duc khén kho da binh
day quan. Tu hai cai mong dep 1ép bét phan cua nd toa ra mot mui ghé tom
dang so khién chu tudng Lebrac du sao cling phai dai luong ma chdi tir viéc
danh don tra thu va tha no vé cung nhimg dira kia. Lebrac, trong thAm tam,



vui mung va hon ho vé viée thang chién binh ban thiu nhat trong hang ngii
bon cho chét va ia dun Velrans da tu trung phat, mét cach that tu nhién, qua
su hén nhat cta no.



IIl. Bira tiéc trong rung
Ta uéng vang trong ly c¢di co md,
Chii qudn! Cir rét day di
Néu ¢6 tran thi tran & ddy théi, ndo vang c6 mdt di dau!
An uéng cang ngon!
Ronsard (Odes)

bam cua théng Aztec, cai dam dai bai bi danh tham tim ca minh méy va bi
cit sach hét cuc by gio nhu thé ndo nhi? Thing Lebrac coc can biét, toan
quan cta nd ciing thé. Chiing d dai thing, bat dugc sau tu binh. Chuy¢n nay
tur xtra tr xua chua tung c6. Trong nhiing chién cong oanh liét vén van dugc
kinh can giir gin va truyén tung, La Crique cam doan, khong hé c6 vu bét tu
binh nao hoanh trang va tran danh nao phi thuong nhu ctua ching. Lebrac c6
quyén dugc coi minh 14 vién théng soai vi dai nhat ting chi huy quan
Longeverne, con dao quén cua no la doi xung kich diing cam va thién chién
nhat tir trudc dén nay.

Chién loi phdm day nhoc: ca déng ciic, dai bén, day gidy, khoa va du thi
linh kinh khac nfra, vi ching tich thu hét moi tht giau trong tui quan true
khan lau mui. C6 nhing khic xuwong Ign nho nho khoet 16 & gitta dé x0 hal
so1 day len, khi quay khuc xuong phat ra tleng u u, chung goi tro nay la “
u”, ¢6 bi va dao - hay néi dung hon 1a mét thir trong nhu ludi dao cam bl‘J:a
vao can, co ca nhitng chia khoa dé mo hop ca moi, tuong mot cha ¢ bﬁng
chi dau bung di chay trong thé ngdi xom rét u 13 riéng tu va nhiéu 6ng siy dé
thut hat dau. Tat ca nhitng thr quy bau nam lung tung nay dung 1am giau kho
tang chung hay sé dugc dem ra rut tham.

Chéc chan kho tang da tang gip d6i. Ma ngay kia toi han dong thué chién
tranh 1an tht hai roi.

Lebrac nhé lai ¥ cua né trude day. Néu ta dung tién nay dé lién hoan thi sao?

Nghi 14 1am, nén nd hoi ngay quan linh dé xem thil kho c6 thé s& thu duoc
bao nhicu:



“Pira nao khong c6 xu dong thué chién tranh?”
C4 1l ngo1 1m.

“Tui bay hiéu rd ¥ tao ch? Ptra nao khong c6 xu dong thué chién tranh, gio
tay!”

Khong canh tay nao gio 1én ca. Mot sy im lang thanh kinh. C6 thé nhu thé
duoc u? Nhu thé nghia 1a tat ca bon chiing déu da tim ra phuong cach dé co
duoc mot xu. Nhirng 10i khuyén hay ho cua chu tudng da c6 két qua. N6
noéng nhiét khen ngoi:

“Day, thay chua, tui bay dau co kho khao nhu bay tuong! Hé muén 13 ludn
ludn dugc. Mién dung nhu nhugc thoi, me ki€p, chir trong thé gidi nay minh
vuot qua dugc hét.

Chd nay day, né chi vao dong chién loi pham néi tiép, “it nhat cung dang

gia bon muoi xu. Ay 1a vi tui bay da diing cam kiém duoc bang d6i nam dam
ctia minh, chit minh khong can phai bé tién ra mua.

Ngay mai minh s€ c6 bon muoi lam xu. Chinh vi thé chi€éu thir Nam bon
minh s€ an mung chién thang va 1€ dung khung cho ng6i 1€u.

Tui bay nghi sao?”

'99

“Phai 1dm! Hay 1dm! Phai 1dm! Hoan ho! Hoan hé! Tuyét!” Bén muoil2!
tiéng noi cat 1én, la hét. “Hay lam! Lién hoan muoén nam, ché chén mudn

'),

nam!
“Bay gio ta vao trong léu!” chu tuéng ra 1€nh. “Tintin, dua tao cai mii cua
may dé tao bo chién lgi pham vao. Lat nira minh dé hét vao trong tu kho
tang.”

Ro61 n6 quay nhin vé phia bia rung phe Velrans.

“Khong con thang nao ¢ dudi do nita chr?”” nd hoi.

Camus leo 1én cay so61 kiém tra cho chac an.

“May dung lo!” n6 noi sau khi nhin qua bén doé. “Sau khi bi tan mot tran thé



nay thi chiing tan tac nhu bay tho thoi!”

Trong 1éu cac chién binh Longeverne gap lai Boulot, Gambette va Marie. Co
bé stra soan ra vé. Thuong binh Boulot chiay mau nhiéu mili tim bam va
sung vu nhu cu khoai tay; tuy vay no khong than van may ma khoai chi nghi
t6i nhitng chom toc n6 da giat 1ay giat dé va nhitng ci ddm thoi son né da
phan phat déu cho moi phia.

Chung nhét, tri khi vé lang s& ké rang no chay rdi vap phai mot sac gd va
khong kip lay tay che mat.

Té1 thr Nam thi nd s€ khoe lai thoi va cung lién hoan bita dai tiéc vo1 moi
nguoi, va vi hom nay né bi ndang nhat nén s€ dugc huong phan to khi chia

mon ngon vat la.

HOm sau, thu tién xong, Lebrac va Tintin ban bac vo1 cac chién hitu nén mua
nhirng mon gi. Chung thi nhau dé nghi:

“S6 co la!”

Tat ca dong y mua mon nay.

“Minh tinh todn xem nao,” La Crique no1. “Mot phong muoi thoi gia tam xu.
Moi dura phai duge mot miéng to. Néu ta mua ba phong, vi chi ba muoi thoi,
moi dua s€ dugc hon ntra thoi. Pugc day,” ro1 nd néi thém sau mot lac tinh
todn, “moi dira s€ duoc hai phan ba thoi. Tuyét vori.

Tui bay an s6 c6 la khong hay vo1 banh mi cling dugc. Ba phong tdm xu, vi
chi 1a hat muoi bon xu. SO tién bon muoi lam xu cta minh s€ con lai hai
muoi mot xu.

Minh nén mua gi v6i sO ti€n nay?”

“Banh mat ong!”

“Banh bich quy!”

“KQO!’Q

“C4 moi hop!”



“Minh chi ¢6 hai muoi mét xu!” Lebrac nhdn manh.

“Minh nén mua ca moi hdp,” Tintin dé nghi. “Ca moi ngon tuyét voi! U,
Mit Ca ngéo, han may khong biét mon nay 1a gi dau. Nghe cho 16 day nay,
bd téo, d6 13 ca ndu chin rdi, vit bo dau dong vao hop thiéc, nhung ma to noi
cho bd biét: ngon kinh khung! Rét tiéc bd me t& hiém khi mua vi dit lam.

Nhung ¢6 thé minh mua mot hop thoi, tui bay nghi sao? Cé hop duogc téi
muoi, muo1 hai, thAm chi muod1 ba con. Minh chia nhau.”

“U, moén nay dugc day!” Gibus em tan thanh. “Dau cua no ciling ngon lam,
tui bay a. Tao khoai dau c4 moi. O nha tao van hay liém sach hop ca moi.

'39

Khac han dau tron xa lat!
Ca 1 hao htirng tan thanh mua mdt hdp ¢4 moi gia mudi mot xu.

Con lai muo1 xu.

La Crique thiy nén luu y thém:

“Tét nhdt minh nén mua mon gi d& chia ma mét xu mua duoc nhiéu.”

Di nhién ching nghi ngay t61 keo, loai vién va loai que cam thao ma trong
gi0 hoc ching van lat ban viét 1én dé che chan r61 nhai nhai mat mut.

“Dugc, minh chia ra,” Lebrac quyét dinh. “Nam xu cho keo vién, nam xu
cho keo que.

Thé 1a xong. Nhung bay biét 12 chwa hét dau. Minh phai 14y cap tao véi 1e
trong ham nha nita. Ngoai ra minh s& nuéng ca khoai tdy va Camus s& cudn
thudc 14 bang cay ong 130.”

“Minh ciing can thirc udng nita,” Gibus anh noi.

“Gia c6 dugc vang nhi?”

“Hay ruou manh?”

“Hay ruou hac phac bon?”



“Hay xir6?”
“Hay xi r0 lyu?”
“Khong don gian dau!”

“Tao biét chd cit binh ruQu manh & nha tao,” Lebrac ndi. “Néu tao chiét
dugce mot chai thi minh tha ho. Nhung ma vang? Khong hy vong.”

“V6i lai minh khong c6 cbc.”

“It ra cling phai c6 thtr gi dé dung nudc chir.”

“Minh ¢6 nhiéu xoong r6i!”

“Nhung khong du to.”

“Gia ma minh c6 dugc mot thung 6 ndé nho hay mét binh tudi cii nao day!”
“Binh tudi a? O cudi hanh lang truong ¢6 mot binh tudi cli; gid ma minh
‘chom’ dugc no6. Tuy no thung day va day bui nhung dau c6 sao. Minh bit 16
bang nut chai ro1 lay cat danh cho sach. Bay thay sao?”

“Phai ddy,” Lebrac tan thanh, “d6 1a mot y kién hay. Bén gio chiéu nay tao
c6 nhiém vu quét 16p, khi bung rac di d6 tao s& dem no dé sau buc tuong &
san. Nha nhem tbi tao s& t6i lay roi giau tam trong bong cdy doan. Mai minh
s€ lau chui no.

Con chuyén mua sam, day 14 nhitng viéc phai lam: tao s& mua mot phong s6
co la, Gibus anh mua mdgt phong, Tintin mua phong thtr ba. La Crique lo tim
mua hdp ca moi, Boulot mua keo vién, Gambette mua keo que cam thao. S&
khong c6 ai nghi ngd duge gi ca. Minh s€ dem hét dén 1éu, cung véi téo,

khoai va moi1 thir minh co thé kiém duorc.

A, ti nira tao quén: duong! Tui bay phai 6 kiém duong vién dé an véi ruou
manh... néu minh ¢6 rugu. Minh s& nhung dudng vao ruou roi nhai.

Lay duong thi dé ot ma, khi ba gia quay di.”

Khong dtra nao dugc quén nhitng 16i din do chi 1y ndy. Mdi chién si duoc



trao mot nhiém vu nhét dinh va s& ¢ hét sitc hoan thanh nghiém tuc. Chiéu
thir Nam, Lebrac, Camus, Tintin, La Crique va Gibus anh - ching dén trude
- thay cac chién hiru di ting dira riéng hay thanh nhém t6i gan véi nhiing
chiéc ti phong cing mudn nit.

Nhung chinh cac dau linh cling c6 vai mon qua ngac nhién cho 1ii ban.

Mot ngon Iua sang bbe cao hon mot mét toa sang am cung trong cin 1éu va
1am ndi bat nhitng mau sic ruc rd cta cac buc tranh.

Trén chiéc ban thod so trai bao thay vi phu khin bay bién gon ging dep mat
nhiing mon ngon da mua va phia sau - 61, vui sa0!0i, thanh cong ruc rd sao!
- Ba chai déy, ba chai bi mat ma Lebrac va anh em Gibus da trom duoc mot
cach thién tai, vuon nhiing cai co thon tha.

Mot chai dung rugu manh, hai chai kia dung vang.

Trén mot cai giong nhu bé dé 1a chiéc binh tu6i da dugce lau chui sach s& dén
ndi thay rd nhitng chd mop bong 1on. Tt cai voi nho ra cua no s€ tudn ra thu
nudc trong va ngot muc tir ngudn sudi gan day. Nhimng ca khoai 1ti duéi tro
nong no ti tach.

That la mQt ngay tuy¢t voi sao!

Chiing da thoa thuan sé chia déu moi thir, chi ¢6 banh mi thi cla ai nay giir.
Thanh ra chi 1at sau canh nhitng phong s6 ¢6 la va hop ¢4 moi da cao nghéu
mot dong duong vién dugc La Crique dém can than.

Trén ban khong du chd chira hét tao, it nhat c6 ba dtra dd mang t6i hai qua.
Qua that, dam Longeverne da lam dau ra day; nhung chu tudng ctia ching
vO1 chai rugu manh an dut tat ca.

“Ai cling c6 thudc hut ca day nhé,” Camus hira hen roi vung tay hao phong
chi vao mot chong _ngay ngan cong cay ong lao, dugc chon loc can than,

khong mau, tron nhan, v4i nhiéu 15 tron nhé dep mat, bao dam hut thong.

Mot sO6 ngdi lai trong 1€u, nhitng dua kia chi vao ngd qua. Ching vao, ra,
cuo1 noi, thui nhe vao bung nhau, dam lung nhau, chiic ming nhau.

“Thé nao, dugc chir ha?”



“May thay bon minh cir qua, dung khong?”

“S& tha hd vui!”

Chung dinh ngay khi khoai chin s& bat dau. Camus va Gibus em lo vigc
nuong khoai, chung vun tro, coi than, thinh thoang lay chiéc que nho kheéu
nhitng cu ngon lanh nay ra roi lay dau ngoén tay so, bi phong, chung vy tay
lia lia, thoi phu phu vao mong tay, roi thém cui cho bép ludn ¢ lta.

Trong khi do Lebrac, Tintin, Gibus anh va La Crique, sau khi tinh toan xem
mo1 dira dugc bao nhiéu vién duong va tdo, bat tay vao viéc chia déu so6 co

la, keo vién va keo que.

Ching hoi hop chod doi khi mé hop ca moi: ca 16n hay bé? Liéu chia déu cho
tat ca duoc khong?

La Crique dung dau miii dao lat 16p ca bén trén ro1 dém: “tam, chin, muoi,
muoi mot. Muot mdot,” nd 1dp lai. “Xem nao - ba 1an muoi mot 1a ba muoi
ba, bon lan muo1 mot 1a bon muoi bon!

Ca chdn that, tui minh ¢6 bon muoi lam dtra, vay la phai c6 mot dira nhin.”

Gibus em dang ngoi Xom trugce dong Itra do ryc nghe thay tiéng kéu than
nay. Bang mot cir chi ngan gon né giai quyét kho khan:

“Thé thi tao s€ khong an ca vay!” n6 noi. “bai lai bay cho tao cai hdp vdi
dau dé tao li€m; tao thich liém dau ngang an ca. Chiu khong?”

Chiu khong u? Chiu qué chu 11!

“Tao nghi rang khoai chin ro1 day,” Camus noéi ro1 dung mot chac cay dé da
chay sém qua ntra gat than hong ra sau dé lay khoai.

“Nao, xin moi!” Lebrac oang oang ra 1€nh.
R61 n6 budc ra cira 1éu:

“Thé nao, cac tudng khong nghe g1 sao? Tao ndi vao ban an! Nhanh Ién! Ky
luat dé dau? Can tao treo co dé moi nita u?”



Thé 1a chung chen nhau vao 1éu.

“Ai ngdi chd ndy!” chu tuong ra Ienh. “Ching ta s€ chia phan Trudce hét 1a
khoai. Phai an moén gi am trudce, vira tt, vira lich sy. O cac budi dai tiéc
nguoi ta déu an nhu thé.”

Bén muoi 1am dua con trai manh khoe ngdi dung chd thanh hang 16i cho
duoc phan phat, tay cdm banh mi, chan khép lai, dau gbi gdp thanh goc
vuong nhu nhirng pho tuong A1 Cap.

Vigc phan phat tién hanh lang 1& day thanh kinh. Nhitng dta cudi cung nhén
duoc phan dn hén hé nhin nhimg cu tron mau xam voi thit mau tring nhd
nho nghi nght khoéi téa mui thom tot lanh va khoe khoan kich thich ngon
mi¢ng.

Chuing rach 16p vo, can vao day dé roi bi phong miéng, giat voi lai khién doi
lac danh roi khoai 1én dau goi, song nhanh tay chup kip. Ngon qua 1a ngon!
Chting cudi, chiing nhin nhau. Chung 1ay niém vui cta nhau va chiing huyén
thuyén noi.

Thinh thoang mot dira chay t6i chd binh tudi uong nudc. N6 ap moi nhu voi
hat vao voi thiéc, htit mot hoi day miéng, phong hai ma, nudt wc hét roi nic
1én mot tiéng trong hong hodc vira pha 1én cudi vira phun nude thanh chum
trong tiéng bong duia cta ban be.

“No6 uong! N6 khong udng! Cudce rang nd uong! Cudc rang khong!”
Bay gio dén luot ca moi.

La Crique trinh trong chia mdi con 1am bén phan, n6 cat hét sirc can than va
chinh xac dé khong phan nao bi nat va lo di phan phat cho mdi dta phan
chung dugc huéng. Puoc Tintin cam gitip hop, né than trong ding dao nang
ting phan dit trén miéng banh mi ctia mdi dira. N6 c¢6 dang diéu cua mot
o6ng linh muc ban banh thanh cho bon dao.

Khong dtra nao dung dén phan ca cua minh khi chua phan chia xong hét.
Gibus em, nhu da thoa thuan, dugc cai hop vo1 dau va vai mau da ca bap

bénh trong do.

Miéng ca chang 16n gi nhung ngon! Thé nay thi phai thuéng thic dung diéu.



Chuting hinh hinh mili nguri, s& va liém miéng c4 nam trén khac banh mi, vui
ming vi c6 dugc bau vat ndy, sung sudng vi sip dugce nhai va chanh budn
khi nghi n6 s& nhanh chong hét veo. Mot cai nuét thoi, thé 1a xong. Khong
dira nao du long da an cai d0. Mot miéng nho xiu thé kia! Thanh ra ching
phai thudng thire, thudng thirc! Chung thudng thirc bang mat, bang tay, bang
dau ludi, bang mili - nhat 12 bang miii - cho dén khi Gibus em l4y rudt banh
mi thAm, vét, hut sach “nudc x6t” ctia minh r6i gidu cot hoi chang 1& chung
dinh bién cé4 thanh thanh cét hay sao. Néu thé thi chung chi can dua nhiing
miéng ¢4 ndy cho cha xir dé 6ng bo vao chung véi miy cai xwong thoé ma
6ng van dua cho may ba gia hén, rdi bao ho: “Pat-té-con!”28].

Bay gio chung méi tir ton an, khong kém banh mi. Ching can timg miéng
nho xiu béng nhau, mut ki¢t nude, hit tung mau da vun, nua chung ngung
nhai roi day mleng ca da nat thAm dam nudc bot xuong duéi ludi lan nira,
nghién 1an chét rdi cudi cling méi ngan ngir dé lot qua ¢6 hong.

Mon nay roi ciing két thuc mot cach trang nghiém. Sau d6 Mat Ca ngao cong
nhan 1a ngon qua x4, nhung chang bo ben gi!

Keo vién chling gilt lam mon trang miéng, con keo que dé nhai trén duong
v€ nha. Thé l1a ching con mén tdo voi so ¢o la.

“Minh khéng uéng gi 4?” Boulot hoi.
“Binh tudi san ddy,” Gibus anh bong dua dép.

“Lat nira,” Lebrac noéi. “Vang vd&i ruou manh dé sau choét, khi minh hut
thuoc.”

“Nao, minh an s6 c6 la!”

btra nao cling c6 phan, dira hai miéng nho, dra mot miéng 16n. Pay 1a moén
chinh, ching an véi banh mi. Tuy nhién ¢6 vai dira sanh di¢u, han thé, an
banh mi khong trudc roi s6 ¢6 la sau.

Nhitng ham ring can va nhai, nhitng d6i mét long lanh. Bép lira, vira duoc
thém mot bo cui ddy, roi sang nhitng cip ma va lam hong nhitng d6i moi.
Chung trd chuyén rAm ran vé nhing tran danh da qua, nhitng tran danh trong
tuong lai va nhitng thanh qua sip toi. Tay chan chung bit dau cua quiy va
than thé chiing van veo.



T6i gid ubng vang an téo.

“Minh luan phién udng tir cai xoong nhd,” Camus dé nghi.
Nhung La Crique khinh thuong dap:

“Khong dugc! Mbi dira mot coc riéng!”

Loi tuyén bo d6 khién cac thuc khach simg sot.

“Coc a? May c6 coc sao? Mo1 dira mot coc rieng u? La Crique, may dién roi!
Sao duoc, nhi?”

“Tui bay dung 13 ngd,” La Crique giéu. “Phai khon ngoan méi dugc! Thé tui
bay mang tao dén cho ai?”

Khong dira ndo hiéu La Crique dinh noi gi.

“M0ot 1t thon!” n6 dap khong kiéng né. “Lay dao rdi lam theo tao nay.” Vira
noi nha phat minh a8y vira cam dao khoet vao trong 16p thit cang cing cua
qua tao do au mot 16 hong rdi can than 4y ra, bién cai qua xinh xin kia thanh
mdt cai cdec doc dao.
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“Ai cha, dung that!” Lebrac kéu 1én. “La Crique, may cir that!

ROi né ra 1énh phan phat tdo ngay 1ap tirc. Mdi dta lién lo khoét coc cho
minh, trong khi La Crique han hoan vui miéng ké:

“Khi nao khat trong liic 1am viéc ngoai dong tao khoét mot qua tao to roi vat
lién sita ctia mot ¢6 bo. Thé 1a tao co ngay mot coc sita 4m ngon lanh.”

Sau khi ca dam khoét cbc xong, Gibus anh va Lebrac md hai chai vang.
Chung di chia rugu cho cac thuc khach. Chai cua Gibus anh 16n hon chia
dugc cho hai muoi ba chién si, con chai cta cha tuéng chia dugce cho hai
muoi hai dira. May ma cac coc déu nho va viéc phan chia cong bang. It ra 13
nhu thé, vi khong dira nao phan nan ca.

Khi ai nay c6 phan hét ro1, Lebrac nang qua tdo day vang cua no, chic ngan
gon cau khau hiéu quen thudc:



“Bay gio, cac ban than mén, xin uong mung stc khde chung ta, d4 ddo bon
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Velrans!
“Muirng strc khoe may!”

“Mung stc khoe bon minh!”

“Bon minh mu6n nam!”

“Phe Longeverne mudn nam!”

Chung cung nhfmg trai tdo, chiing huo cbc, ching 16n tiéng nhuc ma quan
dich va ca nggi phe Longeverne diing cam, manh mé& va anh hung. Chung
ubng, liém va mut coc-tao dén tan 16p thit dudi day.

“Bay gid minh hat mot bai di!” Gibus em dé nghi.

“Phai day, nao, Camus! Hat bai cia may di!”
Camus lién cat tiéng hat:

Khéng gi dep bang

Nguwoi linh phdo thu trén lung lac da...
“Ngan qua! That tiéc! Bai hat qué hay!”

“Thé thi minh cung hat bai: Bén nang téc vang ciia t6i viy. Ai cling biét ca.
Nao! Mot, hai!”

Nhiing giong hat non nét gao dén v phoi bai hat cii:
Trong vuon ciia bo t6i

Nhitng cdy nguyét qué né ré hoa (hai lan)

Moi chim mudng trén thé gidi nday

Bay t6i day lam t6



Dung vay!

Bén nang toc vang cua toi

Tuyét voi sao, tuyét voi sao

Bén nang toc vang cua toi,

Ngu moi ngon sao!

Moi chim muéng trén thé giGi nay
Bay t6i ddy lam to, (hai lan)
Chim cut, chim ngoi,

Va chim da da xinh xdn.

DPung vay!

Bén nang toc vang cua toi...
Chim cut, chim ngoi

Va chim da da xinh xdn (hai lan)
Va chim bé cdu trdng,

Hot suot ngay dém,

Dung vay!

Bén nang toc vang cua toi...

Va chim bo cdu trang

Hot suot ngay dém (hai lan)

Hot cho nhitng nguoi con gai dep



Khéng cé chong,
Dung vay!
Bén nang toc vang cua toi...

Hét xong bai nay chung mudn hat ngay mot bai khac. Lan nay Tintin linh
xudng:

Cau bé danh trong twr chién trgn tro vé
Cdu twr chién tran tro ve,
Pan, plan ra-ta-plan...

Nhung ching ngung lai gitra chung, vi bay gio, sau khi ubng ruou, ching
can gi khac, hay hon.

“Camus, hat cho tui tao nghe bai Madeleine chay téi La Ma di!”

“Q! Tao chi thudc c6 hai khic ngan trong hai doan théi, chang b6 hat. Véi
lai chang dtra nao trong bon bay thudc ca. Mdi khi may anh linh ma&1 nhap
ngil thdy ngudi ta mon men t6i nghe 1a ho nglmg hat roi dudi nguoi ta di.”
“Tai bai hat that nhon!”

“Khoéng phai, tao cho rang tai toan nhimg chuyén bay ba!

Nghe noi c6 tro gi day bé bdi lam, tro gi tao cling khong rd, ngudi ta nhét
vao trong d6 Madeleine, Estitut va Patéon[ﬂ, ca mot trung doan bg binh
sung cam ludi 1€ véi mot mé linh tinh nita ma tao khong nhé no6i.”

“Mai sau, khi minh nh3p ngii thi minh cling s€ dugc hoc bai hat nay thoi
ma,” Gibus em ca quyét dé dong vién 1{i ban no6 kién nhan.

R6i chung ¢ nh¢ lai bai Débiez thudng hat mdi khi say:

Xup hanh, nuoc dung cua nén dan chu...



Cuo1 cung ¢6 may dua c6 6ng ong chap no1 di€p khuc cua bai Kinkin ga san
ban trom:

Boi vi trén thién duong, ho lo
Boi vi trén thién duong, ho lo
Boi vi trén thién duong

C6 giir ché cho ké say sua.

Nhung 16i chiing thay chan vi khéng hat chung néi. Trong léu im ang khéc
thuong.

Bay gid, dé pha tan sy im lang kia, Boulot lién dé nghi:

“Hay minh choi tro gi di?”

“Hay trinh dién a0 thuat?”

“Hay choi tro ‘chim bay ga bay’?” dtra khac hoi.

“Vé van! Do 1a trd ctia con gai. Sao khong choi nhay day ludn cho roi!”
“Thé con rugu manh dé 1am gi, lay Chtia!” Lebrac quat.

“Va thuoc la ntra?” Camus kéu 1én.



V. Chuyén thoi qua khw oai hung
Bdy gio, vao cdi thoi xa xwa tuyét voi...

Charles Callet (Truyén co)
Nghe chu tudng la, dra nao dra nay lién chup lay qua tdo cua minh. Trong

khi Camus di gitra nhirng hang ghé moi thude 14 “cay ong 130” véi dang diéu
lich thiép nhung ué oai thi Gibus anh chia phan dudng vién.

“Thé nay mai la ché chén cha!”

“Con phai n6i! Thé mai 1a tiéc tung chu!”
“Nhau ra tro!”

“Hét say!”

Lebrac, vdi vé mat sanh di€u, lac lac chai rugu manh. Bong bong sui 1én nhu
tam, tu thanh vong & c6 chai trude khi vo.

“Thir nay ngon day!” no6 tuyén bo. “No6 co6 ton gido nén mdi lam dugc trang
hat thé nay!
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Can than nhé, tao téi ddy, ngdi yén!

Va nd tir tir chia lit ruou cho bdn muoi 1am thuc khach. Viée rot nay mat gén
mudi phat, nhung khong dira ndo udng trude khi c6 hiéu 1énh. Chung tudn ra
nhitng 161 chuc tung tdo bao hon bao gio hét. Roi ching nhung vién dudng
Va0 rugu va mut timg chut, timg chat cai chat 1ong nay.

Tro1 dat o1! Ruou mdéi ndng lam sao! Bon nhoc hat hoi, ho su su, phun phi
phi, d6 mat tia tai, nhung khong dira nao chiu nhan rang ruou da lam no6 chay
co hong va rudt gan nhon nhao.

Pay 1a ruou 13y trom, nghia 13 tha ngon: tham chi la cuc ngon, la tuyét voi!
Khong dugce phép bo phi mot giot nao hét.

Du phai chét di nira thi chiung van uong dén giot cudi cung, roi ching liém
qua tao va an sach dé khong mat di chut nao cai chat long da tham vao day.



“Xong, bay gio minh hut thude!” Camus dé nghi.

Gibus em, c6 nhi€ém vy trong bep, dua chuyen thanh cti chay do. Méi dira
ngam cong ciy ong 130, nheo mat, phong ma, dau méi, nhan tran hit vao that
lyc. Vai dira con 1am cho cong cay 6ng 1do kho no chay thanh ngon. Nhing
dira khac tram trd ra strc bat chudc.

“Bay gio thi tui minh ¢6 dugc chén & am, bung no, ngdi day thoai mai hut diéu
thudc ngon. Co nén ké nhau nghe vai cdu chuyén khong nhi?”

“Dugc day! Minh cling c6 thé choi do. B€ cho vui minh c6 thé danh cudc!”

“Tui bay 0i!” La Crique ngdi xép bang nghiém trang, miéng ngam thudc, cat
ngang. “Tao s& ké cho tui bay mot ciu chuyén co that, hoan toan dung din
tao dugc nghe chua lau gi 1am. Gan nhu chuyén lich si. Tao nghe tir cu
Jean-Claude 1a nguoi di ké chuyén nay cho bd d& dau cua tao.”

“U, sao? Chuyén vé cai gi?” nhiéu dtra hoi.

“\{é 1y do vi sao tui minh cr ludn odnh nhau v61 bon Velrans. Tui bay cling
bilt 1a viéc nay khong phai chi moi hom nay hay hom qua, ma tur 1au lam
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“Xi, tir thot khai thién 12p dia, chir con gi nira!” Gambette ndi xen vao. “Bon
chung xua nay van la do cho chét ma! The day.”

“Gambette nay, di nhién chung 1a d6 choé chét, nhung khong dén noi xa xua
nhu may tuéng dau; mai sau nay co, sau nhiéu. Dau sao tr d6 dén nay cling
kha lau r61.”

“U, may biét thi ctr ké tui tao nghe! DAu sao thi s di ¢ chuyén oanh nhau
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vi bon kia 13 mét 1{i lgn ban thiu!

“Rat dung, chung 1a 1t lon luoi biéng! Hon nita bon dé tién nay con dam bao
Longeverne minh 1a d6 an cap.”

“Thé thi ca gan that!”

“Pung vay,” La Crique noi tiép. “Tao khong thé noi chinh xac cai nim xay
ra chuyén nay. Cu Jean-Claude cling khong biét luén va khong ai con nho



ca. Mudn biét rd thi phal tim trong nhiing glay to cli, trong kho luu trit, ho
bao thé - kho nay 14 cai quéi gi, tao khong biét.

b6 la thoi nguoi ta ndi vé Muriel28]. Pung thé, con Murie 13 g1 cung chang
ai that 1. Co thé d6 1a mot thir bénh quy quai gi day, hay cai gi giong nhu
hon ma bo ra tir bung tha vét chét bi boé mic cho thdi rita, réi dém dén lang
thang trén dong rudng, rimg ram hay duong lang. Nguoi ta khong trong thay
dugc Murie, nhung cam va ngiii thdy no. Thu vat réng 1én con chd tru ai oan
khi né di gan chiung. Con nguoi ta lam dau thanh gia néi rang: Tai hoa dén
noi r0i! Pung thé, khi Murie xuat hién & dau trong dém thi séng hom sau
nhirg con tht bj né cham phai lan dung ra chét trong chudng, ca ngudi cling
chét nhu rudi.

Murie hay xuat hién nhat vao mua néng.

Thé day: nguoi ta dang khoe khodn, cudi dua, an uong, thi mot hai glo sau,
khong hiéu tai sao thé nao ma ho den xam lai, tho huyét hoi rinh r6i ngoco.
Khong ctru duge. Khong ai chan n6i Murie. Tring phai né 1a di tong. Tha ho
vay nudc thanh 1én nguoi 6m, tha ho doc du thir kinh, cit viéc moi cha XU toi
cau nguyén, ctr viéc khan moi vi thanh trén Thién duong, Ptic Me Pong
trinh, Chta Cuu the va Chua Cha; chang khac dai vao céy dan violon hay
mic nudc bang r6: ngudi Om cir chét, khap noi tiéu diéu hoang ving, nguoi
nguoi kinh hoang.

Thé cho nén khi mdt con vat vura chét thi tat nhién nguoi ta voi vang vui
chon ngay, han tui bay cling nghi ra dugc.

Va chinh Murie d khién Velrans va Longeverne danh nhau.”

T6i day né nging lai mot lac, nhdm nhap phan vira ké, thich thu trudc sy
chu ¥y nd vira gay ra. No rit manh vai hoi dleu thudc gong cdy 6ng ldo, roi
khi thay 1l ban chdm ché nhin minh, no ké tiép:

“That kho biét chuyén xay ra nhu thé ndo vi khéng c6 nhiéu manh méi. Tuy
nhién ngudi ta tin réng bon lai buon stc vat nao déy, cling co thé 13 bon trom
tha vat, dd kéo nhau t6i chg phién & Morteau hay Mache rdi quay vé qua
vung dat triing. Bon nay chuyén di dém, c6 thé vi phai tron lanh, nhat 1a khi
ching an trom tha vat. Nhung thuong thi khi t&1 bai co Chasalans phia trén
kia thi mét con trong s6 bo ching dit theo réng 1én, khong chiu di tiép. N6
tra mong vao tudng, ding mot chd ma réng khong ngimg. Ching kéo, lay



gay danh, song chang an thua, né van i ra. Lat sau n6 nga vat, chong ca bon
vO, r01 chét.

Bon kia di nhién khong mang no theo dugc, voi lai mang theo lam gi chur?
Chung khong bao cho ai biét ca ma vi lic ay dang dém, xa lang xa xom -
khong ai thdy khong ai hay - nén ching lién cudn goi. Sau d6 khong ai gip
lai chting hay biét chung 12 ai va tir dau toi.

Bay phai biét rang chuyén nay xay ra vao mua he.

Luc ay bon Velrans tha bo an trén dong co cua xa ¢ Chasalans va don cui
trong cai vat rung ma tur do ctr goi la ring Velrans, chinh 1a khu rirng ma nay
bon chd chét ctr tr @6 chui ra dé tan cong bon minh day, me kiép!”

“Khong phai!” Cé tiéng ngat 1oi. “DAau sao thi d6 1a ring ctia minh, bo khi!”

“Pling thé, d6 1a ring ctia minh, roi tyi bay sé thdy rd. Nhung nghe tiép da.
Vi mua hé ndm d6 néng 1am nén xac con bo béc mui hoi ngay. Sau ba ngéy
thi tho1 khung khlep Rudi bu day, thir nhang xanh ghé tom ma ngu?cn ta goi
1a rudi murie. C6 may nguoi Longeverne di qua, ngui thdy mui nén lai gan
va tim duoc xac con vat nam rira O day

Ho hoang via, khong oong do gi hét, tirc khac chay tim cac bd ldo lang
Velrans, noi:

‘O dong c6 Chasalans ctia cac nguoi ¢6 xac mot con bo lam thoi inh khi troi
to1 tan Chanet. Cac nguoi phai mau mau chén di kéo 1 vat khac bi lay
Murie!’

‘Nhung néu chiing toi chon né thi ¢6 thé chinh ching t6i s& nhiém phai
Murie,” bon Velrans dap. ‘“May ngudi tim thay né thi may nguoi phai chon
cht. Véi lai, ai chimg minh duoc rang n6 ném trén meg dat cia ching toi
nao? Dong cO cua chung t61 cling la cua may nguoi; bang chimg 1a chinh
may nguoi cling thuong tha gia suc ¢ day ma.’

‘Phai, nhung khi chiing tinh c& téi d6 thi may ngudi gam 1én chiri ching toi
va ném da 1i vat,” may nguoi Longeverne dap (diéu nay hoan toan dung su
that!). ‘May nguoi phal gap lén, kéo 1ii vat & Velrans 1an Longeverne bi
Murie, roi dén ngudi ludn.”



‘Chinh may nguoi 1a Murie thi ¢6!” bon Velrans dap.

‘A, may nguoi khong mudn chon xac con bo! Pugc, dé ro1 xem! Noi dé may
nguoi biet: may nguoi la mot 1t vo dung, ca chon!’

‘Chinh may nguoi 1a d6 vo tich sy thi c6! May nguoi tim thay cai xac ma, thi
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ctr giit 14y, ching t6i ting may ngudi day!

“Bon cho ma!” Cé may dira cat ngang. Chung nodi gian vi ¢ day ciing lai gip
tinh dé tién quen thudc cua bon Velrans.

“U, 101 sao nira?”

“Trang vé6i sao gi,” La Crique tiép tuc. “May ngu’(‘)ri Longeverne bén vé le‘tng
Ho di tim nhtng b6 lao, cha xr va nhiing nguo1 ¢o cua - nhiing nguoi ma
nay ta goi la HO1 dong xa - thuat lai diéu mat ho thay, mili ho nguri va nhiing
gi bon Velrans da noi...

Khi biét chuyén gi di xay ra thi ddm phu nit huc 1én than khoc, rang thé 1a
hong roi, rang ho s& chét mat. Thay thé, cac bo 140 lién quyét dinh 1én duong
to61 Besanon - tao tin la Besanon, song c6 thé 13 mot thanh phé khac, tao
khong nhé rd 1am - tim gip nhitng quan to mit 16n, nhu cac quan toa va tinh
truong. Pay, vi vu nay khan cap nén cac ong to dau xét xir ngay, ho cho goi
phe Longeverne va Velrans toi Chasalans dé nghe y kién do6i bén.

Phe Velrans noi: ‘Bam cac quan, dong c6 khong phai cua ching t61, chung
to1 xin thé trude Chua va BPuc Me Pong trinh 1a thanh bao hd cua ching toi.
N6 thudc vé Longeverne, nén ho phai chon xac con vat nay.’

Phe Longeverne noi: ‘Xin thtr 161, thua cac quan, diéu nay khong ding. Ho
noi ldo. Bang chimg 1a sudt nam ho tha stic vat an trén dong co nay, roi lai

d6n cui trong rimg nita.”

Nghe thé, phe kia lién nho xudng dat thé 1an nita rang ving no khong phai
cua ho.

Cac quan to rat buc minh. Nhung vi hoi qua nén ho budc phai di dén quyét
dinh, cho nén ho tuyén x1r tai cho:

‘Chuyén xay ra nhu thé va vi dan Velrans thé rang dong co6 khong thudc vé



ho nén dan Longeverne s&€ chon xac con vat...” Bon Velrans cuoi dic chi, vi
tui bay nén biét qua that xac con bo hoi khung khlep nén cac quan to chi dam
dung xa xa... Nhung cic quan toa tuyén xur tiép: ‘Vi dan Longeverne chon
xac con vat nén dong co va canh rimg tir nay dat khoat thude so hitu cta ho,
vi dan Velrans d tir chdi.’

Di nhién phe Velrans cay cu lam, khong cuoi ndi nira. Nhung ho da nho
xuong dat thé, nén ho khong rut lai dugc di€u da noi trude cha xir va cac
quan 16n.

Phe Longeverne lién rat thim xem ai phai chén con bo va nguoi ay sé duoc
huéng gap doi sb cui trong bén 1an d6n cui lién tiép cua lang. Nhung ngay
sau khi chon con vat xong, bon Velrans khong con s¢ Murie nita, chung lai
1éu 140 tuyén bd canh rimg van 1a ctia chung, khéng cho ngudi Longeverne
dén day dan cui.

Chuing, cai bon chay luoi khong du can dam don thir nho ban kia, d3 d6i xur
vO1 nguoi lang ta nhu phuong trom cap va lira dao!

ROi chang dam don kién lang Longeverne, mot vu kién keo that 1au, lau lam,
khién chung hao tién tén cua. Nhung chung bi thua ¢ Baume, thua ¢
Besanon, thua ¢ Dijon va thua ¢ Paris: ¢6 vé nhu phai mat hon mot trim
nam vu nay moi nga ngil.

P4y, nén chung vo cung cay ct khi nguoi Longeverne toi d6n cui ngay trude
mii chung. Lan nao chiing cung chut ho la dd an cap cui. Nhung nguoi lang
ta c6 nam dam khoe, dau chiu dé ching chui tdi lan tht hai. Ho nhao t6i tan
toi boi hoa 14 1én lung chiing. Tan that luc!

Tai céc cho phién ¢ Vercel, Baume, Sancey, Belleherbe va Mache ciing déu
thé: vira ¢6 chit ruou vao 13 lai ngoac mdm chui, roi thi ram! di! Phe ta
danh, danh cho dén khi chung chay méau nhu bo dai. Khong, ching chang
phai loai heén dau, danh dam cling ra tro 1am! Subt hai traim nam, tham chi ¢
thé ba trim nam khong trai lang Longeverne ndo iy con gai Velrans ca va
chua ting c6 gi Velrans nao t&i dy 18 hoi ctia Longeverne.

Nhung vao Chu nhat 1é l}éi ho dao thi ho van thuong gap nhau. Trai trang
Longeverne va Velrans déu kéo té1 do.

Trude tién ho di mdt vong tham thinh, ré1 vao quan uong cho c6 ‘hung’. Khi



thdy ho da say moi nguoi lién lanh di chd khac. Lan nao ciing thé.

ROi phe Longeverne vao quan c6 bon Velrans ngdi udbng, coi 4o khoac 1an 4o
vest va thé 1a bat dau.

Ban ghé, ly tach, chai lo ndy tung tung, bay vu vu, kéu ram ram. Ho d4nh
nhau loan xa, ddm da lung tung, nén nhau bang ghé dau va chai lit. Lat sau
moi thir tan tanh, nén lan trén san roi tit ngdm. Nhung tdi thi t6i, ho van
choang nhau tiép. Ho 13n 16n trén manh chai, manh ly, mau chay nhu ruou
vang, r0i khi khéng con nhin thiy gi nira, hoan toan khong thdy gi nita, chi
con hai hay ba nguoi kho khe rén ri that to1 nghiép thi tat ca nhiing ai con 18
1ét duogc lién tron biét.

Lan ndo ciling c6 hai ba nguoi chét, c6 ngudi 10i mat, nhig nguoi khac
khong gay tay gdy chan thi cling giap miii hay st tai. Di nhién khong bao
gi0 nguoi ta 10 ra ai 1a ké di da thuong ngudi khac dén chét, song c6 mot
diéu chéc chan 1a trong subt mot trim nam hay hon, 1& hoi ho dao nao ciing
déu co it nhat mot nguoi chét.

Néu khong c6 ai chét thi nguoi lang minh bao rang: ‘Thé thi chuwa thdt la 16
hoil’

Piy, thé méi 1a trai tréng chtr va moi ngudi déu di du, moi nguoi déu danh,
tré cling nhu gia. D6 mai la thoi huy hoang. Sau nay chi con nhiing tan binh
danh nhau khi Hoi dong tuyén quin dén rat thim, con ngdy nay... cha, ngdy
nay chi con c6 ching minh bao vé danh dy Longeverne. Nghi ma bué)n!”

Trong lan khoi xanh cua thudc gong cay ong lao nhlmg d6i mat ruc lira nhu
dbng cui dang chay trong bép. Ngudi ké chuyén ndi tiép, giong khich dong:

“Nhung chua hét dau!

Chuyén hay nhat va ngd nghinh nhat 13 chuyén hanh huong dén Thanh nir
dong trinh ¢ Ranguelle co. Ranguelle... bay biét chir, d6 1a ngdi nha nguyén
gan Baume, sau canh rimg Vaudrivillers day.

Tui bay con nhd khong, do 1a noi nam ngodi bon minh voi cha xir va ba
Pauline gia da dén a ay ma. Mua do nhiéu bo dira 1am, bon minh ctr rung cay
khap rimng roi nhit dé 1én 4o cta ldo 4o ching thim va mil trim dau cua ba
gid. Ao va mil hai nguodi nay 14m tdm day nhiing con bo cir givong canh



chuc bay, thinh thoang lai ¢ may con phong cai vii. Ngd nghinh hét sirc!

Phai, tui bay a, mot ngay nam xua khi lai dén lic phai cat co dem vé nha,
dan lang Longeverne - dan 6ng, dan ba, tr¢ con - beén cung voi cha xir hanh
huong t61 Nha thd Dic Ba ¢ Ranguelle, cau xin Thanh nit Pong trinh ban
cho nhiéu nang dé dé thu hoach co.

Chang may ciling ngdy hom ay cha xt Velrans quyét dinh dat diu 1d ciru coa
ong ta... phai nguoi ta noi vay khong nhi?”

“Khong, It con cheolﬁ,” Camus sua lai.

“U, thi il con cheo, nhw may mudn,” La Crique dap, “cling t6i hanh huong
Thanh nir Pong trinh ¢ 4o, vi vung nay khong co nhiéu noi thd Thanh nix
Dong trinh! Ho mang theo du db 18 cho thanh 1& va bao thir linh kinh khac dé
cau mua vi bap cai cta ho khong tro...

Ho 1én duong ngay tur sang sé{m,‘dﬁn dau 1 cha x& mic 4o 1&, tay cAm chén
thanh cung vo1 nhing phu 1€ cam binh nudc thanh, khay banh thanh va
nguoi canh gitr nha tho mang nhimng quyén thanh ca, theo sau 13 dam con
trai, roi dén dan ong va cudi cung 1a con gai v6i dan ba.

Khi phe Longeverne di qua canh rimg thi ho trong thay gi?

Thay cai dam khon kiép Velrans kia rong lén cau mua!

Tui bay héq co t,hé hinh dung dugc phe ta phan khdi nhuong nao khi ho dén
day chi vi can nang!

Ttc thi ho lién 16n tiéng khan that to, ho phai réng 1én dé cau xin nang tét,
trong khi phe kia nhu 1{i bé gao 1én cau mua.

Phe Longeverne ta mudn dén dé trudc nén sai budc. Thay thé, phe Velrans
lién chuyén tir di sang chay.

Nha nguyén khong con xa may, khoang hai trim budc dai thoi, thanh ra phe
ta cling chay luon. Roi hai bén nhin nhau khinh bi. R6i chiri nhau 1a d6 luoi

biéng, do an cap, do dé tién, do bat luong va cang luc lai cang sat gan nhau.

Khi chi con cadch nhau chung muoi buéc dam dan ong lién gio ndm dam lén



doa nhau, nhin nhau gian dr nhu 1 me¢o duc 1én con. R61 dén lugt cac ba.
Ho churi nhau 1a d6 tham an tuc uéng, do6 cau bo cau bat, d6 bo cai, do di rac.
Hai 6ng cha x1r, tui bay a, cling nhin nhau day ac cam.

RO6i moi ngudi lién chit cdy lam gy, nhit ¢4 ném nhau tir xa. Nhung cang
khich dong ho la, thi con dién gian cang xam chiém ho, thé 1a ho x0ng vao
nhau, loan da, v& gi dap ndy. Bop, mot cu bang giy! Bop, mot ¢l bang sach
kinh! Cac ba the the, tré con gao, dan 6ng chui rua tuc tan nhu bon budn dd
cii: ‘A, chung may mudn mua a, hd bon chod chét! Ong s& cho ching may
biét tay!” Va 101 nghe ‘bop chd nay, ‘ai’ chd kia! Pan ong bod ca 4o khoac,
dan ba vay xdc xa xd¢ xéch, 40 canh ta toi. Nhung nhon nhat 13 hai 6 ong cha
xu, ho cung khong ‘ngui” dugc nhau, nhu tao da noi voi tui bay. Moi dau ho
con churi nhau, dem sam sét cua quy dir ra doa nhau, r01 cling x6ng vao nhau
vat 1on. Ho céi bo 4o 18, xb¢ cao 40 chung tham va roi khong khac dam trai
trang: ho gam 1én chti nhau chang khac linh phao tha, ném d4 vao nhau, da
nhau, giat toc nhau, roi khi khong con v& dugc gi khac thi ldy chén thanh va
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thanh gid phang vao mom nhau!
“Chua o1, han phai vui lam!” Lebrac cam khai nghi. R61 n6 héi:

“Thé Ptrc Ba xtr ai thing? Bon Velrans hay phe Longeverne? Dirc Ba cho
nang hay mua?”

“DPuc Ba cho ca hai phe mot vo,” La Crique u€ oai dap. “Ca hai lang déu bi
mua da.”



V. Nji bé bit hoa

Mot sw lang nhuc nhwong nay thi ngudi ta chi cé thé riea bang mau.
Corneille (Le Cid, hoi I, man V)

Luc ay 1a sang thir Sau, trude gid hoc, trong san trudng.

“HOm qua vui qua chung!”

“May biét thang Gibus em d3 mira day tudng nha Menelot trén duong tir d6
vé chtr nhi?”

“Thi thang Mat Ca ngao cling vay! Bao nhiéu khoai v&1 banh mi né tong ra
hét, con v€ phan ca moi v so ¢6 la thi khong r6.”

“Tai thudc 14 day!”
“C6 thé do ruou manh!”

“Dau sao ciing van ct that tuyét voi. Can phai co gang dé thang sau lai dugc
dl luye¢
nhu vay!”

Ciing thé, trong goc cudi san khuat sau nha kho cta lgé Gugu, Lebrac, Gibus
anh, Tintin va Boulot khong ngét chiic mung nhau, tam tac tan duong nhiing
gi chung da trai qua chi€éu hom thir Nam.

Ma dang 1a tuy¢t voi that! Trén du’O’ng vé ¢o dén ba phén tu 1a say va hon
nira t4 khé chiu trong nguoi dén ndi phal ngung lai, ngdi bua dau do - trén
mot birc tudng, mot tang da hay ngdi bét xudng dat - vuon cd, ludi nhom
nhdp, bao tr nhon nhao.

Chung con dang néi vé nhitng niém vui trong sang va vinh cuu nay, diéu ma
ching s€ ghi nho lau dai trong tam kham trong trang va nhay cam cua chung
thi chot c6 tleng kéu la gian dir kém tiéng tat tai bom bop va tiéng chiri loan
xi khién ca 1t déu chu .

Chung v§1 vang chay td1 goc san co tieéng on ao kia.

Camus dang tay trai tim toc thang Bacaillé, tay phai khong nging tat 14y tat



dé dong thoi hét vao tai thang kia rang né 1a quan xao tra ban thiu, d6 dé tién
khon nan va nd, Camus, sé cho thang ché chét ban thiu nay biét tay, sé day
cho n6 mot bai hoc.

Day thiang Bacaillé bai hoc gi méi duoc chir? Khong thang dau linh nao biét.

Nghe tleng bat tai va tiéng chiri ria cua hai dira hiéu chién, b Simon héi ha
chay t6i, ¢6 strc kéo ching khoi nhau rdi bat ching dung trudc mat 6ng, mot
dira ¢ dau tay phai, dua kia 0 dau tay trai. Pé dap tit moi ¥ dinh phan ddi,
ong 16n tiéng mang ca hai dura, bat phai ¢ lai 16p. Sau khi thay uy lyc cua
minh tam thot dem lai yén on, ong doi dugc biét Iy do d3 1am no ra vu danh
16n gay gat va thinh linh nhu thé.

“Camus phai ngoi lai 16p u!” Lebrac tham nghi. “Thé thi hong. Chiéu nay
quan ta rat can c6 no. Bon Velrans s€ t1, ma quan ta nao dong gi cho cam.”

“Vé phén tao,” Tintin goi lai, “tao van ludn nghi rang thang thot khon kiép
nay thé ndo ciing c6 ngdy choi déu thang Camus ma. Chang qua tai n6 ghen,
vi con Tavie khong wa cai mat no.

Ttr 1au roi nd tim cach choc tirc thang Camus va lam cho thang nay bi phat.
Tao di thay trude, La Crique cling vdy. Pau can phai 1a thdy boi moi biét
duoc.”

“Nhung sao hai dtra lai dung do nhau nhu thé duoc?”

Mot dira nho kin dao giai thich cho Lebrac va bg sau trung thanh cua no..
Hét thay bon chiing déu tin chic ngay tir dau rang trong vu nay Camus dung,
hon ntra vién pho tudng nay noi chung dugce ca bon yeu mén, chiéu nay
chung lai rat can nd. Cho nén ching bt phat nghi dén viéc cung nhau xin
tha cho nd va lam chimg rang Bacaillé sai trai, con dich thu cta nd thi ngay
tho ngoan ngoan nhu ctru non maoi de.

B6 Simon, do long y€u cdng binh, trude 101 ching thong nhat va su biéu
duong ram 1o cua chung, s€ budc long phai tha Camus va trung phat thang
thot, néu bo khong muon 1t hoc tro mat hét tin tuong vao minh va dap tat tur
trong trimg nudc niém tin ciia chung vao 18 phai.

Ly do cua vu nay don gian lam.



Trudc mat moi nguol Camus ké hét su viéc, tuy da than trong bé qua mdt )
chi tiét c6 thé quan trong xay ra trudc do.

N6 cung voi thang Bacaillé dimg trong nha vé sinh, thang kia di c6 tinh te
1én n6 mot cach xao tra. Bi si nhuc, di nhién n6 khong thé bo qua, né6 maoi
tam toc thang khon nan, bop tai may cai va chiri vao mit vai cau cay doc.
Nhung that ra su vu c6 hoi rac r6i hon. Bacaillé va Camus cung vao nha v¢
sinh dé giai quyét nhu cﬁu cung hudng voi rong vé cai 16 thoat. Thé 1a mot
cugc thi tai ty nhién ngau himg nay sinh tir hanh dong quen thudc kia...
Bacaillé bao rang n6 gidi hon, hién nhién né mudn choc gian.

“Tao te xa hon may!” no6 noi.

“Con lau!” Camus tra 101, thuc tam tin vao kinh nghiém cua minbh. Thé 13 hai
dtra lién ding kiéng chan, bung phinh ra nhu cai thung, c6 vuot 1an nhau.

Vi céch thi nay khong chiing t6 dugce that ro rang ai hon ai kém nén Bacaillé,
do muon gay chuyén, méi ndy ra mot v khac.

“Ciia tao to hon cia may,” n6 khang dinh.

“Dung tudng bo!” Camus dap. “Cua tao to hon!”

“May xao! Do xem!”

Camus chiu ngay. Réi trong luc do thi Bacaillé, van con giir lai mot it nudce
chir chua cho ra hét, da dé tién va tham hiém te¢ 1én tay va quan Camus,
thang nay khong kip phan trng.

Mot cai tat trung dich la cau tra 161 cho tro mé man ban thiu cua sy thu dich
nay. Ti€p theo d6 1a man au da, tim toc, ro1 mii, day ctra va vu 1o0n xon trong
san truong.

“Po dé tién ban thiu! Quan tdm lom! Do dé hén,” Camus gian dit thd dbc.

“Po giét nguoi!” Bacaillé dap.

“Néu hai dira bay khong im moém ngay thi s& phai chép tam trang lich st va
hoc thudc long. Ngoai ra con phai ¢ lai 16p muoi [dam ngay.”



“Thua thay, anh 4y gy su trudc a! Con khong lam gi ca, con khong hé noi
gi voi thang...”

“Khéng, khong dang, thua thay! Anh iy bao con 14 d6 noi lio!”

Su viée cang luc cang trd nén gai goc va té nhi.

“Anh éy da dai 1én con!” Camus lai néi. “Con dau thé nao chju duoc!”
Pay chinh 14 luc dé chung can thiép.

Mot tiéng “O” dong thanh day kinh tom va phan nd chimg to vo1 chuyén gia
leo cay vui tinh kiém pho tudng rang toan quéan dung v€ phia no va két an
thang ca nhac nham hiém, han hoc va dién cudng di tim cach 1am cho d6i
thu bi phat.

Camus hiéu ngay ¥ tir cla tleng “6” nay nén pho thac moi chuyén noi long
cong binh cao ca cua thay gido von da bi anh huong trude su biéu duong tur
phat ciia cac chién hitu.

“Thua thay,” n6 noi, “con khong dinh noi gi hét ca; nhung xin thay ct hoi
nhirng ban kia xem c6 ding la anh nay da gay su trudce, con con khong lam
gi anh 2y ma cling khong hé chui!”

Tintin, La Crique, Lebrac va anh em Gibus lan luot x4c nhan 101 Camus,
chuing tiéc da khong tim dugc du tir manh mé€ va thong nhat dé 1én an thai do
xau xa thiéu tinh bang hitu cua Bacaillé¢.

Thang nay, dé tu vé, déa bac bo nhiing diéu cao bugc, vién 1€ bon kia khong
c6 mat khi xay ra gay g6, n6 con nhan manh rang lac d6 chung & xa, tan goc
san sau mot cach hét sirc dang nghi.

“Thé thi thua thay, thay ‘hay hoi may ban nho vay,” Camus tao bao noi xen
vao. “Thay ctr hoi, co thé luc Ay cac ban ndy & gan day!”

Nhiing dtra nho, khi dugc hoi timg dira mot, déu tra 16i nhu nhau: “Pung
nhu anh Camus da no6i. Con anh Bacaillé n6i d61.”

“Khéng dung, khong ding!” ké bi cao budc cii. “Khong dung! Tui bay d6i
"’

XU v&i tao the nay thi tao s€ khai hét cho ma xem!



Lebrac bén quyét tam ra tay trudc.

N6 bude to1 dung hién ngang trudc mat Bacaille - ngay trudc chom réu cua
bd Simon dang to mo voi nhing diéu bi 4n nho nho nay - né nhin Bacaillé
chong choc bang doi mit soi, quat thang vao mit thang nay day thach thuc:

“Ctr no1 di€u gi may can noi di, do doi tra, do dé tién, do dang phi nho! Noi
di, néu may khong hen!”

“Lebrac,” thay gido ngé:t 101, “néu may khong gitt mém gitr miéng thi tao
cling s€ phat may luon day.”

“Nhung thua thay,” chi tudng dap, “thay cling thiy né 1a thing néi lao. No
ctr viéc ndi xem ching con di bao gio lam gi nd chua! Thé ma cai thang ban
thiu ndy van con ngdm nghi xem c6 thé tim ra dugc nhiing diéu dbi tra nao
nita. Néu n6 khong lam bay thi ciing nghi bay.”

Qua that Bacaillé sting so trudc doi mat, dang di€u, giong noi1 va tu thé cua
chu tudng nén cur boi ro1 ding im thin thit.

Chi thoang nghi 13 né thay ngay rang nhiing diéu noé thi nhan va khai bao
cho du dugc bd Simon tin di nira thi rd rang cling chi khién n6 bi phat nang
hon tho1. Ma, tom lai, n6 dau c6 muon.

Thanh ra no thay t6t hon ca la nén doi thai do.

N6 dua hai tay 1én 6m mat roi khoc sut sit, thon thirc, nirc no. Bang nhirng
cdu nhat ging nd than rang bon kia choc gheo no, vi nod 6m yéu tan tat,
chung ludn gy su v4i nd, chiri nd, bau véo no, 1an ép né mdi lan ra vao.

“Troi dat oi! C6 tin noi khéng chir!” Lebrac het lén. “Thé sao may khéng
bao chung tao 1a bon moi rg, bon glet nguoi luén mot thé! May ctr thua véi
thay xem tui tao da noi nhitng diéu xau xa véi may & dau va khi nao. Bi bao
gi0 tui tao khong cho may choi chung chua?”

“Théi du roi!” Bé Simon néi, ong da sang t6 it nhiéu nhung khong ¢ thi gid
hoi thém. “Thay s€ xem phai xir thé nao. Trong khi chd doi thi Bacaillé phai

¢ lai 16p, con Camus thi tuy xem bira nay hoc hanh ra sao.

Véi lai chudng danh tam gid roi. Xép hang nhanh nhanh va im ling!”



ROi 0ng v tay may lan dé nhan manh 1énh ctia minh.
“May thuoc bai khong?”” Tintin hoi Camus.

“Thudc, nhung khong k¥ lam. Nhung dau sao ciing nhd bao La Crique nhic
tao néu duoc, nhé?”

“Thua thay,” Bacaillé the thé. “Anh em Gibus va La Crique ving tuc véi
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con!
“Sao? C6 chuyén gi?”
“Cac anh éy bao con 1a dd bod Tay Ban Nha, do dé tién, d6 con b...”

“Khong ding, thua thay, khong ding, nd noi lao! Ching con c6 thém nhin
cai d6 déi tra ay dau!”

Song anh mat cua ching lai n6i 1€n rat nhicu.

“Thoi du roi,” thay gido sang giong. “Pura ndo mé miéng dau tién nodi thém
mot tiéng nita vé chuyén nay s& phai chép hai lan danh sach tén céc tinh, tinh
ly va quan cua nudc Phap.”

Bacaille - ciing bi de doa hinh phat nay, ngoai chuyén phai ¢ lai 16p - tam
tho1 quyé€t dinh ngdm mi¢ng; nhung noé thé hé c6 co hoi 1a bao thu chir khong
bo 10.

Tintin nhan véi La Crique rang Camus nhd né nhic, tuy diéu nhin nay thira
vi v6 tu ma néi thi La Crique c6 danh hiéu ké nhac bai caa ca 16p roi, nhu ta
d3 thay. Camus c6 thé tin cdy vao né hon bao gid hét.

Hom nay phé tudng kiém chuyén gia leo cdy 1am tinh that ctr, khac han moi
khi.

N6 hoc bai qua loa va tra 101 tam tam, dudi sy ho trg déc luc cua La Crique;
guong mat day bi€u dat ciia thang nay da tram nhiing cho trong trong tri nhé

cua Camus.

Nhung ruai thay Bacaillé da canh chung.
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“Thua thdy, anh La Crique di nhic bai a!
“Tao a?” La Crique phan nd. “Tao c6 néi gi dau nao!”

“Tao ciing khong nghe thay gi hét,” b Simon noi. “Ma tao c6 diéc dau.”
“Thua thay, anh 4y nhac bang cach ding ngén tay a,” Bacaillé giai thich.

“Dung ngon tay a?” bod Simon sung s6t nhic lai, réi ong nghiém khac dung
kiéu nha gido. “Bacaillé, may bat dau 1am tao buc minh roi ddy nhé. May
bira bai két t6i cac ban may, du khong co ai hoi. Tao khong wa nhitng dta
méch 1€o. Chi khi nao tao hdi ai da 1am 161 thi ké pham 16i méi phai tra 1o va
tu thu thoi.”

“Hoac khong,” Lebrac khé bo tuc.

“Bacaill¢, néu tao con nghe may ndi nira thi may s€ phai ¢ lai 16p tam ngay.
Tao canh cao 1an cudi day.”

“Po can can, do chi diém, d6 mach 1éo ban thiu,” Gibus em vura khé€ lam
bam vura dua hai ngédn tay lam sung. “D0 phan boi! Do Judast®! B bat
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luong! Db dé tién!

Bacaillé, 16 14 dang 1am vao thé ket, ling 1& nuét han, gian doi ti ma 1én hai
ban tay.

Thay vo1 tro cir d€ mac no, ti€p tuc bai hoc, trong khi n6 nan 6¢ xem nén lam
gi dé tra thu It ban, ma hau qua chac chan la n6 s€ bi tay chay, loai ra khoi
nhirng tro choi cua chung.

N6 suy ngam, hinh dung nhiing cach bao thu dién ro: tat nhimg chau day
nudc vao mit, vay muc 1én quan 4o, gai ghim trén chd ngdi, xé sach, boi lem
v cua ching. Nhung sau khi nghi k¥ n6 lai bo nhiing cach do di, vi viéc nay
phai than trong ldm méi duoc. Lebrac, Camus va nhitng dtra khac dau phai
bon dé dang bo qua ma khong tra diia that luc.

Bacaillé quyét dinh cho.






VI. Danh dw va cdi quan cut cua Tintin
Vi Chua va nuong tu!
(Phuwong cham ciuia cac hiép si thoi xwa)

Chiéu hom ay chung danh nhau ¢ Saute. Cai kho tang day @ ctic 16n nho moi
kiéu, du loai khuy moc, day va ghim, ké ca mot doi day deo quan tuyét hao
(ctia thiang Aztec, chir con cua ai nira!) di cang cd niém tin, kich thich nghi
luc va thém strc manh cho chung.

C6 thé noi 1a ngay cua nhing sang kién c4 nhan va cac tran xap 14 ca, chic
chan nguy hiém hon nhiéu cac tran loan da.

Hai phe, gan nhu manh tuong duong, da mo dau tran danh bang man ném da
ti tap sang tran dia d6i phuong. Roi khi hét dan, chung tién 1én timg budc,
tung budc cho dén khi cham tran nhau, tim dugc nhau.

Camus vat nhau (n6 goi la ddt nhao) véi théng Méo, Lebrac lo “xtr tri” théng
Aztec, dam con lai quén nhau v&i bon kém thd hon. Tintin duong dau véi
Tatt1, mot théng to 16n dénh dang, “dan nhu ba muoi sau con lon cudi vo 1an
thr hai”, nhung hai canh tay dai ngoang nhu rdu bach tudc cta né da khién
Tintin t€ li€t va nghet tho.

Tintin thui lay thui dé vao bung no, nhiéu lan choi don ngang chan den voi
(con nho thdi!) cing phai ngé, huc dau vao cam no, dap giay b 1én mat ca
chan né, nhung thang kia kién nhan nhu mot con thu hién lanh, tom ngang
that lung Tintin, bop nhu bop khic doi, be, lac cho dén luc ca hai dira nga cai
ram! Tatti nam trén, Tintin ndm dudi, giita nhimg cip khac rai rac trén khap
tran dia.

Nhitng dira chién thang nam trén gam gir de doa, con nhiing dua thua, nhu
Tintin, vi 10ng ty ton nén im ling, chi Am tham quiy dap dir doi vao bat chr
dau, bat cir khi nao c6 thé dé gianh lai uu thé.

Lo6i ¢6 mot tay tu binh vé doanh trai phe nay hay phe kia c¢6 vé nhu rat kho,
néu khong mudn noéi 1a khong thé.

Nhitng dtra du:ng thi ¢ddm nhau nhu cac vo si quyen Anh, n¢ phai, do trai,
dira ndo “do van” thi coi nhu di xong, con lai thi déu phai vat va tim cach



thoat.

Tintin va Tatti thudc dam danh nhau kich liét nhéat. Chung quén chat nhau
trén dat, cin, dim, lan qua, trd lai, ty nd lyc ma khi thi dira nay nam trén,
lac lai bi d¢ xudng dudi. Nhung c¢6 mdt diéu ca Tintin 13n nhiing dira
Longeverne khac 1an bon Velrans dang ti bui déu khong nhén ra 13 thang
dan Tatti c6 18 khong that ngu nhu ai ndy van tudng. N6 tinh toan sao dé no
hozc Tintin ¢t toan 1in vé phia bia rimg, tach dan khoi nhimng cap dang danh
nhau khac trén tran dia.

Chuyén phai dén da dén. Chi mot 1at sau cip Tatti-Tintin chi con cach doanh
trai cua bon Velrans c6 nam, sau budc ma phe Longeverne dang say men
chién dau khong hé hay biét.

Hoi chudng dau tién vang 1én bao hi¢u gid doc kinh, khong rd ctia xr dao
nao, khién cac cap loan da roi nhau tuc thi. V& ti bia rung, bon Velrans chi
con viée tom gon Tintin dang nam ngira, ving vay chan tay va bi thiang ddi
thtl dai nhu dia ghi chat xudng dat.

Bon Longeverne khong trong thay gi het Nhung khi chung tu tap & Bui Cay
Lon, dua mat kiém hang ngii thi do mudn du khong ching ciing phai nhan ra
1a ving mat Tintin.

Chung gia tiéng ga go 1a mat hidu nhém hop. Khong cé tiéng tra 10i.

Chiing goi roi gao tén Tintin. By gid méi nghe tiéng cudi tréu choc vang toi
bén tai.

Tintin bj bat réi.

“Gambette,” Lebrac ra 1énh, “may chay that nhanh vé lang, bao Marie phai
to1 day ngay, anh no bi bat. Con may, Boulot, chay vé léu, mo kho tang
chuan bi sdn moi thar dé Marie va viu cho thu kho. Pé san clic va xo chi vai
cay kim! Minh khong duoc dé mat thi gio. Bon khén kiép nay! Chiing no6 da
lam cach nao nhi? Co dira nao trong thay gi khong? That khong tin noi!”

Khong dua nao tra 161 dugc cau hoi cua chu tudng, vi ly 1€ moi ngudi déu
biet: chang dra nao trong thay gi hét.

“Minh phai chd dén khi bon kia tha né ra thoi.”



Nhung Tintin, bi tré1 va nhét gié vao miéng sau birc man cay cua bia rung,
con lau maéi quay lai.

Cudi cung, trong tiéng ho het, cudi nhao va tiéng d4 bay vu v, ching thay
n6 xuat hién, tham hai, 40 quan kep dudi nach, y nhu Lebrac va thang Aztec
sau khi bi tru:ng phat, nghia la v&i cai mong tran trui, hay gan nhu tran trui,
vi cal 40 so mi qua ngan khong du che ddy cai chd ma binh thudng ta mudn
tranh cap mat ctia ngudi khac.

“Cot kia!” Camus n61 khong ngam nghi. “No cling chong mong vé phia bon
kia kia! Hét say!”

“Nhung sao chung lai dé no lam ghé ma khong bat né lai nhi?” La Crique
ban khoan hoi, vi cam thay c6 gi day khong 6n. “Co gi mo am déy! Tui minh
ching da tirng day cho bon ching phai phan tng thé nao u!”

Lebrac nghién rang, nhan miii, lac lac mai tdc, dau hi¢u ctua boi ro1 lan gian
dar.

“DPung,” n6 dap 101 La Crique, “c6 gi mo am day.”

Tintin tién t61 gan; nd nac cut, nuot nudc bot, miii udt dam vi no luc hét strc
dé nuéc mat khoi roi. RO rang khong phai tu thé cua mot thang nhoc vura
moi1 choi dich thu mot vo nang.

No cd budc nhanh nhat c6 thé trong d6i giay da bi 16t mat diy. Ching lo
lang xiim quanh no.

“Tui nd c6 lam gi may khong? Thang nao tom may vay? Néi di, bo khi, dé
tui tao con béo thu cht! Chic lai théng Mait Banh duc ia dun dang tom cht
gi! N6 vira hén vira nham hiém!”

“Quan cua tao! Quan cia tao! Ho! ho! Quan cua tao!”
nhu bong bong hét hoi, trong con khéc 16¢ ntrc nd.

Tintin rén ri, ro1 Xiu
“Hu, sao co? Tui tao s€ khau lai quan cho may! D¢ thoi ma! Gambette da

chay vé goi em gai may, con thang Boulot lo chuan bi kim chi r61.”
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“Ho!... o! Quan cua tao! Quan cua tao!



“Pua quan cua may cho tui tao xem nao!”
“Ho! Tao dau con nira. Tui no 1ot mat cua tao roi, bon an cap!”
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“Dling thé. Théng Aztec bao: ‘A, lan truéc may ldy quan cua tao, phai
khong? Puoc, thing quy con, bay gio la luc may phai tra ng thoi. Poi thoi
ma. May lay cia tao, may va lii ban mac dich ciia may. Tao tich thu cai nay.
Tui tao dung lam co.’

R61 tui nd 16t quan tao, sau do cat hét cuc, ro1 1l cho chét da dit tao. Lam sao
tao vé nha bay gio?”

“Ca chon! Chuyén nay buc minh chét duogc!” Lebrac kéu 1én.

“O nha may khong con quan nao khac nira sao?” Camus hoi. “Dé tui tao cho
dwra nao chay theo Gambette, bao n6 nhan Marie mang quan t&i cho may.”

“Con, nhung bd me tao sé& thay ngay khong phai cai quan tao mic sang nay.
N6 sach bong a. Me tao bao néu chiéu nay dinh ban thi chét don. Tao biét
phai ndi sao vo1 me tao day?”

Camus lam mot cur chi nude d61 ngao ngan trudce tran don cia cac 6ng bo va
161 than van dai dang cua cac ba me.

“Con danh du nita chir! Me kiép!” Lebrac noi cau. “Chang 18 bay muon rang
nguoi ta ndi phe Longeverne minh chiu dé ching nod cudp mat quan cua
Tintin, nghia la khong hon gi thang Aztec chd chét u? Bay muén vay u?
Khong, b khi, khong doi nao! Néu minh chiu nhu thé thi minh chi dang nhu
bon v gido duc 1am phu 18 hay xép cui sau 10 thoi.”

Nhitng dira kia ¢3m ddm nhin Lebrac ra ¥ hoi. N6 néi tiép:

“Minh phai lay lai quan cua thang Tintin, bang moi gia, du d6 chi 1a van dé
danh du thoi. Néu khong tao khong lam chu tudng nira va s€ khong bao gio
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danh nhau ntra!

“Nhung bang cach nao?”



Tintin, hai chan tran trui, ding gitta ddm ban cta nd, vtra run 1ap cap vua
khoc.

“Nghe nay,” Lebrac dap. N6 di tap trung y nghi va vach ra mot ké sach.
“Bay gio Tintin di vé 1éu v6i Boulot, chd Marie. Trong khi d6 minh dem
theo gy gdc guom gido, chay hét sitc qua nhitng canh dong ven rimg phia
duo1i, cho tui n6 trong duong hao.”

“Thé con gio doc kinh?”” dira nao do hoi.

“K¢ me gio doc kinh!” chu tudng dép lai. “Nhat dinh bon Velrans s& di vé
1éu cua ching, vi chung c6 mdt cai 1éu, chéic chin ching ¢c6 mot cai. Trong
lac d6 minh c6 du thi gio chay téi day, minh nip gitta nhiing chéi non doc
con duong hao thoai thoai.

Con chung né bay gid khong co gdy goc gi ntra, vi chung dau co ngo. R6i
theo hi¢u 1énh cua tao minh nhat té lao vao chung, cudp lai cai quan. Tui bay
phai tan chung that luc, nghe chua? Néu chung khang cy thi dap vao mom
ching!
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RO chua? Nao, lén duong!
“Nhung néu chiing gidu cai quan trong 1éu ctia chiing thi sao?”

“Luc d6 s& hay! Bay gio khong phai lac ban ‘néu’ thé nay, ‘néu’ thé no. {t
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nhat minh cling g& dugc danh dy!

Thay bia rimg phe dich khong c6 chut dong tinh nao nita, moi chién si khoe
manh cua Longeverne, do chu tudng dan dau, chay ao ao nhu mdt con 16¢
xubng sudn doi Saute. Chiing phong qua nhitng b dat va bui cay, chui qua
rao giau, vuot qua duong hao nhanh nhu thd, téc tai dung dirng va hung ton
nhu 10 lon 101.

Chung van ling 1& chay rat nhanh sét birc twong bao quanh canh rimng ti con
duong hao ngin cach ving khai thac gb cua hai lang. Ching n6i nhau nhanh
nhen leo 1én, khong gay mot tiéng dong. Theo hiéu lénh ciia Lebrac, ca dam
di qua con n6 dung & doan hau, roi ching nup, hodc tung dua riéng 1€ hoac
thanh nhom, trong nhiing bui cay ram rap moc giita nhitng cay non trong khu
lay cui ciia Velrans.



Qua 1a vura kip.

Tubt trong dam cAy rAm rap vang toi tiéng goi, tiéng cudi dua va tiéng budc
chan. Lat sau da nghe 10 tung giong khéac nhau.

“Ay,” Tatti dai giong, “thang d6 trung ké tao, n6 coc lam gi duoc. Bay gid
n6 phai lam gi véi ‘céai quan n6 khong con nira’, nhi?”

“N6 ¢6 thé choi tro 1on dau bat ctr luc nao ma khong s¢ roi1 do trong ti.”

“Nao, bay gio minh cOt chat cai quan vao dau cay sao nhé. Cay sao cua may
xong chua, M¢o?”

“Khoan ti, tao con roc nhitng cai mat dé khoi bi xudc tay. Pay, xong roi!”
“Treo sao cho hai dng quan phat phdi nhe!”

“Bay gid minh noi dudi nhau di, vira di vura hat bai thanh ca ctua ching
minh,” Aztec ra 1€nh. “Bon kia ma nghe dugc chac tirc v bung!”

R6i no bat dau:

Ta la nguoi Co déc, do la niém vinh quang cia ta,

do la hy vong cua ta...

Lebrac va Camus cing ngdi xom trong mot bui cay nim phia dudi duong
hao gitta mot chit; tuy khong trong thay rd bon kia nhung nghe khong thiéu
mot 101.

Linh cua chang tay nam chat gy, lang 1€ nhu nhiing gbc cdy ma ching dang
ngoi thu lu trén d6. Chu tuong nghién chit ring, quan sat va ling nghe. Khi
bon Velrans 1ap lai 161 ciia s€p chung:

Ta la nguwoi Co doc, do la niém vinh quang cua ta...

thi n6 1am bam qua k& rang 1oi de doa:

“Cho chit di, tao s& cho tui bay thay vinh quang!”



Trong lic d6 quan dich dic chi tién t&i, dan dau 1a thang Méo véi cdy sao
dai, mQt dau phat phdi chiéc quan cia thang Tintin nhu 14 co 1€nh.

Khi bon chung da gan nhu xép xong hang mét trong dudng hao va bat déu
xubng doc theo nhip diéu cham cua bai thanh ca thi Lebrac bat ra mot t1eng
thét khing khiép, nghe nhu tiéng réng ctia mot con bdo mong bi cit co. Tu
trong bui ram, nhu chiéc 10 xo bi nén chit, né bat ddy. Linh caa no, bi cudn
theo da va tiéng thét cua chil tudng, xéng vao bic tudng khong vii khi cua
bon Velrans nhu nhitng miii lao.

O! Moi viéc dién ra that tro1 chay! Lu Longeverne day suc song vira ho hét
vura quat gay vun vut xubng bon Velrans dang mét hon mat via. Thé 1a ca 1
bi danh nga nhao gan nhu cung lic va bi nén nhu troi giang, trong khi do
Lebrac dap toi tap 1én thang Méo dang kinh so va thoat mot cai, giat phing
lai cai quan cua thang ban Tintin va chiri boi tham té.

Lay lai dugc quan nghia 1a d3 phuc hoi duoc danh du, Lebrac lién ra 1énh rat
lui ngay. Phe Longeverne l¢ lang rat theo duong hao gitta ma vira méi day
phe dich da di qua.

RO trong khi bon Velrans dung day sau mot tran tham bai day é ché nira thi
trong ving cdy thap tinh mich vang 1én tiéng cuoi dua, tiéng ché nhao, tleng
churi rua ctia Lebrac va 1 ban dang chay nhanh vé doanh trai vi chiée quan
vura doat lai duoc.

Chang bao 1au sau chung vé dén 1éu; Gambette, Boulot va Tintin - thang nay
cuc ky lo ling vé sd phan chiéc quén ciia n6 - dang ngdi quanh Marie.
Nhimng ngon tay cua co bé thoan thoat dinh cho anh nhtng thr khong thé
thiéu dugc trén 4o, nhirg thtr d3 bi bon Velrans tudc mat mot cach thd bao.

Trong lGc ay nan nhan quan ao khoac quanh nguoi nhu cai vay vi xau ho
trude em gai. N6 mung dén trao nudc mat khi nhan lai chiéc quan.

Ty nita thi n6 da 6m hon Lebrac, nhung dé cho ban duoc thich tha hon, n6
tuyén b6 nhd em gai lam thay chuyén nay; n6 khang dinh bang cai giong con
run run vi xuc dong réng Lebrac that dung 1a nguo1 anh em cua no, phai, con
hon ca anh em nfira.

Bon ching déu hiéu ca va y nhi vo tay.



Sau khi Marie nhanh nhen dinh xong ctc cho chiéc quan cta anh trai thi
chang, do than trong, dé c¢6 bé ra vé trudc mot minh.

Chiéu hom iy, sau khi vuot qua moi hai hung, doan quan Longeverne hanh
dién tr¢ vé lang, hat vang bai hat caa M¢hul:

Vang litng cdu chién thang...

Chuting sung suéng vi di gianh lai dugc danh dy va chiéc quan cta Tintin.



VII. Kho tang bi cuop pha
Ngéi dén nam hoang phé trén miii dat.
J.-M. de Heredia (Nhiing chién tich)

Du sao thi bon Longeverne ciling khong hé thu oan Bacaillé vé vu n6 gay su
vo1 Camus, lai cang khong thu odn gi vé nhitng ¥ do gay ap luc hay mach 1éo
vG1 bo Simon cua no.

Vi 16t cude nod da yéu thé va bi trimg phat r6i. Tir nay chung sé& canh giac véi
no6 thoi. Trur vai dura khong chiu khoan nhugng nhu La Crique va Tintin, dam
con lai, ké ca Camus déu do lugng bo qua cai vy dang tiéc nhung khong phai
hiém xdy ra nay, tuy ti nita thi gdy bat hoa, mat doan két trong phe
Longeverne.

Nhung cach cu xtr khoan dung a ay khong lam cho Bacaillé nguoi ngoal No
van ludn ghi tac trong tim, néu khong thi la trén md, nhitng céai tat cua
Camus, viéc bi bd Simon phat & lai 16p va chuyén ca dao quan (dura 16n lan
dia bé) déu da lam ching chong lai nd. Nhat 1a nd thu ghét thing Camus,
tham bao ki€m pho tudng cua Lebrac, thu ghét kinh khung, khong khac mdt
ké bi gat ra ria trong tinh yéu. Bao nhiéu thir ay! Khong, n6 nhat dinh khong
bo qua.

Mit khac n6 ngam nghl thay s& dé bi mat bao thu bon Longeverne ndi chung
va thang Camus néi riéng, dé gai bay bon chung néu nd van tiép tuc chién
dau trong hang ngii. Cho nén sau gio phat n6 van nhap bon véi dam kia.

N6 khong dugce tham dy tran ddnh noi tiéng ma lan d6 chung gianh giat cai
quan cut cua Tintin khong khac gianh giat mot cong su, bon Velrans cudp
roi phe Longeverne lay lai, nhung khéng vi thé ma né tu trach minh nhu
vién tuéng diing cam Crillonl®d. Nhimg chiéu tiép theo no V€~1n cO mat &
Saute, tham gia chiéu 1€ va mo nhat vao nhig cudc na phao, roi sau d6 la 6
dién cudng x6ng 1én tan cong & ca hai bén.

N6 mimg hium vi khong bi bét va khodi chi khi thdy dtra nay dira no bi phe
nay phe kia tom - vi no6 thu ghét tat ca - va khi thay nhtng tu binh trong that
tham thuwong bi dudi ve phia dich hay tré vé véi phe minh.

No than trong ding ¢ tuyén sau, cudi thaim khi cé dia Longeverne nao bi



tom, cudi 6 khi d6 1a mot thang Velrans. Kho tang cua chung phat dat, co thé
n6i nhu thé. Trude khi quay vé lang, Bacaillé va moi chién si vé 1éu cat vil
khi va kiém lai quy, vi quy luén thay d6i tuy thang hay thua. Quy tang khi
bat dugc tu binh, con giam néu mot hay nhiéu dtra bi bat (rat hiém khi!) can
dugc va viu dé vé nha.

Kho tang nay chinh la niém vui, niém tu hao ctia Lebrac va phe Longeverne,
1a niém an i cua chung khi gip rui ro, 1a thudc van nang chira tuy€t vong, la
chd dya cta chung khi that bai. Mot ngay no Bacaillé tham nghi:

“Chac, néu minh ldy quéach kho tang cua ching né rdi quang béng di thi
ching s€ dai mat ra ngay! Thé méi dung la bao thu!”

Nhung Bacaille to ra than trong. N6 nghi rang né c6 thé bi bat gip dang lang
vang mot minh quanh day, rang hién nhién moi nghi ngd s& chia ca vao né
va lc ay thi, 6, ltic 4y thi! N6 so con thinh nd ctia Lebrac va bj thang nay xét
X1r.

Khéng, n6 khong nén ti tay lay kho tang!
“Néu minh méch bé thi sao nhi?”” né nghi.

Oi cha, thé con té hon nita. Tui kia s& biét ngay tic thi tr dau 16 ra chuyén
nay va no s€ cang kho thoat bi trirng phat.

Khong, nhu thé khong on!

Tuy nhién dau oc nd khong ngumng trd di tro lai ké hoach nay. Phai danh vao
day, n6 thay 1, chinh ¢ day no sé& giang tring diém sinh tir cta bon kia.

Nhung bang cach nao? Bang cach nao? D6 méi that hac bua...
DAu sao no ciing thira thi gio ma. Biét dau co hoi s& tu xuit hién.

Thir Nam sau do, ngay tir sang tinh mo, bb Bacaillé da di cho phlen 0 Baume
cung voi thang con. B6 con nd dit mot bé rom 1am chd ngdi ngang phia
truéc chiée xe thung do con ngua cai gia Bichette kéo, con phia sau, trén 16p
cd twoi 14 mot chi bé non sau tudn nam gon trong mot cai bao budc kin
quanh ¢, tho ra cai dau ngo ngac. B6 Bacaillé dd ban con bé nay cho chu 10
thit & Baume nén nhan dip chg phién 6ng tu chd nd dén giao ludn cho nguoi



mua. Nhan hom 4y 13 ngay tha Naml®, lai nhan tién ban bé nén ong dit
thang con theo.

Bacaillé mit may twoi hon hén. Hiém khi dugc may man nhu thé nay. NO
hinh dung trude nhitng th vui trong ngay: no s€ an trong quan, ubng vang,
mot ngum rugu nho hay chut xi 16 tir céc ctia 6ng bd, nd s& mua banh qué va
mot cai coi. ROi nd udn nguc khi nghi té1 10 ban - ké thu cua no - han s&
ganh ti v&i hanh phtc cta no.

Hom do hai dao quan Longeverne va Velrans da choang nhau mot trén kinh
hén. Tuy khong bén nao bat duoc ti binh, nhung da va gay da gay thiét hai
t3i cuc diém. T6i dén, nhitng dira bi thuong khong cudi noi nira.

Camus bi buou tran, rich mot duong do rd to, chay mau ludn hai tiéng dong
hé; Tintin bi té liét tay trai, hay qua dau thi dng hon; mot chan Boulot tim
bam. Mat phai ciia La Crique khong nhin thdy gi hét, vi mi mat sung VU,
Gibus anh bi gidp ngén chén, em no phai kho nhoc lam mo&i ctr dong duoc cd
tay phai; con nhitng vét tray trua, vét bam nhu thé xdm minh hai bén suon va
chan tay chu tuong, pho tudng va phan 16n cac chién binh thi dém khong
Xue.

Nhung chiing khong than thd gi may, vi c6 1& bon Velrans con bi ning hon.
Di nhién khong phai ching x6ng ra dé bi tring don nang nhu thé, nhung
cung thét la phuc dirc khi trong ca dbng thuong binh a ay, khong dua nao bi
chan thu’ong so ndo, trat khop xuong, bong gan hay s6t ning dén ndi phai
nam liét giuong.

Chiéu hom ay Bacaillé vé lang, nga nga say trén bo rom, gilta nhiing tam
van, vé mat ha hé, tham chi con cud1 nhao mot cach doc ac vao mat 1t ban
tinh cO gap nd xudng xe.

“Lay Chua, thang khi kia chi vi duoc di cho phién mot phen thi c¢6 gi ma
vénh véo co chu! N6 lam nhu tur chiéc xe bon banh budc xudng, con con
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ngua gia kia 13 tht ngya noi khong bang!

Nhung thr?mg kia, nét mat thoa man da tra duoc mbi thu va dﬁy khinh miét,
van nhin chung v61 vé ché nhao.

Bon chung chiu khong hiéu nbi.



Hém sau ching khong nghi dén viéc danh nhau, vi qua nhiéu chién binh
khong du kha ning tham chién. Véi lai bon Velrans chéc chan ciing khong
t6i duoc ludn. Thanh ra cac chién si dugc nghi ngoi, dudng thuong, diéu tri
v6i thao duoc - mot thir hay tron nhiéu thi - 1ay trom bua tu cac lo thudc cua
cac ba me. La Crique dung hoa cuc cam chuom mi mat, con Tintin quén
canh tay voi khan tham nudc sic tir co ga. No thé song thé chét rang cach
nay khlen n6 d& dau han. Trong y hoc ciing nhu trong ton gido: niém tin 13
diéu quyét dinh.

Cudi1 cung ching choi vai van bi dé quén di phan nao may tro giai tri bao luc
hom qua.

Sang ngay thit Bay ching cling khong kéo t&i dugc Bui Cay Lén, y nhu
ngay thir Sdu vdy. Camus, Lebrac, Tintin va La Crique cam thay nham chan,
bén ri nhau di toi can 18u, cin 1éu yéu quy noi chung cit giau kho tang, noi
chung duoc yén 6n va lién hoan tung bung - chtr khong dinh gy sy hay
tham thinh quan dich.

Chung khong tiét 16 chuyén nay voi ai, ngay ca voi anh em Gibus va
Gambette. Luc bdn gid chleu chung di vé nha roi mot 1at sau gip lai nhau
trén dudng di Donzé, dé rdi tir ddy xuyén qua rimg Teuré t6i phao dai cua
ching.

Trén dudng di ching ban tan vé tran dai chién hom tha Nam. Tintin, canh
tay bang b budc quanh cb va La Crique, bang mat phai - hai trong nhiing
dta bi thuong ning nhat - vo cung thich tht nhé lai chuyén chiing d3 ra strc
phan phat nhirng cu dap va nhimg nhat gy trude khi mot dira bi thang Méo
dam tring mat, con dira kia bi thang Pissefroid phang gy trang xuong quay
hay... khuyu tay.

“No rong nhu con bo bi choc tiét, khi bi _got chan tao dap trung da day,”
Tintin ké vé d6i thi dang gom ctia no 1a thang Tatti. “Tao cur tuong la no hét
thd roi chir. Cho né mot bai hoc dé tir nay hét dam dn cap quan cta tao!”

La Crique ké da hiic dau vao ham thang Méo 1am né gdy may cai rang roi
khac ra dom d6. Nhitng hoi tc nay khién chung quén di dau dén nho nho
hién gio.

Ching vao rung, di trén con duong dung d6n cui ngay xua nay da hep lai vi
nam nay qua nim khac ciy non lan ra rat khoe, khién chung cr phai né qua



bén hodc cti xudng tranh nhitng canh cay trui 14 quét phai.

Vai con qua non quay vé rung theo tiéng bo me¢ goi, vira bay vura kéu qua
qua trén dau ching...

“Nguoi ta bao rang qua mang diém go, gidng nhu chim cb ric vao dém bao
tin nha sap c6 ngudi chét,” Camus nodi. “Lebrac, may c6 tin thé khong?”

“V§ Vén'” chu tuong dap. “Do6 la chuyén ngdi 1& d6i mach cua may mu gia.
Néu ctr mdi lan thay chim qua lai xay ra tai hoa thi s& chang con c6 ai trén
doi nay nita. B6 tao van bao rang lil qua trén troi khong dang so bang 1t qua

khong canhf6—%]. Néu trong thdy mot nguoi trong bon ho thi phai nim cyc sat
dé xoay chuyén tai wong.”

“Co dung la thir chim nay sdng dugc ca trim nam khong? Tao rat mudn
dugc lam chim qua. Ching duogc thay nhiéu noi va khong phai di hoc,”
Tintin ganh ti.

“May can hiéu rang,” La Crique dap loi, ° ‘mudn biét chiing c6 séng lau vay
khong - diéu nay co6 thé l1am - ta phai ghi dau chim non ngay tir trong t6.
Nhu’ng khi ta chao doi thi ta 1am gi c6 dugc con chim qua trong tay, voi lai
dau ai nghi tdi chuyén d6. Chua ké 13 dau c6 bao ngudi séng tho vay!”

“Thoi, dung ndi téi chung nira,” Camus yéu cau, “Tao van tin rang ching
mang to1 chuyén khong hay.”

“Chd nén ‘di dan’, Camus a! Xua kia nguodi ta nghi thé dugc, chir bay gio
van minh roi... ¢6 khoa hoc...”

Chl'mg tiép tuc di, trong luc La C,rique bo dé viéc ca ngoi thot dai van minh
tan tién dé tranh mot cai canh thap thinh linh bat nguoc lai do Lebrac cham
phai khi di qua.

Ra khoi rung chiing ré phai di t61 mo da.

“Tui n6 khong trong théy bon minh,” Lebrac nhan xét. “Khong ai biét tui
minh di té1 day! Cha, 1€u cua tui minh kin dao ra phét!”

Chung suyt soa tan thanh. Pay 14 dé tai n6i mai khong hét.



“Tao da phat hién ra n6, ding khong nao?” La Crique hoi tudng, toét miéng
cudi dic ¥, bat chdp con mat tim bam.

“Ta vao thoéi,” Lebrac cat ngang.

Mot tiéng kéu simg sét, va kinh hoang bat ra cung luc tur bbn 16ng nguec, tiéng
kéu x¢ long khung khi€p gom ca bi thuong, hai hung va cam gian.

Cin 1éu bi pha tan hoang, b1 cudp sach.

ba co ke tbi day, ke dich, chic chin bon Velrans roi. Kho tang bién mat, vii
khi bi bé gy hoidc bi lay di, cai ban bi 16i ra chd khéc, 16 bép bi pha sap, ghé
bi 14t chong cho, giwdng bang réu va 14 kho bi dbt chay, tranh anh bi xé, tAm
guong bi dap v, binh tudi mép méo va bi duc 16 chd, mai 1éu bi pha, con
cay choi, 10i lang nhuc cuc do, cay choi cun ching léy trom trong mé do dac
cua nha truong, xo xac va ban hon bao gio hét, bi cam day khinh miét giita
déng ngon ngang, nhu nhan ching song cho tham hoa va thai d6 mia mai
cua quan ke cudp.

Mbi phat hién lai kem theo nhing ting kéu gian di, tiéng chui, tiéng
nguyén rua va 101 thé bao thu.

Bon khén kiép nay di dap nat xoong va... lam 6 ué hét khoai tay!

Chic chin bon Velrans 1a ké di choi chung v6 nay roi. La Crique, véi truc
giac tinh te va tu duy logic quen thudc, da hung hon giai thich.

“Thé nay nhé, néu c6 ngudi lang Longeverne nao tinh ¢ thay cin 1éu nay thi
ho chi cuoi thoi. Ho s€ khao nhau trong lang va tui minh s& biét ngay. Nguoi
la chang c6 gi dé lay 0 day ca va han 14 ho sé& bo di thoi. Lio Bédouin thi qua

‘ctt 1an’, khong thé tu tim ra n6i mot chd kin dao nhu thé nay, va lai sau lan
say khu:0’t cO bo vira 1di 130 hét dam di xa nita, ma chi con chim chim sén
sOc vuon tugc, cdy trai cua minh nhu mdt 1o nong khon ngoan.

Thé thi chi con bon Velrans.

Nhung khi ndo nhi? Chiéu hom qua théi! Vi chiéu thor Nam ¢ ddy van con
dau ra day, con hom nay sau bon gio chi€u thi ching khong tai nao co du thi
gio dé pha tan hoang nhu thé nay duoc - trir khi ching t61 day sang hom nay.
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Nhung chiing nhat nhu cay, dau dam trén hoc!



“Chéc, phai chi hom qua bon minh t6i day!” Lebrac than tho. “Tao ciing da
nghi dén chuyén nay day cha! Nhung tui nd khong thé nao dén hét ca day
duoc, vi bi thuong quéa nhiéu. Tao biét tui nd bi tn nhu thé nao ma, dut
khoat nang hon tui minh nhiéu!

Chac, gia minh tom duoc tui no, nhi! Bo khi, tao s€ bop ¢6 tui no!”
“Bon khon kiép! Quan luu manh! P6 dau trdm dudi cuop!”

“Tui bay biét ddy, nhimg chuyén bon nd lam diy ndy, déu 1a hén ha ca,”
Camus phan xét.

“Minh van du kha ning ‘choi’ tiép ma!”

“Minh ciing phai tim cho ra léu ctia bon nd,” Lebrac néi. “Chi c6 cach do
thoi, that day, chi c6 cach do thoi.”

“U, nhung chirng nao? Sau bon gid chiéu ching né nam rinh & bia rumng.
Minh chi ¢6 thé tim vao gio hoc thoi. Ma nhu thé thi minh phai tron hoc it
nhat tdm ngay lién tuc, vi khong thé nao tin dugc rang ngay budi sang dau
tién s€ phat hién ra. Ptra nao dam tron hoc, dé vé nha bi bd dan cho mot tran
to1 boi hoa 14 va thay gido phat ¢ lai 16p mot thang?”

“Chi Gambette 1 c6 the 1am dugc thoi!”

“Nhung lam sao tui khén kiép nay tim ra dugc 1éu ctia bon minh nhi? N6 cuc
ky kin ddo, khong ai biét ca. Cling chang c6 ai thay tui minh di vao day!”

“Chac chan la khong r61! Phai c6 dira nao d6 mach cho chung biét!”

“May tin vay a? Nhung ma ai md&i duge chur? Ngoai bon minh ra khong ai
biét ngoi 1éu. Chang 1€ c6 dra phan bdi a?”

“Mot dira phan boi!”’ La Crique tram ngam noi.
. p . q g

Chot no déap tay Ién tran, quén ca con mat bi thuong. Tuy bi bing song mot ¥
nghi bat chot khién mat n6 sang 1én:

“Phai rdi! Me kiép!” no kéu Ién. “Tui minh c6 mot thé“tng phan bdi va tao biét
thang khon nan nay! Tao biét n6 1a ai! Chéc, bay gio thi tao thay hét moi



chuyén, tao doan ra duoc tat ca! Thang khén kiép nay, quan Judas nay, do dé
tién nay!”

“Ai chr?” Camus hoi.

“Ai cht?” hai dtra kia cling hoi theo.
“Thang Bacaillé, chir con ai nita!”
“Thang khoéo ay 4? May chac khong?”

“Chac nhu dinh déng cot! Nghe nay: hom thr Nam no khong cing danh
nhau véi tui minh. Vi né theo bd noé di cho phién ¢ Baume, dung khong?
Bay gid bay hiy nh¢ lai nét mit cta n6 khi tré vé ma xem! N6 ¢ vé khinh
thuong tui minh, rd rang qua. Ma tir Baume vé nd véi bd né di qua Velrans.
Hai b6 con nd trong hoi chénh choang, han ho d3 dung lai & nha ai déy, nha
ai tao khong biét, nhung tao dam danh cudc 1a nhu thé. Tham chi c6 thé nod
tir Baume vé véi vai dira Velrans va chac chan da mach cho bon nay. N6 chi
cho bon kia biét 18u cua tui minh & chd nao.

Day, roi nhitng dira khong bi qué quat dan bon bi thuong nhe dén day. Nhu
thé day, ding vay, nhu thé day!”

“Thang khon kiép! D6 phan boi! Quan luu manh!” Lebrac nghién ring tréo
treo. “Néu dung nhu thé thi, lay Chta, n6 li¢u hon! Tao sé cat tiét no!”

“Con néu dung theé gi nira! Ping nhu mot vé1 mot 1a hai, nhu tén tao 1a La
Crique va c6 mot mat tham den nhu dit n61!”

“Thé thi minh phai vach mat no,” Tintin két luan.

“Thoéi minh di. O diy minh chang lam gi dugc ca. Phai nhin canh nay lau
hon nira thi tim tao tan nat va tao s€ dién mat,” Camus rén ri. “Minh s€ ban
ky trén duong vé. Dut khoat khong ai dugc biét hom nay tui minh té1 day...

Mai la Chu nhat. Tui minh s€ vach mat n6, budoc n6 phai thu to1, roi...”

Camus khong noi hét, nhung ban tay nim chit gio 1én troi bo khuyét that
manh mé diéu n6 nghi.



Ching vé lang ciing theo con dudng da téi day. Trén duong, chung thong
nhat vé nhirng bién phdp nghiém ngét cho ngay mai.



VIII. Ké phan boi bi trung tri
T6i chwa lanh vét thuong long,
Thi 101 thé bdo odn ciia téi la hop Ié.

Malherbe (Vé cdi chét ciia nguwoi con trai)
“Minh nén di thim cai 1éu mot chat chang?” Sau gio kinh chiéu ngay Chu
nhat La Crique da ranh manh d€ nghi, khi cd bon ding quanh chu tudng

dudi mai mang nudce cho suc vat.

Bacaillé sudng dén phat run, khong may may ngd rang nd bi quan sat kin
dao.

Va chang trir bon thu linh d3 tan bo t6i do hom qua, khong dura nao, ké ca
anh em Gibus 1an Gambette, biét chit gi vé tinh trang ciia can 1éu.

“HOom nay minh khong nén danh nhau”, Camus khuyén. “Minh nén di theo
161 Donze.”

Céc dé nghi nay lién dugc chap nhan, thé 1a doan quan nhd bé vui vé Ién
duong té1 phao dai, vira di vura tro chuyén rom ra chtr khong nghi ngoi gi.

Theo théi quen, Lebrac dan dau. Tintin, v6i vé mit vo thudng vo _phat, budc
canh Bacaill¢ ¢ khoang gitra doan, nhung khong hé nhin nd lan ndo. La
Crique véi Camus di doan hau. Vét thuong cua hai dra dd d& nhiéu. Chung
khong luc nao roi mat khoi ké bi budc toi.

Bao y nghi 1an 16n lam Bacaillé bin khoin 10 rét, vi n6 khong rd bon Velrans
d3 1am nhimng gi: chung c6 tim thay cai 1éu khong? Mit miii Lebrac, Camus

va nhitng dura khac s€ thé nao, néu...?

Thinh thoang no len 1én nhin, tr dung mat n6 anh 1€n nét hiém ac va mot
niém vui bi kim ham, song cling nhuém chut lo au.

Ngo nhd chung nghi né thi sao? Nhung lam sao chung biét dugc, nhat 1a
chirng minh dugc?

Trong lac ching tién téi trén con dudng rung thi La Crique chi xudng thi



tham vo1 chuyén gia leo cay:

“Camus nay, Iii qua hom qua, may con nhd khong?... Tao that chua tirng tin
day. Thé ma lai ding 1a 1 vat nay thinh thoang dem lai tai hoa that!”

“Ctr hoi thang Bacaillé ay,” Camus dap. Khong 1o vi duyén c6 nao ma no

bdng thay hoai nghi. “Ctr hoi xem sang nay no co thidy may con qua khong.
N6 khong ngd 13 tyi minh d3 biét tong ca rdi va chuyén gi dang cho doi nod.
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Nhin né di, nhin thang khon kiép kia chat xiu di!

“May nghi rang né liéu linh hay sao? O, né tin rang n6 yén 6n hoan toan that
day!”

“Minh khong dugc dé né thoat!”

“May nghi 14 mot thang khoéo nhu né ma chay thoat dugc a?”
“Q, coi thé ma dd cao cao, chau chau nay chay nhanh lam day!”
O dau kia cta doan c6 tiéng Boulot vang lén:

“Tao khong tin rang sau tran don nhur tir vira r61 chung lai dam bén mang tdi
ntra.”

“Theo tao nghi thi ching cling phai c6 mdt chd an nau,” Lebrac noi. “Tui
bay thay r61 do, chiing dau c6 mang gay gdc theo khi kéo tur rirng ra vo1 cai
quan cuyt cua thang Tintin.”

“U’. chéc chin ching cling c6 1éu nhu bon minh vay.” Gibus em dong V.
9 " . 9

Nghe thay ,thé' Bacaill¢ lang 1€ nhégh mép cudi khiy, nhung 1am sao thoat
khé1 @61 mat cua Tintin, La Crique 1an Camus.

“Pay, bay gid may tin chua?” La Crique noi.

“Tin r61,” thang no dap. “O1, thang khon nan nay! Minh phai lam sao dé€ no
thi nhan mo1 duoc!”

Sau khi ra khoi canh rimg, chung di theo con dudng map mé. Sip dén roi.



“Oi troi dét oi!” Lebrac nging lai kéu toang 1én. Nhu d3 ban tinh trude, nd
lam bo gian dit va ngac nhién, nhu thé khong biét gi hét.

Thé 1a vang am 1én nhing tiéng kéu kinh khung. Chang chen l4n nhau dé
duoc thiy cho nhanh, roi ngay sau d6 cung cat tiéng chiri ria om som.

“Chua oi 1a Chua oi! L& nao lai thé duge?”
“Bon khén kiép!”

“Ai da lam chuyén nay day?”

“Kho tang con khong?”

“Khoéng con ti gi ca!” Gibus anh thé hat.

“Cot cai mai véi kiém, binh tudi, tranh anh lan givong, guong va ban cua tui
minh kia!”

“Cai choi kia!”

“Bon Velrans roi!”

“Chéc chan! Néu khong thi con ai nita?”

“Ai ma ngd duoc!” Bacaillé danh lidu dé goi 13 ¢6 noi.

Chung theo chu tudng vao 1éu. Riéng Camus va La Crique ling 1& rdu ri nam
chat gay dung gitr ctra, khong khac Chéroubl® dung canh thién duong da
mat.

Lebrac dé cho linh cta n6 tha ho chui rua, than tho, gao thét nhu nhirg con
ch6 cam nhan duoc cai chét. Con no, long da tan nat, ng01 mai phia sau, trén
nhitng vién da bao quanh kho tang, hai tay 6m 1y dau nhu budng xudi vi
tuyét vong.

Khoéng dira nao ngh1 dén chuyén di ra ngoai, ching tiép tuc kéu gao, ham he.
RO su s6i suc giam dan, long cim han 6n ao udng cong nhudng chd cho su
nan long sau mat mat khong van hoi noi nay.



Camus va La Crique van ti€p tuc canh cura ra vao.

Cudi cung Lebrac ngang dau ding Ién, nhin ching véi nét mat hoc hac va
nhan nham.

“Khéng thé nao duoc,” nd gépl Ién. “Bon Velrans khong t,hé nao ty 1am noi.
Dut khoat 1a chung khong thé tim ra l€u ciia bon minh, néu khong c6 ke chi
diém. Khong thé dugc! Ai do da cho ching biét. Trong chiung ta c6 mot ke

"’,

phan boi!

Loi buge t0i ndy giang xudng bau khong khi lang nhu t& that khong khac
tiéng roi quat manh xuong dan thi hoang mang.

Nhitng con mat mé to nhay lia lia. Sy im ling cang ning né hon bao trum.

“Mot ké phan boi!” C6 vai tiéng lap lai nghe yéu 6t va xa x6i nhu thé cai y
nghi nay that kinh khung va vo ly.

“Phai, mot ké phan boi!” Lebrac lai hét vang nhu sam. “C6 mot ké phan boi
va tao biét no la ai!”

“N6 c6 mit & day!” La Crique the thé, vung ngon lao day vé dit dan.

“Ctr nhin di r61 tui bay s€ thay no, cai thang phan bdi ay!” Lebrac lai noi ro1
doi mat so1 cia no6 chong choc nhin Bacaillé.

“Dau co! Pau co!” Thang khoeo lap bap, mat hét do lai tai, run nhu cay say
trude 101 budce toi ngdm ngam nay.

“Tui bay thiy ddy! Chinh n6 da ty td c4o nd! Phai, chinh Bacaillé 1a thing
phan bdi! Do, tui bay thay n6 chua?”

“D06 Judas!” Gambette qué xac dong gao 1én, con Gibus anh run 1én vi cadm
tuc, chup vai Bacaillé lac nhu lac cay man.

“Khoéng phai, khong phai!” Bacaillé lai chong ché. “Tao c6 thé mach cho
ching nd vao lic nao méi duoc chi? Tao dau c6 gap bon Velrans, tao dau
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quen biét tui no!

“Im mom, d6 ndi 1ldo!” chu tuéng ngat 161 no. “Tui tao biét hét. Hom tha



Nam can léu con nguyen lanh. N6 b1 cuop pha vao ngay thir Sau, vi hom qua
n6 da thé nay roi. Nhitng dira dén ddy véi tao chiéu hom qua co thé lam
ching diéu tao néi.”

“Tui tao thé,” Camus, Tintin va La Crique nhat loat 1én tiéng, ching gio ban
tay phai da tham nudc bot ro61 nho xudng dat d€ nhan manh 161 tuyén thé.

“Bay gio thi khai di, @6 vo lai, néu khong tao s& bop c¢d may day, hiéu chua?
Hay tht nhan hom thr Nam tir Baume vé€ may da mach 1éo véi dira nao. Vi

chinh hom thtt Nam may da ban dirng anh em be ban ctia may!”

Loi trach mang tham té khién thang Bacaillé dang hoang hot nhén ra tinh thé
dang s¢ cuia minh.

“Khong co, that ma!” no ti€p tuc choi. “Bay gio tao di day, vi tao da no1 su
that ro1.”

“May khong ra khoi day dugc dau!” La Crique gam gir, gio cao ciy giy.
“Hén! Tui bay 1a d6 hén!” Bacaillé dap.

“Pd déu! Po du thu du thyc!” Camus gém 1én. “No6 da phan bdi tui minh,
khién tui minh bi mat cap sach sanh sanh, thé ma bay gio con ddm ndé mom
churi tui minh nira!”

“Tro1 nd lai!” Lebrac kho khan ra Iénh.

R6i trude khi 1énh cua néd duge thue hién, nd tim léy tu nhan tat cho vai cai
dich dang.

“La Crique,” n6 hoi voi vé nghiém trong, “may ranh sir nude Phap. Hay cho
tui tao biét ngay xwa ngudi ta lam gi dé budc pham nhan phai tha nhan!”

“Ho nudng ngon chan pham nhan.”
“Vay thi hay 16t gidy tén phan boi va dot lia 1én.”
Bacaillé ving vay.

“Q, udng cong vung vay thoi,” chil tudng canh bio, “may khong thoat duoc



dau. May c6 tht nhan khéng, thang déu?”
Mot lan khoi tring day da bdc 1én tir déng réu va 1a.
“Co,” Bacaillé hdt hoang néi. “Co!”

Thang khoéo - van bi troi bang dy va nhimg chiéc khan mui soa xoan thanh
day, gitra cac chién binh Longeverne dang dim dam nhin nd ddy cim gian va
de doa - lap bap thi nhan rang qua that bo con né da tir cho phién Baume vé
v6i bo con thiang Boguet & Velrans, b con n6 da ghé nha thang Boguet udng
mot chai vang va mot cdc rugu manh, roi vi say no da ké cho théng kia biét
cai léu ctia bon Longeverne ¢ chd nao, ma khong nghi rang 1am thé 1a sai.

“Dumg hong gi6 tro bip tui tao,” La Crique ngat 1061 n6. “Tao da thay 1o vé
mdt cua may khi may tir Baume vé. May biét o da keé nhing gi! Moi vua
roi, trén duong toi day tui tao cling dd quan sat may. May biét!

Tat ca chi vi may tic con Tavie ua thang Camus hon may. No khong ua cai
bo mat cua may la ding! Nhung sau vu thr Sau tuan trudc tui tao co lam gi
may khong nao? Tui tao ¢ hé noi 16i nao cAm can may tlep tuc choi danh
nhau véi tui tao khong? Tai sao may lai tra thu mot cach ban thiu nhu vay
cht? Chang c6 gi bao chita ndi cho hanh dong ctia may!”

“Théi,” Lebrac quyét dinh. “Troéi nd chit hon nita. Chung minh s& xt no.”
Chung lién im phang phac.

Camus va La Crique, hai cai nguc dang so, van dimg canh & ngudng cira.
Nhitng nim tay vung nhu séng cudn vé phia Bacaillé. Khi théy khéng thé hy
vong gi ¢ long thuong hai cua nhirng ke canh nguc va cam thay gio dén toi
d3 toi, n6 dap, né can, cd strc tuyét vong chong tra 1an cubi.

Nhung Gambette va anh em Gibus, ba thang canh tu kho sai 13 nhitng dira
ran roi, vai u thit bap, dau dé lam gi chung duoc, nhat 1a khi gian thi ching
d6 mit tia tai va strc khoe ting gap muoi lan.

Hai ¢ tay Bacaillé nhu bi kep trong kim sat, tim dan, trong chop mat hai
chan no bi troi chat hon. N6 bi quang nhu bao gie¢ rach vao gilra leu ngay
duéi chd cai mai bi hu hai - cai mai dugc chung lop chic dén ndi bon
Velrans ¢6 strc ma ciing chi 1am thing noéi mot chd.



Lebrac, v6i tu cach chu tudng, tuyén bo:

“Céi léu da hu hai rdi,” n6 noi. “Nay phe dich da biét chd tri quan ctia minh,
minh phai lam lai mét cai moi thoi. Nhung chua hét. Kho tang cua ching ta
bién mat, danh du cua chung ta bi ton thuong.

Chung ta c6 thé khoi phuc danh du, vi ching ta biét nhitng nim dam cta
ching ta lam n61 nhitng gi. Nhung ma kho tang... cai kho tang nay that dang
gia ca tram xu!

Bacaillé,” né nghiém khic noi tlep, ‘may la thang doéng 16a cua bon cap,
chinh may ciing 1a mot thang in cap. May da lay cdp cua tui tao mot tram xu,

may ¢ duge mot dong nim livre dé dén cho tui tao khong?”

Hoi chi dé ma hoi thoi, chir Lebrac thira biét ro1. Ptra nao c6 n61 mot tram xu
ma boé me chung lai khong biét va bat cir luc nao cling c6 quyén trung dung?

Khong dtra nao c¢6 noi!
“Tao co ba xu,” Bacaillé rén ri.
“May muon nhét ba xu ciia may ¢ dau thi nhét,” Gambette gam 1én.

“Thua quy vi,” Lebrac lai trinh trong noéi, “day la mdt tén phan bdi va chiing
ta s€ xr n6 khong nuong tay.”

“Khoéng thu han hay so hai,” La Crique dinh chinh vi nh¢ lai vai tir ngit trong
mon gido duc cong dan.

“No da tht nhan td1 161; nhung n6 tha nhan vi khdng con cach nao khac va vi
ching ta biét td1 161 ctia nd r61. N6 phai chiu hinh phat nao?”

“Cat tiet!” muoi dira noi 1on.
“Treo c6!” muoi dira khac rong Ién.
“Thién!” c6 may dura gam lén.

“Cat luol no!”



“Trudc hét,” chu tudng ngat 101, né to ra kha than trong va tuy gian van giir
dugc mdt cai nhin chung dung dén vé su viéc va vé hau qua viéc chung lam,
“trude hét chung ta cat ldy moi ctc ctia nd dé 1am nén tang ban dau cho mot
kho tang mai, dén bu phén nao nhitng thir ma I ban cua no, bon Velrans, da
lay cap cta chung ta.”

“Cat cic by quan 4o Chu nhat cua tao a?” ga tu nhan giat ndy nguoi. “Tao
khong chiu, tao khong chiu! Tao s€ mach bo me tao cho ma xem!”

“Ctr mach di, chu em, may dén 1a nhon! Nhung chd ¢6 mach leo ntra, tao
khuyén ddy. Néu may ct rong 1én 6ng ong & day thi ching tao s& nhét khin
mui soa clia may vao miéng may nhu di 1am véi thang Aztec!”

Doa thé ma Bacaill¢ van khong im, ching lién nhét gi€¢ vao miéng no, roi cat
hét ctc.

“Nhung nhu thé dau c6 du, me ki€p!” La Crique phan nd. “Chi phat mot
thang phan boi bay nhiéu thoi thi bd bén gi! Mot thang phan boi!... Day la
mot thang phan boi, bd khi! Loai nhu thé khong dang duoc tiép tuc séng!”

“Minh phai danh no6 bang roi,” Gibus anh dé nghi. “Ptra ndo ciing c6 quyén
dugc danh no, vi n6 da lam hai hét thay chung ta.”

Chung lién troi thang Bacaillé tran trudng trén tam van cua chiéc ban bi hu
hai.

“Bat dau!” Lebrac ra 1énh.

Bén muoi dta Longeverne cam roi 1an luot toi trude Bacaillé. Bi danh, nod
khoc dén da cling phai mém long. B¢ to long khinh bi va kinh tém, ching
nho lén lung, 1€n suon, 1€n dui, 1€n khap nguot nd.

Trong khi d6 mot ta chién binh, dudi sy hudng dan cua La Crique, mang ao
quan cua to1 nhan ra ngoai.

Chung quay vao khi hanh sy xong, Bacaille - luc nay da dugc coi tréi va
thao gié - nhan lai timg mon 4o quan bi cat hét ctc vat trén nhing cay sao
dai, sau khi cac quan toa Longeverne da té 1én khip va con lam ban bang
cach khac nira.



“Pay, di ma nho bon Velrans dinh cuc lai cho!” Cudi cung chiing khuyén no
nhu thé.



IX. Lan tré vé bi tham

Hién nhién tiéng niurc no cua nhitng ké chiu thong kho va nhuc hinh la mot
ban hop xwong cua lii say mem.

Ch. Beaudelaire (Nhitng bong hoa dau kho)

Bacaille da dugc coi troi, mong ri mau, mat mai co ram, mat 161 kinh hai.
Ching quang vao mét n6 manh ao quan, nhu nhitng £01 hdi rinh. R6i dé mic
né o day, doan quin theo cac thu linh ro1 khoi can 1éu mot cach dinh dac toi
mot dia diém xa hon, vang vé va kin dao dé ban bac xem sap toi s& phai lam
gi trong tinh thé khan truong va kho khin nay.

Khéng dira nao ty hoi xem chuyén gi s& xay dén voi thiang phan bdi bi vach
mat, bi trung tri, bi danh don, bi lam nhuc va héi thdi no. Do 1a viéc cta no,
n6 chi ganh nhiing gi né dang phai chiu thoéi. Tuy tai ching van nghe thay
tiéng rén ri, tiéng nac cut gian dir, tiéng nirc no cua ké vura bi chung tring tri,
song chiing chang hoi dau ban tam.

Lat sau Bacaillé tinh t4o lai dan voi vang cudn goi chudn. Nhitng tiéng nic,
khoc than, kéu gao nho dan roi tat han.

Lebrac ra 1énh:

“Trong luc chd doi, minh phai liy nhiing gi con dung dugc trong 1éu cat tam
dau khac.”

Céch 1éu ching hai trim mét c6 mot hang nho gitta bui cdy ram rap, tuy
khong thay thé duoc chd chung vira méi mat do t6i 16i cua thang Bacaillé,
nhung vi chua ¢6 chd nao kha hon nén ching danh dung tam dé chira nhiing
gi tom gop duoc trong cai dinh thu quang vinh truéc day cua quan
Longeverne.

“Minh phai mang hét qua day,” Lebrac quyét dinh.
Tuc thi dai quan bat tay vao viéc.

“Giat sap tlIO’Ilg ludén,” nd néi thém. “G& mai di va bit kin chd du trit go.
Ping dé ai thay gi hét ca.”



Sau khi ra 1énh va dam linh di 1am nhiing viéc can thiét va cip bach nay roi
thi Lebrac ban bac vdi nhitng tha linh khac cta dao quan nhu Camus, La
Crique, Tintin, Boulot, Gibus anh va Gambette.

D6 1a mot budi hop 1au va bi mat.

Tuong lai va hién tai d6i chiéu v6i qua khir, khong phai khong co than van
trach moc va ti€c nuoi. Nhung ching ban nhi€u nhat chuyén lam cach nao
chiém lai dugc kho tang da mat.

Chac chan 1a kho tang & trong lé,u ctia bon Velrans, ma 1éu ndy ¢ trong ring.
Nhung tim bang cach nao va nhat la bao gio tim?

Chi c6 Gambette vi nha & trén doi va Gibus anh thinh thoang di lam cho
tram xay xat la co thé nghi hoc v61 nhimg 1y do chap nhan dugc ma khong
s¢ b1 kiém tra ngat ngheo ngay 12p tiec.

Gambette dong ¥ ngay.
“Tao sé& trén hoc chimg nao con can phai trén. Tao s& lung suc khiap khu
rung, tur trén xuong dudi, hét doc lai ngang, khong chira mot mau nhd, cho

t3i khi pha tan 1éu ctia chiing va 1ay lai kho tang ctia bon minh méi théi.”

Gibus anh noi rang hé co dip 1a s& téi gip Gambette & mo da Pepiot khoang
nua ting trude gio hoc.

Ngay sau khi Gambette truy lung co két qua va ching chiém lai duoc kho
tang thi chung s€ dung mot céi léu méi. Dia diém thich hgp chiung s€ quyét

dinh sau, khi da nghién ctru that ky cang.

Con bay gid ching dua anh em Gibus cho t&i khic quanh gan nha Menelots
va moO ma-no cua nha Jean-Baptiste d¢ vé nha & Vernois.

Viéc chuyén d6 dac da xong. Céc chién binh lai bu quanh céc thi linh.
Nhan danh ban chi huy Lebrac nghiém trong tuyén b6 tam thoi hodn lai cudc
chién & Saute. Ngay tai chién sé dugc xac dinh ro rang, sau khi toan quan

tim lai dugc nhiing th can thiét.

Ban chi huy than trong giit bi mét nhitng quyét dinh trong dai.



Sau khi ra sttc x6a cho ky sach nhitng ddu vét dan tir can 1éu cii dén noi du
trlr md&i thi cling d2 mudn. Ching quyét dinh quay vé lang, dau ngo gio nay
trong lang dang v6 cung nao dong.

Céac anh tin binh dang choi ky, cdc 6ng dang tu nhau udng ruou & quéan
Fricot, cac ba sang bén hang x6m chuyén gau, cic co gai 16n dang ngdi théu
thiia sau man cira, néi gon 12 tat ca dan lang Longeverne dang nghi ngot va
giat tri bong dung bi 161 - phai noi la bi “hut” - ra gitra duong, do tiéng khoc
khung khiép, tiéng thd kho khé khong con 1a cua con nguoi nira. Nguoi ay
han phai 1a ke bac phudc da suc cung luc kiét va sap ngd guc, hon lia khoi
xéc thoi. Ai ndy trd mat so hai, tw hoi khong biét da xay ra chuyén gi.

Va ho théy Bacaillé thinh linh xuét hién trén duong, ca nhéc hon bao gio hét,
vira chay vua ra suc gao. No tran truéng, hoac g?ln nhu thé, vi trén minh nd
khong c6 gi khac ngoai chiéc 40 so mi va hai ban chdn mang gidy khong
day. No kep hai bén hai goi quan 0. Va n6 héi, hoi hon ba muoi sau xéc stc
vat théi rira!

Nhitng ngudi dau tién chay lai gdp né thay déu Iui lai, bit miii. Roi khi da
quen dan véi1 mui hoi ho xich gan lai, kinh hoang hoi:

“Sao thé?”

Po6i mong Bacaillé do 1om mau, dom dai 1ong thong trén hai chan, do6i mat
khiép dam khong con ti nudc mit nao, toc cing quéo va bét nhu 16ng nhim.
N6 run ray nhu chiéc 14 ta sap lia canh bay theo gid.

“Co chuyén gi thé? Co chuyén gi thé?”

Bacaillé khong no61 n61. N6 nac, thd kho khe, van veo, lac dau ro1 quy xudng
duong.

B6 me no6 chay voi té1 bé thang con da gan ngat xiu vao nha. Ca lang to mo
ua theo.

Nguoi ta bang b6 mong Bacaillé, lau chui cho nd, ngdm 4o quan no trong
mot cai chau dé trong nha chira dung cu, roi dua no di ngu, suo1i cho no béng
nhitng vién gach ho néng va binh nudc am, cho nd uéng tra, ca phe, ruou
Rum. N6 van nic, nhung bt dan roi khép mat lai.



Muoi lam phut sau nd da d& hon, n6 mé mat rdi ké voi bd me va dong dao
cac ba ngdi quanh giuong moi chuyén xay ra trong can 1éu, nhung nd can
than tranh 1y do khién n6 da bi d6i xtr dd man nhu thé - viéc phan bdi cta no.

N6 ciing ké hét moi chuyén khac: n6 tiét 16 moi bi mat cua phe Longeverne,
no thuat lai nhig lan tron 1én Saute danh nhau, n6 tht nhan chuyén cat cuc
va déng gop chién phi, né vach trdn moi manh khée va khai hét moi 10i
khuyén cua Lebrac. N6 budc to1 Camus nhitng gi co thé duoc; no ké vé viéc
léy ce‘ip van, dinh, nhitng dung cu “chom chia”, vé chuyén lién hoan, rugu
manh, vang, tdo, dudng, nhitng bai hat tuc tan, chuyén 61 mura trén duong ve,
chuyén chung pha 130 Bédouin, chuyén mic quan cua thang Aztec cho tugng
thanh Joseph. No ké hét, ké hét. N6 tudn ra sach, né tiét 10 rdo, né tra thu.
Roi n6 thiép di trong con sbt va 4c mong.

Cac ba hang x6m ron rén ra vé, hodc mdt minh hodc thanh nhém nhé. Thinh
thoang ho dimg lai ngoai nhin thing bé hay hay bi dm kia. Nhung ho cho
nhau trude ctra nha. Khi da du mat roi ho ban tan soi noi, ho khich dong dén
muc gian dir dién cudng: an cap trimg ga nay, ldy trdm clc véi dinh nay!
Chua ké nhitng th&t ho khong duoc biét! Chang bao lau sau khong con meo

nao trong lang lai khong biét tung chi tiét cau chuyén dang so nay - néu li
vat dé thuong kia déu co thoi xdu vénh tai hong chuyén nhu céc ba chu.

“Pd du con! Do nhii ranh! Quan vo lai! Quan 1éu léng! D6 6n dich!”

“Lat nita thang con t6i vé thi no s& biét tay t6i!”

“T61 cling s€ cho théng con to1 mot tran!”

“Qat con bang nay tu6i ma dam thé a!”

“Khong con dira nao ngoan ngoan nira, cac ba a!”

“Con thang con nha toi thi s& c6 bd nd hoi tham!”

“Chting ctr vé r6i khic biét!”

Nhung dam Longeveme hinh nhu khong voi vang gi lam chuyén Vé nha va

chung sé& cang it voi vang hon néu biét duoc thang Bacaillé khi trd vé da tho
16 va gay cho bd me chiing biét bao khich dong.



“Céc ba van chua thay tim hoi chiing dau a?”

“Chua! Ching con dang lam nhting chuyén ngu ngdc gi nira day khong
biét!”

Trong khi d6 thi cac 6ng bd da vé nha lo cho gia stc an, dan chung di ung
nudc va thay co moi. Ho khong bu lu bu loa nhu cac ba vg, nhung mat ho
nhan nhoé va danh lai.

Bb Bacaillé da dé cap té1 chuyén théng con bi 6m, doa sé& kién tung va doi
boi thuong - v&i ca 14i nita chir! Cai gi chir doi ho phai mé hau bao thi ding
hong. Song ho tu thé véi long, ddng thoi ciing ndi to cho moi ngudi biét rang
s€ cho cau quy tir nha minh mot tran nén than!

“Chung vé kia r6i!” me Camus noi khi ding trén bé kho chira rom ra, dua
tay lén tran che nang ngong nhin.

Qua thyc la g?}n nhu ngay sau d6 dam con trai Longeverne xuat hién trén
duong lang, gan giéng nudc. Chung chay theo nhau, tro chuyén nhu moi
ngay.

“Vé nha ngay!” Bo Tintin dang cho 1 vat udong nudce, sang giong ra 1énh cho
thang con. “Ca thang Lebrac nita,” 6ng ndi thém, “con may, Camus, b may
da goi may ba lan r61 day.”

“Da, da, chung chau vé ngay ddy,” hai tha linh tho o dap.

Chi mot 14t sau, cac ong bd, ba me hién ra & moi ngoc ngach, moi ctra nha
l16m tiéng goi con, bat ching phai vé nha tirc thi.

Anh em Gibus va Gambette bdng dung thiy chi con ba dua ching né cho vo
dung d6 lién ciing quyét dinh ai vé nha ndy. Nhung khi Gambette leo 1én doi,
con anh em Gibus di qua khoi ngdi nha cudi cung thi bdng dung ching
khung lai.

Tu moi ngdi nha trong lang vang Ién tiéng khoc, tleng gao, tiéng churi, tleng
thd kho kheé 1an véi tleng chan dap thinh thich, tiéng ddm binh binh, tleng
ban ghé d6, hoa véi tiéng 1ii chod so hii vira bo chay vira stia dng ang, tiéng

meo lam dong 16 méo chuil®] thanh mot th 4m thanh hdn don chdi tai
chang ai ngo noi.



C6 thé noi rang khap noi ngudi ta dang dong loat bop co nhau.
Gambette dimg bat dong ling nghe, tim that lai.

Dung Ia... phai roi, dtng 1a tleng cua cac ban no! b6 la tiéng gao cla Lebrac,
tleng kéu vang troi vang dat cua La Crique, tleng rong cua Camus tleng thét
cua Tintin, tiéng kéu that thanh cta Boulot, tleng khoc va tiéng nghién rang
cua nhiing dtra khac. Ching bi danh, bi don, bi dan, bi nén!

Thé nghia 13 gi?
N lién 1én tir phia sau tro vao lang qua cac vuon céy,én qua, chir khong
dam di qua trude hiu thudce 1a cua Leéon, vi 6 d0 c6 may tay doc than dan

day dung phi pheo o 6ng tau dang binh luan nhiing cu danh tuy theo tiéng kéu
khoc, 161 ban tan mot cach trao 16ng vé sic manh nim dam cua cac ong bo.

N6 nhan ra anh em Gibus ctng dung lai, chung nhu Iii thd tron mat, 16ng
dung ca 1én, lang nghe tiéng san dudi 6n ao..

“May nghe thay gi khong? Bay c6 nghe gi khong?”

“Tui n6 bi don! Sao thé nhi?”

“Bacaillé...” Gibus anh néi. “Tao danh cudc 1a tai thang Bacaillé. Pung thé,
hoi nay n6 ve lang, co I€ luc tui minh bé no lai 1éu vo1 dong 4o quan day c...
Chac chan n6 lai mach 1éo nira ro1!”

“Chéc n6 di ké hét moi chuyén 101, théng khon nan!”

“Tui minh cling s€ 6m don néu 6ng ba gia biét chuyén.”

“Néu n6 khong khai tén minh va néu ho khong mach thi minh ctr chdi phang
l1a minh khong c6 d6.”

“Nghe kia! Nghe!...”

Mot trang tiéng nuc nd, kho khe, khoc 16¢, chui méng, de net tudn ra tir moi
nha, téa 1én cao, hoa vao nhau, ngdp tran duong pho thanh mot thir tap am
choi tai, mot 18 sabbat!®® cua dia nguc, mgt man déng ca cua nhirng ké bi
doa day.



Toan quan Longeverne, tir chi tuéng cho chi linh quén, tir dira 16n nhat t6i
dira nho nhat, tir dra khon ngoan nhat toi dtra khu kho nhéat déu bi an don.
Cac 6ng bd khong hé nuong tay (vi ho ludén nho dén chuyén cai hau bao cua
minh), ho dam, ho da, v6i giay hay voi gudc, voi phat tran hay véi gdy. Cac
ba me, khi lién quan dén nhirng dong xu, cling hua vao dir dan va khong
thuong xot. Con nhiing ¢6 chi, ¢6 em budn kho vi cam thay minh ciing c6 15
phan nao, khoc than tham thiét, van xin b6 me dung vi mot chuyén nhé mon
nhu thé ma dang tim giét nhitng dtra em, dira anh dang thuong cua ho.

Co6 bé Marie mudn nhao vao can lién bi ba me tat cho may cai nén than, ba
con doa:

“Con ranh! Dung xia vao nhing chuyén khong lién quan gi dén may! Tao
con nghe cac ba hang xom ndi rang may nhang nhit gi voi thang on con
Lebrac nira day' Tao s& day cho may biét 1a ¢ tudi may thi con gai con dira
phai nhu thé nao!”

Marie dinh cai thi bi ong bo tat cho hai cai khién hét ddm md miéng, danh
chui vao mot x6 am tham khoc.

Gambette va anh em Gibus hoang hon nén cling vé ludn, mdi dira mét
huéng. Trude d6 ching hen sang mai Gibus anh s& dén truong dé tham do
tin tirc va thtr Ba s& gip Gambette ¢ Saute dé cung di tim 1&u cta bon
Velrans, va ké cho né nghe chuyén hom nay ngi ngii ra sao.



X. Loi cudi

Néu chi con mét nguoi duy nhat duy nhat kién quyét tiép tuc dau tranh, thi
t0i s€ la nguoi ay.

Victor Hugo (Nhitng hinh phat)

Dudi stic ép ciia qua ddm c6 strc manh van ning va nhiing 1y 18 khong cai
duoc qua nhimg cai dap cuc ky chinh xac vao mong, hau hét cac chién si
Longeverne da budc phai htra, phai tuyén thé rang tir nay khong danh nhau
v6i bon Velrans nita va trong tuong lai s& khong bao gid lay trdm cuc, dinh,
van, trimg hay tién, gdy thiét hai cho ngan quy gia dinh.

Chi c6 anh em Gibus va Gambette vi ¢ trén nhitng khu dat 1am ré xa trung
tam lang nén tam thoat dugc su tring phat. Vé phan Lebrac, vn cimg dau
hon ntra ta lura nén nd khong chiu tht nhan mac cho bi danh va ham doa. No
khong htra, khong thé gi hét ma ctt cAm nhu cé chép, hay noi ding hon trong
ltc b1 don toi boi hoa la nd khong thot ra 16 rang nhu tiéng nguoi kéu ma
nguoc lai chi toan rong, gam, hi va tru Ién mot cach hao phong dén ndi moi
da thu tao hoa sinh ra han phai dem long ganh ti.

Di nhién t6i hom 4 ay nhiing dira tr¢ Longeverne nay phai di ngu vai cai bao
tir 1ép kep, cung lam dugc mot miéng banh mi kho, dugc udng nudc 13 tir

binh tudi hay chauleq,

Ngudi ta cdm chung hom sau, trude khi vao 16p, khong duoc phep choi dua,
nguoi ta 1énh cho ching ding muoi mot gio trua va bon gio chleu phai vé
nha ngay; nguoi ta cling cAm chiing tro chuyén, ngudi ta yéu cau bd Simon
cho chung thém bai lam va ca bai hoc nira, yéu cau bo canh ching viéc cach
ly chung, phat nang, phat gap d6i mdi khi c6 dira ndo ca gan pha roi su yén
lang, vi pham diéu cam doan chung d3 duogc cic chi gia dinh dong long
quyét dinh.

Tam gio kém nam ching maé1 dugce phép ra khoi nha, di hoc.

Trén duong, anh em Gibus gap Tintin mat do hoe, so val rut co dang rao
budc dudi doi mat nghiém khac ctia 6ng bd. Chiing 1én tiéng hoi tham. Nghe
thay, Tintin hoang h6t nhin r6i ¢t lang thinh nhu bi méo dép mat ludi. Véi
Boulot chung cling khong thanh cong hon gi.



Chéc chan 1a nghiém trong day!

Cac ong bo déu dung trudc cira nha. Camus cling cam nhu Tintin, con La
Crique chi nhin vai ma da noi 1én nhi€u, that nhiéu.

Gibus anh nghi ring vao trong sin truong sé hoi lai nita. Nhung b Simon
khong cho ching vao.

B6 dtng trude cira 16p, chung vira t6i 1a bd ra 1énh xép hang hai, cam khong
dugc no1 chuyén.

Gibus anh qua strc hdi tiéc da khong 1am theo su thoi thiic ban dau ctia minh
la di theo Gambette dé truy lung, con viéc té1 truong tham do tin tic thi dé
cho em no.

Chung vao 16p.

Thay gido ding thang nguoi trén buc, vé nghiém khac, cay thudc ke bang gd
mun trong tay, bat dau 1én an bang nhiing 10i 1& cuong quyét thai do hung
bao cua ching ngay hom qua, khong xirng dang la cong dan van minh song
trong mot nudc Cong hoa ma phuong cham 1a: ty do, binh dang, béc ai.

Roi 6ng so sanh ching v6i nhitng sinh vét han phai 13 gdm ghiéc nhat va
thoai hoa nhét cua tao hoa: v6i bon Apachel®8l, bon an thit nguoi, bon nd 18
thot cO dai, bon khi ¢ dao Sumatra va chau Phi xich dao, vd1 hum beo, lang
s0i, v&i thd dan & Bornéo, véi bon Bachibouzoukl®? véi bon moi r¢ xa xua
va, cail nay mai that 1a kinh khing nhat, ong két thuc bai dién van bang 161
tuyén bo rang s¢ khong dung thr mot 101 nodi chuyén nao, hé ong bat dugc
dira nao tim cach lién lac voi ban chung trong gi0 hoc hay gio ra choi thi 6ng
s& bat ngdi lai 10p ba muoi ngdy va mdi chiéu phai chép mudi trang lich str
nudc Phap hay dia Iy va phai thude long!

That la mot budi hoc rau ri cho tat ca bon chung Trong 16p tuyét khong nghe
thay tleng gi khac ngoai tleng but sot soat gian dit nghién trén mat gidy, doi
ba tiéng giay gd 1oc coc, tleng mat ban dugc than trong nang nghe kéo ket
khe kh€ nhu bi nghen, roi dén luc tra bai 1a tleng hoi coc 16¢ cia bd Simon,
tiéng doc bai ngap nglmg va rut ré cia dira bi hoi.

Nhung anh em Gibus muon biét cho bang duoc dau dudi cau chuyén, vi ndi
s¢ b1 don, nhu s¢ ludi guom Damoclés[m, van ludn lo lung trén dau chung.



Cudi cung, Gibus anh ciing tuén duoc cho Lebrac méanh gidy gh1 dleu mudn
hoi, qua sy trg giup vo van than trong ciia nhiing thang ban ngdi gan.

Lebrac, cling qua trung gian vira ké, da tra 1oi tinh hinh trong vai cau rét
thuong tam va chi thi cho Gibus anh ngan gon nhu sau:

“Thang Bacaillé bi xot lam chén dwong. L6 da khai. L6 t6 cdo hét bon minh.
Pura lao ciing bi don. Bi cam khong duoc [oi, léu khong bi don thém lita.
Phai hvra khong dwoc danh chan lita. Nhung mac ké. Bon Velrans niéu hon.
Tuy nhiéen cwr tim kho tang.”

Thé la Gibus anh dugc biét kha du r6i. Khong nén dan thém nita vao vong
nguy hiém.

Ngay chiéu hom ay no tron hoc, di theo thang Gambette. Gibus em xin 161
thay cho anh, lay c6 rang ga nguoi lam Narcisse bi dau tay nén anh n6 phai
tam thay trong 10 xay xat.

Thir Ba va thr Tu cling giong nhu thir Hai, am dam va nhi€u bai vo. Ching
tra bai tron tru nhu chao, con bai lam & nha thi can trong, ti mi va xuat sac.

Khong dira nao tim cach vi pham luat 18. Nguy hiém 1dm. Chung di démg ém
ru nhu meo va day vé phuc tung.

Ngay nao Gibus em ciing chuyén cho Lebrac cing mot mau gidy viét van tat:
“Khéng tim thay gi hét!”

Thi Sau bd Simon ndi long su canh chirng mdt it. L hoc tro da to ra that
ngoan, 10 rang ching da stta minh nhi€u, hoan toan khong con hu hong nira.
RO1 lai nghe tin Bacaillé da khoi.

N6 khoi roi1 thi khong sg bi kién cdo va boi thuong thiét hai nira nén cac 6ng
bo ba me cling ngudi gian va bét cdc can véi ching. Tuy nhién trong thé gidi
nho bé cua minh bon tré van canh giac.

Tha Bay, khi Bacaillé di ra ngoai duoc roi thi lai cang bét cing thang.
Chung dugc phép choi dua trong san truong va trong lac choi chung da cé
thé chém vao nhiing tir ngt thong thuong cua tro choi vai ba cau lién quan



dén tinh canh cta minh, nhitng cdu ngin gon, than trong va mang hai 16p
nghia, vi ching cdm thay bi theo doi.

Chu nhat, trude thanh 1& mot lac, chung d3 co thé tu tip quanh mang nude
cho stc vat va ban chuyén.

Ching thdy thiang Bacaillé nim tay bd di ngang qua. N6 khoi han roi. Trong
b quan ao da dugc ‘sua’, no to v nhao bang hon bao gio hét. Sau kinh
chiéu, chiing thay khén ngoan va can than hon ca 1a vé nha trudc khi bi thic
giuc.

Chiing than trong nhu thé 1a tot, vi hanh dong nay da khién cac 6ng bd ba me
va thay gido hoan toan yén tim, dén mirc thir Hai ho di cho phép chung dua
nghich, chuyén tro tu do nhu trudc, nhitng viée chéng do1 nao chung bo 16
va sé tin dung ludn sau bon gid' chiéu tranh xa nhiing cai tai doc doan va
nhitng cip mat soi moi day ac y.

Nhung thtr Ba chung hét strc hoi hop: Gibus anh dén truong cung v4i em no.
Gambette cling roi ngon d6i di xudng lang tur trude tam gio. NO trinh b

Simon mot manh gidy gép tu nhem nhudc dau m&. Thay gido md ra doc thiy
thu viét nhu sau:

Thura thay,

Toi xin gui thay doi nhoi rang thi na hom trudc toi da dit chau Léon o nha
de 16 tram xoc dam da xuc, vi toi bi phong thap.

Jean-Baptiste Cassard.

Chinh Gambette da thao buc thu con Gibus anh mao chu ky cua bd
Gambette dé hai nét chir khoi giong nhau. Thu dugc chap nhan ngay.

That ra chuyén nay khong lam céc chién si ban khodn, vi ching biét
Gambette thuong bi gitt & nha.

Nhung hom nay Gambette va Gibus anh ctng dén truong thi han 1 ching da
tim ra I€u cua bon Velrans va chiém lai dugc kho tang roi.

Mait Lebrac long lanh nhu mat so6i; cac chién hitu ctia n6 cling quan tam
khong kém. Chao o1, chung quén ma1 nhanh lam sao tran don cua ngay Chu



nhat trude nira! Trong tam hoén 1 tré muoi hai tudi thi nhitng 101 hira va thé
nguyén ngudi ta di dung bao luc ép udng chung thot ra nay méi nhe ténh
lam sao!

“Xong roi ha?” Lebrac hoi.

“U, xong roi!” Gambette dap.

Lebrac tai nguoi, mudn khuyu xudng. N6 nuot nudc bot.

Tintin, La Crique, Boulot da nghe cau hoi va cau tra 101. Ching cling tai
nguot luon.

Lebrac quyét dinh:
“Chiéu nay tui minh phai tu hop!”
“U, bon gio & mo da Pepiot. Néu bi bat gip thi ciing ké!”

“Minh s€ lam nhu choi tron tim,” La Crique noi, “r61 moi dia tim duong
linh t&1 do, nhung dung cho ai biét!”

“Pong y!”

D6 1a mot budi chibu xam xit 4m u. Gid bac thoi sudt ngdy, quét sach bui
duong. Bay gio da ngot. Khi lanh yén 4 phu 1én dong rudng, nhiing ang may
to di hinh mau chi nhu dua gidn & chan troi. Chang bao 1au nita s& c6 tuyét.
Nhung khong mét thu linh ndo dang chay téi mo d4 cam thay lanh ca. Tim
chung dang himg huc lira, dau 6c chiing dang sang ruc dén hoa.

“Pau?” Lebrac hoi Gambette.

“Trén do, chd mdi cia bon minh,” Gambette dap. “Ma nay, n6 sinh con d¢é
4 "7

cai ro1 day nhé!
CCA"’
R61 khi Boulot dén, né chuyén mon la dira sau cung, chung di nhanh té1 cho

trd an tam thoi. To1 noi, Gambette 161 ra tir dudi mot dong nhirng dinh véi
van cai tui to, tron cang, day nhiing clic va nang triu toan by dan dugc cua



bon Velrans.

“May tim dugc bang cach nao thé? May pha 1éu cua bon chung a?”

“Léu cua bon chung u!...” Gambette kéu 1én... “Léu u? Con khuya! Ching
lam quai gi c6 1éu. Ching ngu chét duoc, dung sao n61 mdt cai 1éu nhu cua
bon minh, ngay ca mot cai 16M1 chung ciing coc lam duoc; chung chi c6
mot thir vé van nho teo an dudi mot tang da, rat kho thay!

Phai vat va méi bo vao néi.”

“Thé a!”

“Phai, trong do chung de guom gido, gay goc thanh mot d6ng. Trude hét tui
tao bé gy sach cai dd. Ton bao stc dén ndi dau gbi tui tao dau nhu dan.”

“Thé con cai goéi nay?”

“Ay, quén chua ké cho tyi bay lam sao tui tao kiém ra cai 16 ndy cua bon

"7

chung! May bo phai biét khong dé dau 4!
Gibus anh v& voi ké:

“Tam ngay rong tui tao hoai cong tim. Bat dau thiy byc minh rdi!”
“Bay doan thir xem tui tao lam cach nao tim ra!”

“Tao chiu thua,” La Crique thuc giuc.

“Tao cling thua lu6on,” nhitng dra kia s6t rudt hua theo.

“Bay khong doan noi dau. Tui tao gip may vi dd ngé 1én troi.”
“2.7

“That day, may b téo a, tui tao da di qua day nam lan bay luot! Chot tyi tao
thdy mot 6 soc trén cay soi cach chd d6 mot chut. Gibus anh méi bao tao:

‘Khong biét c6 séc trong d6 khong nhi? May leo 1én xem thir dugce khong?’



Tao mo1 ngdm mot cai que dé choc, vi nhd co6 soc trong 6 e tho tay vao bi no
can. Tao leo 1é€n, choc que vao 6, tao thay gi nao?”

“Ca1 goi!”

“Pau c¢6! Chang thiy gi hét! Tao méi hit cai 6 xudng, khi nhin theo tao méi
phat hién ra phia dudi, hoi xich vé hudng Bac, cai 10 cua bon khon kiép
Velrans.

Tao lién tuodt ngay xudng. Gibus anh tuong tao bi séc can nén méi tudt
xudng nhanh thé. Nhung khi thay tao chay no biét ngay l1a co chuyén la day.
Bay gio tui tao li€én cudp pha kho cua ching.

Go1 cic nam tudt phia trong, dudi mot tang da to. Gan nhu chang nhin 1o cai
gi nén tao phai lay tay mo mam maoi tim dugc.

Cha, khoai c6c chiu duoc!

Nhung chua hét. Trudce khi di tao con tut quan... tin sau trong hang o cua
chung... 16i tao van tang da vé cho cli. Guom gi4o gdy ciing thé. Nay, néu
bon Velrans mo tim dudi tang da at s& biét kho tang cta chung bién thanh
thir gi. Tao lam an dugc qua, phai khong nao?”

Chung bat tay Gambette, vO bung no, thui lén lung no té long khen ngoi mat
cach xing dang.

“Chuyén nhu thé diy!” Gambette lai noi, cit ngang nhitng 10i ngoi ca no.
“Con tui bay bi don nang 1am, phai khong?”

“Chac, con phai n6i!” Lebrac dap, “lao 4o chung tham bao rang nam nay tao
van chua dugce du 1€ ban thanh thé, vi chuyén cai quan cua thanh Joseph,
nhung tao coc can!”

“Tuy vay vé cac bac bd me nhu bd me tui minh, that chéng hay ho ti nao.
Néi cho dung thi ho ca chén. Ho 1am nhu thé xua kia ho chua tung nghich
ngom nhu tyi minh vay! Rdi by gid ho tuong rang sau khi d3 tan tyi minh
ra tro thi moi viéc xong xudi va tui minh hét con dam nghi dén nghich ngom

",

ntra!

“Dung thé, d6i khi ho coi tui minh nhu 1d ngé!” Lebrac xac nhan, “Nhung ho



muon noi gi ctr viéc nodi, chi can ho hoi hot quén vu nay 1a tui minh s€ lai tim
bon Velrans, phai khong nao. Va lai s€ nhu xua!”

“U,” nd ndi thém, “tao biét co mAy dtra nhat gan khong dam choi ntra, nhung
bon bay chic chin s& choi tlep, va nhiéu dira khac nira. Ngay ca neu chi co
mdt minh tao thoi thi tao s& van t6i dé nodi vao mit bon Velrans rang tao
khinh bon chiing, rang chiing chang 14 gi khac hon 1a do ché chét, 13 thir bod
cai khong sita. Phai, tao s& ndi v4i ching nhu thé day!”

“Tui tao ciing s& theo may chir! Mic ké may 6ng ba gia!
Ho 1am nhu tui minh khong biét hoi nho ho ciing nghich y nhu vay!

An t6i xong ho bat minh di ngu, con ho ng01 tan doc voi hang x6m, choi bai
tay, bua hat dé. R6i ho chén pho mat, uéng vang, rugu manh, roi ho khoe
nhitng ‘ngdn nghé’ thoi xa xua cia ho.

Vi minh nham mat nén ho tuong minh ngu r0i, ho bao nhau thé. Nhung minh
lang nghe ma ho khong hay rang minh biét hét!

Mot t6i mua dong nim ngoai tao timg nghe bd tao ké vdi may nguoi khéc
hoi tré ong da lam thé nao dé gap me tao.

Bay biét khong, bd tao chui vao chudng bo, doi dng ba ngoai tao di ngu rdi
1én 1én nam v&i me tao; nhung mot tdi no ti nira thi bi ong ngoai tao bat gap
khi 6ng tao xudng coi lii vat l1an nira. B tao phai trén dudi mang in, ngay
trudc mom i bo, bi ching thd xdc vao miii. B6 tao dé khoc do méu!

Ong tao dang xach dén lon ton di vao, bdng dung quay phit lai, nhu thé 6ng
nhin thay bo tao, dén mirc bo tao tu nhu khong biét c6 bi 6ng nhay x6 vao
nguoi khong.

Nhung khong, ong tao dau nghi dén chuyén ay Ong tao co1 cuc quan roi
dang dai tinh bo. B6 tao ké rang Ong tao cir cam ‘d6 nghé’ vay mai! B6 tao
thay thoi gian sao ma lau thé, vi b6 tao bi ngtra o, sg bat ho. Khi 6ng tao bo
di roi thi bo tao méi ding thang nguoi 1én, the hon hén. Muoi 1am phut sau
b6 tao dd nam véi me tao & budng trén.

Ddy, ho lam nhimg chuyén nhu thé ddy! Tao héi bay chir dd c6 dira nao
trong bon minh ting lam chuyén nhang nhit thé chua? May khi minh dam



om ban gai khi tang c6 nang banh que hay qua cam. Thé ma chi vi mot thang
phan boi an cip ban thiu bi minh quét cho vai roi ma ho lam b lam tich, nhu
thé c6 con bo bi chét khong bang!”

“Nhung ho khong ngan can dugce chiung minh thuc hién nghia vu!”

“Tuy nhién, lay Chta! That 1a khén kho cho nhiing dira tré phai c6 cha co
m@!’,

Sau cau ndi nay la mot ,hc‘A)i lau yén ling. Lebrac dem giau kho tang cho dén
ngay chung tai khai chién vdi bon Velrans.

Luc di tré xudng qua nhtng bui cay ¢ Saute, dra nao cting nghi dén tran don
vira qua. La Crique budn rau vi mua tuyét sap dén hay c6 thé vi linh cam
duoc nhitng 40 tudng s& mat, nén cam khai budt miéng:

“The ma khi 16n 1€n c6 thé minh cling s€ ngd ngan nhu ho mat thoi!”

”~

HET



"M( )T T. LC PHAM VAN HOC
KINH PIEN DANH CHO THIEU NHI,

CHO NHUNG NGUOI KHONG NG. A\l VUOQT QUA

SU"E THEN CUA LOI NOL"
- Xavier Marciniak -

on tré hai lang Longeverne va Velrans
tién hanh mot cude chién tranh khuy cic! Mot
cude chién, 6t xita tic xuéa, di nhién la tré con,
nhiung khong hé kém lon lao nghiém trong. Khong
d6 mau nhu chién tranh ciia nguoi lon, duong nhién,
nhung ciing nguy hiém xiét bao khi thén da 1d roi o
tay dich ma minh thi e di dang dang! May ma
san khuy com ctic! Thiéu thit chién Igi phédm t6i hau dy
thi sao thodt khoi than phan cua ké tha bai, 6i
6 danh, 6i xdu ho, bi lot trudmg nhue nha, chim co
tong ngong, dit lan hion trach...

CUOC CHIEN KHUY CUC 1a tde phdm kinh dién
trong do Louis Pergaud, vin tai diau xanh bac ménh
ctia nude Phap, da trit vao ea nhiét tinh, ¢i nhya dai,
cd cdi hai tho song nghich di ki¢u Rabelais ciing

ndi budn tho Au vinh cttu... Mot kiét tdc. Ty tim

vid bung.

MUA BAN SACH GIA

L H

Gia: 54 {Il.'ll}t‘.l

936024
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Chu thich

U Francois Rabelais (1494, ciing c6 thé 1a 1483-1553): nha tho 16n nhét cua
Phép tho1 Phuc Hung. Trir mot vai chu thich cua tac gia (dugce ghi rd), moi
chu thich khac déu 1a cua nguoi dich (LCC).

21 ¥ noi thir van chuong bac hoc va mau muec.

BI Celte: mot toc ngudi cb xwa & Tay Au, timg c6 mit & Dirc, Phap, Tdy Ban
Nha, Anh va Ireland, sau bi nhitng toc khac nhu German, Anglo-Saxon déy
[0i. Mot nhanh quan trong 1a Gaulois (t0 tién dan toc Phap) chiu anh hudng
manh cua van hoa Latin. Nhanh con lai ¢ Ireland, Wales, Scotland va
Bretagne (Phap) van giit dugc ngodn ngu Celte c. Cho dén gitra thé ky 20,
ngudi ving Bretagne (ciing nhu ngudi dao Corse) van bi nha nudc Phap cam
dung ngdén ngir ctia minh.

4] Jean Racine (1639 - 1699): mét trong nhing tac gia ndi tiéng nhat cua
van hoc ¢6 dién Phap.

5] T6i coi day 1a diéu tién quyét (chu thich cua tac gia).
L6] Braque: mét giéng cho san.

7] Nguoi cong hoa 1a nguoi chér}g ché do quan chu, chir khong theo nghia
dang phai nhu & mot so6 nudce - chang han & My.

8] Léon Gambetta (1838 - 1882): chinh tri gia Phap, chdng lai dé ché thu
hai.

Bl O-ré-ka (Eureka): “Téi tim ra r01 , tuong truyén Archiméde da reo 1én
nhu thé khi phat hién ra dinh luat vé strc day.

1Ol Archimede (287 - 212 trude CN): tuong truyén rang nha thong thai Hy
Lap nay da dung thau kinh hoi tu anh sang mit troi d6t chién thuyén La Ma
(gan day dai hoc Athéne da thu nghiém bang cach hoi tu anh sang phan
chiéu cuia nhiéu tim khién danh bong va qua that da d6t duoc thuyén). Thau
kinh hay dau ling trong tiéng Phap déu 1 lentille, nhung Lebrac chi biét mot



nghia dau lang!
U] Giay dé gd, hién van con & mot sd ving qué... nhung 13 loai khong day.

2] Asperges me (tiéng Latin): xin vay nudc thanh cho con - ciing 14 tén bai
thanh ca dugc hat 1én vao luc nay.

W31 Don Juan: mot nhan vat tiéu thuyét noi tiéng trang hoa.
U4] Aztec: tén mot bd toc da dé & Mexico.

LLo] Bénh Murie: tén bénh nay co I€ do tac gia tu dat ra - xem thém Chuong
IV, Phan III, “Chuyén thoi qua khir oai hung”.

U6] vae victis (tiéng Latin): Khén khd cho nhitng ké chién bai.

U7) X Gaulois bi d& qudc La M4 d6 ho tir ndm 225 dén 190 trude Tay lich.
U811 e con: tiéng long chi bo phan sinh duc phu ni.

19] Chia té cac than (than thoai Hy lap).

[20] pie bang khoang 0,3208 m va put bang 0,027 m la nhing don vi do
luong & chau Au, cho téi thé ky 19, dinh tuy tién bang chi€u dai bép chan
(pied) hay ngon chan cai (pouce) cua mot 6ng hoang, ba chia nao day, nén
moi tho1 moi khac, moi nude moi khac.

21] Myria (litre): van (lit).

22] T4 gia.

[23] Victor Hugo (1802 - 1885), nha van 16n cua Phap, tac gia cac truyén
“Thang gu nha tho Buc Ba” va “Nhiing nguoi khon kho™.

[24] Bedouin: mdt sic dan du muc trong sa mac Bic Phi.

[23] Ban tiéng Phap in la Camus, rat khong hop 1y! Hén 1a nham.



[26] Tro nhay ciru: mot ngudi chi thap dé ngudi khac nhay qua - & Viét Nam
tré em cling choi tro tuong tu va goi la nhay vo.

[271 Nha dia Iy hoc nguoi Phap (1845-1918).
[28] ' : i 5. ba
Myriagram: don vi trong lugng ¢6, bang 10.000 gram.
121 Tiéng Latin, trich tir mot bai thanh ca cua W.A. Mozart (1756-1791):
[Con hay ngdi bén phai cua ta, cho té1 khi ta bat duge ké thu cua con, dat

lam ghé dau dudi chan con].

BY Tac gia chi thich: “Par Dieu! Monsieur mon amy, magis magnos
clericos non sunt magis magnos sapientes” (Rabelais, livre I, chap. XXXIX)
- nghia la: “Lay Chua! Thua ong ban cua toi, nhiing cha ¢6 to xac nhat dau
phai 1 nhimng ké sang suét nhat.”

B Kinkin: mét ké sin ban trom thudng say bét nhé nao ddy (xem thém
Chuong “Bira tiéc trong rung”).

B2l Rygu ap xanh hay rugu kho ngai.

B3] Thudc 14 hit: loai dé dan ghién hit vao mii, thay vi hit bang miéng, khi
muon tranh lam phién nguoi chung quanh.

B34] Otto von Bismark (1815 - 1898): thu tuéng Phd, nguodi da thdng nhét
nudc Duc.

331 Nguyén van: Ché voi ban bo da giu khi ta chua ha duoc giu.
36] Tjéu ngir ciia nude Phap ké tir cach mang 1789.

B7 Tam dich “Alboche”, tir miét thi chi nguoi Dirc.

138] Bay ngua gio6 (cavale du vent): tac gia vi gié nhu nguya.

B32] Adonis: nhan vt dep trai trong than thoai Hy Lap.



1801 Ao céc linh muc mic khi lam 1é.

4] T ourdes: thanh pho nhoé & gan ring Pyrénées, noi don rang Pic Ba
Maria tung hién ra nhleu lan (nim 1858). Hang nam rat dong ngu’ol mo dao
hanh huong dén day dé cau khoi bénh nan y va xin “nudc thanh’

[42] Fenimore Cooper (1789 - 1851), nha van My ndi tiéng, tac gia quyén
“Nguoi Mohican cudi cung”.

[43] “Nong thén thuc tinh” va “Dém lra”.

144] Tré¢ em dao Thién Chua chi dugc nhén banh thanh trong nhiing budi
thanh 1€ sau khi da qua duoc ky ““sat hach” vé gido 1y 1an dau tién.

[43] Theo Kinh thanh (Tan uéc) thi thanh Joseph 1a chong Piic Me Maria,
nhung khong phai cha dé cua Chuaa Jésus.

[46] Chua Troi c6 ba ngdi ngang nhau: Chua Cha, Chuia Con va Chua Thanh
than. B¢ ctru chudc to1 161 cho loai ngudi, Chua Con da dau thai xuéng tran

gian, chiu dong dinh trén gia thap tu (Chua Jésus).

[47] That ra chi c6 mot soi con tot, sgi kia dat (xem Chuong “Coc tréi hanh
hinh”).

48] Gabriel Mirabeau (1749 - 1791): chinh trj gia Phap.
[49] panthéon: lang cac vi nhan Phap.
130 Bas de Cuir: méot nhan vt trong truyén tranh ciia Georges Ramaioli.

Bl Georges Danton (1759 - 1794), mot trong nhing 1anh tu cta cach mang
Phap 1789.

1521 761 rAt mong ba hing néu trén s& cam on t6i d ty phat quang cdo cho ho
bang cach moi hang gui cho t61i mot hdp thude ngon nhat (chi thich cua tac
gia).



[53] La Joconde, hay Mona Lisa, 1a buc danh hoa nguoi dan ba véi nu cuoi
“bi an” cua Leonardo da Vinci (1452 - 1519).

[54] Isis: nit thdn Ai Cap thoi ¢ dai.

B3] Try Lebrac khong tu hoan ho dé nghi ctia minh, con 44 daa! Co6 vai chd
tac gid nham gitra 45 va 40 dua.

1561 Tiéng Phap 1a “Passe tes cornes’ (Chuyén cai stng cua ba/ong di!) - Tac
gia chu thich: Han la Pax tecum! (ti€éng Latin, nghia la: Cau cho 6ng/ba dugc
an lanh).

7] Estitut va Patéon: do Camus phat am sai Institut (de France) 1a Vién Han
lam Phap va Panthéon, & Paris, 1a noi tho cac vi nhan Phap.

B8] Murie: ¢6 18 la tén do tac gia ty dat cho mot thr bénh dich mua viém
nhiét, nén khong thay trong nhi€u Tur di€n tiéng Phap.

321y Camus mubn néi “con chién” (Téc gia).

[60] judas: theo Kinh thanh (Tan wéc) thi Judas, nguyén la mot d6 dé cua
Chua Jésus, da ban Chtia cho quan La Ma. Do do, Judas dong nghia vdi phan
boi.

6111 ouis de Crillon, mot vién tu 1énh ndi tiéng thé ky 16, ban va chién hiru
cua vua Henri IV. Sau chién thang ¢ Arques, nha vua viét cho Crillon: “Hay
treo co di, hdi Crillon diing cam. Quan ta thang tran Arques, con nguoi vang
mat!”

[62] Chiéu thir Nam cac truong tiéu hoc thudng nghi.
[63] Am chi cac ong ¢ dao (vi ho mac 4o den).

[64] Chéroub: thién than 4nh sing canh giit vuon dia dang, sau khi “t6 tong

loai ngudi” 14 Adam va Eve bi Chua Troi dudi vi dd dam ci 10i, an trai cAm
(Kinh thanh - Cyu U6c).



1631 G Au My nha ctra thuong dong im im, nén c6 nha 1am mét 6 trong & cira
chinh - ¢6 tam che chan - da Ién cho méo ¢6 thé ra vao bat cu luc nao.

166] Tiéng Do Thai la ngay 18 thd' phung Chua Troi; v6i dao Hoi 1a ngay thir
Sau, v&i dao Do Thai 1a ngay thir Bay, va1 dao Thién Chua la ngay Chu nhat.

671 Thuo t6i con bé hau nhu nha nong nao cling chira nuge trong bon gd, roi
muc ra chau dong. Khi khat, nguoi ta udng nude tir chau ay (chd thich cia
tac gid).

L68] Mot toc da do & Bic My.

[@q Mot thir linh danh thué chuyén cudp boc cua dé qudc Ottoman (nay 1a
Tho Nhi Ky) vao thé ky 15, 16.

701 ¥ noi tuy gip may man nhung van con bi de doa (than thoai Hy Lap).

71 Trong ban tiéng Phap tac gia dung tir “bacul” 1a miéng day da thong
dudi dudi ngua kéo xe. O day tam dich 1a cai 16 cho twong hinh va dé hiéu.
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