


That kho biét nén bat dau cau chuyén nay tir dau, nhwng t6i chon khéi diém
la bita an trwva ¢ nha muc sw vao mot ngay thir tw. Tuy cudc chuyeén tro hém
ay vé co ban chang lién quan gi dén sy viéc dang dwoc néi dén, nhung né
van chita ding vai tinh tiét c6 anh hwdng dén nhirng dién bién sau do.

T6i méi cat xong miéng thit bo ndu k¥ (tién thé néi ludn la dai nhach), va
vira dat minh xuéng ghé to6i vira binh luan theo cach khong may phu hop véi
bd 4o minh dang madc, rang nguwdi nao trv khit dugc dai td Protheroe xem
nhv lam phuc cho thién ha.

Dennis, thang chau t6i, budt miéng: “Ngay nao ngudi ta tim thay ong ay
nam trén viing mau thi diéu bac néi sé bat 1gi cho bac dé. Co sé dirng ra lam
chitng ding khong, c6 Mary? Co ay sé khai bac da vung con dao lang thit
1én khong chut khoan dung nhw thé nao.”

Mary, ngwoi phuc vu trong nha muc vu véi dong lwong ngay cang cao va
cong viéc ngay cang thodi mai hon, néi gon lon: “Rau né,” r6i vung vang an
chiéc dia niit xuéng tredc mat thang bé.

Vo toi héi giong thong cam: “Ong ta van khé chiu 1dm hd minh?”

T6i khong dap ngay, vi Mary sau khi dan dia rau xudng ban, lai tiép tuc di
moén banh bao nhdo nhoét va cuc ky khé nudt ngay tredc mat t6i. T6i néi,
“Cam on, t6i khong dung,” thé la c6 ta dat dia xudng ban danh xoadng roi
buwdc ra khoi phong.

“Em quan viéc nha chang ra lam sao minh nhi?” Giong vg t6i thoang chuit
an han.

Veé diéu nay thi t6i san sang dong y vdi nang. Vo t6i tén la Griselda — cai
tén rat hgp véi vg mot muc suw. Nhung chi phu hgp c6 chitng ay thoi. Con ra,
nang tuyét doi khong phai la loai nhu mi dé bao.
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T6i ludn cho rang la muc s thi khong nén lap gia dinh. Nhuwng vi sao t6i
lai hoi thic Griselda két hon véi téi chi sau hai mwoi bon tiéng dong ho
quen nhau, dén bay gio toi cling khong hiéu néi minh nita. Vi t6i, hon nhan
la hé trong, can tim hiéu lau dai va dan do can nhac r6i mdi tién téi chuyén
tram nam, va nhat la phai hgp nhau vé sé thich cting nhu tinh tinh.

Griselda tré hon t6i gan hai mwoi tu6i. Nang yéu kiéu dén mic lam thién
ha dién ddo, nhung lai hoan toan khong c6 kha nang lam bat c& viéc gi cho
ra hon. Chuyén gi nang ciing vung vé, va song véi nang nhiéu khi that mét
moi. Nang xem gido khu nhw mét th tro dua 16n phuc vu thu tiéu khién cta
minh. T6i da c6 uén nan nang nhung that bai. Hon bao gio hét t6i cang tin
chac tinh trang doc than la diéu gidi tu hanh ao wéc. Toi thwong tim cach
béng gi6 nhu thé vdi Griselda, nhung nang chi cudi to.

“Minh a,” t6i bdo, “gia nhu minh chiu khé tap dé tam mot chut...”

“Thi em van lwu y day chit,” Griselda dap. “Nhung néi chung em thay
minh cang c6 gang thi moi viéc cang té hon. R0 rang tinh em khong quéan
duwgc viéc nha. Vi thé em nghi t6t hon hét cit giao khoan moi viéc cho Mary
va chap nhan séng lang nhang ciing nhue an uéng linh tinh cho xong minh a.”

“Con chong em day thi sao hd minh?” T6i hoi giong trach moc, ré6i nhg
lai m6t doan trich tir Kinh Thanh vé ngay tan cia mot con nguwdi khon kho
bat hanh, t6i néi thém: “Ba ta da cham s6c nguwdi than ctia minh nhw thé
do...”

“Nghi xem, minh khong bi su tit xé xac hoac bi 1én gian hoa thiéu la phuc
bdy muoi doi roi nhé,” Griselda voi ngét 10i t6i. “An uéng khong vira
miéng, nha ctta bui bam hay ru6i muoi thi c6 gi ghé gém ma phai lam am
1én co chit! Minh ké tiép em nghe vé dai ta Protheroe di. Du sao, Co Bdc
giao khong c6 nguoi trong gitt nha tho ma dam ra lai hay.”

“Lado gia cuc suc vénh vang,” Dennis noi. “Cha trach ba vg dau cta ong ta
phai bo cia chay ldy nguoi.”

“Ba ta con biét lam gi khac hon thé nita,” vo toi noi.

“Griselda, t6i khong cho phép minh an néi thé dau nhé,” t6i xang giong.
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“Cung a, ké em nghe vé 0ng ta xem nao,” vg t6i au yém. “Chuyén gi vay
hé minh? C6 phai chuyén trg té Hawes sudt ngay gat ga gat gu lam dau
thanh khong?”

Hawes la trg té€ mdi ctia ching t6i, vira dén day chi hon ba tuan 1é. Cau ay
theo quan diém Thuong Gido hoi* va an chay vao thit sdu hang tuan, con dai
ta Protheroe lai chong do6i moi nghi 1é dwdi bat ky hinh thitc nao.

“Qua Ong ta da c6 dé cap chuyén 4y, nhung lan nay thi khong phai vay.
Moi rac roi la tir to tién mot bang cta ba Price Ridley minh a.”

Ba Price Ridley la mot ngudi sung dao trong gido khu. Vao budi 1é ding
ngay gio con trai minh, ba da cung t0 mot dong bang vao hom cong ditc; sau
dé khi doc thong bao tong sé tién quyén gop, thay td bac 16n nhat dugc liét
ké chi la t& muai shilling*,” ba rat phién long.

Ba phan nan vdi t6i vé diéu nay, va t6i vach ra cho ba thay han ba da
nham lan.

‘Chung ta chang ai con tré nhw xwa, va do la cai gia ching ta phdi trd cho
thoi gian,” t6i c6 gang két thic cau chuyén mot cach lich sy, nhung khong
ngo 10i noi caa t6i chi cang choc gian ba nhiéu hon. Ba bao viéc nay rat ky
qudc va hét sitc ngac nhién vi sao t6i lai khong nhan ra. Roi ba quay qua bo
di va mang chuyén byc boi nay ké cho dai tad Protheroe, t6i doan vay.
Protheroe la nguwdi hé c6 dip la thich 1am to chuyén. Dang tiéc 6ng ta lai sinh
s am 1 vao ngay thit tw, ma cac budi sang thi¢ tw toi thwong gidang & Church
Day School, nén viéc nay khién t6i hét sitc burc bdi va dau 6c bi r6i tung suodt
ngay hom do.

“A, em nghi chic hin 6ng ta thich thd 1&m,” vg tdi néi nhu thé c6 géng
néu quan diém ctia minh mot cach cong bang. “Chang c6 ai xun xoe quanh
ong ta ma goi 6ng ta la muc su kinh mén, chang ai théu hai cho 6ng ta hay
tang 6ng ta qua Giang sinh. Pén vg con 6ng ta con ngan 6ng ta tan co... Em
cho rang chuyén vira roi khién ldo dy vui swéng vi cam thay ta day cling co
luc quan trong.”

“Nhung c6 nhat thiét phai gay sw nhw thé dau!” T6i van con do6i chut cau
gian. “T6i nghi 6ng ta hoan toan khéng nhan ra diéu am chi trong 16i néi cua
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minh, 6ng ta mudn kiém tra toan bd s6 sach ctia nha tho — dé xem liéu c6
tham 6 hay khong — 6ng ta néi diing nhw vay d6. Tham 6 a? Ong ta nghi
ngo toi bién thu quy cda nha tho hay sao?”

“Khong ai c6 thé nghi ngd minh vé bat ¢ diéu gi, minh a,” Griselda noi.
“Minh luon ditng trén moi ngd virc mot cach qua rd rang minh bach dén
mic do cling la co hdi quy bau cho minh. Em wéc gi minh bién tha quy
truyén gido di. Em ghét may nguoi truyén gido lam — chang bao gio wa néi
ho.”

L€ ra toi da khién trach nang vi y nghi trén, nhung ngay lic dy Mary lai
mang vao mon banh pudding gao con chwa kip chin tGi. Toi nhe nhang phan
doi thi Griselda da bao nguwdi Nhat bao gid cling an com ntta séng ntta chin
va két qua la dau 6c ho thudc hang siéu viét.

“Em cam doan néu minh dung mén pudding gao nay moi ngay cho dén
chu nhat thi minh sé cé bai gidng siéu pham ddy,” nang n6i thém.

“Lay troi dirng nhw thé,” t6i rung minh dap. “Chiéu t6i mai Protheroe sé
dén day va sé cung t6i kiém tra s6 sach. T6i con phdi chuan bi bai gidng
hom nay nita. Nhac dén méi nhd, t6i qua mai mé chudng trinh Reality cta
Canon Shirley nén chwa kip lam xong. Con minh, chiéu nay minh lam gi ha
Griselda?”

“Lam nghia vu cta em,” Griselda dap. “Nghia vu ctia v¢ muc su quan
nhiém. Tiéc tra va chuyén gau lic bon gio rudi minh a.”

“Co nhitng ai dén du?”

Griselda dém trén dau ngoén tay, mat rang ngoi vé ditc hanh:

“Co ba Price Ridley va ba Wetherby nay, r6i ba Hartnell va ba Marple hac
am ay nita.”

“Tdi thi lai thich ba Marple,” ti néi. “It ra ba y con biét hai huéc.”

“Ba ay la ba c6 khong chong quai chiéu nhat lang nay,” Griselda dap.
“Bat ctt chuyén 16n chuyén nhé gi ba ta cling biét — va toan suy ra nhitng
diéu toi té nhat.”

Nhw da néi, Griselda tré hon toi rat nhiéu. Con & tudi toi bay gid, toi hiéu
diéu toi té nhat thwong lai la sy that.
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“Nay, dirng c6 mong chau dén dung tra nhé, Griselda,” Dennis bao.

“Quy stt!” Griselda dop lai.

“Thi sao! Nhung cho bac hay, hom nay nha Protheroe da moi chau choi
tennis réi day.”

“Quy su!” Griselda lai noi.

Dennis khon khéo rt lui, va Griselda cung toi vao phong lam viéc.

“Em ty hoi khong biét sé c6 ai dén dung tra day,” Griselda n6i. “Tién si
Stone va c6 Cram, em nghi thé, va c6 thé c6 ba Lestrange nita. A, hdm qua
em goi dién nhung ba dy vang nha. Vang, em chac chan ba Lestrange sé dén
dung tra. Ma cai cach ba ay don vé day & va hoa hoan lam md&i buéc ra khéi
nha qua la bi an phai khong minh? Hét nhw trong truyén trinh tham ay. Minh
xem nay — ‘Ba dy la ai, ngwoi phu nit bi an véi khuén mat xinh dep nhot
nhat kia? Qua kht ba ta ra sao? Chang ai biét duwgc. Co6 chit gi nhué6m mau
tai wong quanh ba ay.” Em nghi chac bac si Haydock quen biét ba ta minh
a.”

“Minh doc qua nhiéu truyén trinh tham roi, Griselda a,” t6i 6n ton nhan
xét.

“Con minh thi sao chi¥?” nang vac lai t6i. “H6m no khi minh ngoi day
soan bai Phic am thi em di tim khap noi khéng ra cuon vét ban trén cau
thang; cu6i cung em phdi vao hdi xem minh c6 thdy né & dau khong, va em
da thay gi minh nhi?”

T6i dé mat.

“T6i chi cam 1én xem qua théi. Tinh cd thoang thdy mét cau va...”

“Em biét ngay cai cau tinh co ay la gi roi,” Griselda dap roi hung hon
trich dan. “Thé r6i xay ra mot viéc hét sitc la ling — Griselda ditng day
bang qua phong va au yém 6m hon 6ng chong luong tudi cia nang.”

R6i nang lam ding theo cau chit vira doc.

“Chuyén nay c6 gi la dau hd minh?” toi hoi.

“La cht sao khong!” Griselda dap. “Minh c6 hiéu khong Len, 1é ra em da
c6 thé cudi mot bo trudng, mot tong nam twdc, mot 6ng cha cong ty giau co,
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ba vién s quan va mot chang lang t¥ banh bao, thé nhung em lai chon minh.
biéu dy chang lam minh ngac nhién sao?”

“Vao ldc ay thi diang la t6i hét sitc ngac nhién va van thwong ty héi vi sao
minh lai chon t6i.”

Griselda cuoi.

“Vi viéc ay lam em cdm thdy minh cé quyén lyc vo song,” nang thu thi.
“Nhitng ngwoi khac chi don thuan thdy em tuyét voi va di nhién cudi dwoc
em la ho v0 cung sung swéng. Con minh thi khong thich cling khong hai
long em vé bat ctt chuyén gi, va lic &y minh c@ nhw khong chiu dung n6i em
vay! Con nguoi kiéu ky trong em lam sao c6 thé chap nhan diéu dé co chit!
Tha ngdm ngam lam ai d6 mat an mat ngl em thay con thu vi hon lam binh
hoa di dong trang tri trong nha ho. Em khién minh cuc ky kho an kho &, lic
nao ciing choc ngody, vdy ma minh van si em phat dién d6 théi. Minh mé
em nhu diéu do, c6 diung khong minh nhi?”

“Dwong nhién t6i rat yéu minh, minh a.”

“Qi Len, minh mé em &y chi?. Minh c6 nhé cdi ngdy em & thanh phd danh
dién vé nhrng minh khong nhan dwgc vi hom dy em gai ba trudng phong
buu dién chuyén da sinh doi nén ba ta quén bang chuyén dién di khong?
Minh c6 nhé minh da lo lang ra sao va goi cho Scotland Yard lam am 7 thé
nao khong?”

Co nhitng viéc nguoi ta ghét phai nhd lai. Hoi dy qua that toi cue ky dién
6. Toi noi:

“Cung a, néu minh khong phién thi t6i muon tiép tuc soan bai giang.”

Griselda cau kinh thé dai danh swot, nang vo toc toi roi bu 1én réi lai vuodt
cho mugt va nai:

“Minh khoéng xttng véi em dau. Thyc sy minh chang xitng. Em sé hen ho
v6i anh chang hoa si, em sé lam cho ma xem — that day. Roi sé c6 xi-cang-
dan trong gido phan nay, minh chd nhé.”

“Pa c6 nhiéu vu nhw thé roi,” t6i nhe nhang dap.

Griselda cuwoi pha lén, hon gié toi roi buwdc qua ctra hong ra khéi van
phong.
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Griselda la ngudi rat thich choc titc ké khac. Ho6i ndy lic roi ban an, tam
trang t6i hoan toan thodi mai dé chuan bi cho bai néi chuyén day strc thuyét
phuc & Hiép hoi ngudi Co Doc, con bay gid thi long da tdéi bon chén rdi
tung.

Ngay khi t6i vira thwc sy cam thdy dé chiu hon mdét chit thi Lettice
Protheroe tir ngoai dat vao phong.

T6i dung tr ‘dat’ 1a c6 suy nghi chin chan. T6i da doc nhiéu tiéu thuyét
trong do 16p tré duwgc mo ta tran tré nang lwgng — joie de vivre*, 1a nguon
sinh Iyc tuyét voi cua tudi thanh nién... vé phan minh, bat c ngwoi tré tuoi
nao t6i tinh co gap déu c6 dang dap cua nhitng linh hon dang yéu. Budi xé
trira hom ay trong Lettice cyc ky giong hon ma bong qué. Co xinh dep, trang
tréo cao rdo va hoan toan lang dang. C6 dat vao phong qua 16i ctta hong lang
lang 16t chiéc mii béré vang trén dau va lo dang thi thao vdi vé ngac nhién
Xa Xxam:

“O! Muc su day w?”

C6 mot con duong mon dan tiw Old Hall xuyén qua ritng dén gan cong
khu viron nha muc vu ching t6i, vi thé ngudi nao t hwéng ay dén déu vao
16i nay va buéc qua ctra hong van phong thay vi danh mot vong xa hon trén
dwong dé vao cong trwdce. T6i khong bat ngd viéc Lettice di 16i nay, nhung
toi hoi buc vé thai do cta c6 bé.

Néu ban dén nha muc vy, han ban phai san sang gap muc s chit!

Lettice buéc vao roi buéng minh xudéng mot chiéc ghé banh to. Cé bang
quo giat giat toc trén dau, mat dam dam nhin 1én tran nha:

“Dennis c6 ¢ day khong a?”

“Tw Idc an troa dén gio ta khong gdp nd. Ta nghe néi n6 sang bén con
choi tennis ma.”
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“O1” Lettice dap. “Mong la cau dy khong dén. Cau 4y sé khong gip ai &
nha ca.”

“No6 bao con c6 hen véi ng.”

“Con nghi la minh c6 hen, nhung dén thit sau kia. Hom nay mdi thi¢ ba.”

“Hom nay la thit tw,” toi noi.

“Qi! Té qua,” Lettice n6i. “Thé c6 nghia day la lan thit ba con quén ding
bita v6i ban bé.” May thay viéc nay chang c6 vé lam c6 lo lang gi nhiéu.
“Con Griselda c6 day khong a?”

“Ta nghi con c6 thé tim c6 dy ¢ xuwdng vé trong vieon — co ay dang ngoi
mau cho Lawrence Redding.”

“Pa c6 chuyén hét sitc am 1 vé anh ay,” Lettice néi. “V&i bé con, muc suw
biét khong. B6 con khing khiép lam.”

“Lam am — ma chuyén gi xdy ra vay?” t6i héi tham.

“B0O con phat hién viéc anh ay vé tranh cho con. Ma tai sao anh ay lai
khong duwoc vé con mac o tam kia chi¥? Néu con mdc do tam ra bai bién thi
tai sao khong thé mac do tam trong tranh?”

Lettice ngung mot chut roi tiép tuc:

“That v6 Iy — b0 con cdm ctta moi chang trai. DT nhién Lawrence va con
chi cudi x0a vao cai chuyén dy. Con sé dén day va ngoi mau trong xwdng vé
clia muc su.”

“Khong, co bé a,” t6i ndi. “Néu bo con ngan cam thi khong duwgc dau.”

“Oi, muc su kinh mén, sao moi ngudi déu khé khin vay,” Lettice thé dai.
“Con mét moi lam muc sw a, mét that do6. Néu co tién thi con da boé di tr 1au,
nhung vi khong c6 nén con danh chiu. Gia nhw bé chét di gium thi sé 6n cho

»

con.

“Con dirng néi thé, Lettice.”

“A, néu b6 khong mudn con cau dng ay chét thi ng ay dirng qua riét réng
vé chuyén tién nong. Con khong ngac nhién vi sao me con lai réi bo 6ng ay.
Muc su biét khéng, 1au nay con c nghi me con da chét r6i. Khong biét
nguoi dan 6ng tré ma me con chay theo thudc loai ngudi nao, 6ng ta cé tr té
khong nhi?”
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“H6i ay bd con chwa vé song & day con a.”

“Con ty hoéi me con gio ra sao nhi. Con nghi sém muodn gi Anne ciing sé
theo nguoi khac. Anne ghét con — ba ta lic nao ciing t¥ t€ véi con nhung
lai ghét con. Ba ay dang gia di va ba dy khong muon thé. Cai gia c song
soc dén, muc su thiy dé.”

Chang biét Lettice c6 dinh nwéng hét budi chiéu trong phong lam viéc ctaa
toi khong nhi!

“Muc su c6 thdy may cai dia hat cta con & dau khong, thwa muc su?” co
héi.

“Khong con a.”

“Chan that, khong biét con dé chiing & dau nita. Chu ctin nha con vitra di
lac, con dong ho deo tay thi khong biét nam & noi nao. Nhung ciing chang
sao vi n6 da chét mdy roi. Oi sao budn ngt thé khong biét, sdng nay dén tan
muoi mot gio con mai thitc gidc kia ma. Pdi toan chuyén rac r6i muc su nhi.
Oi troi, con phai di thdi, tién si Stone mdi con dén xem khai quat di chi khao
c6 vao lic ba gio.”

To6i liéc nhin déng hé va nhan ra con nam phut hai mwoi gidy nita la dén
bon gio.

“That vay u? Khiép qua! Khong biét ho c6 chd con khong hay da di r6i.
Con nghi du sao minh ciing nén dén cho phai phép.”

Co ding lén va dat ra khéi phong, vira ngoai dau lai thi thao:

“Muc st nhd néi voi Dennis, muc sw nhé?”

T6i mdy moc v mot tiéng, roi khi nhé ra khong biét minh sé phai noi gi
v6i Dennis thi d@ qua mudn. Nhung t6i nghi rat c6 thé chang c6 gi quan
trong. Toi lai ngdm nghi viéc tién si Stone, mot nha khao ¢6 lttng danh méi
dén day va ngu tai Blue Boar trong thdi gian ong ta giam sat viéc khai quat
mot ng6i mo nam trén dat nha dai ta Protheroe. Hai nguwoi da nhiéu lan 1oi
qua tiéng lai v&i nhau, vi thé viéc ong ta moi Lettice dén xem khai quat
khién toi thay buén cuoi.

T6i chot nghi Lettice cling thudc loai ddo dé chit chang phai vira, lam sao
co c6 thé an y vGi c6 Cram, thw ky cua nha khao c6 cho dwge. C6 Cram la
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mot cO gai hai mwoi lam tudi manh khoe, thich 6n ao, an mac mau meé sac
s0, tinh tinh s6i n6i yéu doi va mom thi 16n nhén nhitng rang la rang.

Dan trong lang ngudi thi cho rang c6 chang t6t dep hay hém gi, nguoi thi
bdo c6 dang rap tam trd thanh ba tién si Stone khi c6 co hoi. Du sao thi co
v0i Lettice cling khac nhau mot troi mot vuc.

T6i c6 thé hinh dung canh nha Protheroe chang vui vé hoa thuan gi cho
lam. Khodng nam nam trudc, vién dai ta tai hon. Ba hai Protheroe la mot
phu nit rat xinh dep mang phong thai hoi khac thuwong. T6i doan quan hé
gitta ba ta va con gai riéng ctia chong khong may tot dep.

Cong viéc cua toi lai bi gian doan, lan nay la do Hawes, trg t€ mdi cua toi.
Anh ta mudn biét ré6 cudc nédi chuyén riéng gitta t6i va Protheroe. Toi dap
rang dai ta phan nan vé ‘khuynh huwéng than Rome’ cia Hawes, nhung muc
dich 6ng ta dén tham t6i lai hoan toan khac. Poéng thoi t6i cling bay to sw
phdn d6i ctia minh va noéi thang Hawes phai vang lénh t6i. N6i chung cau ay
tiép thu rat to6t moi 10i phé binh.

Hawes vé roi, t6i lai thdy hoi an han vi khong thé quy mén cau ta nhiéu
hon. Viéc thich hay khong thich ai d6 mot cach vo ¢é chac chan la diéu hoan
toan trai ngugc véi tinh than Co Boc.

To6i thd dai nhan ra kim dong ho trén ban lam viéc da chi nam gio kém
mu0oi lam (that ra chi méi bon gid rudi), va tdéi budc ra phong khach. Bon
giao dan trong giao khu cua t0i da tu hop ¢ do vai tach tra trén tay. Griselda
ngoi sau ban tra, co gang té ra ty nhién nhung cang 16 vé ling ting hon moi
ngay.

To6i dwa tay chao mot vong roi ngoi xudng gitta ba Marple va ba
Wetherby.

Ba Marple téc bac pho, phong thai nhe nhang va 16i cudn, con ba
Wetherby thi vira khé chiu lai vira 6n ao, nhung trong hai ngudi thi ba
Marple mdi la ngwoi 1gi hai hon ca.

“Chung em dang khao chuyén vé tién si Stone va c6 Cram,” giong c6 vg
toi ngot nhu mia lui.
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Lic ay mot cau ve hai hwdc do Dennis bia ra thoang qua 6c t6i: ‘Co Cram
viéc dy cha thém dé tai.’

Toi wdc gi c6 thé doc 16n 1én cau veé nay xem phan ng cac ba ra sao,
nhung may thay t6i kip git* mom.

“Con nha t té thi chang ai lam th€,” ba Wetherby néi cdc 16c r6i mim doi
moi mong ra vé ché bai.

“Lam cai gi a?” t6i héi do.

“Thi lam thw ky cho mét nguwdi dan 6ng doc than dy ma,” giong ba
Wetherby kho chiu.

“Oi ba ban than mén, t6i thi nghi 1am thw ky cho dan 6ng c6 vg méi 1a té
nhat,” ba Marple néi. “Ba nhd lai chuyén Mollie Carter khon khé xem.”

“Pan 6ng ma song xa vg thi thé nao chang sinh chuyén,” ba Wetherby
noi.

“Ngay cad mot s6 nguwdi cé vg bén canh cling thé thoi,” ba Marple thi thao.
“To6i con nhao...”

T6i ngat ngang dong hoi twong day xdc pham ay: “Nhung ro rang ngay
nay phu nit cing c6 thé di lam nhw dan 6ng ma.”

“La bo nha bé ctra vé qué, la cung vao khach san hay sao?” ba Price
Ridley gay gat.

Ba Wetherby ru ri v&i ba Marple:

“Hai phong ngt lai chung mot tang nita chi...”

R6i ho dwa mat nhin nhau.

Ba Hartnell, dang ngudi day dan phong swong va la noi khiép hai ctia dan
ngheo thi cao gigng vui vé:

“Céai 6ng tién si tdi nghiép kia thé ndo ciing nhanh chéng sap bay. Ong ta
ngay tho nhw dita tré con chwa lot 1ong me, roi cac ba xem.”

That ky la cho cach néi ay. Trong sé cac ba c6 ngoi day, liéu ba nao cé
kinh nghiém dé biét mot hai nhi con trong bung me ra lam sao khong nhi?!

“That kinh tom, tdi néi thé ddy!” Ba Hartnell tiép tuc véi vé bd ba. “Ong
ta gia hon con bé kia it nhat hai mwoi lam tu6i.”
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Ba giong phu nit dong thoi cat 1én ban tan nhitng chuyén khong dau vao
dau, tr cudc di nghi mat cua doi dong ca nam dén sy c6 dang tiéc trong budi
hop cac ba me vira qua, r6i chuyén nha thd cé nhiéu gié lua... Ba Marple
nhay mat vGi Griselda.

“Ba c6 nghi don gian la ¢c6 Cram chi mu6n tim mot cong viéc t6t hay
khong?” vo t6i hoi. “Va co ay chi xem tién si Stone nhw 6ng chu tho6i?”

Lang thinh. R0 la ca bon ba khong ai dong y. Ba Marple pha v& im lang
bang cach vo nhe canh tay Griselda.

“Phu nhan than mén, c6 con tré lam, ma tudi tré thwong cé y nghi ngay
tho nhu thé.”

Griselda phan nd tra 16i dau 6c nang chang hé ngay ngo.

“Di nhién véi ai c6 cling nghi tot cho ho ca,” ba Marple n6i ma khong chd
y dén phan rng vira roi.

“Co that ba nghi rang c6 Cram mudn két hon vé6i cai ong hoi dau chan
ngat ay khong?”

“Toi nghe nodi ong ta giau sy,” ba Marple dap. “Phai t9i tinh tinh hoi nong
ndy. HOm no 6ng ta da cai nhau mét tran kinh hén véi dai ta Protheroe.”

Ai ndy déu chém ngudi 1én cham chu nghe.

“Pai ta Protheroe bao 6ng ta la do dot nat.”

“Pung la cai nha ong Protheroe, ma cling that vo ly,” ba Price Ridley néi.

“Pai ta Protheroe nhw thé la ding r6i, nhung chuyén dy thi khong vo ly
dau,” ba Marple néi. “Cac ba c6 nhé ngudi phu nit dén day ty xung la dai
dién Quy phuc lgi xa hoi khéng? Sau khi thu tién xong thi chang thay tam
hoi ba ta dau nita, ma ba ta ciing chang hé dinh dang gi dén Quy phtic lgi. Ta
thuwong dé tin ngwoi nén nghi ai cling giong nhw minh ca.”

Toi thi chang bao gid xem ba Marple la nguwdi dang tin cay.

“Con c6 chuyén am 1 vGi hoa si Redding nita phai khong?” ba Wetherby
héi.

Ba Marple gat dau.
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“Pai ta Protheroe dudi cdu ta ra khoi nha. Hinh nhu cau ta vé Lettice mac
do tam.”

Qua la tin giat gan dung luc!

“To6i van nghi gitta chiing phdi c6 chuyén gi do6,” ba Price Ridley noi.
“Anh chang kia Iuc nao cling lang vang & nha ong ta. TQi nghiép con bé
khong c6 me, con me ké thi lam sao bang me rudt dugc.”

“T6i dam chac ba Protheroe da hét sitc ¢6 gang,” ba Hartnell noi.

“Bon con gai tinh khon 1am,” ba Price Ridley phan nan.

“Chuyén tinh lang man nhi,” ba Wetherby von da caAm hon, 1én tiéng. “Ma
trong cau ta rat dién trai.”

“Nhung lai phong dang!” ba Hartnell noi. “Nghé si nay! Paris nay! Bam
nguwdi mau nay! Néi chung la thé! Chac chan luon!”

“Vé con bé mac 4o tam thi chang hay ho chiit nao,” ba Price Ridley tiép.

“Ong &y cfing v& ca toi nita,” Griselda 1én tiéng.

“Nhung c6 c6 mac dé tam dau, c6 minh,” ba Marple néi.

“Co khi con té hon ay chit,” Griselda nghiém nghi néi.

“Cai c6 bé hu nay!” ba Hartnell rong lwgng pha tro, nhung nhitng nguoi
khac déu c6 vé hoi sirng sot.

“Lettice c6 ké chuyén rac réi cia n6 khong thwa muc su?” ba Marple hoi
tOi.

“Néi vai toi u?”

“Vang. T6i trong thay n6 bang qua viron va dén ctra hong van phong ma.”

Ba Marple luon nhin thady moi chuyén. Cong viéc lam viedn hau nhw chi la
cai c@, va thoi quen quan sét 1ii chim bang 6ng nhom cyc dai lic nao ciling
c6 thé bién thanh viéc thu thap thong tin.

“Vang, co bé c6 dé cap dén chuyén dy,” t6i thira nhan.

“Trong trg t€ Hawes c6 vé rat lo lang,” ba Marple no6i. “T6i hy vong 6ng
ay khong phai lam viéc qua vat va.”

“A, quén mat, t6i c6 tin ndy can bao véi muc sw!” ba Wetherby sbi néi
kéu 1én. “T6i trong thady bac si Haydock tir nha ba Lestrange di ra.”
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Moi ngudi dwa mat nhin nhau.

“Co thé ba dy bénh chang?” ba Price Ridley goi y.

“Néu vay chac han la bénh rat dot ngot,” ba Hartnell néi. “Vi chiéu nay
lic ba gio toi con trong thay ba ay di dao quanh vwon nha, trong ba ta hoan
toan manh khée.”

“Ba ay va bac si Haydock chac la ngwdi quen cii,” ba Price Ridley ndi.
“Ong bac si thi qua kin tiéng.”

“Ong ta ching bao gi® da déng viéc nay, la nhi,” ba Wetherby noi.

“That ra...” Griselda n6i nho ra vé bi mat, ro6i ngung bat.

Moi nguwdi ham hd chom minh vé phia truéc.

“T6i tinh co dugc biét chong ba ay la mot nha truyén gido,” Griselda hung
hon ké. “That kinh khing, ong ay bi dn thit, cac ba biét khong? Bi an thit
thire s nhé. Con ba ta thi bi ép lam vg tén dau linh. Bac si Haydock & trong
doan tham hiém va da gidi citu ba ay.”

Trong phit choc cd phong lao xao, sau d6 ba Marple vira mim cuGi vira
cat giong mang mo:

“Cai c6 bé hu nay!”

RO6i ba vo nhe vao canh tay Griselda ra chiéu qué trach: “Lam vay chang
khon ngoan dau, c6 ban than mén. Néu co bia dat nhitng chuyén nhu thé,
thién ha c6 thé hoan toan tin that, ma c6 khi tr d6 lai ndy sinh rac r6i.”

Dé nhéan ra khong khi nhat nhéo dang bao trum gian phong. Hai trong s6
cac ba ding 1én cao tu.

“Khong biét cau Lawrence Redding va Lettice Protheroe c6 gi vdi nhau
khong nhi?” ba Wetherby néi. “Chac phdi c6 chuyén gi d6. Ba nghi sao ba
Marple?”

Ba Marple ra chiéu tu ly:

“Lé ra toi khong nén néi thé nay. Khong phdi Lettice. Dting ra t6i mudn
noi téi mot nguwoi khac kia.”

“Nhuwng chac dai ta Protheroe nghi rang...”
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“Cai ong nay hoi bi dan don, da suy nghi sai ma con khang khang c6 chap
nita,” ba Marple noi. “Ba c6 nh@ Joe Bucknell trudc day quan ly Blue Boar
khong? Ong dai ta cling 1am am lén vu cdu Bailey ve van con gai minh,
nhung hoa ra tir dau dén cudi lai la c6 vg tinh ranh cia 6ng ta.” Ba ta vira
néi vira nhin lom lom Griselda khién t6i ndéi con thinh no:

“Ba Marple a, ba c6 nghi ching ta qua &c mom ac miéng khong? Nguoi
nhan ditc thi khong nén nghi xau cho ké khac. Ct théa thich dwa chuyén tam
phao co khi sé gay tai hai kho lwong, thwa ba.”

“Muc sv kinh mén, 6ng qua rit doi thanh cao,” ba Marple dap. “T6i e
rang néu nhin thé gian nay nhw t6i thi thién ha sé chang nghi vay dau.
Chuyén ngoi 1é doi mach rat sai lam va xau xa, nhung nhiéu khi lai chinh
xac, toi dam néi vay do.”

Sau khi na phat dan cudi cung ay, ba ta céo ttr.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Mu gia nanh ac,” Griselda kéu 1én khi canh ctra vira khép lai. Nang nhin vé
huwéng may ba khach bwdc ra réi quay lai cudi vdi toi:

“Len a, that ra minh c6 nghi ngd em dan diu v6i Lawrence Redding
khong?”

“T4t nhién la khong, cung a.”

“Nhung minh nghi ba Marple mudn bong gi6 diéu dé nén minh da 16ng
1én quyét liét bado vé em. Hét nhw — hét nhw con ho dit vay.”

No6i buc boi thoang qua trong t6i. Mot gido si ctia Gido hoi Anh Qudc
khong bao gid dugc phép roi vao trang thai dwgc mo td nhw mot con ho di.
Tuy vay, t6i tin rang Griselda chi cwong diéu ma thoi.

“Néu toi khong phan doi thi lam sao dep chuyén ay sang mot bén dugc!”
toi no6i. “Nhung t6i mong minh than trong hon chit nita trong 10i an tiéng
noi, Griselda a.”

“Minh mudn néi cdu chuyén an thit ngwoi ha?” nang héi. “Hay viéc
Lawrence vé em khoa than? Gia nhw cac ba ay biét anh ta vé em trong chiéc
ao choang co 16ng kin cong cao twdng — khong héd ra mot manh da thit nao
— hoan toan c6 thé dién kién Ditc gido hoang! Tuyét vgi trong sach minh a.
Tham chi Lawrence ciing khong hé c6 y tan tinh em — em chang hiéu vi sao
nwa.”

“Di nhién, vi minh la gai da c6 chong...”

“Durng c6 vo vit nhw viva & cung trang roi xuong Len nhé. Minh thtra biét
mot phu nit tré dep quyén rii lai c6 chong gia 1a mén qua trdi ban cho bon
trai tré. Han phai c6 ly do gi khac — chit khong phai vi em khong hdp dan
— em ma khong héap dan sao!”

“Chac chan minh khong mudén anh ta tan tinh minh day ch?”

“Kh-6-6-0-6ng,” Griselda dap vdi vé ngdp ngirng nhiéu hon toi twong.
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“Néu anh ta dang yéu Lettice Protheroe...”

“Hinh nhu ba Marple khong nghi vay.”

“Ba Marple c6 thé nham lan.”

“Ba dy thi chang bao gio nham. Ba khom gia 4y ltdc nao cling ding.”
Nang nguwng mot lic r6i liéc trom toi: “Minh tin em ma, ding khéng minh?
Y em la giita Lawrence v6i em ching c6 chuyén gi 4y?”

“Di nhién roi, Griselda than yéu cua toi,” t6i ngac nhién dap.

Nang lao dén hon toi.

“Em mong minh dirng c6 dé dang bi Itra Len a. Minh nén tin moi diéu em
noi.”

“T6i cling hy vong thé. Nhung minh o1, t6i van minh, c6 ma gitt mom git?
miéng, ndi nang phdi y t& mdt chit. Minh nhé cho 1a cac ba dy khong biét
dua dau, chuyeén gi ho cling quan trong héa ca.”

“Piéu cac ba dy can la cudc doi cac ba cling cé dugce ti chiut phéng dang
trac nét, lic ay cac ba sé khong phai mat cong dom ngdé ngudi khac nira,”
Griselda vira n6i vira di ra khéi phong. Con t6i liéc nhin déng ho deo tay réi
v0i va di tham vai noi ma 1é ra hom nay toi phai di sém hon.

Nhu thwong 1€, budi 1é chiéu thit tw 1ac dac ngwdai du. Sau khi t6i thay xong
trang phuc trong phong ao 1é va buwdc ra thi nha tho da vang ngat, chi tri
mot phu nit dang cham cham nhin cac 6 ctta s6. Nha tho cé nhiéu 6 kinh
mau co xwa kha tinh xdo, qua that rat dang dé ngam nhin. Nghe tiéng chan
toi ba ta quay lai, va toi nhan ra do la ba Lestrange.

Ca hai déu ngan ngtr mot ldc, réi t6i nai:

“Toi hy vong ba thich ngoi nha tho nho cta ching t6i.”

“Toi dang chiém ngudng birc binh phong nay,” giong ba vui vé, tuy nho
nhe nhuwng r6 rang. Ro6i ba néi thém: “T6i rat tiéc vi hom qua da 16 hen vai
ba nha.”

Chung t6i ndi chuyén thém vai phuat nita vé nha tho. Ba qua la c6 nguoi
hoc thitc va hiéu biét vé lich st cling nhu kién tric cia nha thd. Ching toi
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roi khoi nha thd va cung di bo, vi 16i vé nha muc vu di ngang qua nha ba.
Khi ching t6i dén cong, ba than mat noi:

“Mo0i muc st ghé vao nha t6i mot chut, xem t6i bay bién nha ctra c6 dugc
khong.”

T6i chap nhan 10i moi. Little Gates tredc day thudc vé mot dai ta ngwoi
Anh lai An. Va t6i khong thé khong cam thay nhe nhdm khi nhitng tdm bang
bang dong thau va cac pho twgng Burma da bién mat. Gid day ngoi nha
duwgc bai tri rat gian don nhung cuc ky tinh té, thé hién vé hai hoa va yén
tinh.

Cang lic t6i cang ngac nhién tw héi diéu gi da khién mot nguwdi nhw ba
Lestrange lai dén ¢ St. Mary Mead. Mot phu nit lich duyét lai chén vui doi
minh ¢ lang qué héo lanh nay thi qua la chuyén la doi.

Trong anh sang ruc ré cua gian phong khach, lan dau tién t6i c6 dip quan
sat ky ba ta. B6 la mot phu nit dong dong cao, toc vang anh mau hung do.
Chan may va hang mi den nhanbh, la t6 vé hay do ty nhién thi t6i khong doan
dwgc; nhung néu do trang diém thi qud la rat khéo, t6i nghi. Guwong mat ba
phang phat giong bitc twgng nhan sw dang nghi ngoi, va mat ba — déi mat la
lung t6i chwa tirng thay — thi hau nhw 1ap lanh anh vang.

Trang phuc hoan hao, phong thai ung dung cua nguoi c6 hoc, tuy vay & ba
c6 gi do vo ly va kho hiéu. C6 cam giac ba ta 1a mot bi an. T6i chgt nhé dén
cum tir mang diém g& ma Griselda tirng dung. Tat nhién la vo ly, nhung —
c6 qua vo ly khong? Mot y nghi vut dén trong dau toi: ngudi phu nit nay da
lam gi la lam dén cung.

Cau chuyén ching t6i hwéng vao nhitng diéu thong thuwdng nhat — hoi
hoa, sach v, cac nha tho c6. Tuy vay t6i van cam thay hét sitc r6 rét la con
c6 chuyén gi d6 — mot chuyén hoan toan khac ma ba Lestrange muon noi
véi t6i. Vai lan t6i bat gap ba nhin t6i v&i vé ngdp ngting ky la, nhw thé ba
khong quyét dinh dugc. Toi nhan thay ba chi toan néi chuyén bang quo chit
khong hé nhac dén chong con hay ban bé than thich gi ca. Nhung dong thoi
anh mat ba lai 10 r6 101 kéu goi khan thiét: “T6i c6 nén thwa chuyén véi muc
s khong? T6i mudn noéi lam. Liéu muc s c6 gitp toi duwgc khong?’
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Cudi cung cai nhin khan khoan ay tat lim — hodc c6 thé chi do t6i twdng
twgng ma ra. Cam thay minh dang bi dudi khéo, t6i ditng 1én céao tir. Khi
buwdc ra khéi phong, toi liéc nhin phia sau va trong thdy ba dam dam nhin
theo t6i, vé mat boi roi va do dw. T6i bat ngo quay lai:

“Liéu toi c6 thé giup dugc gi...”

“Muc su that tot bung...” ba ludng ly.

Ca hai ching t6i im 1ang. R6i ba néi:

“Uéc gi toi biét. Khé qua! Khong, t6i nghi chang ai gitp duwgc dau, nhung
cam on muc su da c6 y tot.”

Co vé da dit khoat, vi thé toi ra vé, nhung van ldy lam kinh ngac. Tw
tredc gio lang St. Mary Mead nay chua titng c6 chuyén gi bi an.

Cang ngac nhién hon, khi t6i vira 16 ra khoi cong thi 1ap tic da bi nguoi
khac vo 1dy. Ba Hartnell rat giéi chdp bat thién ha theo 16i thé bao nay.

“T6i trong thay muc sw ro6i nhé!” ba ta kéu 1én véi giong hai hwdc chan
ngat. “Sot rudt qua di thoi. Giod muc sw c6 thé ké t6i nghe moi viéc dugc
khong?”

“Viéec gi kia a?”

“Thi cai ba phu nhan bi an dy day! La ba géa hay cé chong & dau dé hd
muc su?”

“That tinh t6i khong biét. Ba 4y khong ké vai t6i.”

“La nhi! T6i twdng thé nao ba ta cling ngau nhién dé cap chuyén dé6. Chac
co ly do gi ba ta mai khong noi, phai khong muc su?”

“Thuc sy toi khong nghi vay.”

“A, nhung muc s kinh mén, qua nhv 16i ba Marple, 6ng qua ddi thanh
cao. Nao muc s n6i t6i nghe, ba ta quen biét bac si Haydock lau chwa?”

“Ba dy khong nhac dén 6ng bac si nén t6i khong biét.”

“That v? Vay hai nguoi da noi gi véi nhau?”

“Veé tranh anh, am nhac, sach vd,” t6i thanh that trd 10i. Ba Hartnell von
chi chu y dén nhitng chuyén don thuan riéng tv nén c6 vé ngd vuc khong
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tin. Thtra Iic ba ta ngdp ngtrng tim cach hoi tiép, téi chic ba nglt ngon va
nhanh chan boé di.

T6i dén mot ngbi nha xa hon trong lang va tré vé nha muc vu bang cong
sau, bang qua mét diém ‘néng’, la vueon nha ba Marple. Tuy nhién t6i nghi
viéc minh dén tham nha ba Lestrange chwa thé dén tai ba ta, vi vay t6i cam
thay an toan.

Vira chdt xong canh cong, to6i chgt ndy ra y dén nha kho trong vuon, noi
cau Lawrence Redding dung lam xwdng vé, dé tan mat xem bitc chan dung
cta Griselda thé nao.

bén day toi thém vao mot tinh tiét dit doi gitip soi sang cho cac bién co
xdy ra sau do, va chi phac nhitng chi tiét can thiét ma thoi.

Toi khong hé nghi c6 ngudi trong xwong veé. Khong cé bat cv am thanh
nao vong ra dé canh béo t6i, va chan t6i budc trén tham cé ciing khong he
gay ra tiéng dong.

T6i m& cira va roi khyng lai ¢ bac thém. La vi trong xudng vé dang c6 hai
nguoi; ngwoi dan 6ng 6m ghi nguwdi phu nit va hoén co ta say dam.

Hai ngudi dy chinh la hoa si Lawrence Redding va ba Protheroe.

T6i quay qua thdi lui va voi 1an vao phong lam viéc ctia minh. O d6, toi
ngoi xuong ghé, rut tau thudc ra va nghi nggi. Phat hién nay qua la cu séc
16n do6i vdi toi. Pac biét sau khi tro chuyén vai Lettice chiéu nay, t6i hau
nhuw tin chac gitta co6 bé va chang trai kia c6 tinh cdAm dang nhen nhém. Hon
thé, toi bi thuyét phuc rang chinh Lettice cling nghi vdy. R6 rang c6 bé
khong hé nghi anh hoa si lai c6 tinh y v&i me ké ctia minh.

Phitc tap kinh khung! T6i bat dac di phai kham phuc ba Marple. Ba ta
khong hé nham lan, va ro rang diéu ngd vuc cia ba kha chinh xac. T6i da
hoan toan hiéu sai cai li€c mat day ngu y ctia ba vé phia Griselda.

Toi khong bao gio nghi vé ba Protheroe nhw vay. Tt trt6c dén nay toi
thwong vi ba vdi Caesar dai dé phu nhan — mét phu nit tram tinh, doc 1ap
ma khong ai c6 thé nghi ngd vé sy doan chinh.

T6i dang mai nghi diéu ay thi co tiéng go vao ctra hng phong lam viéc
khién t6i btrng tinh. T6i bwdc ra va thay ba Protheroe ditng bén ngoai. T6i
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vita m@& ctta la ba ta budc vao ngay khong dgi moi. Ba ta thd hon hén bang
qua phong va budng minh xuéng ghé sofa.

Toi c6 cam giac trudc day toi chuwa bao gio gap ba ta thuc sw. Ngwoi phu
nit tram tinh va doc lap ma toi tirng biét da bién dau mat, thay vao dé la mot
sinh vat dang thd hao hén trong tuyét vong. Lan dau tién t6i nhan ra Anne
Protheroe vo cung xinh dep. Nguoi phu nit toc nau, nwéc da tai xanh va doi
mat mau lam chiéu sau tham gio ddy do bing mat mii, trong ngywc phap
phong. C nhuw mot birc twgng bat ngd bién thanh nguwoi khién t6i nhin
khong chép mat.

“T6i nghi tot nhat 1a dén day,” ba ta néi. “Muc su — 0ng nhin thay hét ca
r6i phai khong a?”

Toi gat dau.

“Chung t6i yéu nhau,” ba ta khé noi.

Ngay ca giita Iic bai roi lo au va dau kho ay, ba ta van khong gidu dugc
nu cwdi hé nd trén moi. Nu cwdi cia mot phu nit trede diéu gi do dep dé
tuyét voi.

Thay t6i van im lang, ba ta tiép tuc:

“Co6 1& muc su thay viéc nay sai quay lam?”

“Ba c6 thé mong t6i noi diéu gi khac hon sao, ba Protheroe?”

“Khong — khong, t6i khong nghi vay dau a.”

To6i co diu giong hét mitc c6 thé:

“Ba la phu ntt da c6 gia dinh...”

Ba ta ngat 191 toi:

“QOi, t6i biét — t5i biét chit. Muc sw nghi chuyén nay thudng xuyén 1ip di
lap lai hay sao? Thuc sy t6i khong phai hang trac nét — khong phai vay, ma
moi viéc cting khong — khong nhw muc sw nghi dau.”

“Vay thi toi rat mirng,” t6i nghiém trang noi.

“Nhung muc suw c6 ké vdi ong nha t6i chuyén nay khong?” ba ta rut re
hoi.

T6i lanh nhat tra 10i:
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“Hinh nhuw ai cling nghi rang tu si thi khong biét cw x nhw mét quy ong
lich 1dm hay sao nhi. Khong dung dau.”

Anne li€c nhin t6i v&i vé biét on.

“Toi kho qua. Oi! T6i vo ciing bat hanh. Téi khong thé tiép tuc. Tdi hoan
toan khong thé chiu dung dwgc nita, ma cling chang biét phai lam sao.”
Giong ba ta vong 1én vdi vé cuong loan. “Muc su khong biét cudc song cia
toi thé nao dau. Ngay tir dau t6i da khon kho véi Lucius. Khéng ngudi phu
ni* nao c6 thé hanh phic véi 6ng ta. Ubc gi ong ta chét di cho xong... That
khung khiép, nhung t6i mong thé... T6i da tuyét vong réi. Qua tuyét vong,
thrra muc sw.”

Chgt ba ta giat ndy nguoi va nhin ra ctra hong.

“Gi vay? T6i vira nghe tiéng ai do, c6 thé la Lawrence chang?”

T6i dén cho ctta hong ma Iic ndy t6i twdng minh da dong lai r6i. T6i budc
ra ngoai va nhin quanh veeon nhung khong thay ai ca. Tuy vay t6i hau nhw
chac chan minh ciing da nghe thay tiéng ai do, hodc cé 1é do Anne khang
dinh khién t6i tin nhw vay.

Khi toi tr& vao phong, ba ta dang ngbi do ngudi vé phia trudc, dau cui
guc. Mot hinh anh tuyét vong.

“Toi phai lam gi bay gio? T6i phai lam gi bay gio?”

Toi dén ngbi canh Anne va néi nhitng diéu ma t6i nghi 1a nhiém vu minh
phdi noéi, c6 gang thuyét phuc ba ta, tuy nhién long t6i van thay lan can vi
sang nay toi da buot miéng thot 1én rang cudc doi nay sé tot hon néu khong
c6 dai ta Protheroe. Quan trong hon c4, téi cau xin ba ta dirng lam chuyén
dai dot. Bé nha ctra chéng con la hét sttc nghiém trong.

T6i khong cho rang minh da thuyét phuc dwgc Anne. T6i song dua lau trén
doi dé hiéu rang tranh cai vdi ai do vé tinh yéu thi chi phi cong, nhung t6i
nghi nhitng 16i minh noi c6 thé an i ba ta phan nao.

Khi Anne ditng day cdo ttr, ba ta cdm on to6i va hita sé suy nghi vé nhitng
gl toi noi. Tuy vay, khi ba ta di roi thi t6i rat lo lang, cam thay 1lau nay minh
da danh gia sai tinh cach cia Anne Protheroe. Gi¢ day ba ta khién t6i c6 an
twong ba la mot phu ni* vé cung liéu linh, san sang danh d6i moi thit khi
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cam xuc dugc danh thirc. Va ba ta dang yeu Lawrence Redding, mot tinh
yéu tuyét vong, dién cuéng mé dam, véi mot chang trai kém minh nhiéu
tudi.

T6i khong thich diéu do.

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i quén bang chuyén moi Lawrence Redding dung bita to6i hom dé, nén ltc
Griselda xuat hién va mang mo toi rang chi con it phut nita théi la dén gio
an thi to6i hoan toan strng sot.

“Em hy vong moi viéc sé 6n minh a,” Griselda ndi véi sau lung t6i. “Em
da suy nghi vé chuyén minh néi lic an trwa, va em da tinh dén mét s6 mon
ngon.”

Tién thé t6i ndi ludn, bita an tdi cta chung td6i hoan toan xac nhan mot
diéu 1a c6 vg toi tham gia thi tinh hinh lai cang t6i té hon. Vé y twdng thi
thuc don rat hoanh trang, nhung dwong nhw Mary lai té ra khodi tra khi biéu
dién thanh cong viéc ndu moén nay qua lttra xen ké véi mon kia song nhan.
Mon hau ma Griselda dat hang c6 vé da vuot qua mic vung vé, rai thay
chuing t6i lai khong thé dwa ra lam vi dy, vi mai dén lic dung méi phat hién
ra trong nha khong cé dung cu dé mé hau!

T6i hoi ngo vuc khong biét Lawrence cé dén chiéu 1é khong. Rat c6 thé
anh ta sé gii 101 cdo vang.

Tuy nhién anh ta lai dén kha dung gi®, va ca bén ching t6i dung bitra toi.

Khong thé pht nhan Lawrence Redding la ngudi c6 tinh cach hdp dan.
Anh ta khodng ba muoi tudi, téi do chirng. Téc den nhung la thay doi mat
lai mau xanh sang ryc. La loai thanh nién xudt sac, choi thé thao giéi, mot
tay thién xa, mot dién vién nghiép dw c6 hang va la nguai rat c6 duyén an
néi. Anh ta cé kha nang khudy dong dam dong, va la nguwoi c6 dong mau
Ireland chdy trong huyét quan. Anh ta hoan toan khong phai 1a mét nghé si
mau muc ly twéng, tuy vay toi van nghi anh ta la mot thg vé lanh nghé theo
phong cach hién dai. Vé hoi hoa thi ban than t6i rat it hiéu biét.

Vao budi t6i dac biét nhw thé nay, néu anh ta c6 to ra dang tri doi chat thi
cling 1a chuyén thwong tinh. Nhin chung, anh ta ¢ng x@ rat tot. Toi nghi
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Griselda hay Dennis khéng hé nhan ra diéu gi khac la. C6 thé ban than t6i
cling khong nhan ra diéu gi néu nhw tredc do téi khong biét chuyén.

Dac biét Griselda va Dennis vui nhw hoi — ho lién tuc béng dua vé mot
xi-cang-dan dia phwong — chuyén tién si Stone va c6 Cram! D6t nhién toi
thay nhéi long khi nghi Griselda bang vai phdi Iita v6i Dennis hon la vdi toi.
Thang bé goi toi 1a bac Len, nhung Griselda thi né chi goi trong bang tén.
Khoéng hiéu sao diéu nay khién t6i cam thay hoi lac 16ng.

T6i nghi 1€ ra minh phai lo au vé chuyén ba Protheroe mgi ding, chit t6i
khong thwong dé y dén nhitng 16i ban tan khong dau vao dau nhu thé nay.
Griselda va Dennis lai ti€p tuc buén chuyén nhung to6i chang con long da
nao ma qud trach ho. T6i van lu6én nghi that dang tiéc khi si c6 mat ctia mot
gido si co thé khién hai bac chau nha ho mat hirng.

Lawrence ciing vui vé gép chuyén, tuy nhién t6i nhan ra d6i mat anh ta
khong ngirng huéng sang chod t6i ngoi, va toi khong ngac nhién khi sau bira
an anh ta tim cach di theo t6i vao phong lam viéc.

Ngay khi chi con lai hai ching t6i, thai do anh ta hoan toan thay doi, nét
mat pho phac, day vé nghiém trong va lo lang.

“Bi mat ctia ching to6i lam ngai bat ngd lam phai khong, thwa ngai?” anh
ta noi. “Vay ngai sé lam gi a?”

Vi Redding t6i c6 thé trao doi thang than hon nhiéu so vgi ba Protheroe.
Anh ta cham chu lang nghe r6i tra 10i:

“Chac chan ngai sé noéi vay, vi ngai la muc su, t6i néi diéu nay khong hé
c6 y xuc pham ngai. That ra t6i nghi c6 thé ngai c6 ly, tuy nhién chuyén gitra
Anne va t6i thi khong gidong nhw vay dau.”

T6i bdo Redding rang cai cau nay van la ciu ctta miéng ctia nguoi doi
ngay tr thwd khai thién 1ap dia, thé 1a méi anh ta né mot nu cuwdi méo xéch:

“Y ngai 12 ai cling cho trudng hop ctia minh 1a duy nhat u? Co thé 1a vay.
Nhung c6 mot diéu ngai can phai tin.” Anh ta cam doan véi t6i rang cho dén
nay ‘chwa cé diéu gi sai trai ca’. Anh ta bao, Anne la mot trong nhitng phu
nit doan chinh va trung hau nhat trén doi. Con sap tdi sé nhw thé nao thi anh
ta khong biét.
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“Néu chi la chuyén trong sach va thi ldo gia kia phai chét,” anh ta rau ri
noéi. “Pé la cach giai thoat tot dep cho moi nguwdi.”

Toi quo trach Redding.

“O! To6i khong c6 ¥ néi rang ti sé lui cho ldo ta mot nhat tir sau lung,
nhung toi sé vo cung cam on bat cit ai lam diéu do6. Trén doi nay chang ai cé
lay mot 10i tot dep vé lao ca. T6i hoi ngac nhién vi sao ba vg dau cua lao
khong khit 1do cho r6i. Nhiéu nam trwdc c6 lan toi gap ba ta, trong ba ta
hoan toan c6 kha nang lam viéc d6. Mot nguwoi dan ba diém tinh dén miic
dang sg. Lao ta thi tinh tinh cau ban hiém thay, lic nao ciling quat thao, gay
sy am T hét nhv con quy dit. Ngai khong biét Anne phdi chiu dyng lao ta thé
nao dau. Gia nhuw toi c6 tién thi t6i dd mang nang di ngay ro6i.”

Sau do, toi ndi chuyén véi anh ta hét sttc nghiém tic. Téi cau xin anh ta
roi khoi lang St. Mary Mead, vi con & day, anh ta chi lam cho Anne
Protheroe da bat hanh lai cang dau khé thém ma thoi. Thién ha ban ra tan
vao, thé nao ciling dén tai dai ta Protheroe — va moi viéc sé cyc ky tai hai
cho ba ay.

Lawrence phan doi:

“Ngoai ngai ra thi chang ai biét gi ca, thwa ngai.”

“Redding than mén, cau danh gia thdp nang khiéu tham ti ctia dan lang
roi. O St. Mary Mead ndy ai ciing biét nhitng chuyén riéng tw nhat cta cau.
Khong nha tham t¥ nao & Anh Qudc sanh bang mot ba ¢6 doc than khé doan
tudi, ma thoi gian ranh roi thi qua dw thira.”

Anh ta ung dung tra 16i rang chang sao c4, vi ai cling twdng do la Lettice.

“Cau c6 nghi c6 thé ban than Lettice cling twdng vay khong?” t6i hoi.

Lawrence hoan toan bat ngg vi y twdng ay, anh ta bao Lettice chang hé
ngo6 ngang dén anh ta, chac chan vay.

“Co dy la mot co6 gai ky quac,” anh ta néi. “Lic nao cling mo mo mang
mang nhwng that ra kha thyec té, téi nghi vay. Cai 16i mo mang ay chi la diéu
bd gia tao, chit Lettice biét rat rd minh dang lam gi. C6 ta dang nudi long
han thu, va la lung la c6 ta ghét Anne. Cyc ky ghét nang. Tuy vay Anne bao
gio cling doi x hét sttc thanh thién v§i ¢6 nang.”
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Tat nhién t6i khong tin 16i anh ta. V&i nhitng ké si tinh thi ngudi yéu cta
ho bao gio cling x sy nhu thién than. Tuy vay, theo nhan xét cua riéng toi,
Anne lu6én cw x v6i cd con riéng cta chéong mot cach tot bung va thang
than. Ban than t6i chiéu nay da kha bat ngo vi giong diéu gay gat cua
Lettice.

Chung t6i budc phai ngung cau chuyeén vi Griselda va Dennis thinh linh
xong vao lam gian doan va bao rang t6i khong nén dé Lawrence ngoi tro
chuyén nhur mot ong gia.

“Qi troi, sao minh mong c6 chuyén giat gan vay khong biét. Mot vu giét
nguwoi — hay mot vu trom cling dwoc,” Griselda vira néi vira ngoi phich
xuong ghé banh.

“T6i khong nghi & day co gi dang gia dé ma trom, triv phi ching ta trom
ham rang gia cia ba c6 Hartnell,” Lawrence c6 gang nhap cudc pha tro.

“Cai ham gid &y ma va vao nhau thi nghe gém khiép,” Griselda ndi.
“Nhung anh bdo & lang nay khong cé gi dang gia la lam to. Nha ong
Protheroe c6 mot s6 do c6 bang bac dep tuyét voi. Pia va lo dung mubi va
mot chiéc tach thuy tinh Tazza tir thoi Charles dé nhi — toan la vat quy thoi.
Toi nghi ching dang gia hang ngan bang.”

“Coi chirng l3o ta tang cho may nguwdi mot phat sing luc bay gid,” Dennis
néi. “bung nghé ctia chang ma.”

“O! Vay thi chiing ta sé ra tay cudp cta,” Griselda néi. “C6 ai c6 sing luc
khong nhi?”

“T6i c6 mot khau hiéu Mauser,” Lawrence dap.

“Anh c6 ha? Oi hdi hop qua! Sao ma anh c6 dugc?”

“Ky vat thoi chién,” Lawrence dap van tat.

“Lao Protheroe hom nay da cho Stone xem d6 bac,” Dennis xen vao. “Co
vé gia Stone mé man may thit &y qua chirng.”

“Twéng ho da cai nhau vé vu ngdi mo,” Griselda noi.

“O, ho dan hoa v&i nhau r6i,” Dennis néi. “Du sao chdu ciing chéng biét
ngwoi ta dao x6i may ngdi mo dé tim cai gi niva.”
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“Cai nha ong Stone nay lam to6i thdy khé hiéu qua,” Lawrence gop
chuyén. “T6i nghi chac 6ng ta phai dang tri lam nén nhiéu khi chang biét ti
gi vé chuyén mén ctia minh ca.”

“Tinh yéu la thé,” Dennis budt miéng. “Gladys Cram than yéu, nang
khong hé vo vinh. Ham rang nang trang bong khién long anh sung suéng
ngat ngdy. Nay co dau twong lai, hdy dén day cung anh bay vao c6i mong.
Va tai Blue Boar, trong gian phong ngu nay...”

“Pu roi day Dennis,” toi ngat 10i thang bé.

“A, gid toi xin kidu,” Lawrence Redding néi. “Cam on ba rat nhiéu vé
buoi toi rat vui vé hom nay, ba Clement.”

Griselda va Dennis tién anh ta ra vé, roi Dennis mot minh quay lai phong
lam viéc. C6 chuyén gi dé xay ra lam thang bé buc bgi. N6 rdo buéc quanh
phong, cau c6 da ban da ghé. Do noi that nha téi da qua ci ky dén mic kho
ma hw hong hon nita, nhwng t6i bugc phai nhe nhang phan tng. “Chau xin
16i,” Dennis noi.

N6 im lang mot Idc réi budt miéng:

“Cai chuyén ng6i 1é d6i mach thoi tha do ban gi dau a!”

T6i hoi ngac nhién. Dennis khong thwong to thai do kiéu do.

“Co chuyeén gi vay?” toi hai.

“Chéu khong biét c6 nén noéi véi bac khong nira.”

Toi cang ngac nhién hon.

“Qua stic t6i té ban thiu,” Dennis lai néi. “Di dau cling réu rao da thw
chuyén. Tham chi khong chi ké 1€ ma con n6i bong néi gioé nita. Thoi, quy
tha ma bat — chau ma ké véi bac thi — chau xin 16i! Chuyén tém lam bac
ol.”

T6i to mo nhin thang chau nhung khong ép n6 no6i thém. Tuy vay tbi vo
cung ngac nhiéen vi tinh Dennis xwa nay khong quen gitt kin chuyén gi trong
long.

Ngay ltc ay Griselda budc vao.

“Ba Wetherby mai vira goi dién thoai cho em. Ba Lestrange ra ngoai tw
tam gio muwoi lam ma gid van chuwa vé nha. Chang ai biét ba ay di dau.”
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“Ho can biét dé lam gi chi?”

“Nhung ba ay khong dén bac si Haydock. Ba Wetherby biét 16 chuyén ay
vi ba ta da goi cho ba Hartnell & gan nha ong bac si, néu ba Lestrange dén
thi ba Hartnell da nhin thay ba ta r6i.”

“T6i chang hiéu lam sao nguwdi dan & day cé thé an uoéng dwoc,” t6i noi.
“Han la ho phai vira ditng canh ctra so vira dung bita mé&i chac chan khong
bé sot diéu gi.”

“Chua hét dau minh a,” Griselda van so6i sung suc. “Ho da phat hién &
Blue Boar, tién si Stone va c6 Cram thué hai phong ké can, thé nhung...”
nang ve vay ngon tay to y tin sot déo “...lai khéng c6 ctra thong nhau!”

“Vay chac moi ngwoi that vong lam,” t6i noi.

Griselda pha lén cuoi.

M¢i dau ngay thi nam da cé chuyén khong hay. Hai ba trung nién trong
gido phan cua t6i cai nhau veé viéc trang hoang nha thd. T6i duwgc moi dén
phan x1¥, ba nao ba nay déu gian dién ngudi soi bot mép. Néu gian dit khong
lam tinh than con ngudi ta bi xado tron thi cling khién than thé bi tac dong
nhiéu.

Sau do6 t6i phai khién trach hai cau bé trong doi dong ca vi da nhai keo
trong sudt buoi 1€, va t6i buc boi cam thdy minh da khong toan tam toan y
lam 1é nhw 1€ ra minh phai lam.

Tiép dén la ngudi choi dan 6ng, von rat ‘nhay cam’, lai c6 diéu phat y can
vO vé xoa diu.

Va r6i bon gido dan ngheo tuyén b6 cong khai chong doi ba Hartnell
khién ba ta n6i tran 16i dinh chay di tim t6i.

Tb6i dinh quay vé nha thi giip dai ti Protheroe. Ong ta dang rat hé ha vi
vlra tom dugce ba tén san trom v0i tu cach la quan chite dia phwong.

“Phai gitt ky cuwong chit,” 6ng ta oang oang giong. Vi hoi nang tai nén
Protheroe thudng noi to. “Can phéi nghiém khac — do 1a diéu can thiét hién
nay! Phaéi trieng phat dé lam guwong. Cai thang Archer xé 14 hom qua vira
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mdi 10i mat chudt, t6i nghe ndi no6 thé sé tra thu téi. Quan con do vo lai lao
xwoc! Tuc ngit c6 cau, cang bi tru éo thi cang song dai. Lan sau t6i ma bat
gdp no san trom chim tri caa t6i thi n6 sé hiéu ra thé nao la chuyén no tra thu
toi. Qua long léo! Bay gio chung ta buong long qua! Tai thi lo vach mat bon
ching con muc su thi bao gio cling dwgc yéu cau phai chiéu c6 dén vo con
ching n6. Cyc ky bay ba! V& van, lao toét! Tai sao mot thang dan 6ng cé
thé thoat t0i chi vi chiing dem vg con ra ma than van co chit? Vi toi thi dira
nao cling nhw nhau — bac si, luat sw, thay tu, san trom hay thang nat rugu
lwoi biéng vo tich sy — hé bat dwgce thang nao pham luat thi phai dé luat
phap xtr ching. T6i chac muc sw dong y véi t6i.”

“Ong quén ring chitc phan cua t6i budc tdi phai tudn tha mot pham chat
cao hon moi thit — la long khoan dung,” tdi noi.

“A, t6i 1a ngudi cong tAm ma. Khong ai c6 thé phan bac diéu d6.”

T6i khong noi gi, thé la ong ta 1én giong gay gat:

“Sao muc su khong tra 10i t6i? Ong nghi gi ma mai mé thé?”

To6i lwong lw, roi quyét dinh néi:

“T6i dang suy nghi rdng dén phuat 1am chung, t6i sé hoi tiéc néu lau nay
10i khan cau cua t6i chi la céng ly. Bai diéu do cé nghia cudi cung toi da bi
cong ly trieng phat...”

“Hu! Biéu ching ta can la mot chit tinh than chién ddu Co Boc gido. T6i
lu6n luén hoan thanh nghia vu ctia minh, hy vong thé. Cé vay thoi. Nhu da
néi, chiéu toi nay t6i sé dén. Néu muc sw khong phién thi ching ta sé lam
viéc vao sau gio muoi lam thay vi sau gio. Toi phai di tham mot nguoi trong
lang.”

“Gio ay hoan toan phu hgp véi t6i.”

Protheroe hwo gay va sai budc, con t6i voi va dén cho Hawes. Sang nay
toi thay cau ay c6 vé nhudm bénh. Toi dinh khién trach nhe cau ta vé mot so
viéc trong phan hanh ma cau ta lam d& dang hodc 16n x0n, nhung nhin
guwong mat trang béch cang thang cia Hawes, t0i biét ciu ta bi bénh.

Khi t6i noi vay thi Hawes pha nhan, nhung khong kich liét. Sau cung cau
ta tha that minh khong dugce khoe, va to ra san sang nghe 10i khuyén cua toi
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la vé nha nam nghi.

T6i v0i vang an trwa roi di tham mot sd ngudi. Griselda thi da di London
bang chuyén tau giad ré ngay thit nam. Dén khodng bén gio kém mudi lam
toi tr@ vé, dinh bung phac thao bai Phic am ngay chd nhat thi Mary néi ong
Redding dang cho toi trong van phong.

To6i trong thay anh ta dang bon chon di di lai lai. Mat anh ta trang béch va
phd phac. Thay téi bwdc vao, anh ta dot ngdt quay lai.

“T6i da nghi thau ddo vé chuyén ngai n6i hom qua. Dém qua t6i thitc
trang suy nghi. Ngai n6i dung. T6i nén doan tuyét va ra di.”

“Anh ban than mén,” t6i noi.

“Piéu ngai n6i vé Anne hoan toan ding. T6i con & lai day thi chi thém rac
roi cho nang. Nang — nang qua tot. Toi biét minh can phai ra di. To6i lam
kho nang nhw vay la da roi, cau Chua phu hé cho t6i.”

“Ta nghi anh da c6 quyét dinh duy nhat hgp ly,” t6i néi. “Ta biét d6 la mot
quyét dinh khé khan, nhung hay tin ta di, cudi cung do sé la diéu tét nhat.”

T6i c6 thé thdy anh ta nghi rang d6 la diéu dé dang ndi ra boi mot ngwoi
khong biét minh dang noi gi!

“Ngai sé cham s6c Anne chi¥? Nang can c6 mot ngwoi ban.”

“Anh c yén chi, ta sé lam moi viéc hét sttc minh.”

“Xin cdm on ngai.” Anh ta siét chat tay t6i. “Ngai la nguoi t té, thwa
ngai. Toi nay toi sé gap nang dé chao tam biét, va c6 thé t6i sé thu xép hanh
ly dé sang mai 1én duong. Kéo dai noi thong kho thi chiang ich gi. Cam on
ngai da cho t6i muwgn nha kho lam cho vé tranh. T6i rat ti€c da khong kip
hoan thanh birc chan dung cua phu nhan Clement.”

“Pirng ban tam viéc ay, anh ban than mén. Tam biét, cau Chua phu hé cho
anh.”

Khi anh ta ra vé, tdi c6 gang viét tiép bai Phiic am nhung chang dugc.
Pau 6c t6i ct 1an quan chuyén Lawrence va Anne Protheroe.

Lic nam gio rudi, téi dang dung mot tach tra dd té, ngudi va dang ngat,
thi chuong dién thoai reo. C6 nguoi bao tin 6ng Abott & Lover Farm dang
hap hoéi va mai t6i dén ngay.
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To6i 1ap titc goi dén Old Hall, vi Lover Farm cach nha muc vu dén gan hai
dam, c6 thé toi sé khong quay vé kip sau gio mwoi lam, ma toi lai khong biét
di xe dap. Tuy vay, dau day kia bao la dai ta Protheroe vira l1én xe ra di, vi
thé toi cling lén dwong sau khi nhan véi Mary rang cé ngudi moi nén toi
phai di, nhung t6i sé cd gang quay vé khoang sau gio ruwdi hodac mudn hon
mot chut.
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Dén qua sau gio rwdi gan bay gio t6i mdi vé dén nha muc vu. Khi t6i dén sat
cong thi canh cong bat mé va Lawrence Redding bwdc ra. Anh ta ditng chét
sttng khi nhan ra toi, con t6i nhin bo dang anh ta ma kinh hai. Trong anh ta
nhw nguwdi sap hoa dién, mat tron trirng, mat may trang béch nhw xac chét,
tay chan co giat run ray.

Trong choc lat toi ngd anh ta dd n6c ruwgu say, nhwng lap titc bac bé y nghi
ay.

“Nay, anh lai dén tim ta ddy ha?” T6i hoi. “Xin 16i vi ta di vang. Gig anh
quay lai di. Ta sap gdp ong Protheroe vé mot s6 viéc lién quan dén s6 sach
— nhung chac ching t6i khong lam viéc 1au dau.”

“Protheroe,” anh ta ndéi roi cwdi pha lén. “Protheroe a? Ngai sé gap
Protheroe sao? O, thé nao ngai ciing gip 6ng ta ngay. Oi! Lay Chua t6i —
vang!”

T6i tr6 mat nhin r6i may moc dua tay vé phia Lawrence, nhung anh ta dot
ngot tranh sang mot beén.

“Khong,” anh ta gan nhw hét 1én. “T6i can phdi di — dé suy nghi. T6i can
suy nghi. T6i phai suy nghi.”

Anh ta bé chay va nhanh chéng khuat dang trén con dwong dan vé lang,
dé lai t6i ditng cham cham nhin theo va tr& vé v6i y nghi ban dau la anh ta
say rugu.

Sau cung toi lac dau va di vao nha. Cra trude lic nao cling dé ngo, tuy
nhién t6i van nhan chuéng. Mary vira chui tay vao tap dé vira buéc ra.

“Cudi cung muc su da ve,” co lén tiéng.

“Pai ta Protheroe cé dén khong?” toi hoi.

“Trong phong lam viéc. T6i hoi sau gio muwoi lam.”

https://thuviensach.vn



“Con ong Redding nay gio co vao day khong?”

“MaAy phut truedc c6 t6i day hoi tham muc sw. Tui n6i 6ng sap vé va dai ta
Protheroe dang cho trong phong lam viéc, 6ng néi vay ong ciing chd réi
bwéc vo. Gio 6ng dang & trong.”

“Khong, anh ta khong cé trong dy,” to6i noi. “To6i vira gap anh ta di ra
dwong.”

“A, tui khong biét ng di. Vay 6ng chi & day c6 mot hai phiit thdi. Ba chu
thi 1én thanh pho chwa vé.”

To6i lo dang gat dau. Mary rit vao bép con toi di doc theo hanh lang va
ma ctra phong.

Ngoai hanh lang troi nhap nhoang, khi m@ ctra thi anh nang chiéu roi vao
phong khién t6i bi 16a mat. T6i bwdc mot hai buéc vao phong va roi dirng lai
chét sirng.

Trong khodnh khac t6i khong thé nao tin noi canh twgng xay ra tredc mat
minh. Pai td Protheroe nam song soai trén ban viét cta t6i trong tuw thé
khting khiép. Trén mat ban gan ché dau 6ng ta, mot viing dich den ngom tir
tir nho giot xudng san nha nghe tong tong that rung ron.

To6i tran tinh lai va budc dén gan dai td. So vao thi da 6ng ta lanh ngat.
Nhac tay lén thi tay roi thong xudng, éng ta da chét — mot vién dan gam
Vao so.

T6i budc ra ctra goi Mary. Khi 0 ta vao, toi ra 1énh cho c6 ta chay hét toc
lyc di moi bac si Haydock nha ¢ ngay goc dwong. Toi bao co ta la da xay ra
tal nan.

ROi t6i quay lai khép ctra chd bac si dén.

May thay, Mary tim thdy bac si dang & nha. Haydock 1a mot nguoi tot
bung, véc cao to lyc ludng, nét mit thd kéch va chat phac. Ong ta nhuwén
may khi t6i lang lang chi vao phong, nhung la mot bac si dich thuc, 6ng
khong may may to ra xuc dong, ong cdi xuéng gan xac chét va nhanh chéng
kham nghiém. R6i 6ng ta ditng thang ngudi va nhin toi tr dau dén chan.

“Thé nao?” t6i hoi.

“Ong ta chét that roi — phai n6i 1a da chét nia tiéng dong ho.”
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“Ty sat u?”

“Khong thé nhu thé dwgc. Muc sw nhin vi tri vét thwong nay. Hon nita néu
ong ta ty ban minh thi khau sting ¢ dau?”

“Pung vay, khong c6 dau hiéu ctia bat ct vat gi nhw thé.”

“T6t nhat ching ta khong dugce dong dén hién treong,” Haydock noi. “Dé
toi goi bao canh sat.”

Béc si nhdc 6ng nghe va néi chuyén, ong trinh bay van tat sw viéc roi gac
may va dén cho t6i dang ngoi.

“Viéc nay té hai qua. Muc st tim thdy 6ng ta nhu thé nao?”

T6i giai thich.

“Mot viéc té hai,” 6ng bac si ldp lai.

“Co phai... c6 phai la giét ngudi khong?” toi rut re héi.

“Cé6 vé nhu vay. Y t6i 1a 1am sao khac hon ch? Quai la, khong biét ai da
ra tay véi 6ng lao dang thwong nay. Tat nhién toi hiéu chang ai wa gi ong ta,
nhung thwong ngudi ta dau bi giét vi ly do d6 — rui thay.”

“Con mot chuyén kha ky la nita,” t6i néi. “Chiéu nay cé nguoi dién thoai
moi téi dén nha mot gido dan dang hap hoi, nhung khi t6i dén noi thi moi
nguwoi déu ngac nhién vi nguwdi bénh da kha hon rat nhiéu so véi may hom
tredc, va ba vg ong ta ditt khoat pht nhan la khong hé goi cho t6i.”

Haydock nhiu may.

“Pay la viéc c6 cha y — rat cé cha y. Muc su da trung ké diéu ho ly son.
Ba nha dau r6i?”

“Nha t6i di London su6t ca ngay.”

“Con c6 hau?”

“O trong bép — phia dau hoi bén kia.”

“0 bén 4y hinh nhu cd ta khong nghe thdy gi tir bén nay vong dén. Sy
viéc kinh khing qua. Cé ai biét chiéu nay Protheroe dén day khong?”

“Sang nay trén duwong lang, 6ng ta da nhac tGi viéc dy bang cai giong
oang oang c0 hitu.”
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“Nghia la ca lang déu biét! B4t luan thé nao ho cling biét! Vay c6 biét ké
nao c6 hiém thu véi ong ta khong?” Guwong mat trang béch va anh mat nhin
tran tr6i cia Lawrence vut hién ra trong 6c t6i, nhung t6i chwa kip tra 16i thi
c6 tiéng chan bén ngoai hanh lang.

“Canh sat dén,” 6ng ban t6i n6i roi ditng day.

Canh sat treong Hurst dai dién cho Iyc lwgng canh sat viing nay, ra vé rat
quan trong nhung lai chang may lo lang.

“Xin chao quy ong. Chut xiu nita 6ng thanh tra sé dén. Trong khi cho doi
toi sé lam theo chi thi ctia 6ng ay. T6i duwgc biét dai td Protheroe da bi ban
chét — & phong lam viéc ctia muc suw.”

Ong ta dirng lai r6i ném cho t6i cai nhin lanh ling day ng® vuce khién toi
phai co giit thai d6 binh thuwdong ctia mot ngwdi vo toi. Roi 6ng ta dén bén
ban lam viéc va thong bao:

“Khong dwoc dong vao bat ci thit gi triede khi 6ng thanh tra dén.”

Dé doc gia tién theo doi, toi gan vao day so do can phong.*

Canh sat tredng rut s6 tay ra, nham wét dau bt chi roi nhin hai ching toi.

Toi ké lai chuyén minh phat hién xac chét. Sau mot hoi ghi chép toan bo,
ong ta quay sang viéen bac si.

“Theo ong thi dau 1a nguyén nhan gay ra cai chét, bac si Haydock?”

“Bi ban vao dau ¢ cv ly rat gan.”

“Con vii khi?”

“T6i khong thé néi chinh xac mot khi ching téi chwa ldy dwgc dau dan.
Nhung theo t6i c6 thé vién dan dwgc ban ra tir mot khau sing nong nho —
vi du loai Mauser.25.”

Toi lai nhd dén cudc noéi chuyén t6i hom truwdc va 10i thira nhan cda
Lawrence Redding vé khau sting. Vién canh sat giwvong cap mat 6¢ nhoi lanh
lung nhin toi:

“Ong c6 noéi gi khong, thiwra 6ng?”

To6i lac dau. Cho dau t6i c¢6 nghi ngd di nita thi d6 cling chi la nghi ngo
khong hon khong kém, ma diéu ay thi phai giit trong long.
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“Theo y kién ctia 6ng thi tham kich nay xdy ra lic nao?” Bac si ngan ngt
giay lat roi tra 10i:

“Nan nhan méi chét khoang hon ntra tiéng dong hé. Chac chan khong lau
hon.”

Hurst quay lai phia toi:

“Co nguoi hau c6 nghe thay gi khong?”

“Theo t6i biét thi c6 dy khong nghe thdy gi ca,” téi dap. “Nhung 6ng nén
hoi c6 ta thi t6t hon.”

Nhung ngay lic ay Thanh tra Slack dén, ong ta di 6 t0 tt* Much Benham
cach day hai ddm duwong.

Tat ca nhitng gi t6i cé thé n6i vé Thanh tra Slack* 1a chwa bao gio c6 ai
lai mang cai tén hoan toan trai ngwgc v6i minh nhw thé. D6 la mot ngudi da
ngam ngam, dang vé nang dong va manh mé, doi mat den linh hoat, cung
cach tho bao va cuc ky hong hach.

Thanh tra gat dau chiéu 1€ dap lai 10i chao ctia ching t6i, chop 1ay so ghi
chép cta thudc cap doc lwét qua roi khé trao doi vai Hurst mot vai tir coc
16c, sau do6 sai budc dén bén t thi.

“Moi thit & day da bi xé dich va xao tung lén ro6i.”

“T6i khong hé dong dén cai gi ca,” Haydock néi.

“T6i cling thé,” toi noi.

Vién thanh tra loay hoay mot lic sam soi moi thit trén ban cling nhw viing
mau.

“Cha cha!” Giong ong ta dac thang. “Thit chiing ta can day r6i. Cai dong
ho da ngung chay khi 6ng ta ngad xuéng. Piéu nay sé cho ching ta biét thoi
diém xdy ra toi ac. Sdu gio hai mwoi hai phit, 6ng ndi ngwdi nay chét lic
may gio ha bac si?”

“T6i n6i khodng nita tiéng dong ho, nhung...”

Vién thanh tra xem dong ho tay ctia minh.

“Bdy gio nam phuat. Toi dugc tin khoang muoi phut trwdce, ldc bay gio
kém nam. Xac chét dugc phat hién khoadng bdy gio kém mudi lam. To6i dugc
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biét ong da duwgc moi dén ngay lap titc, nghia la 6ng kham t¥ thi ltic bay gio
kém muoi — Thé ddy, vay la hau nhw chinh x4c tirng giay!”

“T6i khong dam bao tuyét doi chinh xac veé thoi gian,” Haydock noéi. “Chi
la wéc tinh thoi.”

“Thé 1a tot roi ong a, tot roi.”

T6i c6 néi xen vao:

“Vé chiéc dong ho dy thi...”

“Xin 10i thwa muc sw, can biét diéu gi thi t6i sé hoi 6ng nhé. Khong c6
nhiéu thoi gian dau. Piéu t6i mudn la moi ngwdi phai im lang.”

“Vang, nhung t6i muon néi véi 6ng rang...”

“Tuyét doi im lang,” thanh tra tri'ng mat hung hé nhin t6i.

To6i lam theo yéu cau ctia Slack.

Ong ta van sam soi cai ban viét.

“Ong ay ngdi vao day lam gi nhi,” vién thanh tra lau bau. “Hay ong ay
dinh viét thw — cha — céi gi thé nay?”

Ong ta rit ra mot manh gidy v6i vé dic thing, va qua hai long vdi phat
hién ctia minh dén mitc cho phép chiing t6i dén canh cung xem.

Do 1a loai gidy viét thue cia nha muc vy, ngay dau trang c6 ghi sau gio hai
muoi. Thu viét:

CLEMENT THAN MEN, xin 16i muc su vi toi khéng thé cho lau hon,
nhung toi phai...

Pén day thi nét chir tré nén ngoan ngoéo roi két thic.

“Thé 1a da rd nhw ban ngdy,” Thanh tra Slack dic y. “Ong ta ngdi day dé
viét thw, ké thu ron rén budc vao qua cra hong roi ban 6ng ta trong khi 6ng
ta dang viét. Cac ong con can gi thém nita khong?”

“T6i chi muon ndi...” tdi bat dau.

“Ong 1am on tranh ra gitim. T6i muén nhin xem c6 ddu chan khong?”

R6i thanh tra 16m c6m bo ra theo 16i ctta hong dang mé.

“Toi nghi 6ng can phai biét...” t6i ngoan c6 ndi.
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Vién thanh tra ditng thang nguoi 1én, khong té vé néng ndy nhung rat kién
quyeét.

“Chung ta sé ban dén moi viéc sau. T6i rat caAm on néu quy ngai bién di
ngay cho. Vui long bién ngay lap tic.”

Chung t6i danh dé minh bi xuyt ra ngoai chang khac gi bon nhai con.

Cr twong da may gio trdi qua — vay ma chi méi bay gio mwoi lam.

“Cha, ra thé day!” Haydock noéi. “Chirng nao con ltra tir cao tu dai nay can
toi thi muc s bao han dén phong kham nhé. Tam biét.”

“Ba chu vé r6i,” Mary tt bép 16 ra, tron mat non noéng td6 mo. “Vé dugc
nam phut roi.”

Toi sang phong khach gap Griselda. Nang té vé sg hai nhung day phan
khich, va cham chu lang nghe t6i ké lai sy tinh.

“Thuw ghi tiéu dé l1a sau gio hai muoi,” t6i két thic cau chuyén. “Con dong
ho roi r6i ngung chay ltic sau gio hai muoi hai phat.”

“Vang,” Griselda n6i. “Nhung minh c6 n6i vGi ong ta rang cai dong ho ay
ludn luén chay nhanh muai lam phut khong?”

“Khoéng minh a. Ong ta c6 dé cho tdi m& miéng dau. Toi di c6 mdy lan
r6i.”

Griselda boi r6i cau may.

“Nhung Len nay, chinh diéu do khién cho toan bd sy viéc tré nén cuc ky
la Iting,” nang noi. “Bai vi khi dong h6 chi sau gio hai mwoi thi thuc sy chi
mGi sdu gio nam phiit, ma theo em thi Iic sau gio nam dai ta Protheroe van
chua dén day.”
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Ching t6i boi roi hoi lau vé chuyén chiéc dong ho nhung chang biét lam
sao. Griselda bao t6i nén c6 gang néi cho Thanh tra Slack ré chuyén, tuy
nhién vao lic nay t6i cam thdy minh chi c6 thé miéu td moi mot diéu la
‘ngang nganh’.

Thanh tra Slack da té ra cuc ky khiém nha va tho 16 hau nhw qua mitc can
thiét. Toi sé chd dén ltic c6 thé dwa ra chitng ¢t dat gia cia minh va cho 6ng
ta thay da sai lam ra sao. Luc ay t6i sé nhe nhang trach ong ta: “Gia nhw 6ng
chiu lang nghe t6i, Thanh tra Slack...”

T6i nghi it ra ong ta cling phai néi chuyén vaéi toi trede khi roi khoi nha
muc vu, nhung chiing t6i ngac nhién nghe Mary bao ong ta da ra vé sau khi
khoa ctra van phong va ha lénh khong ai dugc buéc vao do.

Griselda nay y dinh dén Old Hall.

“That la kinh khung cho Anne Protheroe — v@i canh sat va da moi thw,”
nang noi. “Co thé em sé lam dwogc chut gi do cho ba ay.”

T6i chan thanh ung ho y kién do, va Griselda 1én dwong sau khi t6i dan
nang phai goi dién thoai cho t6i néu thay toi c6 thé gitip dd hodc an i nhitng
nguwoi phu nit ¢ do.

ROi toi goi cho gido vién cta 16p hoc ngay chu nhat, ho sap dén day luc
bdy gio bon muoi lam dé chuan bi cho budi hoc hang tuan. Téi nghi trong
tinh hinh nay nén bao ho hoan lai thi tot hon.

Dennis la ngwoi thit nhi dén hién tredng, né vira tir cho hoi choi tennis trd
vé. Viéc c6 an mang xay ra tai nha muc vu xem ra khién thang bé hét sirc
toai nguyén. Cu cau kéu lén:

“Pugc ¢ ngay hién treong mot vu giét nguwoi thi that la qua da! Chau ludn
mudn & ngay gilta trung tam sy viéc nhw vay. Ma tai sao canh sét lai khoa
trai ctra phong lam viéc cht? Co chia khéa nao khac mé duwogc khong?”
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Vi t6i khong cho phép lam bat ¢t viéc gi nhw thé nén Dennis phai mién
cwdong nhuwong bo. Sau khi c6 moi & to6i moi chi tiét cé thé, nd ra vueon truy
tim cac dau chan, vira vui vé nhan xét rang may sao chi la lao Protheroe,
ngwoi ma chang ai wa.

Cai 16i thich thi nhan tam ay khién t6i hoi ndi cau, nhwng nghi lai toi thdy
c6 thé minh da hoi khit khe vé6i thing bé. O tudi Dennis, truyén trinh tham
la mot trong nhitng th tuyét nhat trén doi; va phat hién mot cau chuyén
trinh tham c6 that, c6 ca t&r thi nam chg trén nguwong ctra nha ai do, cé thé
néi chac chan sé khién mot dita tré dau 6c lanh manh cam thdy lang lang
hitng thi. VGi mot thang nhoc muwdi sau tudi thi cai chét chi 1a chuyén nho.

Khodng mot tiéng dong ho sau thi Griselda vé tdi. Nang dén nha Anne
Protheroe ngay sau khi vién thanh tra bao tin cho ba ta. Khi nghe ba
Protheroe néi ba nhin thdy chong minh lan cudi trong lang vao khodng sau
gi0 kém muoi lam, va ba cling khong cé bat cit manh moi nao dé quy viéc
nay cho ai, 6ng ta lién ra vé va gidi thich rang c6 thé ngay mai 6ng sé quay
lai dé tham van day dua hon.

“Ong ta hoan toan lich sy theo cach ctia 6ng,” Griselda mién cu®ng néi.

“Ba Protheroe ti€p nhan tin dy ra sao?” t6i hoi.

“A — ba dy rat binh tinh — nhung ba 4y bao gid ciing thé ma.”

“Phai,” t6i dap. “T6i chang thé hinh dung Anne Protheroe lai tré nén dién
loan dwgc.”

“Minh ciing thay do, di nhién day la cd s6c 16n. Ba ay cam on em da dén
tham va néi rang rat biét on, nhung em chang gitip dugc gi cho ba ay dau.”

“Con Lettice thi sao?”

“C0 ay di chaoi tennis & dau do6 chwa ve.”

Nguwng mot lic roi Griselda néi tiép:

“Minh biét khong Len, trong ba ay thwe sw rat ky quac — hét sitc ky qudc,
that dé.”

“La do bi soc,” t6i goi y.

“Vang — em ciing nghi vay. Tuy nhién...” Griselda béi r6i nhiu may.
“Hinh nhv khong phai vay. C6 vé nhw ba &y — a — ba ay khiép hai nhiéu
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hon la bang hoang strng sot minh a.”

“Khiép hai u?”

“Phdi — nhuwng khong boc 16 ra ngoai, minh biét day. Chi it la khong
muon té ra nhw thé. Nhung trong ba dy day canh gidc va dang ngo lam. Em
tw hoi c6 phai ba ay dang nghi xem ai giét ong ta khong. Ba ay c héi di héi
lai la c6 ai bi tinh nghi khong.”

“Vay sao?” toi tram ngam.

“Vang. Di nhién Anne la nguwdi cue ky tw cht, nhung c6 thé thay ba ta b6i
roi kinh khing. Boi r6i nhiéu hon em twéng, badi 1é néi cho cung thi ba ta cé
tan tuy vdi chong dén mic dy dau! Em da ting noéi ba dy ghét 6ng dai ta
lam, c6 1é vay.”

“Cai chét doi khi lam nguwdi ta thay doi cdm xtc,” toi ndi.

“Vang, em ciling nghi vay.”

Dennis buéc vao va hét sttc phan khéi vi da phat hién dau chan canh mot
luéng hoa. N6 chac chan cénh st da bd sét diéu nay, diéu hoa ra lai tr@
thanh diém mau chét cta bi an.

To6i tradi qua mot dém tran troc khong yén. Dennis thitc gidc va ra khoi nha
rat sém trudc gio’ diém tam dé ‘nghién cru nhitng dién bién méi nhat’, nhw
10i cu cdu. Tuy nhién khong phai n6 ma lai 1a Mary mang dén mot s6 tin giat
gan vao buodi sang.

Chung t6i vira ngoi xudng dung diém tam thi c6 ta dot nhién xdc vao
phong. Ma do birng birng va mat long lanh, ¢6 ta bao tin véi chiing t6i theo
16i tr6ng trong thuwong ngay:

“Biét gi chra? Thang ban banh mi md&i ké tui nghe la thang cha Redding
bi tém r6i.”

“Bat Lawrence a?” Griselda ngo vuc kéu 1én. “Khong thé nhw vay dugc.
Nhat dinh la do nham lan ngu xuan.”

“Lam gi ma lam ha me!” Mary t6 vé hé ha dac chi. “Thang cha Redding
do, tw cha dén nop mang ma. H6i khuya hom qua ch& dau. Xéng vo don,
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liéng khau sung luc 1én ban r6i néi: ‘La tui giét!” Vay do!”

Co ta guc gac dau nhin hai ching t6i roi rut lui, hai long vi vira gy duoc
an twong. Griselda va t6i sttng so nhin nhau.

“Qi! Khong ding!” Griselda néi. “Khéng thé nhw thé dugc!”

Thay t6i 1ang thinh, nang tiép: “Minh cling khong nghi do la sy that, phai
khong Len?”

Toi thdy khé ma trad 10i nang. T6i ngoi thir ngwdi im ldng ma dau 6c roi
tung.

“Chac anh ta dién r6i,” Griselda n6i. “Pién nang r6i. Hodc minh c6 nghi
rang hai ngudi ho dang cung nhau xem khau sung thi bat ngd né bi cuwép co
khong?”

“Syr viéc xay ra c6 vé hoan toan khong giong nhu thé.”

“Nhung day 1€ ra phai la mot loai tai nan, béi vi khong c6 dau hiéu nao
cho thdy dong co gay an. Lam sao nghi ra ly do khién Lawrence phai giét
dai ta Protheroe kia chit?” Lé ra t6i da c6 thé trd 10i cau héi nay mot cach rat
ro rang dit khoat, nhwng t6i muén cang it dong cham dén Anne Protheroe
cang tot. C6 1€ van con chit co may dé gilt cho ba ta khong lién luy viéc
nay.

“Minh nh¢ la truéc day ho da c6 lan cai nhau day.”

“Vé Lettice va chiéc ao tam cua c6 ay chit gi? Vang, nhung that v6 ly
minh a, va ngay ca khi anh ta va Lettice bi mat dinh w&c véi nhau di nita —
a, thi d6 chang phdi 1a ly do dé giét b6 c6 ay.”

“Thyc chat vu an ra sao, ching ta dau biét dugc hd Griselda!”

“Minh tin nhw vay a? Oi! Sao minh c6 thé nghi nhv vdy dugc! Em néi
cho minh biét, em chac chan Lawrence khong bao gio dong t6i mét sgi toc
cua ong ta dau.”

“Minh nhg lai di, toi da gap anh ta ngay cong nha, lic ay tréng anh ta nhw
lén con dien.”

“Vang, nhung — 6i! Khong thé dwgc!”

“Con chuyén chiéc dong ho nira,” to6i néi. “Diéu nay giai thich vé chiéc
dong ho. Lawrence han da phdi van lui kim vé sdu gio hai muoi véi y nghi
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tao chitng cit ngoai pham cho anh ta. Nhin xem Thanh tra Slack roi vao bay
ra sao.”

“Minh sai roi Len. Lawrence biét chuyén cai dong ho ay chay nhanh ma.
Anh ta thuwong bdo 1a, dé muc su ludn ding gio! Lawrence khong bao gio
pham sai lam la chinh dong ho lui lai sdu gio ham hai pht. Lé ra anh ta cé
thé van kim bat ct gio nao — bdy gio kém mudi lam chang han.”

“Co6 thé anh ta khong biét Protheroe dén day lic may gio, hodc don gian
hon anh ta quén mat dong ho chay nhanh thi sao?”

Griselda khong dong y.

“Khong dau, néu anh pham toi giét ngudi thi anh sé hét sitc lvu y nhitng
viéc nhu thé.”

“Minh a, minh khong hiéu dugc dau,” t6i 6n ton ndi, “vi minh chwa bao
gio’ lam nhitng chuyén nhuw thé.”

Griselda chwa kip tra 16i thi mot cai bong dé xuéng ban an, r6i mét giong
néi diu dang cat lén:

“Xin thw 16i, hy vong t6i khong qua dwong dot. Nhung trong tinh canh
dau thwong nay — tinh canh qua doi dau thuwong...”

Do 1a hang x6m ctia chiing t6i, ba Marple. Chap nhan 16i bo qua phép lich
su cua chuing t6i, ba ta buédc qua ctra hong vao phong, va toi chia ghé ra moi
ba ngb6i. Trong ba rat xic dong va phan khich.

“Kinh khing qua phdi khong a? Toi nghiép dai ta Protheroe. C6 thé 6ng ta
khong phai la ngudi dé chiu vui vé cho lam va thiye ra cling khong duwgc moi
ngwoi yéu mén, nhung du sao thi cling dang buon. Nghe noi bi ban ngay
trong phong lam viéc cua muc suv phai khong a?”

T6i dap rang ding nhw vay.

“Nhung luc ay muc sw khong cé nha sao?” ba Marple cat van Griselda.

Toi gidi thich minh da ¢ dau.

“Sang nay cau Dennis khong & day hay sao a?” ba Marple vira hoi vura
ddo mat nhin quanh.

“Dennis dang t xem minh la tham t& nghiép dw,” Griselda dap. “Thang
bé rat phan khéi khi tim ra dau chan ngwoi & ludng hoa trong vuon, va toi
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nghi no da di bao canh sat viéc nay.”

“Qi troi,” ba Marple néi. “Sao ma 16n xon thé nhi! Cau Dennis nghi cau
dy biét ai 1a ké tht 4c u? A, t6i cho ring tat ca ching ta déu nghi minh biét.”

“Y ba chuyén d6 1a hién nhién sao?” Griselda héi.

“O khong, t6i khong hé cé ¥ d6. Toi dam chic ring méi ngudi déu nghi
dén mot ngwoi khac nhau. Do vay, diéu quan trong la phai c6 chitng ci.
Chang han t6i day nay, t6i hoan toan tin chac minh biét ai da lam viéc do.
Nhung t6i phai thita nhan minh khéng cé chit chitng ¢t nao. O thoi diém
nay, toi biét moi ngwdi phdi hét sttc than trong vé nhitng gi minh phat biéu
— sy phi bang mang tinh hinh sy, ngudi ta goi thé ding khéng? Toi da
quyét dinh la v&i Thanh tra Slack thi cang phai cuc ky than trong, 6ng ta da
gi gidy bao co thé 6ng ta dén gap toi sang nay, nhung vira réi 6ng ta lai goi
dién thoai bao rang xét cho cung thi chang can thiét.”

“T6i cho rang sau vu bat giam thi viéc ay khéng con can thiét nita,” toi
noi.

“Bat giam a?” ba Marple nhoai nguwoi vé phia tredc, hai ma dé birng vi
phan khich. “T6i khong biét da c6 vu bat giam.”

That hiém khi ba Marple lai nam thong tin chdm hon chiing t6i, nén t6i
cho rang chuyén ba 4y muon biét dién bién méi nhat la duwong nhién.

“Co vé chung ta dang hiéu 1am nhau,” t6i néi. “Phai — da c6 nguwoi bi bat
giam — la Lawrence Redding.”

“Lawrence Redding sao?” ba Marple té ra rat bat ngo. “T6i chang bao gio
nghi la...”

Griselda hung ho ngat 10i:

“Tham chi bay gio t6i van khong tin. Khong, ngay ca khi 6ng dy da thuc
sy thu t6i.”

“Tht t6i w?” ba Marple néi. “C6 néi anh ta tht toi sao? Oi trdi! Toi thay
minh qua hoang mang béi réi, vang, hoang mang boi roi.”

“T6i cam thay chac chan day la mot tai nan,” Griselda néi. “Minh c6 nghi
vay khong Len? Y em 14 cai cach anh ta ty di nap minh trong giéng nhu vay

»

lam.
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Ba Marple ham hé chom t6i truéc:

“C0 noi sao, ty di nap minh a?”

“Pung vay.”

“O! Tb6i rat sung swéng — vo clng sung suéng.”

T6i ngac nhién nhin ba ta.

“Piéu do cho thay anh ta an nan hoi han, t6i nghi thé,” t6i nai.

“An nin héi han w?” Tréng ba Marple hét sttc ngac nhién. “Oi, nhung
thura muc su kinh mén, 6ng cé nghi anh ta pham t0i khong a?”

Dén lwot t6i nhin ba ta cham cham.

“Nhung vi anh ta da thu nhan...”

“Vang, nhung diu d6 c6 dugc chitng minh khong a? Y t6i 1a anh ta
chang lién quan gi dén vu nay ca.”

“Khong,” toi néi. “Co thé 1a t6i ngu don, nhung t6i khong nghi thé. Néu
anh ta khong pham t0i sat nhan thi t6i khong hiéu anh ta gid vo nhan toi dé
lam gi!”

“Q, di nhién 1a phéi c6 1y do,” ba Marple néi. “Lé& thudng tinh ma. Bao
gio cling phai co ly do, dung khong a? Nhitng chang trai tré thuwong nong
ndy bop chop va c6 khuynh hwéng thién vé diéu t6i té nhat.”

Ba ta quay sang Griselda.

“Pong y vai toi khong, c6 minh?”

“T6i — toi khong biét nita,” Griselda dap. “Khong biét phéi néi 1a minh
nghi gi. T6i khong thdy c6 bat c 1y do nao khién Lawrence lai hanh dong
cuc ky ngoc nghéch nhw vay.”

“Néu ba trong thay vé mat anh ta t6i h6m qua...” t6i m& 10i.

“Xin muc sw ké toi nghe,” ba Marple noi.

Ba ta cham chu lang nghe t6i thuat lai viéc minh tré vé nha hom &dy. Khi
toi két thic, ba noi:

“T6i biét minh ngdc nghéch, nhwng thyc sy t6i khéng hiéu hét y ctia muc
su. Theo t0i, néu mot thanh nién da quyét tam gay toi ac bang viéc twdc bd
mang song cdia dong loai thi anh ta sé khong vi thé ma to6 ra quan tri sau do.
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Chac chan do6 la mot hanh dong nhan tdm c6 du tinh trwdc, va tuy ké sat
nhan c6 thé déi chut bi kich dong va c6 kha nang gay ra mot vai sai lam nho
nho, nhung t6i khéng tin anh ta lai roi vao trang thai boi r6i lo au nhw muc
su mo ta. Kho ma ty dat minh vao tinh huéng twong tw, nhung t6i khong thé
hinh dung mot trang thai nhw vay.”

“Chung ta dau biét chuyén xdy ra thé nao,” t6i bac. “Néu ho da cai nhau
thi vién dan c6 thé bay khoéi nong trong Itic Lawrence thiéu kiém ché, sau dé
anh ta m@i hodng kinh vé viéc minh da lam. Qua that t6i muon tin rang moi
viéc da thuc su dién ra nhu thé.”

“T6i hiéu, thwva muc sw Clement, c6 nhiéu cach xem xét sy viéc. Nhung
ching ta phdi nhin nhan cac dir kién ding theo thuc té phéi khong a? Theo
toi, cac dir kién khéng hé phu hgp vGi cach ly gidi ctia muc sw. Coé hau nha
ta da noi ré la 6ng Redding chi & trong van phong cé mot vai phut, chac
chan thoi gian ay khong dia cho mot cudc cdi va nhw muc sw da thuat lai.
Ngoai ra t6i dwgc biét ong dai ta bi ban vao dau ti phia sau trong khi 6ng ta
dang viét thuw ma — chi it d6 la diéu con hau nha t6i ké lai.”

“Hoan toan dung,” Griselda néi. “Hinh nhw 6ng ta dang viét rang minh
khong thé chd thém nita. Thu dé sau gio hai mwoi phit, ma chiéc dong ho
dé ban bi roi va ngirng chay lic sau gio hai mwoi hai pht, d6 chinh la diéu
khién Len va t6i cic ky hoang mang.”

Nang giai thich théi quen ching t6i vdn dong hé nhanh 1én muoi lam
phuit.

“That ky la,” ba Marple néi. “Thuc s qua doi la lung. Nhung theo t6i 1a
thw thdm chi con ky la hon. Y téi 1a...”

Ba ta ngung bat roi nhin quanh. Lettice Protheroe dang ditng bén ngoai
ctta hong. Co6 budc vao, gat dau chao chiing t6i va khé 1am bam “Xin chao.”

Co ngoi phich xudng ghé va noi vdi giong linh hoat hon thwong 1é:

“Ho da bat Lawrence roi, em nghe noi thé.”

“Phai,” Griselda dap. “D¢ la cu soc 16n véi ching toi.”

“Thuc sw em khong bao gid nghi ai lai di giét bd em,” Lettice néi. R
rang co t6 ra kiéu hanh khi khong dé 10 bat ¢t cam xtc dau buon nao. “Em
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chac chan nhiéu ngwoi mudn lam diéu nay. Nhiéu lan em cling mu6n tu tay
két liéu 6ng ay.”

“C0 an hodc udng chuit gi nhé Lettice?” Griselda hai.

“Khong a, cdm on. Em chi tat qua xem ba cé thdy cai m{i béré cia em @
day khong — cai mii be bé mau vang dy ma. Em nghi hom no em da bo
quén trong van phong.”

“Néu c6 dé trong van phong thi né van con do,” Griselda néi. “Mary c6
bao gio don dep gi dau.”

“Em sé vao xem,” Lettice ditng 1én néi. “Xin 16i vi da lam phién, nhung
hinh nhw em c6 cai mii nao thi cling danh mat hét ca.”

“Ta e rang con khong vao van phong bay gio dwgc,” to6i ndi. “Thanh tra
Slack da khoéa ctra phong r6i.”

“Oi cha! Buc qué di. Nhung ching ta c6 thé vao bing cita hong dugc
khong a?”

“Chac la khong, vi cira da chot tir bén trong roi. Lettice a, c6 chac la mii
béré mau vang thich hgp vdi con luc nay khong?”

“Muc su dinh n6i dén tang phuc phai khong? Con chang ban khoan gi vé
viéc mdc do tang ca. Theo con chuyén nay da qua 16i thoi. Nhwng that ray ra
cho Lawrence — vang, that ray ra.”

Co ding day va lo dang cau may.

“Con nghi tat ca la do con va chiéc 4o tam ma ra. Toan bo cau chuyén that
la ngé ngan...”

Griselda m@ miéng dinh no6i nhwng khong hiéu vi sao lai im bat.

Mot nu cuwoi la lung hé trén moi Lettice. Co diu dang noi:

“Con nghi minh nén vé nha dé bao cho Anne biét tin Lawrence bi giam.”

Co lai budc ra qua 16i ctra hong. Griselda quay sang ba Marple:

“Sao ba lai giam 1én chéan t6i?”

Ba gia mim cuoi:

“V1i t6i nghi c6 dinh néi diéu gi d6, c6 minh. Ci¥ dé moi viéc tu dién tién
theo cach cda né thi t6t hon. Co6 biét khong, t6i khong nghi rang con bé nay
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lo dang nhu né gia vo dau. Pau 6c né suy nghi rat ré rang ranh mach va né
hanh dong theo suy nghi dé.”

Mary g6 ctta phong an am 1 va gan nhu budc han vao phong.

“Chuyén gi?” Griselda hoi. “Mary a, c6 phai nhé la khong dugce go cira
phong. T6i da dan c6 trwdc roi co ma.”

“Thi twdng moi nguwoi dang ban ron,” Mary dap. “Pai ta Melchett vira tdi,
muon gap 6ng cha.”

Dai ta Melchett la chi huy canh sat hat. Toi ding bat day.

“Tui nghi chac 6ng ba khong muon tui dé 6ng ditng ngoai hanh lang, nén
tui dd dan 6ng vo phong khach r6i,” Mary noéi ti€p. “Tui don ban dwgc
chua?”

“Chwa dau,” Griselda dap. “T6i sé nhan chuong goi.” Nang quay sang ba
Marple, con toi roi khoi phong.
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Dai ta Melchett la mot nguoi nho tho lanh 1gi, c6 théi quen thwong xuyén
khut khit mfii. T6c 6ng hung hung dé va mat xanh biéc tinh anh.

“Chao muc sw,” ong noéi. “Nay, sy viéc kinh khung qua phai khong? Toi
nghiép lao Protheroe. Chang phai t6i wa gi 1ao ta. Khong hé. Ma ciing cha ai
va lao ay. Viéc cling it nhiéu lién can dén muc su nita. Hy vong khong lam
ba xa ctia 6ng qua lo lang chit?”

T6i dap rang Griselda tiép nhan tin nay mot cach rat virng vang.

“Vay thi may qua. Chuyén nhw vay xay ra trong nha thi qua té hai. Phai
ndi la t6i bat ngo vi cdu Redding — vé cach cau ta pham t6i. Chang ai nghi
ra dwgc chuyén nhu vay.”

Toi chgt mudn pha 1én cuwdi sang sac. Nhung ro rang viéc Melchett quan
tam dén mot tén sat nhan thi chang c6 gi la ky cuc ¢4, vi vay t6i git im lang.

“Phai ndi la toi kha stirng sot khi nghe chuyén cau ta budc vao don nap
minh,” dai td Melchett vira ngoi xuéng ghé vira noi tiép.

“Chinh xac chuyén xdy ra thé nao?”

“H6i muoi gio toéi hom qua. Cau ta x6ng vao, quang khau sung 1én ban roi
néi: ‘T6i day. Chinh t6i da lam viéc dy.” Vay do.”

“Anh ta khai thé nao?”

“Hét sirc kiém 10i. Tat nhién anh ta dwgc hwéng dan dé lam ban cung
khai, nhung anh ta chi cwdi to. Anh ta bdo dén nha tim muc sw nhung lai gap
Protheroe & d6. Hai ngudi cai qua cai lai r6i anh ta ban ong dy. Chang heé
khai la cai cg viéc gi. Clement nay — minh néi riéng véi nhau thoi, muc sw
c6 biét chit gi vé chuyén nay khong? Toi nghe don anh ta bi 6ng Protheroe
cam cia, dai loai thé. La chuyén gi — c6 phdi anh ta quyén rii con gai 6ng
ay khong, hay la chuyén gi? Vi lgi ich cia moi ngudi, ching t6i muon tranh
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cho c6 géi lién can vao viéc nay, cang it cang tot. Cé phdi la chuyén rac roi
ay khong?”

“Khong dau,” t6i dap, “6ng c6 thé tin ¢ toi rang c6 mot chuyén hoan toan
khac, nhwng ngay lic nay day thi téi khong thé néi gi hon.”

Melchett gat dau roi ding lén.

“Biét dwgc chirng dé la to6i mirng roi. Cai lang nay nhiéu ba tdm qua, thién
ha gi® dang xi xd0 ban tan dir 1dm. Cha, t6i phai di gip Haydock day. Ong ta
vira ndy duwge moi di kham & dau do, nhung gio chac vé dén nha roi. Xin néi
v6&i muc su rang toi rat thong cam véi Redding. Anh ta ludn gay an twgng
v6i t6i la mot thang cha t té. Co thé nguwdi ta sé nghi dén viéc bao chita cho
cau dy. Hau qua cua chién tranh, bénh than kinh, dai loai thé, dac biét la néu
khong tim ra dong co thich dang. Toi phai di day. Muc su c6 muon di véi toi
khong?”

T6i dap t6i rat muon di, va ching t6i cung ra khoi nha.

Nha Haydock & canh nha t6i. Nguwoi hau cua bac si bao o6ng vira vé dén
noi va dua ching té6i vao phong an, Haydock dang ngoi trudc dia thit lgn
muoi x6ng khdi va tritng con nong sot.

Béac si nha nhan gat dau chao chiing to6i:

“Xin thit 16i vi t6i di vang. C6 mot ca chuyén da. Con viéc cua 6ng thi
sudt dém qua t6i hau nhw thitc trang va da 1y ra dau dan roi, canh sat trudng
a.”

Ong ta chudi chiéc hop nho trén ban. Melchett sim soi.

“Pau dan hai muoi lam a?”

Haydock gat dau.

“T6i sé cung cdp cac chi tiét ky thuat trong budi tham tra,” 6ng noi. “Tat
cd moi diéu 6ng can biét la nan nhan hau nhw chét ngay 1ap titc. Cai tén tré
tudi dién r6 ngd ngan ay, han lam vay dé lam gi kia ch&? Ma la that, sao
khong ai nghe tiéng sting no ca.”

“Phdi, chuyén do cling lam t6i ngac nhién,” Melchett noi.

“Ctra s6 nha bép lai quay vé mot hwéng khac,” t6i néi. “Cira ra vao cac
phong lam viéc, phong dé thitc an va ctra bép déu dong, nén t6i ngd rang
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chang ai c6 thé nghe thay gi, ma trong nha chi c6 m4t minh c6 nguwdi hau.”

“Hum! That ky qudc!” Melchett n6i. “T6i ty héi liéu ba gia — ba gi ay
nhi — a, ba Marple c6 nghe thay chang. Cita s6 phong lam viéc lic ay dang
mag.”

“Co thé ba dy nghe,” Haydock noi.

“T6i lai nghi rang khong,” t6i néi. “Mdi lic nay ba dy dén nha muc vu va
khong hé da dong bat cit diéu gi; toi doan chac néu c6 chuyén gi can néi thi
ba ta da néi r6i.”

“Ciing c6 thé ba ta c6 nghe ma khong dé y — vi tuwéng doé la tiéng may xe
hoi no thi sao!”

Sang nay t6i thdy Haydock t6 ra vui tinh dé dai hon moi ngay rat nhiéu.
Ong ta nhv mot nguwdi lich thiép dang c¢6 ging kiém nén nhitng cam xiic tot
dep cua minh.

“Thé con 6ng ham thanh thi sao?” 6ng no6i thém. “Co thé lam chi. Nhw
vay thi sé khong ai nghe thay gi.” Melchett lac dau.

“Slack khong tim thay; 6ng ta héi Redding; ban dau Redding c6 vé khong
hiéu 6ng ay noi gi nhung sau dé phu nhan hoan toan 1a khong dung loai do.
T6i nght c6 thé tin anh ta.”

“Phai, kho than cau ta.”

“Cai thang ngu xuan chét tiét,” dai tda Melchett néi. “Xin 16i muc su
Clement, nhwng han ngu thiét. N6i cach nao do thi dau ai nghi han la ké sat
nhan!”

“Anh ta c6 dong co nao khong?” Haydock vira hop ngum ca phé cudi
cung vira day ghé ding 1én.

“Han bao ho cdi nhau r6i han mat binh tinh va ban 6ng ta.”

“Hy vong vao t0i ngd sat hit?” Vién bac si lac dau. “Néi dbi vay la khong
on chut nao. Anh ta lén dén sau luwng ong dai ta trong khi 6ng nay dang viét
thw va ban vao dau o6ng ay. Cé rat it thoi gian dé ‘cai co’.”

“Du sao thi cling khong du thoi gian dé ma cai nhau,” t6i noi khi nhé lai
10i ba Marple. “Lén vao phong, ban nguwdi, chinh Iti kim dong ho vé sau gio
hai mwoi phit r6i budce ra la da hét thoi gian cia anh ta. Toi sé khong bao
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gi0 quén guwong mat anh ta khi toi gap anh ta & cong nha, hodc cai cach anh
ta n6i, ‘Muc s muon gap Protheroe — 6! Muc sur sé gap ong ta ngay thoi!’
Chinh diéu ay khién t6i phai nghi ng® vé viéc vira xdy ra vai phut tredc do.”

Haydock nhin t6i tran troi:

“Muc st no6i gi — cai gi vira xdy ra trudc d6? Muc su nghi Redding ban
ong ta ldc nao?”

“Vai phut truée khi t6i vé dén nha.”

Béc si lac dau:

“Khong thé nao. Tuyét déi khong thé. Ong ta da chét truéc d6 1au roi.”

“Nhung ong ban than mén,” dai td Melchett kéu 1én, “chinh 6ng da noi
rang ntra tiéng dong ho chi la thoi gian wdc tinh thoi ma.”

“Ntta tiéng dong ho, ba muoi lam phit, hai rnwoi lam phat, hai mwoi phtt
thi c6 thé, nhung sém hon thi khéng. Vi sao? Vi néu vay thi khi t6i dén thi
thé nan nhan phai con dm.”

Chung t6i dam dam nhin nhau. Gwong mat bac si Haydock bién sac, bong
dung tré nén nhgt nhat va gia som. Toi ngac nhién vi su thay doi do.

“Nhung Haydock nay,” dai ta Melchett 1én tiéng, “néu Redding thira nhan
da ban 6ng ta lic bay gio kém muoi lam...”

Haydock ding bat day.

“T6i da bao vdi ong la khong thé duge,” 6ng ta gam lén. “Néu Redding
néi anh ta giét Protheroe ltc bdy gio kém muoi lam, dy l1a y n6i doi. Chét
tiét, toi da ndi véi 6ng to6i la bac si, va t6i biét. Liic &y méau da bat dau dong
lai r6i.”

“Néu nhw Redding noi doi thi,” Melchett bugt miéng, nhung r6i ong lac
dau va im bat.

“Co 1€ chiing ta dén don canh sat gap anh ta thi t6t hon,” 6ng néi.
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Trén dwong dén don canh sat, ching t6i hau nhw im lang. Haydock di lui ra
sau mot chut roi thi thao véi toi:

“Muc su biét 1a t6i khong thich nhin van dé kiéu ay. Toi khong thich. O
day c6 gi dé ma chuing ta chwa hiéu duwgc.” Trong ong ta hét sttc bon chon lo
lang.

Thanh tra Slack dang & don canh sét, va ngay sau do ching t6i dugc gap
trie tiép Lawrence Redding.

Trong anh ta xanh xao va cdang thang nhung hoan toan diém tinh — la
diéu qua phi thudong so véi tinh canh, téi nghi. Melchett thi ro rang la buc
doc, 6ng ta cit am a am W roi khit mii.

“Nay Redding,” ong noéi, “td6i duwgc biét anh da khai bao véi Thanh tra
Slack rang anh dén nha muc sw khodng bdy gio kém muwoi lam, da gap
Protheroe & dé, cdi co vdi ong ta, ban ong ta roi bé di. Toéi chwa doc qua 1oi
khai, nhung y chinh la nhw vay.”

“Vang.”

“T6i sé hoi anh mot vai cau. Anh da dugc thong bao rang anh khong can
trd 10i néu anh khong muon. Luat su caa anh...”

Lawrence ngat 10i:

“T6i chang c6 gi phai che gidu ca. Toi da giét Protheroe.”

“Ai cha cha! Vay thi...” Melchett khit khit miii. “Lam sao anh c6 khau
sung lic ay?”

Lawrence ngap ngirng:

“N6 & san trong tui t6i.”

“Anh mang theo khi dén nha muc vu a?”

“Phai.”
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“Tai sao?”

“Toi luon mang sung trong nguwoi.”

Anh ta lai lwdng Iy mot hoi méi tra 101, khién t6i tin chac anh ta khong néi
dang s that.

“Tai sao anh chinh déng h6 cham lai?”

“Pong ho a?” Anh ta c6 vé ngo ngac.

“Pung vay, kim dong ho Iic ay chi sau gio ham hai phut.”

Cai nhin day sg hai hién r6 trén gwong mat anh ta.

“Qi! La — dudng thé. Téi... t6i da chinh dong ho.”

Haydock vut hoi:

“Anh ban dai ta Protheroe & dau?”

“Trong van phong ctia muc su.”

“Y t6i 1a ban vao dau trén ngudi 6ng dy kia?”

“A — t6i... ban vao dau, tdi nghi thé. Vang, vao dau.”

“Anh c6 chac khong?”

“Ong biét roi, con hoi toi lam gi.”

Co tiéng x6n xao bén ngoai. Mot vién canh sat khong déi mii mang vao
mot bire thw ngan.

“Thw gii muc su, c6 ghi la t6i khan.”

Toi xé phong bi va doc:

Xin muc sw dén gdp to6i ngay — tbi van 6ng. Gio téi khong biét phdi
lam gi dGy. Moi viéc qud khting khiép. Té6i muén thwa véi muc s mét
s6 viéc. Xin muc sw vui long dén ngay Idp ti'c va moi ngudi nao éng
thich cung di véi 6ng.

ANNE PROTHEROE.

T6i dwa méat nhin Melchett day ngu y. Ong ta hiu ngay. Hai chiing t6i
cung budc ra. Khé ngoai lai dang sau, t6i thoang nhin thdy khudn mat cta
Lawrence Redding. Mat anh ta dan chat vao bitc thu trén tay t6i, va chwa
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bao gi¢ toi trong thdy mot cai nhin day thong kho va tuyét vong trén mat
nguoi ta nhw vay.

T6i nhd lai canh Anne Protheroe ngéi ¢ ghé sofa nha t6i va néi, “To6i la
ngwoi dan ba tuyét vong,” ma long thay nang triu buon dau. Gid thi t6i hiéu
ly do vi sao Lawrence Redding lai hién ngang dirng ra nhan tQi.

Melchett noi véi Slack:

“Anh c6 thong tin gi vé nhitng hoat dong ctia Redding vao ngay hom ay
tredc luc xdy ra sy viéc khong? Co vai ly do c6 thé nghi rang y ta ban
Protheroe sém hon la y khai. Anh lo chuyén nay dugc chia?”

Ong ta quay sang tdi va toi ling ling chia cho 6ng ta xem bitc thuw cta
Anne Protheroe. Melchett doc thw r6i ngac nhién bam moéi, sau d6 nhin toi
vé do hoi:

“Co phai day la diéu ma sang nay muc st con gidu toi khong?”

“Phadi, lic 4y t0i con chwa chac chan la minh c6 bon phan noéi ra hay
khong. Bay gio thi da ro.”

R6i t0i ké lai chuyén minh da nhin thay t6i h6m no trong xuwdng ve.

Vién dai ta trao doi vai cau vai thanh tra, r6i chiing toi 1én duwong dén Old
Hall. Bac si Haydock cling di v&i ching toi.

Mot quan gia an van rat chinh té ra md cia, vGi thai dé6 buén ba vira phai.
Melchett noi:

“Xin chao. Nh¢ anh goi c6 hau cia ba Protheroe dé bao rang ching t6i da
dén va mudn gap ba, r6i anh quay lai day va tra 10i mot s6 cau héi, dugc
khong?”

Anh quan gia quay qua buéc va quay lai ngay bao anh ta da nhan r6i.

“Nao, glo thi ta cung nghe thong tin vé ngay hom qua,” dai td& Melchett
noi. “Vao gio an triva 6ng chu anh c6 nha khong?”

“Thwa ngai c6 a.”

“Thai do 6ng ay van binh thwdng nhw moi ngay chir?”
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“Theo nhu t6i biét thi van binh thwong, thwa ngai.”

“Chuyeén gi xdy ra sau do6?”

“Sau bita an trua, ba Protheroe di nghi con ong dai ta thi vao phong lam
viéc. CO Lettice di choi tennis trén chiéc 6 t6 hai chd ngdi. Ong ba dai ta
dung tra lic bon gio rwdi trong phong khach. Lic nam gio rudi 6 to dwa 6ng
ba vao lang. Ngay sau khi 6ng ba di thi muc sw Clement goi dén.” — anh ta
cui dau chao t6i — “T6i thwa rang ho da lén duong.”

“Hirm,” dai t4& Melchett néi. “Ong Redding dén day lan cudi vao lic
nao?”

“Vao chiéu thit ba thia ngai.”

“T6i nghe ndi da c6 chuyén bat dong gitra ho phai khéng?”

“Tdi nghi thé thwa ngai. Ong dai t4 ra 1énh tir nay vé sau éng hoa si khong
duwgc dén day nira.”

“Cau co tinh co nghe 16m dugc ho cdi nhau khong?” dai ta Melchett hoi
huych toet.

“Thwa ngai, ong dai td Protheroe noéi rat to, nhat la khi 6ng ay ndi gian,
nén toi cé nghe 16m bom vai tiéng.”

“Co6 da dé cau hiéu nguyén nhan cudc tranh cai khong?”

“Theo t6i biét thi viéc ay lién quan dén bitc chan dung ma 6ng Redding da
vé — chan dung co Lettice.”

Melchett lau bau:

“Cau c6 nhin thdy 6ng Redding khi 6ng ta roi khéi nha khong?”

“Da c6 thira ngai, t6i da tién ong ta vé.”

“Trong ong ta co gian dit khong?”

“Khong thwa ngai, 6ng ay c6 vé thich thu thi ding hon, t6i cé thé n6i nhw
vay.”

“A! Hém qua dng ta khong dén day sao?”
“Khong, thwa ngai.”

“Co ai khac dén khong?”

““Hom qua thi khong, thwa ngai.”
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“Thé con ngay hom kia?”

“Vao budi chiéu 6ng Dennis Clement c6 dén, roi dén tién si Stone ghé qua
mot lic. Dén chiéu t6i thi c6 mot phu nhan.”

“Mot phu nhan a?” Melchett ngac nhién. “Ba ta la ai?”

Anh quan gia khong thé nhé tén ba ta. Trwdc gid anh ta chwa hé gap
nguwoi phu nit nay. Phai, ba ta c6 xung tén, va khi anh ta thwa rang gia dinh
dang dung bita t6i, ba ta bao ba c6 thé chg, vi vay anh dwa ba ay vao phong
khach nhé. Ba ta tim ong Protheroe chit khong tim phu nhan. Anh ta thwa
vOi ong dai ta, va khi vira an xong ong vao ngay phong khach.

Quy ba ay & lai bao 1au? Anh ta nghi khoang nira tiéng dong ho. Ong dai
t4 dich than tién ba ra vé. A, gid thi anh ta di nhd ra tén ba ay. La ba
Lestrange.

Qua la bat ngo.

“La that,” Melchett n6i. “bung la rat ky cuc.”

Nhwng ching t6i khong néi tiép chuyén nay nita vi lic ay co tin bao ba
Protheroe muén gap chung toi.

Anne nam trén giwvong. Mat ba ta nhgt nhat nhwng d6i mat sang ruwe, cai nhin
khién to6i boi roi — vi n6 boc 16 mét quyét tam khong lay chuyén.

Anne néi vai toi:

“Ta on muc su da dén ngay lap titc. T6i nghi muc suw da hiéu t6i dinh no6i
gi khi moi nguoi cung di voi ong.”

Ba ngap ngung.

“T6t nhat la nén két thiic sém chuyén nay phai khong?”

Ba ta khé nhéch mép cudi vira ky qudc vira tham hai. “T6i cho rang chinh
ong méi 1a ngudi téi can noi chuyén nay, dai td& Melchett a. Ong thdy do,
chinh t6i 1a nguwdi da giét chong t6i.”

Dai ta Melchett 6n ton noi:

“Ba Protheroe than mén...”
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“QOi! Hoan toan la sy that. Toi nghi rdng t6i dd noi kha thing thing,
nhung t6i khong bao gio bi bat ci¢ diéu gi kich dong ca. T 1au r6i tdi cam
ghét ong ta, va hom qua t6i da ban 6ng ay.”

Ba ta nam bep xu6ng goi va nham nghién mat:

“Co vay thoi. Toi nghi cac ong sé bat t6i va giai toi di. Toi sé ngoi day
thay quan do ngay khi cé thé. Gio thi toi dang rat mét.”

“Ba Protheroe, ba c6 biét ong Lawrence Redding da dau thu va nhan toi
hay chwa?”

Anne md& mat gat dau:

“T6i biét. Cau bé ngoc nghéch ay yéu toi lam. Anh ay hét sitc cao thwgng
— nhung cling rat ngoc nghéch.”

“Anh ta biét chinh ba da gay an ding khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Lam sao anh ta biét dwgc?”

Ba ta ngap ngung.

“Ba c0 noi voi anh ta khong?”

Ba ta van ngap ngung. Cudi cung c6 vé nhw ba da quyét dinh.

“Vang — toi da noi vGi anh dy...”

Ba ta ram r6 doi vai voi vé cau kinh:

“Gi0 cac ong c6 thé ra vé duge khong? Toi da noéi hét va khong muon noi
thém gi vé chuyén nay nita.”

“Ba lay sting & dau, ba Protheroe?”

“Stng a! O, n6 1a ctia dng nha t6i. T6i 14y trong ngin kéo ban trang diém
trong phong 6ng ay.”

“T6i hiéu. R6i ba mang sting dén nha muc vu a?”

“Vang. T6i biét ong ta sé dén do...”

“Luc ay la may gio?”

“Phai sau sau gio0 — sau gio muoi lam hay hai muoi gi do.”

“Ba c6 y dinh mang stng di ban chong minh a?”

“Khong — t6i... t6i dinh tw sat.”
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“T6i hiéu. Nhung ba lai dén van phong ctia muc su?”

“Vang. Toi tién dén gan ctra hong. Khong nghe tiéng néi nao. Téi nhin
vao trong va thay chong t6i. Dot nhién t6i noi gian — thé 1a téi no sing.”

“Roi sau do?”

“Sau d6 a? Oi, roi i bo di.”

“Va ké v@i 6ng Redding viéc minh da lam?”

Mot lan nita t6i nhan ra sy lwong ly trong giong néi ctra ba ta trwdc khi
noi ‘vang’.

“C0 ai trong thay ba vao ra nha muc vu khong?”

“Khong — nhung it ra la c6. La ba gia Marple. Toi néi chuyén vdéi ba ta
vai phut khi ba ta dang trong vueon nha minh.”

Anne lién tuc ngo ngudy dau trén goi.

“Thé da da chwa? T6i da néi vGi 6ng roi. Sao 6ng van tiép tuc quay ray toi
thé?”

Bac si Haydock dén bén ba ta va bit mach. Ong ra hiéu cho Melchett dén
gan.

“T6i sé & lai v6i ba ay trong khi 6ng lo gidi quyét nhitng viéc can thiét
khac,” 6ng thi thao. “Khong duge dé ba dy lai mot minh. Ba dy c6 thé quan
tri lam diéu dai dot.”

Melchett gat dau. Chiing t6i ra khoi phong va xudng lau. To6i trong thay
mot nguwoi gay go tai nhot vira buwdc ra tir phong ké bén, va trong con boc
dong t6i lai chay lén lau: “Cau cé phai la nguwdi hau cua dai ta Protheroe
khong?” Anh ta to vé ngac nhién:

“Vang, thwa muc su.”

“Cau c6 biét ong chi qua co6 ctia minh cat gitt mot khau sing & dau do
khong?”

“Toi khong biét chuyén do, thwa ngai.”

“Khong c6 trong ngan kéo ban trang diém cta 6ng dy sao? Cau suy nghi
Xem nao.”

Anh hau lac dau nguay nguay:
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“T6i cam doan la khong c6, thia muc sw. Néu c6 thi toi da thay roi. Toi
chac chan ma.”

T6i voi va xuong lau theo sau nhitng ngwoi khac.

Ba Protheroe da néi doi vé khau sing luc.

Vi sao?
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Sau khi dé lai thng bdo & don, 6ng canh sat trudng té y dinh dén tham ba
Marple.

“Muc s nén di vai toi thi tot hon,” 6ng no6i. “Toéi khong mudn lam cho
gido dan cua 6ng phai 1én con dién, vi thé phai nho t6i anh huwéng cua 6ng
dé cudc gap gd duoc nhe nhang.”

T6i mim cwdi. Nhin bé ngoai mong manh thé théi, nhung nang luwc ctia ba
Marple cé thé sanh ngang vd&i bat ¢t nhan vién canh sat hodc canh sat
treéng nao trén doi.

“Ba dy ra sao nhi?” vién dai ta héi khi ching t6i dang nhan chuodng ctra.
“Co thé tin moi diéu ba ta n6i khong?”

T6i can nhac van dé nay.

“T6i nghi c6 thé hoan toan tin cay ba ta,” toi than trong dap. “Nghia la,
khi ba ta néi vé nhitng gi minh thuc sy chitng kién, con vdi nhitng diéu ba
ay nghi thi — a, di nhién lai 1a chuyén khac. Tri twéng twgng ba ay rat phong
phti va bat ctt chuyén gi ba dy ciing nghi dén khia canh t6i té nhat.”

“M0ot ba co gia tiéu biéu,” Melchett cudi to. “Cha, gio t6i budc phai lam
quen v&i cai thé loai nay ddy. Oi trdi, chuan bi vao cudc nhé!”

Chtng t6i dwgc mot c6 hau gai bé loat choat dén tiép va dwa vao mot
phong khach nho.

“Hoi chat choi, nhwng toan do tot ca,” dai td Melchett nhin quanh noi.
“Phong cua quy ba, muc su Clement nhi?”

To6i tan thanh, va ngay ldc ay ctta phong mad ra va ba Marple xuét hién.

“Rat xin 16i vi da quay ray ba, thwra ba Marple.” Sau 10i gidi thiéu cua t6i,
vién dai ta noi tiép, ra vé tdc phong nha binh chéat phac ma theo 6ng ta sé 16i
cubn cac ba 1én tudi. “Ba biét dé, to6i dang lam nhiém vu.”
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“Di nhién, di nhién,” ba Marple néi, “t6i hiéu chit. Moi quy ong ngoi. To6i
c6 thé madi quy 6ng mdt coc nho rwgu cherry duge chit? Ty tay t6i lam theo
cong thitc cua ba noi t6i day.”

“Ba tot bung qu4, thua ba Marple. Cam on ba rat nhiéu, nhung t6i khong
thé. Khong udng bat ctt thit gi truedc biva an trwa, do la phuwong cham cua t6i.
Bay gi0 t6i muodn néi chuyén vdi ba vé sy viéc dau buon kia — thue sw rat
dau buon. Lam cho moi nguwdi déu roi tung ca lén, t6i chac chan thé. Nao,
hinh nhw véi vi tri ng6i nha va khu vieon ctia minh, ba cé thé cho ching toi
biét doi diéu vé budi chiéu hom qua chiy?”*

“That ra, hom qua t6i da & ngoai vuon t nam gio chiéu trd di, va tat
nhién la — a, vao gig ay thi don gian la nguoi ta khong thé khong nhin thay
nhitng chuyén xay ra ¢ nha ké bén.”

“Ba Marple, t0i nghe noi chiéu hom qua ba Protheroe cé di ngang qua day
phai khong?”

“Co, ba ta c6 di qua day. Toi goi ba ay, va ba dy ngam hoa hong toi
trong.”

“Ba c6 thé cho chiing t6i biét lic dy la may gio khong?”

“T6i c6 thé néi rang chi sau sau gio mwoi lam khoang mot hai phut thoi.
Vang, dung nhw vay. Bong ho nha thd vira d6 xong hoi chudng sau gio muoi
lam.”

“T6t lam. Roi viéc gi xady ra ké tiép?”

“A, ba Protheroe bao ba 4y dén nha muc vu tim chong r6i hai ngudi cling
vé. Ba ta di theo duong lang réi vao nha muc vu bang cong sau va bang qua
khu vuwon, 6ng hiéu khong?”

“Ba ay di tir dwong lang dén sao?”

“Phai, toi sé chi ong xem.”

Rat ham hd, ba Marple dwa chiing t6i ra viron va chi con duwong lang chay
men theo phia cu6i khu vieon nha ba.

“Con 16i mon @& trréc mat c6 buc tréo thi dan vé Old Hall,” ba giai thich.
“Dé la con duong ho sé cung nhau trd vé nha. Ba Protheroe tir lang dén ma.”
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“To6t 1am, tot 1am,” dai td Melchett néi. “Ba no6i phu nhan Protheroe di vao
nha muc vu phai khong?”

“Phai, t6i trong thay ba ta ré vao nha muc vu. T6i nghi 6ng dai td van
chwa dén do, vi ba ay trd ra hau nhw ngay 1ap tic ro6i bang qua bai cd dén
xuwéng vé — cai nha dang kia kia. La chd muc s cho Redding mwon dé dat
gia ve.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Ma nay — ba c6 tinh co nghe thay tiéng sting n6 khoéng, ba
Marple?”

“Luc 4y thi toi khong hé nghe tiéng sting,” ba Marple noi.

“Nhung cé lic nao ba nghe tiéng no6 khong?”

“C0, theo t6i c6 tiéng no & dau do trong ring. Nhuwng phai dén nam muoi
phit sau — va nhw tdi néi, 1a & trong rirng. it ra 1a t6i nghi vay. Khong thé 1a
— chac chan khong phai la...”

Ba ngtrng lai, mat tai nhot vi bi kich dong.

“Vang vang, chut xiu nita ching ta sé dén do,” dai ta Melchett n6i. “Xin
ba ké tiép di. Ba Protheroe di xuéng xuwdng veé a?”

“Phai, ba ta budc vao trong xwdéng. Chang bao lau sau ong Redding theo
con duong lang di t6i. Ong ta dén trudc cong nha muc vu roi nhin quanh
quat...”

“Va tréng thay ba, ba Marple.”

“That ra thi 6ng ta khong nhin thay t6i,” ba Marple hoi dé mat. “Bdi vi,
ong thay ddy, ngay lic dy t6i dang khom nguwdi xuéng — rang sitc nhé bui
b6 céng anh chét tiét. Khé nhd lam. Sau d6 ong ta budc qua cong va di
xudng xuong ve.”

“Anh ta khong lai gan nha muc vu a?”

“O khong, 6ng ta di thing t&i xwdng vé. Ba Protheroe ra cira dén ong ta,
sau d6 hai ngudi vao trong.”

T6i day ba Marple lai dung.

“C6 thé ba dy ng6i mau cho anh ta chang?” t6i ggi y.

“Co thé,” ba Marple dap.
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“R0i ho tr¢ ra — ltc nao?”

“Khoang muoi phut sau.”

“Ba wdc chirng thoi ha?”

“Chubng dong ho nha thd vira gé bao nita gio. Ho tan bo tir khu vueon ra
cong va di xu6i dwong lang, va ngay phit ay tién si Stone tit phia 16i mon
dan vé Old Hall di dén, 6ng ta budc qua buc tréo va gap ho. Ho ciing nhau di
bo vé phia lang. Bén cubi duong lang thi ho gap c6 Cram, dy la t6i nghi thé
nhung khong dam chac. Co6 1€ la ¢6 Cram vi ngwoi 4y mdc vay ngan lam.”

“Ba at phai c06 thi lyc rat tot mdi co6 thé quan sat xa dén thé, ba Marple.”

“T6i dang quan sat mot con chim,” ba Marple néi. “Mot chit chim hong
twdc c6 mao vang, toi doan vay. Mot chi chim nhé dé thuwong. T6i mang
ong nhom, vi vay nén t6i mai thdy c6 Cram dén gdp ho - néu dung la co
Cram, t6i nghi thé.”

“A, c6 thé 1a nhw thé,” dai t4 Melchett néi. “Nay, vi ba c6 vé quan sat rat
tot, ba c6 tinh co dé y thai do ctia ba Protheroe va ong Redding khi ho di
tréen dwong khong?”

“Ho mim cuwoi va tro chuyén,” ba Marple dap. “Trong ho vo cung vui vé
khi & bén nhau, néu 6ng hiéu t6i dinh néi gi.”

“Ho khong t6 ra boi roi hodac lo lang gi sao?”

“O khong! Nguoc lai 1a ding khéc.”

“Ky cuc that,” vién dai ta n6i. “Co diéu gi do cuc ky quai la trong toan bo
sy viéc nay.”

Ba Marple bat than lam ching t6i kinh ngac bang 16i nhan xét binh than:

“Ba Protheroe gio da nhan tgi chwa?”

“Ua, 1am sao ba doan ra diéu do, ba Marple?” dai ta hoi.

“A, t6i nghi chuyén dy c6 thé xay ra,” ba Marple dap. “Tdi cho ring
Lettice cling nghi nhu vay. Thyc sw la mot con bé rat sac sdo, nhung khong
phai Iic nao ciing trung thyc dau. Vay la Anne Protheroe khai minh da giét
chong. Cha cha. Toi khong tin do la sy that. Khéng, to6i hau nhw chac chan
diéu d6 khong ding. V6i mot phu nit nhw Anne Protheroe thi khong thé,
mac du ta khong bao gio hoan toan chac chan vé chuyén cua nguoi khac,
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ding khong? Chi it theo nhitng gi t6i da tim thay. Vay ba ta khai da ban 6ng
chong lic nao?”

“Vao lic sau gio hai muoi. Ngay sau khi néi chuyén véi ba xong.”

Ba Marple cham cham lac dau ra vé thuwong hai. Kiéu thwong hai cho hai
thang gia dau ma con ngdc nghéch dén mitc tin vao mot chuyén nhu thé, téi
nghi. Chi it 1a chiing t6i cam thdy thé.

“Ba ta ban bang cai gi?”

“Sung luc.”

“Ba ta ldy n6 & dau?”

“Ba ta mang theo trong nguoi.”

“A, khong ding dau,” ba Marple néi véi vé qua quyét bat ngd. “T6i thé 1a
nhv vay. Ba ta khong hé mang theo vat &y bén minh.”

“Co6 thé ba khong nhin thay thi sao!”

“Téat nhién la toi phdi nhin thay ch.”

“Néu ba ta dé khau sing trong xac tay.”

“Nhung ba ta dau c6 mang theo xac tay.”

“A, cling c6 thé ba ta giau no trong — o — trong nguoi!”

Ba Marple liéc nhin 6ng canh sat trwedng mdét cach thit vong va coi
thuong:

“Pai td Melchett kinh mén, ong thira biét cac thiéu phu ngay nay ra sao
chit. Ho chang hé biét xau ho khi khoe da khoe thit. Ngay ca khan quang co
ba ta con khong mang theo, huéng hé!”

Melchett van ngoan c6:

“Ba phai thira nhan la moi viéc déu trung khép, vé thoi gian thi dong ho
dé ban ngirng chay ldc sau gio ham hai phut...”

Ba Marple quay sang phia t0i:

“Muc st khong dinh néi la muc s van chuwa ké 6ng canh sat nghe vé
chiéc dong ho chir?”

“Cai dong ho lam sao ha muc su Clement?”

Nghe t6i ké xong, ong ta to6 ra rat birc minh:
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“Troi dat, tai sao toi hom qua 6ng khong néi véi Slack?”

“V1 ong ta co cho t6i mé& miéng dau,” toi dap.

“Vo ly, ong phai nai ni chit.”

“Co6 thé Thanh tra Slack xt s vGi 6ng hoan toan khac han xt sy vdi toi.
T6i khong hé cé chit co hdi nao dé nai ni 6ng ta.”

“N6i chung day la mot viéc ky la,” Melchett néi. “Néu c6 nguoi thi ba
dén va nhan toi giét ngwdi nay thi téi phai vao nha thwong dién mat thoi.”

“Néu toi dugc phép dé xuat...” ba Marple 1am bam.

“Gi kia?”

“Néu 6ng ké cho ong Redding nghe viéc ba Protheroe nhan t6i roi giai
thich vé&i anh ta rang 6ng thuc sy khong tin ba ay giét ngwdi. Roi sau dé néu
ong dén gap ba Protheroe va bao rang Lawrence da dau thu — ltic ay c6 thé
moi nguwdi ho sé ndi ra sy that véi 6ng. Va su that thi cé ich, mac du t6i dam
chac 1a ho khong hiéu biét nhiéu vé ban than dau, toi nghiép.”

“Rat c6 ly, nhung chi c6 hai ngudi d6 méGi cé dong co giét Protheroe ma
th6i.”

“O, t6i khong dinh néi vay dau, dai td Melchett,” ba Marple noi.

“Sao, ba nghi c6 thé con c6 ai khac nira a?”

“0 vang, ding vay d6,” ba dwa ngon tay ra dém, “mot, hai, ba, bon, nam,
sdu — phai, c6 thé la bay ngwoi. Toi nghi it nhat bay ngudoi c6 thé rat mirng
rd néu dai ta Protheroe bi trir khit.”

Vién dai ta nghét mdt nhin ba gia.

“Bay nguoi a? O lang St. Mary Mead nay sao?”

Ba Marple dinh dac gat dau.

“Ong nhé cho 1a t6i khong néu tén ai ca,” ba néi. “Vay khong hay. Nhtmg
toi e rang cudc doi nay c6 qua nhiéu cai ac. Mot quan nhan t té chinh tryc
va danh gia nhu 6ng khong thé biét dén nhitng chuyén nay dau, 6ng dai ta
a.”

Toi nghi 6ng canh sat tredng sap bi dot quy dén noi.
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10

Loi binh pham ctia Melchett vé ba Marple sau khi ching t6i ra vé hoan toan
chang cé chit nao khen nggi: “Cai ba c6 gia héo quat ay su6t doi hau nhw
khong budc chan ra khoi lang ma c¢ twéng cai gi minh cling biét! That ngd
ngan 16 bich! Ba ta thi hiéu gi vé cudc doi kia chi¥?” T6i 6n ton bao, cho dau
khong chiat nghi ngd rang ba Marple chang hiéu biét chit gi vé Cudc Doi
viét hoa, thi trén thyc té ba dy van nam dwgc moi chuyén xay ra & lang St.
Mary Mead nay.

Melchett bat dac di phai thira nhan diéu do, vi du sao ba ta cling la mot
nhan chitng quan trong — dac biét quan trong vdi y kién vé ba Protheroe.

“Nay, c6 thé tin vao diéu ba ta néi chi?”

“Néu ba Marple néi ba Protheroe khong mang sing theo thi 6ng c tin
dung la nhu thé,” t6i dap. “Néu c6 mdt chiat xiu kha nang xdy ra viéc do, ba
ay ciing sé tinh y nhan ra ngay.”

“Pung thé. Gio chiing ta nén dén xwdng vé thi t6t hon.”

Cai noi goi la xwdng vé chi la mét nha kho don so khong ctra s6 ma chi c6
mot 6 1ay anh sang ti trén mai nha. Loi ra vao duy nhat mot ctra céi. Xem
xét chan ché roi, Melchett ngo y sé cung véi thanh tra dén tham nha muc vu.

“Gio thi toi vé don day.”

Khi t6i bwdc vao nha qua ctta chinh, tiéng tro chuyén ri ram vang dén tai
toi. T6i m& civa phong khach. Cé Gladys Cram dang tro chuyén s6i noi véi
Griselda trén ghé sofa. Co ngo6i bat chéo chan, cdp dui mang vé dai mau
hong bong nhoang, va t6i c6 co hdi dé quan sat thdy c6 mac quan chén bang
lua soc mau hong.

“Minh ddy a, Len,” Griselda noi.
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“Chao bubi sang, thua muc suw Clement,” c6 Cram noi. “Tin vé ong dai ta
that qua khung khiép muc sw nhi? Bang thwong cho 6ng lao.”

“Co Cram c6 nha y dén gitp chung ta cung vGi cac nit Hwéng dao sinh*.
Cha nhat tuan trede ching ta c6 kéu goi ngudi gitp dd, minh nhé khong?”

T6i nh@ chit, va nghe giong Griselda, t6i doan chac c6 Cram sé khong bao
gio tw nguyén tham gia néu khéng c6 suw c6 giat gan vira xdy ra ¢ nha muc
VUL

“Em vira n6i vdi ba Clement la em nghe tin nay chang khac nao sét danh
ngang tai,” c6 Cram néi tiép. “Trong ngoi lang héo 1anh nhé xiu nay — vé
khoan héo lanh thi muc sw phai cong nhan — khong cé dén cai rap phim
cam ciling khong c6 phim long tiéng — vay ma lai c6 an mang? Nghe nan
nhan la dai ta Protheroe em lai cang khong tin néi. Du sao loai ngudi nhw
ong ta thi dau c6 dang bi giét!”

T6i khong biét theo c6 Cram thi dau la tiéu chuan can thiét cho viéc bi
muu sat. Toi khong bao gid chi y dén viéc ngudi bi giét hai phai thudc vé
mot tang 16p dac biét nao, nhwng chac chan trong cai dau téc vang ngan ciin
con nhu con trai kia dang co6 y nghi nao do.

“Vay nén c6 Cram m&i tat qua day tim hiéu sy tinh,” Griselda noi.

T6i sg cach noéi thang ay sé lam phat y c6 nang, nhung co ta chi hat dau ra
sau roi hoac miéng cudi to, khoe ca rang ca loi:

“Ba tinh y qua di, ba Clement. Nhwng chuyén nhw vay ai ma chang muén
biét hét moi ngoc ngach, ding khong ba? Em cam doan ba muén em giup
cac nit hwéng dao sinh kiéu nao thi em ciing san sang gitp. Viéc dé rat tha
vi, ma tinh em thi ham vui. Khong phai vi cong viéc cia em khong tot hay
lvong khong cao hay tién si Stone khong tir té véi em dau. Nhung mot diva
con gai mudn c6 cho giao du sau gid lam viéc thi ngoai ba ra, con ai & lang
nay dé ma tan chuyén ngoai may ba gia 4c on kia, ha ba Clement?”

“Co Lettice Protheroe day,” toi noi.

Gladys Cram hat ham:

“C0 ta qua cao sang kiéu ngao doi vdi hang tién dan nhw em. Ty cho minh
la nhat x1 nén chang thém ha mat ngo tGi mot dita con gai phai lam viéc dé
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kiém séng. Vay chit chinh em da nghe c6 ta néi dén viéc ty minh di lam
nuoi than d6. Nhung thir héi ai them thué c6 ta chit? R6i xem, chi ba bita la
bi dudi c6 lién. Co ta c6 ma lam ma-no-canh, trong quan do vo roi lvgn tdi
lwon lui, chi vay thoi.”

“Lettice lam ngwoi mau thi rat t6t,” Griselda chang hé c6 y nanh ac. “Mat
c6 ay xinh xan nhw vy ma. Nhung c6 ay noi dén viéc di lam hoi nao vay?”

Co Cram ling ting mot chut nhwng réi 1ay lai vé 1au linh thuong 1é:

“Tin an twgng phdi khong ba? Nhung ding la c6 ta da ndi vay. Theo em
nghi chuyén nha c6 ta chang vui vé gi dau. Bat em song chung véi di ghé thi
em ciling chang & lay dwgc mot phut.”

“O, nhung c6 1a nguwdi rat can dam va ty 1ap,” Griselda nghiém trang noi,
va toi nhin nang ngo vuc.

Co Cram hai long thay ro:

“Chinh xac lu6n, em la vay do. T té thi em nghe 10i, chi ditng c6 ma
diéu khién em nha. Truéc day khong lau cé6 ngudi xem chi tay em da phan
nhw vay. Khong, em khong phai loai nguwdi chiu ngoi yén dé cam chiu bi bat
nat dau. Ma em ciling da n6i rd vGi tién si Stone la em phdai c6 ngay nghi
thudng nién. May ong lam khoa hoc thi ci¥ coi con gai bon em chang khac gi
c6 may — hau nhw chang dé y hoac nhé ra c6 n6 ¢ dé.”

“Lam viéc véi tién si Stone, co c6 thady vui khong? Néu c6 thich moén
khao c6 hoc thi cong viéc nay sé rat thua vi.”

“Tat nhién la em khong hiéu biét nhiéu vé bd moén nay,” c6 gai thu nhan.
“Cai chuyén dao m6 cu6c ma nguwdi chét hang tram nam réi — a — cé vé
qua to mo toc mach ding khong ba? Vay ma tién si Stone lai mai mé cong
viéc dy dén d6 em ma khong nhac thi 6ng ta cling quén luon an udng.”

“Sang nay ong dy c6 & cho khai quat khong?” Griselda hoi.

Co Cram lac dau.

“Sang nay ong ay hoi khé 6,” co giai thich. “Khong day lam viéc noi. Co
nghia la hom nay con bé Gladys nay dwoc nghi.”

“Ta xin 16i,” t6i noi.
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“0, dau c6 gi. Chua c6 cai chét thi hai dau. Nhung thwa muc su Clement,
em nghe noi sudt sang nay muc sw ¢ don canh sat. Muc st n6i em nghe ho
nghi gi vay?”

“A,” t6i cham rdi noi, “van con mot s6 viéc chwa xac minh.”

“Ai cha! Rét cudc thi ho khong tin d6 1a Lawrence Redding. Anh ay banh
trai quda, ding khong? Hét nhu tai ti xiné. Khi chao héi ai thi anh ay mim
cwdi méi dé thwong lam sao. Em thyc sy khong tin vao tai minh khi nghe
canh sat bat anh. Tham chi ngudi ta con noéi bon ho rat dan dén — bon canh
sat do.”

“Trong trdng hop ndy thi cd khé ma 1én 4n ho,” t6i néi. “Ong Redding tw
dau thd ma.”

“Cai gi?” co gai lang nguoi di thay rd. “Cha — anh chang khon kho! Néu
em giét nguwoi thi em khong dai gi ma di nép minh. C¢ twéng Lawrence
Redding phai khon ngoan hon, ai lai dau hang nhw vy chi¥! Ma vi sao anh
ta giét Protheroe? Anh ta khai gi vay? Chi la do cai nhau thoi a?”

“Chuyén anh ta giét ong ay thi khong hoan toan chac chan,” t6i dap.

“Nhung dung la vay roi — néu anh ay nhan minh giét ngudi thi thue sy
anh dy phdi biét chit thwva muc su?”

“Tat nhién anh ta phai biét,” t6i dong y. “Nhwng 10i khai cua anh ta khong
thuyét phuc canh sat.”

“Nhung tai sao anh ay lai nhan toi néu khong cé lam?”

Vé diém nay toi khong c6 y dinh thong tin thém cho c6 Cram, vi thé toi
nai lap ling:

“Ta nghi trong tat ca nhitng vu an quan trong thi canh sat thwong nhan
dugc nhiéu 1a thw tha toi nhw thé.”

“Bon ngu xuan!” C6 Cram don nhan tin nay bang giong diéu vira ngd vuc
vtra khinh bi.

ROi c6 ndi thém: “Em thi em chang bao gio lam vay.”

“Ta tin em khong bao gid nhw thé,” t6i noi.

“A, gid em phai bién day,” c6 thd dai roi ditng 1én. “Phai béo tin 6ng
Redding ty thd giét nguwdi cho tién si Stone mdéi dwogc.”
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“Ong ay c6 quan tdm chuyén nay khong?” Griselda hoi.

C6 Cram ling ting cau may. “Ong 4y thiét ky la, ba ching bao gi& néi
chuyén véi ong ta dwge dau. Lic nao cling chi nghi dén chuyén qua khi.
Gia st 6ng ta c6 co hoi ngam con dao Crippen* tirng cat c6 vo han ta thi
ong cling khong thich bang ngam nghia lwdi dao dong cii han ri dao dugc &
may go ma do.”

“A, ta phai thi nhan 1a ta dong y v6i dng ay,” toi lén tiéng.

Co Cram t6 vé khong hiéu va hoi khinh khi, sau d6 c6 1ap lai 16i chao va
ra vé. Khi canh ctra khép lai sau lung co6 ta, Griselda 1én tiéng:

“Co ay khong dén noi té lam dau, that d6 minh a. Tat nhién ciing tam
thwong dung tuc, nhung 1a loai phu nit to khée va vui tinh ma ta khéng thé
ghét dugc. Em tuw hoi that ra diéu gi khién co dy tim dén day minh nhi?”

“Do to mo théi.”

“Vang, em ciing nghi vay. Nao, minh ké em nghe di Len, em nén néng
qua.”

T6i ngoi xudng va ké twong tan moi viéc xdy ra sang nay, Griselda thinh
thoang xen vao vai than tir bay t6 vé ngac nhién va quan tam.

“Rot cudc nguoi Lawrence theo dudi l1a Anne chi khong phai Lettice!
Chitng ta c6 mat ma nhv mu! Chac han dé la diéu hdm qua ba Marple néi
bong nai gio, minh c6 nghi vay khong?”

y»

“Co6 minh a,’” toi vira noi vira ngoanh di.

Mary buéc vao.

“Cé hai ngwdi méi t6i — & tda bao, ho néi vay. Ong c6 tiép ho khong?”

“Khong, dit khoat 1a khong,” t6i dap. “Bdo ho dén gap Thanh tra Slack &
don canh sat di.”

Mary gat dau va quay ra. Toi néi vdi theo:

“Chirng nao c6 tong khit duwgc ho thi quay lai day nhé. T6i muén héi c6
vai diéu.”

Mary lai gat dau. Vai phtt sau c6 trd vao.
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“Mét nguoi madi dudi dugc ho di,” cb ta néi. “Muc su chwa tirng thay ai li
lom vay dau. Khong biét lam sao ma ttr choi nita!”

“T6i nghi ching ta sé con gap rac roi vGi ho nita day,” toi bao. “Mary nay,
diéu t6i muon hoéi co la: Co c6 hoan toan chac chan chiéu t6i hom qua co
khong nghe thay tiéng sting né khong?”

“Tiéng sung ban ong dai td ha? Khong, tat nhién la tui khong nghe, chi
néu nghe thi tui da chay vo coi chuyén gi xdy ra r6i.”

“Phai, nhung... ” NhG lai ba Marple da néi minh nghe cé tiéng sing
‘trong rung’, t6i chuyén sang héi cach khac. “Co cé nghe thiy tiéng sting
nao khac — ttr phia rirng chang han?”

“Cha! Dé tui nhé lai coi.” Co ngap ngirng. “Tui nghi la c6. Chi c6 mot
phat thoi chit khong nhiéu, ma tiéng n6 la lam.”

“Chinh xéc lic may gio?” T6i hoi.

“Gio ha?”

“Phai, may gio?”

“Tui khong ndi chinh xac duwgc, chi biét chac la ngay sau lic udng tra
bubi chiéu.”

“C0 c6 thé noi chinh xac hon m6t chiat dwge khong?”

“Khong, khong dwgc. Tui con nhiéu viéc phai lam ma, ding khong? Pau
phai lic nao cling ranh ma di dom dong h6 — chuyén dé chang ich gi —
dong ho bao thitc thi moéi ngay cham tgdi bon muoi lam phit, ma hét chuyén
no t6i chuyén kia, lam sao tui biét chinh xac la may gio duwgc.” Biéu nay co
thé gidi thich vi sao bita an nao cua ching t6i cling khong bao gio ding gio,
luc thi qua mudn con luc thi qua sém.

“Trudc khi 6ng Redding dén c6 1au khong?”

“Khong, khong lau. Chirtng muwoi — mudi lam phut thoi — khong hon.”

T6i gat gu té vé hai long.

“Xong chwa?” Mary hoéi. “Tai vi tui muon néi la tui dang dé nguyeén tang
thit trong 10 va banh pudding thi qua Iira r6i.”

“Pugc, co co thé di.”
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Co ta ra khoi phong, con toi quay sang Griselda:

“Minh khong bao ban cho c6 ta biét 1é phép mét chit sao?”

“Em noéi réi nhung ¢o6 ta ¢6 nhé dau. Minh phdi nhé 1a c6 ta méi vao
nghé.”

“T6i biét ro diéu d6,” téi néi. “Nhuwng khong thé gitt mai cai 16i thiéu kinh
nghiém md&i vao nghé nhw thé. T6i nghi minh ciing can day Mary chuit it vé
nau nuwéng nira.”

“A, em khong dong y v6i minh dau nhé,” Griselda dap. “Minh thira biét
ching ta khong c6 nhiéu tién dé thué nguwdsi hau. Hé lic nao ho lam tot hon
la chac chan ho sé bé ching ta ma di. Ho kiém cho khac Iwong cao hon la
chuyén binh thwong. Nhung chirtng nao Mary con nau an dé va cu xt¢ kém
nhw thé — 4, thi ching ta con an tam la khong ai muon thué c6 ta minh a.”

T6i nhan ra cach quan ly ngwoi hau cta vo t6i khong hoan toan bira bai
nhw t6i twéng, ma cé co sé lap luan han hoi. Thué mot c6 hau véi cai gia
phai chap nhan viéc c6 ta khong biét nau nwéng, lai thwong xuyén xan thing
dung nia va binh pham vé nguwoi khac tho 16 dén sttng sot, thé c6 dang
khong, thi con la viéc phai ban cai.

“Du sao di nita, luc nay ma c6 ta cu x@t té hon trwdc thi minh ciing phai
chdp nhan théi,” Griselda néi tiép. “Minh khéng thé mong c6 ta thwong cam
vé cai chét ctia dai ta Protheroe khi chinh 6ng ta giam ban trai caa co dy.”

“Protheroe bat giam ban trai c6 ay a?”

“Vang, vi t6i san trom. La Archer, minh biét anh ta ma. Mary da di lai vdi
anh ta hai nam nay roi.”

“Anh khong biét chuyén ay.”

“Len yéu diu, minh thi c6 bao gio dé y chuyén gi dau!”

“That ky qudc la ngwdi nao ciing bao tiéng sung n6 vong tir khu ring ca.”

“Em nghi chuyén ay khéng c6 gi 1a ky qudc,” Griselda néi. “Minh thay
do, ngudi ta thuwong xuyén nghe sting no trong rirng. Vi thé dwong nhién khi
nghe tiéng sing nd, nguwoi ta sé nghi ngay rang né & trong ring. Co thé tiéng
no ay hoi to hon binh thwong mot chit. Di nhién néu ngwoi ta @ phong ké
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bén, ho sé nhan ra la sting n6 ngay trong nha, nhung ctra s6 nha bép lai trong
ra huwéng khac, nén em cho 1a Mary khong thé nghi khac hon.”

Citra lai mé.

“Pai ta Melchett quay lai,” Mary noéi. “Cé 6ng thanh tra nita, ho n6éi muén
gdp muc su. Pang ¢ trong phong lam viéc.”
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11

Thoang nhin t6i da thay dai td& Melchett va Thanh tra Slack khéng nhat tri
v6i nhau vé vu an nay. Melchett to ra bue boi cau kinh con vién thanh tra thi
mat sing may sia.

“Phai no6i la t6i rat ti€c vi Thanh tra Slack khong dong y vdi toi rang cau
Redding vo t0i.”

“Néu khong giét nguwdi thi anh ta di dau thd lam gi co ch&?” Slack ngo
vire hoi.

“Ong nhé gium 1a ba Protheroe ciing hanh dong hét nhw thé théi, Slack

N »

a.

“Chuyén dé khac. Ba ta la phu nit, ma phu nit thi hanh dong theo kiéu
ngoc nghéch. Tam thoi toi khdng néi la ba ta giét nguwdi. Ba ta nghe Redding
bi két t0i, thé 1a ba ta bia ra cau chuyén ctia minh. M4y chiéu nay t6i ranh
lam. Pan ba ma lam chuyén dién khung thi c6 néi 6ng cling chang tin dau.
Nhuwng Redding thi khac. Bau 6c anh ta chat ché dau ra d6. Va néu anh ta
thd nhan minh pham t6i, a, thi t6i néi rang anh ta c6 lam. Khau sting do la
ctia anh ta — 6ng dirng quén diéu d6. Va nhd cau chuyén cta ba Protheroe
ma ching ta biét dwgc dong co cua anh ta. Trudc day do6 khong phai la diém
chinh, nhung gio thi ching ta biét réi — sao, moi viéc gio da rd ranh ranh.”

“Theo 6ng thi anh ta c6 thé ban Protheroe sém hon khong? Vao sau gio
rwdi chang han?”

“Anh ta khong thé lam diéu dé.”

“Ong c6 kiém tra cac hoat dong ctia anh ta khong?”

Vién thanh tra gat dau.

“Vao lic sdu gid muoi phit, anh ta & trong lang, gan Blue Boar. T do6
anh ta di theo con duong lang phia sau noi ba gia nha ¢ gan do trong thay
anh ta, nhw ba ay da bao v6i 6ng — phai no6i la ba ay khéng bé qua diéu gi
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— va c6 cudc hen vdi ba Protheroe ¢ xuwdng vé trong veon. Ho cung roi
xwong vé ngay sau sau gio rwdi va di theo con duwong lang vao lang roi gap
tién si Stone. Ong Stone lam chitng vé viéc ndy — t6i da gdp o6ng dy. Ho
ding tro chuyén vai phut canh bwu dién, r6i ba Protheroe vao nha ba
Hartnell muwon cu6n tap chi vé lam vweon. Toi da gap ba Hartnell r6i — ding
nhv vay. Ba Protheroe & lai d6 tro chuyén véi ba Hartnell cho dén bay gio
dung, roi ba ta bao la da mudn va phai vé nha.”

“Thai d6 ba ta lIic ay ra sao?”

“Rat vui vé thodi mai, ba Hartnell n6i vay. Tinh than 6n dinh — ba
Hartnell qua quyét rang dau 6c ba ta khong cé van dé gi.”

“Néi tiép xem nao.”

“Con Redding anh ta di véi tién si Stone dén Blue Boar va cung nhau
uong rugu. Anh ta roi quan lic bay gio kém hai muoi, di nhanh theo duwong
lang r6i xuéng con dwong dan vé nha muc vu. Nhiéu nguwdi trong thdy anh

»

ta.

“Lan nay anh ta khong di con dwong phia sau lang a?” dai ta binh luan.

“Khong — anh ta di theo con dwong phia trudc, hoi tim muc su, nghe noi
dai ta Protheroe dang & d6 — anh ta vao nha muc vu r6i ban 6ng dy — ding
nhv 10i anh ta ty thi! Sy that ding la nhw thé va ching ta khéng can phai
tim kiém gi thém.”

Melchett lac dau:

“Con c6 chitng ci do béc si cung cap nita. Ong dirng bé ngoai tai diéu do.
Protheroe khong thé bi ban sau sau gio ru6i dugc.”

“Qi dao, bac si!” Thanh tra Slack khinh khinh. “Ong cit di ma tin 15i bac
si. Dé ho bé tryi ham rang cua 6ng xong réi mdi xin 16i xin phai, trong khi
do6 thi ong dang dau rudt thira. Bac si thoi nay toan mot giudoc nhu vay!”

“Pay khong phdi viéc chan doan bénh, vé diém nay thi bac si Haydock
khéng dinh chic chin tuyét déi. Ong khong thé chéng lai chitng ¢ phap y
Slack a.”

“Du gi di nita cling con 10i chitng ctia t6i,” dot nhién t6i nhd lai tinh tiét bi
bd quén. “Luc tdi cham vao thi ti thi da lanh ngat. To6i thé nhw vay.”
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“Ong thdy chua, Slack?” Melchett néi.

Thanh tra Slack vui vé chiu thua.

“A, tat nhién, néu 1a nhv thé. Nhung vu an nay hay ddy. C6 thé noi 1a 6ng
Redding ctt qua n6n néng mudn bi treo c6 thoi.”

“Ban than sy viéc nay theo t6i c6 gi d6 khong binh thwong,” dai ta
Melchett nhan xét.

“A, khong giai thich dugc tinh khi dau,” vién thanh tra néi. “Cé nhiéu quy
ong trd nén kha gan dd sau chién tranh. T6i cho rang gio ta phai bat dau lai
t* dau.” Ong ta quay sang toi. “Vi sao muc su lai khién t6i hiéu sai lac vé
chuyén cai dong ho, tdi that khong hiéu néi thwa muc sw. Ong da can tré tw
phap cong chinh.”

T6i cdm thay bi xtic pham:

“T6i da ba lan c6 gang noi, nhwng lan nao cling vay, ong déu bat toi cam
miéng va khong them nghe.”

“Po chi la cach néi thoi, thia ngai. L.é ra muc sw hoan toan c6 thé noi véi
t6i néu mudn ndi. Pong ho va to thw cé vé hoan toan an khép vdi nhau. Bay
gi® theo muc su thi cai dong ho chay sai gio. Toi chwa bao gio gap truwong
hop nay. Du sao thi van dong hé nhanh hon mudi lam phit 1la dé lam gi
chua?”

“La dé cho ding gio.”

Viéen thanh tra khit miii.

“T6i nghi 6ng khong can phdi ndi tiép chuyén nay, thanh tra a,” dai ta
Melchett néi khéo. “Piéu chiing ta can bay gid la ba Protheroe va anh chang
Redding phai khai that. T6i da goi dién cho Haydock va yéu cau 6ng dy dwa
ba Protheroe dén. Khoang mudi lam phit nita ho phai c6 mat & day. Toi
nghi trede hét nén goi cd Redding dén day nira.”

“T6i sé lién hé v&i don,” Thanh tra Slack néi va nhac dién thoai.

“Va bay gio ching ta sé lam viéc tai phong nay,” 6ng ta vira dat ong nghe
xubng vira noi.

Ong ta nhin t6i day ngu y.

“Co lé 6ng muon t6i ra ngoai phai khong,” toi noi.
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Thanh tra l1ap titc mé& cwra cho t6i. Melchett goi véi theo:

“Khi nao cau Redding dén thi muc sw quay lai nhé? Ong 1a ban cau ta, c6
thé dng sé du uy luc dé thuyét phuc cau ta ndi ra sy that.”

T6i nhan ra vg toi va ba Marple dang chum dau vao nhau.

“Chung em dang ban bac moi kha nang cé thé xdy ra,” Griselda néi. “Toi
wac chi ba co thé gidi quyét vu nay, ba Marple a, giong nhw ba da lam trong
vu nha ba Wetherby bi mat trom xau tom 16t d6. Moi chuyén la do n6 goi
cho ba nhé lai mot chuyén hoan toan khac vé bao than da.”

“Co cuoi nhao t6i a, coO em than mén,” ba Marple n6i, “nhung xét cho
cung do la cach rat ding dan dé tim ra sy that. Chinh la cai nguoi ta goi la
tre giac va tranh cdi vé no. Truc gidc cling giong nhu viéc doc ding mat tw
ma khong can phai danh van. Mot dia tré khong thé lam viéc nay vi né co
qua it kinh nghiém, nhwng nguwdi 16n thi biét rd vi ho da thwong xuyén nhin
thay tredc dé réi. Muc su hiéu toéi mudn néi gi khong, thwa muc su?”

“Cé, toi nghi 1a toi hifu,” t6i cham rai tra 15i. “Y ba 1a néu mot sy viéc
nhac ta nhd dén mot sy viéc khac — a, thi c6 thé dé la sy viéc twong ty.”

“Chinh xac.”

“Vay chinh x4c la vu muu sat dai ta Protheroe ggi ba nhé dén diéu gi?”

Ba Marple tha dai.

“Cho nay dung la kho. To6i da nghi dén rat nhiéu chuyén twong tu, chang
han thiéu t4 Hargraves, ngwoi quan ly tai san cua nha thd va la nguwoi rat
duwgc kinh trong, hoa ra ong ta lai c6 vg 1€ con riéng — mot ba tirng 1a hau
phong, nghi ma xem! Lai c6 nam dita con — chinh x4c la nam dita — khién
VO va con gai 6ng ta bi soc khung khiép.”

T6i c6 hét sitc nhirng khong sao hinh dung dwgc dai ta Protheroe trong vai
nguwoi pham toi vung trom.

“R0i con c6 chuyén giat i nita,” ba Marple noi tiép. “Ba Hartnell so y bo
quén chiéc tram cai dinh ngoc mat meo ctia minh trong chiéc 4o choang cé
diém xép nép va dua tdi hiéu giat. Nguwoi dan ba nhan doé giat khong hé tham
chiéc tram ay va hoan toan khong phai la ké cap, nhung ba ta lai mang né di
gidu trong nha mot nguwoi dan ba khac roi bao canh sat la ba ta thay ngwoi
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dan ba nay lay né. La ac y, cac vi biét khéng, hoan toan la 4c y, ma dong co
la lung thay la do thu tinh. D1 nhién la vi mot nguoi dan ong. Bao gio cling
vay.”

Lan nay du c6 nghi xa hon nita t6i cting khong lién hé dugc viéc twong
duong. Ba Marple van tiép tuc vGi giong mo mang:

“Roi chuyén ¢6 con gai cia Elwell khon kho — mot c6 gai xinh dep thanh
canh — lai tim cach tran 4p cdu em trai minh. R6i vu ngwdi choi dan 6ng
bién thu tién chi cho chuyén du lich cta doi dong ca nam (trwdc khi 6ng vé
nham chitc ¢ day) vi vg anh ta ng nan ngdp dau. Phdi, tit vu nay ngudi ta
nghi dén nhiéu — rat nhiéu viéc khac nita, nhung rat kho tiép can sy that.”

“Mong ba néi cho t6i biét, bdy nguwdi bi tinh nghi la nhitng ai?” t6i hoi.

“Bay nghi can ay a?”

“Ba da néi theo ba cé dén bay ngudi cé thé — a, vui mirng trwdc cai chét
cua dai ta Protheroe ma.”

“T6i ndi thé u? A, to6i nhd ra minh c6 néi.”

“Chuyén ay c6 that khong?”

“O, chic chin 1a c6 that a. Nhung t6i khong nén nhic tén ho ¢ day. Muc
su O thé hoan toan ty minh nghi ra ho, t6i chac chan thé.”

“Thuce sy t6i khong thé. Theo toi 1a Lettice Protheroe, bdi 1é con bé c6 kha
nang dugc hudong gia tai sau khi bé né qua doi. Nhung viéc nay ma quy cho
c6 ay thi vo ly qud, va ngoai c6 ay ra thi t6i khong nghi ngo ai khac.”

“Con c0 thi sao, co em?” ba Marple quay sang hoi Griselda.

Mat Griselda dé birng khién t6i kha bat ngd. Mat nang dwong nhu rom
rém. Nang van veo doi tay nho nhan roi kéu Ién phan no:

“Oi, thién ha ddng ghét — dang ghét quéa di. Ho néi gi vay chi! Chi toan
nhitng chuyén doc dia xau xa...”

T6i ngac nhién nhin nang. Hinh nhuw Griselda khong bdi roi lo du dén mitc
ay. Nhan ra anh mat cta t6i, nang cudi guong:

“Pirng nhin em nhw thé mau vat la khién minh t6 mo, cling dirng néng voi
ma di chéch huéng Len a. Em khong nghi la Lawrence hay Anne, ma
Lettice cling vO can. Thé nao chuing ta cling tim ra vai manh mdi khac.”
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“Tat nhién c6 birc thv d6,” ba Marple néi. “Co nhd lai xem, sang nay toi
da néi bic thu dy hét strc ky 1a.”

“Thw c6 vé xac dinh thoi diém 6ng ta chét,” t6i noi. “Nhung diéu do co
xay ra nhu vay khong? Ba Protheroe vita ma@i roi van phong, chi da thoi
gian di dén xwdng vé. Cach duy nhat t6i co thé gidi thich viéc nay la
Protheroe xem dong ho tay ctia minh, va dong hé ong ta chay cham. Theo
t0i c6 vé do la giai phap kha thi.”

“Em lai c6 y khac,” Griselda noi. “Len a, gia st dong hé da bi chinh lui
gio — a ma khong, viéc cling sé xay ra giong nhu thé théi — em that ngoc!”

“Khi anh r&i khoi nha thi dong ho khong hé bi chinh,” t6i néi. “Anh nh&
anh con so gid vdi dong ho deo tay ma. Tuy nhién nhw minh no6i thi diéu nay
chang lién quan gi dén van dé hién thoi.”

“Ba nghi sao, ba Marple?” Griselda hoi.

Ba gia lac dau.

“Co em o1, toi thu nhan t6i hoan toan khéng suy nghi theo huéng ay. Diéu
khién t6i thay ky la ngay ti* dau, chinh la tiéu dé birc thw.”

“T6i lai khong thay thé,” t6i néi. “Pai ta Protheroe chi viét rdang ong ay
khong thé cho 1au hon nita...”

“Vao lic sau gio hai mwoi phut a?” ba Marple néi. “Coé hau Mary cuia
muc s da thra véi ong ay it nhat phai sau gio redi muc sw méi vé, va hinh
nhw 6ng ta dd san sang ngoi chg dén lic ay, thé ma vao sau gio hai mwoi 6ng
ta lai ng6i xuong viét rang ‘khong thé cho 1au hon nira’.”

T6i tr6 mat nhin ba gia, cam thay cang kinh trong hon nang luc tri tué caa
ba. Véi tri thong minh sac sdo, ba da nhin thay diéu ma ching t6i khong
nhan ra. D6 1a mot chuyén ky la — hét sirc ky la.

“Gia nhu btrc the khong ghi gio...” t6i noi.

Ba Marple gat dau.

“Pung thé a, gia nhw n6 da khong ghi gio!”

T6i c6 moi 6¢ nhd lai mau gidy viét the vGi nét chit nguéch ngoac khong
10 ay, & dau trang ghi 6.20. Con s6 nay ro rang khéng cung nét chit vdi phan
con lai cua birc thu.
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T6i ha hoc mém kinh ngac.

“Gia st thu khong ghi gio,” téi ndi. “Gia st khoang 6 gio 30 dai ta
Protheroe sot rudt va ngoi vao viét rang ong ta khong thé cho 1au hon. Va
trong khi 6ng ta dang viét thi c6 ké nao d6 buéc vao qua cita hong...”

“Hodc la qua cwa chinh,” Griselda goi y.

“Vay thi ong ta sé nghe tiéng ma@ ctra va ngang lén nhin.”

“Muc su nhé cho la dai ta Protheroe hoi lang tai,” ba Marple néi.

“Vang, ding thé. Ong ta c6 thé khong nghe thdy. Du vao bing nga no di
nita, tén sat nhan ciing lén dén sau lwng dai ta va ban 6ng ta. Roi han ta nhin
thay birc thuw cung chiéc dong ho va ndy ra mét y. Han ghi con s6 6.20 lén
dau thw va chinh kim déng ho vé 6 gio 22 phit. D6 1a mot y do6 khén ngoan
nham gitp han ta c6 chitng cé ngoai pham hoan héo, hodc l1a han ta nghi nhw
thé.”

“Va diéu ching ta mu6on tim ra la mot ai dé cé chitng ct ngoai pham ro
rét vao lic 6 gio 20, nhung lai khong hoan toan ngoai pham, a — that chang
dé gi,” Griselda néi. “Ta khong thé xac dinh thoi gian.”

“Chung ta c6 thé xac dinh thoi gian trong pham vi gigi han rat hep,” toi
noi.

“Theo Haydock, thdi diém xady ra vu an cham nhat la 6 gio 30, nhung toi
nghi c6 thé chuyén dén 6 gio 35 vdi 1ap luan la ré rang Protheroe khong thé
sot rudt khi chwa dén 6 gio 30. Theo t6i co6 thé ndi hau nhu ching ta biét ro
diéu do.”

“Con tiéng suing ay, t6i c6 nghe — phdi, ct cho la hoan toan c6 thé nhw
vay. Va toi chang suy nghi gi — hoan toan khong. That by'c minh. Tuy nhién
gio day khi c6 nhé lai thi t6i thay hinh nhu tiéng sting dy khac vdéi tiéng
sung ma t6i da ting nghe. Vang, dung la khac han.”

“Lén hon hay sao?” t6i goi y.

Khong, ba Marple khong cho rang tiéng né ay to hon. Thyc sy ba thay
khé noéi rang khac nhau ra sao, nhung ba van khang khang la cé khac. T6i
nghi c6 kha nang ba ty thuyét phuc minh tin nhw vay hon la thyc sy nhé lai,
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nhung ba vira gop cho chiing t6i mot cach nhin mdi rat c6 gia tri vé sy viéc
nay khién t6i cam thay vo cung kinh trong ba.

Ba ding 1én, 1am bam rang minh chi dinh tat qua ban luan mot chut vai
Griselda than mén vé vu 4n — gio thi xin kiéu. T6i dwa ba ra tan twong bao
va cong sau r6i trd vao nha, thay Griselda dang tram ngam suy nghi.

“Minh van dang nghi nggi vé bitc thw dy a?” t6i héi.

“Khong Len a.” Nang chgt rung minh r6i nhin vai vdi vé st rudt. “Em
dang suy nghi, ké nao d6 han phdi thu oan Anne Protheroe ghé lam.”

“Thu oan ba ay u?”

“Phai. Minh khong thdy sao? Khoéng c6 bang chitng thwe sw chong lai
Lawrence — moi bang chitng chong lai anh ta déu la céi ta goi la ngau
nhién. Anh ta chi tinh c& ndy ra y dinh dén day. Néu anh ta khong dén — a,
thi khong ai c6 thé nghi anh ta c6 lién quan dén t6i ac dwgc. Nhung Anne thi
khac. Cho la c6 ai do biét ba dy dén day ding vao 6 gio 20 — theo dong ho
va gio ghi trén 14 thw — thi moi viéc déu nham vao ba dy. Em khéng nghi
chi vi muén tao chitng ct ngoai pham ma ai dé6 da chinh kim déng hé —
theo em con hon thé — ho da c6 gan t6i cho ba dy. Néu ba Marple khong
noéi rang Anne khong mang sung trong nguwoi va cho biét ba ay chi Iwu lai
mot chit trwde khi xuéng xwéng vé — phai, néu khong cé nhitng 10i ay
thi...” Nang lai rung minh. “Len a — em cdm thay c6 ké nao do rat thu ghét
Anne Protheroe. Em... em khong thich diéu dé.”
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12

T6i dugc goi vao van phong khi Lawrence Redding dén.

Trong anh ta phd phac va cé vé gi d6 am mudi, to6i nghi thé. Dai ta
Melchett than mat chao anh ta.

“Ching t6i mudn hoi anh doi diéu — & day, ngay tai hién truong,” ong
noi.

Lawrence khé nhéch mép cuoi:

“Lam theo kiéu Phap a? Dién lai t6i ac dung khong?”

“Pirng no6i vdi ching to6i bang cai giong ay, anh ban than mén,” dai ta
Melchett n6i. “Anh c6 biét vira c6 ngudi khac cling dén nhan t6i giét nguoi
ma anh da tha nhan gay ra khong?”

Nhitng 16i ay lap tic khién Lawrence béi r6i.

“M — mot nguoi khac a?” Anh ta lap bap. “La... la ai?”

“Ba Protheroe,” Melchett nhin anh ta dap.

“Vo6 ly. Ba dy khong hé lam chuyén nay. Ba ay khong thé lam. Khong
thé.”

Melchett ngat 10i anh ta:

“La that, ching toi cling khong tin vao cau chuyén cta ba dy. Va cé thé
noi chung toi cling khong tin ca cau chuyén cua anh. Bac si Haydock qua
quyét an mang khong thé xay ra vao thoi diém ma anh khai minh da ra tay.”

“Bac si Haydock néi vay sao?”

“Pung thé, va anh thdy d6, du anh c6 mu6n hay khong thi anh ciing da
dwgc minh oan. Va bay gio chiing t6i mudn anh gitp do, ké cho ching t6i
nghe dich xac chuyén gi da xay ra.”

Lawrence van do du.
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“Ong khong lira t6i ve... vé chuyén ba Protheroe dé chi? Thuc sy dng
khong nghi ngd ba dy sao?”

“T6i xin 18y danh dw ma néi,” dai ta Melchett dap.

Lawrence thd dai.

“T6i la thang dién,” anh ta néi. “Qua dién khung! Sao t6i lai cé lic nghi
rang ba dy da lam diéu dé nhi...”

“Anh ké cho chung t6i nghe tat ca vé chuyén ay di,” vién canh sat tredng
goiy.

“Ciling chang c6 gi nhiéu ma ké. Téi — t6i gap ba Protheroe chiéu hom
ay...”

Anh ta ngap ngung.

“Veé viéc nay thi ching t6i da biét ca roi,” Melchett néi. “Anh c6 thé nghi
tinh cdm gitta anh va ba ay la tuyét d6i bi mat, nhwng thuc t€ moi nguwdi déu
biét va ban tan. Bat luan thé nao thi gio day chuyén da bai 19.”

“Thé thi rat t6t. T6i nghi 6ng ndi ding. Toi da hita véi muc sw day...” anh
ta dua mat nhin t6i, “sé... sé ra di ngay lap titc. Chiéu to6i hom ay toi gap ba
Protheroe tai xwdng vé lic 6 gio 15. T6i néi vGi ba ay vé quyét dinh cta
minh. Ba ay cling dong y vdi t6i rang chi con cé cach d6 ma théi. Ching toi
— chung t6i tam biét nhau.

“Ro6i ching t6i roi xwdong vé, va hau nhw gap tién si Stone ngay lap tic.
Anne c6 lam ra vé hoan toan ty nhién, con t6i thi khong thé. To6i cing Stone
dén Blue Boar uong rwgu. Sau dé t6i nghi minh nén vé nha, nhung khi dén
goc dwong nay thi toi doi y va quyét dinh dén gap muc sw. Toi mudn céd
nguoi dé ké vé chuyén da xdy ra.

“C0 hau cho t6i biét muc sw di vang nhung sap vé, va dai ta Protheroe
dang ngdi chd trong phong lam viéce. A, toi nghi viéc gi minh lai bé di —
nhw thé c6 vé nhv minh dang lan tranh 6ng ta. Vi thé t6i bao minh cling sé
dgi, roi toi vao phong lam viéc.”

Anh ta dung lai.

“Ro0i sao nita?” dai td Melchett hoi.
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“Protheroe dang ngo6i tredc ban gidy — dung nhw muc sw da phat hién.
T6i dén gin — cham vao ngudi 6ng ta. Ong ta da chét. Roéi téi nhin xudng
va trong thay khau sung luc nam trén san nha canh 6ng ay. T6i nhat n6 1én
— va ngay lap titc nhan ra dé la khau sting cita minh.

“T6i diéng nguwoi. Khau sing luc cta t6i! Va thé la to6i di ngay dén két
luan, chac han Anne da l1dy cap khau sting cuia t6i vao lic nao d6 — dé tu
két liéu doi minh néu ba ay khong thé chiu dung dwgc nita. Co thé ba ay da
hanh dong ngay hém ay. Sau khi chiing t6i vao lang, chac ba dy da quay lai
va — va — 0i! To6i phat dién khi nghi dén diéu d6. Nhung dung la t6i nghi
thé. T6i nhét sing vao tii va bé di. Vira ra t6i cong nha muc vu thi t6i gap
muc su day. Muc sw néi gi dé6 moét cach ty nhién vé viéc cd hen véi
Protheroe — con t6i d6t nhién mudn pha 1én cwdi. Thai d6 cia muc sw van
binh thwdng nhw moi ngay con téi thi sap bi treo ¢6. To6i nhd minh da hét to
mot cau gi d6 ngd ngan va thdy mat muc suw bién sac. T6i gan nhw mat tri.
Toi bwdc di — budc di — sau cung to6i khong thé chiu dyng noi nita. Néu
Anne da lam cdi viéc rung ron dy thi t6i phai chiu trach nhiém, chi it la vé
mat dao dirc. Thé la t6i di nap minh.”

Khi anh ta n6i xong, moi nguwdi im lang. Roi vién dai ta cat tiéng ranh rot:

“T6i mubn hoi anh mot vai cau. Thit nhat, anh c6 cham vao hay xé dich tt
thi khong?”

“Khong, toi khong hé cham vao xac. Khong can cham vao thi cling c6 thé
thay la ong ta da chét.”

“Anh c6 dé y thay bitc thu nam trén ban thdm bi t@ thi che khuat mot
phan khong?”

“Khong a.”

“Anh c6 dong gi vao chiéc dong ho khong?”

“T6i khong hé dong vao dong hé. T6i nhd hinh nhw c6 chiéc dong hé nam
trén mdt ban, nhung t6i khong dong tdi nd.”

“Con khau sing cta anh, lan cu6i anh thady né la vao lic nao?”

Lawrence Redding ngam nghi.

“T6i khong nhg chinh xac.”
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“Anh dé sing ¢ dau?”

“Oi, trong déng do linh tinh & phong khach nha t6i, trén ké sach.”

“Anh viit n6 lung tung thé a?”

“Vang, thuc sy toi khong hé nghi dén n6. Chi la dé & do théi.”

“Vay bat ct ai budc vao nha anh ciing c6 thé thay khau sing ay sao?”

“Phai.”

“Va anh khong nhé ra minh nhin thay né lan cuéi ltic nao a?”

Lawrence cau may c6 nhd lai:

“Ngay hom kia thi t6i hau nhu chac chan né con nam & d6. T6i nhé minh
da dé n6 sang mot bén khi 1dy cai tdu thudc cli. Téi nghi dé la ngay hom kia
— nhung cling c6 thé 1a mot hom triwdc dé niva.”

“Thoi gian gan day c6 ai dén nha anh khong?”

“O, nhiéu 1dm! Khach vao ra lién tuc. Vao ngay hom kia nha t6i c6 tiéc
tra, Lettice Protheroe, Dennis va cd ddm ban ctia ho. R6i con may ba lao
thinh thoang lui t6i niva.”

“Anh c6 khéa ctra nha khi di vang khéng?”

“Khong, viéc gi phdi khoa co chit? Nha t6i chang c6 gi dé mat trom, ma &
day cling chang ai khéa ctra.”

“Ai coi soc viéc nha cho anh?”

“Sang nao ba lao Archer ciling dén, goi la ‘lam theo gio’.”

“Anh nghi xem ba ta c6 thé nhd khau sung & dé lan cudi la lic nao
khong?”

“T6i khong biét nita. Cé thé ba ay nhd. Nhung t6i khong nghi ba dy cham
lau chui bui bam.”

“Thé nghia la — hau nhw ngudi nao cling cé thé 14y khau sting dy a?”

“Co6 vé nhu thé — vang.”

Ctta mé& va bac si Haydock cung Anne Protheroe buwéc vao. Trong thay
Lawrence, ba giat ban nguwdi, con anh ta thi dom budc vé phia ba.

“Tha 16i cho t6i, Anne a,” anh ta néi. “Nghi dén nhitng gi da lam t6i thay
minh dang kinh t6m.”
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“T6i...” Anne ngap ngung, roi nhin dai td Melchett vé van lon. “Diéu bac
si Haydock noi v6i toi c6 diang khong?”

“Rang ong Redding khong phai 1a nghi can v? Bung thé. Con bay gio thi
cau chuyén caa ba nhw thé nao, ba Protheroe? Nao, chuyén ra sao?”

Anne mim cu0i ngugng ngung:

“Cac ong nghi t6i that dang so phai khong?”

“Cha, phai noéi la qua dai dot. Nhwng viéc da xay ra roi. Ba Protheroe a,
diéu gio day t6i muon biét la sy that — toan b sy that.”

Anne nghiém nghi gat dau.

“T6i sé noi. Toi nghi 6ng da biét — moi chuyén.”

“Phai.”

“Chiéu t6i hom ay t6i c6 hen vGi Lawrence — 6ng Redding — & xudng
v& vao ltic sau gio muwdi 1am. Ong nha t6i va téi ciing di xe hoi vao lang. Téi
c6 viéc phai di mua sam. Khi chiing t6i chia tay, tinh cd 6ng dy sé gap muc
sw. T6i hoi lo lang vi khong thé nhan cho Lawrence hay. T6i — a, that bat
tién khi gap g& anh 4y trong vwon nha muc s ma chong tbi lai dang &
phong lam viéc cua muc su.”

No6i dén dé ba ta do birng mat. Mot khoanh khac khéng dé chiu chit nao
v6i ba.

“T6i ngam nghi va thdy c6 thé chong t6i sé khong & lai lau. D€ tim hiéu,
toi di theo dwong lang phia sau vao vieon nha muc su. Toi hy vong khong ai
trong thady minh, nhung tat nhién ba Marple thi phai ¢ trong vieon ba ay! Ba
130 goi t6i lai va chung toi trao doi vai cau, va toi gidi thich rang t6i dén tim
ong nha t6i. To6i thdy minh phai néi gi do, nhung t6i khong biét ba ay cé tin
toi hay khong. Trong ba ay hoi — 1a la.

“Sau khi chao ba 4y, t6i di ngay vao nha muc vu va vong theo goc nha
dén cho ctra s6 phong lam viéc. To6i rén rén bwdc, rat khé, mong nghe dugc
tiéng ndi tu bén trong, nhung t6i ngac nhién vi khong nghe thay gi ca. T6i
liéc nhin vao, thay trong phong khong c6 ngudi, thé 1a to6i voi va bang qua
bai c6 xudng xuwéng ve, Lawrence hau nhw cling dén ngay lap tic.”

“Ba noi trong phong khong c6 ai sao, ba Protheroe?”
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“Vang, 6ng nha t6i khong c6 ¢ do.”

“La lung chwa!”

“Thwa ba, ba dinh n6i la minh khong thdy éng dy phai khong?” vién thanh
tra hoi.

“Phai, toi khong thay ong ay.”

Thanh tra Slack thi thao vao tai canh st treéng, 6ng nay gat dau.

“Ba Protheroe, néu khong phién, xin ba vui long cho chiing t6i xem chinh
xac ba da lam gi khong?”

“Puogc chit a.”

Anne ditng 1én, Thanh tra Slack m& civa hong va ba ta budc ra san hién
r6i danh mot vong dén canh phdi ng6i nha. Thanh tra Slack lén giong ra 1énh
cho t6i dén ngo6i vao ban viét.

Khéng hiéu sao t6i khong thich lam viéc nay cho lam, vi né mang lai cho
t06i cam giac kho chiu. Tuy vay, di nhién la t6i van tuan theo.

Ngay sau do toi nghe tiéng chan titr bén ngoai. Tiéng chan dirng lai trong
phtt choc ré6i bwdc lui. Thanh tra Slack ra dau bao t6i tré vé phia bén kia
gian phong. Ba Protheroe lai buéc vao qua nga ctra hong.

“Co chinh xac la nhv vay khong?” dai ta Melchett hoi.

“Toi nght la chinh xac.”

“Vay ba c6 thé cho ching t6i biét, khi ba nhin vao phong thi chinh xac
ong muc su dang ngoi ¢ dau?”

“Muc s a? To6i — khong, toi e rang minh khong biét. Téi khong nhin
thay ong ay.”

Thanh tra Slack gat gu.

“P¢ 1a vi sao ba khong nhin thdy 6ng nha. Ong ay ngbi trudc ban viét &
goc phong.”

“QOi!” Anne ngdp ngilrng roi bat ngd tron méat kinh hai. “Khong phai & chd
ay — cho ay...”

“Phai, ba Protheroe a. Liic ay 6ng nha dang ng6i ¢ cho kia kia.”

“Oi!” ba ta run ray.
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Vién thanh tra hoi tiép:

“Ba c6 biét ong Redding c6 md6t khau sung khong, ba Protheroe?”

“Co6 a. Cé lan anh ay da noéi vai t6i.”

“Co bao gio ba gitr khau sung ay khong?”

Anne lac dau.

“Vay ba c6 biét 6ng Lawrence cat sung & dau khong?”

“T6i khong dam chac. Téi nghi — vang, t6i nghi minh da trong thay no
trén ké sach nha anh dy. Anh dé sting & do6 phai khong Lawrence?”

“Lan cubi cung ba dén nha 6ng ay la khi nao, ba Protheroe?”

“0, khoang ba tuan trudc. Vo chong tdi dén dung tra v6i anh ay.”

“Va tir d6 dén nay ba khong tGi d6 nita sao?”

“Khong, toi khong dén nita. Co6 thé do trong lang cé qua nhiéu 16i dam
tiéu, ong thay do.”

“Chac chan roi,” dai td Melchett lanh nhat tra 10i. “Ba c6 thé cho to6i biét,
ba thwong gap ong Redding ¢ dau?”

Anne do mat.

“Anh dy thwong dén nha t6i. Anh dang vé chan dung Lettice. Sau dé
ching t6i — chuing t6i thuwong gap nhau trong ring.”

Dai ta Melchett gat dau.

“Nhu thé da da chwa?” Giong ba ta bong dung nghen ngao. “That khing
khiép — khi phai ké véi 6ng moi chuyén. Ma — ma khong c6 diéu gi sai
trai & day ca. Khong c6 gi ca — that ddy, khéng c6 gi dau. Chung t6i chi la
ban bé th6éi ma. Ching t6i khong thé khong quan tdm dén nhau.” Ba ta nhin
béc si Haydock véi vé khan khoan, va con ngudi dé mém long kia lién buwdc
tGi.

“T6i nghi vdi ba Protheroe thé da du r6i, Melchett a,” 6ng noi. “Ba ay bi
soc nang — ma soc nhiéu chuyén.”

Ong canh sat truéng gat dau.

“Thue sy 1a toi khong con gi dé hoi ba nita, thira ba Protheroe. Cam on ba
da rat thang than tra 10i cac cau héi cua t6i.”
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“Vay — vay t6i c6 thé di dugc chi?”

“Ba muc su c¢6 nha khong?” Haydock héi. “T6i nghi ba Protheroe mudn
gdp ba ay.”

“Cé, Griselda c6 nha ddy,” tdi dap. “Ong c6 thé tim co6 dy & phong
khach.”

Anne va Haydock roi phong, va Lawrence Redding di cung vdi ho.

DPai td Melchett bam moi va nghich con dao roc gidy, con Slack thi sam
soi la thw. Lic ay toi dé cap y kién cia ba Marple.

Slack xem xét can than 14 thu.

“Lay danh dy ma thé,” 6ng ta ndi, “toi tin ba 1do dy c6 ly. Nhin nay thua
muc s, ong khong thdy sao? — nhitng chit s6 nay dugc viét bang thit muc
khac. Ngay gio dugc viét bang bt may, néu sai ¢t goi la téi di dau xudng
dat luén!”

Tat cé ching t6i déu kha phan khich.

“Di nhién 6ng da 1dy dau van tay trén la thu roi,” canh sat trudng noi.

“Ong nghi gi thé, dai ta? Trén 14 thw hoan toan khong c6 dau van tay, con
trén khau sing la dau van tay ctia Lawrence Redding. Cé thé da c6 dau tay
cua nguoi khac trueée khi Redding lam cai chuyén ngu dai ma bé no vao tui
minh, nhung bay gid thi khong cé gi ro rang dé hiéu dung sy viéc ca.”

“Thoat dau vu an té ra rat bat 1gi cho ba Protheroe,” dai ta tram ngam noi.
“V6i anh chang Redding thi cang bat 1gi hon nita. Pa c6 ching c& ba
Marple cung cap la ba Protheroe khéng mang sting theo minh, nhuwng cac ba
cao tudi thwong hay nham lan lam.”

To6i lang thinh, nhung khong dong tinh vdi 6ng ta. Téi hoan toan chac
chan Anne Protheroe khong hé mang sung trong ngudi vi ba Marple da néi
thé. Ba Marple khong phai la loai ba gia dé sai lam. Ba c6 s& trwong dac biét
la bao gio cling chinh xac.

“Piéu lam t6i boi r6i la khéng co ai nghe thay tiéng sung ca. Néu luc ay
sung no thi phéi c6 ai d6 nghe thdy — bat ké ho nghi n6é phat ra tir huwéng
nao. Ong nén néi chuyén vai cd hau thi t6t hon Slack a.”

Thanh tra Slack nhanh nhau bwéc ra ctra.
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“Pirng héi c6 dy cé nghe tiéng sing trong nha khong,” téi néi. “Béi néu
ong lam thé thi c6 ta sé phu nhan ngay. Hay goi d6 la phat sting trong rirng.
Do 1a loai tiéng sing duy nhat co6 ta sé thira nhan da nghe thay.”

“T0i biét cach xoay x& ma,” Thanh tra Slack dap roi di khuat.

“Ba Marple bdo ba ta nghe tiéng sing mudn hon,” dai td& Melchett tram
ngam. “Chuing ta phai xem ba ay xac dinh thoi gian c6 chinh xac khong. Tat
nhién cé thé cé tiéng sing ¢ dau dé nhung khong lién quan dén vu nay.”

“Cé thé 1a thé, di nhién r6i,” to6i tan thanh.

Vién dai ta di tGi di lui trong phong, r6i dot nhién néi:

“Muc su biét khong, t6i thay vu nay héa ra con phitc tap va kho khan hon
ching ta nghi rat nhiéu. Me kiép, phai c6 chuyén gi d6 dang sau vu nay.”
Ong khit miii. “C6 diéu gi d6 ma ching ta khong biét dwoc. Chiing ta chi
mdi bat dau, Clement a. Luwu y 16i t6i ndi, chiing ta chi méi bat dau. Bong
ho, bitc thw, khau sting — tat ca nhitng thit ay chang c6 y nghia gi.”

Toi lac dau. bung la ching chang c6 nghia ly gi.

“Nhung t6i sé tim hiéu ngon nguén. Khong can phdi nhd dén Scotland
Yard. Slack 1a ngwdi khon ngoan. Rat khon ngoan. Tinh nhw chén ay. Ong ta
sé danh hoi theo cach ctia minh dé tim ra sy that. Ong ay da titng rat thanh
cong trong mot s6 vy, va vu nay sé la kiét tdc ctia 6ng ta. M6t s6 nguoi co
thé moi Scotland Yard, nhung toi sé khong lam thé. Ching ta sé pha an ngay
tai Downshire nay.”

“T6i cling mong thé, chac chan roi,” t6i noi.

T6i cO gang té ra nhiét tinh, nhung t6i da san khong wa Thanh tra Slack
nén vién canh thanh céng cua 6ng ta chang hé khién t6i phan khdi. Mot
Slack thanh cong tham chi con dang ghét hon mat Slack that bai, t6i nghi.

“Nha bén canh la cta ai vay?” 6ng dai ta bong hoi t6i.

“Y 6ng la ¢ cudi duong phai khong? La nha ba Price Ridley.”

“Sau khi Slack lam viéc xong vdi 6 hau cua muc s thi ching ta sé cung
dén ba Ridley. Cé thé ba ta nghe thay gi d6. Ba ta khong bi diéc chi?”

“Phai noi la ba ay thinh tai lam. T6i dang can cit vao thang Dennis nay
that. N6 phai hiéu rang canh sat thwong dau co biét dua!
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“Dung c6 ngdc thé, Dennis,” téi cau kinh noi.

Thang bé ngay tho tron mat ngac nhién.

“Chau da bao day chi la 10i néi dua,” n6 noéi. “Bac Len chi néi ai ma giét
dai ta Protheroe xem nhu gitp ich cho doi ma thoi.”

“A, diéu nay giai thich mot s6 chuyén cd hau néi,” Slack néi.

Nguwoi gitp viéc cling rat hiém khi biét bong dua. To6i tham raa thang
Dennis da 16i chuyén nay ra. Vu nay va vu céai dong hoé sé khién thanh tra
nghi ngo toi sudt doi cho ma xem.

“Pi nao Clement,” dai ta Melchett néi.

“Cac bac di dau vay, cho chau theo v6i dugc khong?” Dennis hai.

“Khong, khong dugc,” toi nat.

Chung t6i bé di dé lai thang nho tw ai ditng nhin theo. Pén truéc canh
cong trang nha cda nha ba Price Ridley, vién thanh tra go ctta r6i nhan
chudng theo cai kiéu t6i chi c6 thé mo té la dang thi hanh cong vu.

Mot c6 hau xinh dep budc ra.

“Ba Price Ridley c6 nha khong c6?” Melchett hoi.

“Thwa ngai khong a.” C6 hau ngan ngtr roi n6i thém: “Ba chau vira mdi
1én don canh sat a.”

MGat dién bién hoan toan khong mong dgi. Trén dwong quay vé, Melchett
bau lay canh tay t6i néi nho:

“Néu ba ta cling dén dau thu nita thi t6i sé phat dién thuc sy day.”

Melchett bao ong sé sang tham ba Price Ridley, va Slack tan thanh.

“T6i di cung 6ng dugc chii?” toi hoi. “T6i cling muon di.”

Melchett dong y, va ching toi 1én duong. Chiing toi vira budc ra cong nha
muc vu thi c6 tiéng chao that to, réi Dennis, chau trai t6i, tir phia lang chay
dén cho chiing to:i.

“Nay ong thanh tra, vé dau chan chau ndi vGi ong thi thé nao?” n6 noi.

“La ctia nguwdi lam vuon,” Thanh tra Slack tra 161 van tat.

“Ong c6 nghi c6 thé ai d6 mang tng ctia nguwdi 1am vudon khong?”
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“Khong, ta khong nghi thé!” Thanh tra Slack dap theo kiéu lam nguoi
khac nan long. Tuy nhién chi chitng ay thi dau dua lam Dennis b6 cudc. Cu
cau chia ra hai que diem chay do:

“Chau tim thay cai nay ¢ gan cong nha muc vu.”

“Cam on chdau,” Slack néi r6i dit ching va ti.

Cau chuyén dén day co6 vé nhu bé tac.

“Ong khong bt bac Len cia chau chi?” Dennis héi giong khéi hai.

“Vi sao ta phdi lam thé?” Slack héi lai.

“C6 nhiéu chitng ct chéng lai bac ay,” Dennis trinh bay. “Ong héi Mary
xem. Mot ngay tredc khi xdy ra an mang, bac dy da bdo wéc gi dai ta
Protheroe bién khéi doi nay. Pung vay khong bac Len?”

“0...” toi dap.

Thanh tra Slack quay sang nhin t6i cham cham véi vé hoi ngd vie khién
toi thdy néng ran ca ngwoi. Chan céi cau chuyén ngoi 1é déi mach ma ba ay
bat dau bang viéc ‘chi tinh co nghe 16m’.”

“P6 1a loai phu nit ma chiing ta can. O! Slack day roi.” Vién thanh tra nhw
vira thoat than tir mét dam au da. Trong ong ta néng phirng phirng.

“Phu! C6 hau nha 6ng tho bao qua, thwa muc su.”

“Vé co ban, Mary la co gai c6 ca tinh manh mé,” t6i dap.

“Co ta khong thich canh sat,” Slack n6i. “T6i da canh cdo c6 ta rang toi c6
thé dung luat dé tri c6 ta — nhung chang an thua gi. Co ta van cing dau
clitng c6 vGi t6i.”

“Pay khi thé,” td6i n6i ma thady minh c6 thién cdm nhiéu hon véi Mary.

“Nhung toi cling da budc c6 ta quy hang r6i. Co ta c6 nghe tiéng sing —
va chi mot tiéng ma thoi. Tiéng no ay xdy ra sau khi dai ta Protheroe dén kha
lau. Co6 ta khong thé nhé diung thoi diém, nhung chi it ching ta cling xac
dinh dwgc thong qua viéc giao ca. Nguwoi giao ca dén muon, khi anh ta dén
thi c6 ta mang mé, va anh ta bao du sao chi méi sdu gio rudi, va ngay sau dé
cO ta nghe tiéng no6. Tat nhién diéu dé khong chinh xac, cé thé nobi thé,
nhung no cling cho ching ta mot y niém.”
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“Hum,” Melchett noi.

“Du sao thi toi cling khong nghi ba Protheroe lam viéc nay,” giong Slack
c6 chit hoi tiéc. “Trudc hét vi ba ta khong thé c6 du thoi gian, sau niva la
phu ni* chang bao gio lai thich nghich sing. Ho thwong dung thach tin hon.
Khong, t6i khong nghi ba ta lam viéc nay. That dang tiéc!”

Ong ta thé dai.
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13

T6i hau nhw khong nghi ba Price Ridley c6 kha nang gay chuyén gi kinh
khing, nhung t6i van tu héi diéu gi da khién ba ta phai dén don canh sat.
Liéu ba ta c6 tim ra chitng ct* nao quan trong, hodc ba ta nghi la quan trong
dé cung cap khong? Dau sao di nita chiing t6i cling phai tim hiéu ngay.

Chung toi trong thay ba Price Ridley dang ra ra titng hoi v6i vién canh
sat, anh nay c6 vé bdi réi. Nhin chim no buwém trén mii ba rung rung, t6i
biét ba rat phan nd. Ba Price Ridley doi loai mi{i dwgc xem la ‘mii cta céac
ménh phu’ — san pham dac biét cia thanh ph6 Much Benham lan can. Dai
ruy bang duwgc két thanh chim no gan vao phan chép mii trong kha nang ne.
Vay ma Griselda ctt ham he sé sam mot chiéc mii ménh phu kiéu ay.

Ba Price Ridley ngung 10i khi chung t6i budc vao.

“Ba Price Ridley phai khong a?” dai t& Melchett nhac mii chao.

“Cho phép toi gigi thiéu dai ta Melchett, thwa ba Price Ridley,” t6i noi.
“Pai ta Melchett la canh sat trudng cta chung ta.”

Ba Ridley lanh dam nhin t6i, nhwng lai mim cwai lich thiép vdi ong dai ta.

“Chuing t6i vira méi dén tham nha ba, thwa ba Price Ridley,” dai ta giai
thich, “va dugc biét ba da dén day.”

Ba Price Ridley da hoan toan ‘tan bang’.

“A!” ba néi, “toi rat vui vi da néi dugc vai dieu vé sy vieéc xay ra. That
nhuc nha, phai n6i thé. Hét sitc nhuc nha.”

Giét nguoi thi han 1a 6 nhuc r6i, nhung dé khong phai 1a tir ngi ban than
toi phai dung dé mo ta viéc ay. Ma toi thay diéu doé cting lam Melchett ngac
nhién.

“Ba c6 manh moi nao dé lam sang to su viéc khong?” ong ta hoi.
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“Po la viéc caa cac ong. La viéc cua canh sat ma! Vay chit ching toi
dong thué dé 1am gi, 6ng noi t6i nghe?”

Khéng biét cau héi nay dugc dan chiung dat ra bao nhiéu lan trong mot
nam nhi!

“Chung t6i dang lam hét sttc minh, thwa ba Price Ridley,” canh sat truéng
dap.

“Nhung nhan vién & day tham chi chang hé biét chuyén ay cho dén khi toi
noi vai anh ta!” quy ba kéu len.

Chung t6i nhin vién canh sat. Anh ta noi:

“Co6 nguoi goi dién thoai cho quy ba day lam ba byc minh. Nhitng 16i ban
thiu, theo t6i hiéu thi nhu vay.”

“A! T6i hiéu r6i.” Pai ta twoi tinh 1én. “Ching ta dang hiéu 1am nhau d6
thoi. Ba dén day dé khiéu nai, dung khong nao?” Melchett la nguwdi khon
ngoan. Ong ta hiéu ring khi mot quy ba luéng tudi dang néi gian thi viéc
duy nhat phai lam 1a nghe ba ta né6i. Khi ba ta tudén ra hét moi diéu thi hoa
may ba ta m@i chiu lang nghe minh.

“Can phai ngan chan nhitng viéc 6 nhuc nhw thé. Ching khong duwgc xay
ra. Goi dién thoai dén nha va lang ma nguoi khac — phai, lang ma. T6i
khong quen vGi nhitng viéc nhu thé. T sau chién tranh t6i nay tinh hinh dao
diéc ngay cang bang hoai. Thién ha chang con quan tam dén 10i an tiéng néi
cling nhv trang phuc...”

“Pung thé,” dai td Melchett voi dap. “Chinh xac la da xdy ra chuyén gi
thwra ba?”

Ba Price Ridley nghi 1ay hoi r6i tiép tuc:

“Co nguwoi goi dién thoai dén...”

“Lic nao a?”

“Chiéu hom qua — chinh xé4c 1a t6i hém qua, khodng sdu gio rudi. To6i
nhac 6ng nghe ma khong nghi ngd gi ca. Ngay lap tic t6i bi tdn cong va de
doa that doc ac...”

“Thye sy nguoi ta noi gi?”

Ba Price Ridley hoi do mat.
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“T6i tir choi phat biéu chuyén nay.”

“Loi 1€ tuc tiu lam,” vién canh sat ha giong thi thao.

“Co phai ho an néi tho tuc 1am khong?” dai ta Melchett hoi.

“Piéu do con tuy thudc vao 6ng goi cai gi la 1oi 1€ tho tuc.”

“Ba c6 hiéu nhitng 16i ay khong a?” t6i hoi.

“T4t nhién la toi hiéu chi.”

“Thé thi d6 khong thé 1a 10i 1& tho tuc,” t6i ndi.

Ba Price Ridley nhin t6i ngo vuc.

Toi giai thich: “Mot phu nhan tao nha dvong nhien khong quen véi th
ngon ngit tho tuc.”

“Khong phai thé dau. T6i phai thtra nhan la thoat tién t6i cling voi nham
mat ma tin. Téi c nghi do6 1a 1oi nhan thanh that. Thé réi nguwdi — a —
nguwoi do chwi raa.”

“Chui raa u?”

“Ho lang ma t6i khién t6i v6 cung hoang sg.”

“Ho dung 10i 1€ ham dga ba sao?”

“Pung vay. T6i khong quen vai 16i ham doa nhu thé.”

“Vay ho ham doa ba ra sao? Hanh hung a?”

“Khong han la nhu thé.”

“T6i e rang ba can noéi roé rang hon, ba Price Ridley a. Ho de doa ba theo
kiéu nao ch?”

Ba Price Ridley nay tra 16i mién cvdng mét cach khac thwong:

“T6i khong nhé dich xac, vi ldc ay toi dang sg hadi. Nhung cubi cung —
khi t6i thyc sw ban loan thi — thi — tén xau xa dé pha 1én cuwoi.”

“La giong dan ong hay dan ba?”

“Giong cua ké bién thai,” ba Price Ridley dinh dac néi. “T6i chi c6 thé mo6
ta 1a mot loai giong toi té, khi thi thé 16 Iic thi the thé. That doi bai hét sirc.”

“Co thé 1a mot tro dua ac y,” dai ta khé néi.

“Néu dung la tro dua thi lai qua xau xa. Té6i muodn 1én con dau tim ludn
do.”
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“Chung ta sé xem xét viéc nay chi ong thanh tra?” dai ta néi. “Cho truy
tim sO dién thoai goi dén. Con ba, ba cé thé cho ching toi biét dich xac ho
noi gi khong, thwa ba Price Ridley?”

Tam trang ba Price Ridley dang giang co giita viéc nén im lang hay néi ra
dé tra thu. Va y nghi tra thu da thang thé. Ba bat dau:

“T4t nhién chuyén phai dén nudc nay.”

“Chac chan vay r6i.”

“Ké ay noi rang — that kho khan cho t6i khi phai lap lai...”

“Pung vay,” Melchett ra chiéu khich 1é.

“‘Mu gia xdu xa chuyén tung tin don nham kia!” Pai ta Melchett a, t6i ma
la mu gia chuyén tung tin don nham co day. ‘Nhung lan nay mu di qua trén
roi. Gio Scotland Yard dang truy na mu vé toi vu khong do.””

“Ba hoang sqg la phai r6i,” Melchett ¢6 nin cudi, nhay nhay hang ria mép.

“‘Sap t6i néu mu khong gitt mom gii* miéng thi liéu hon — coi chirng di
doi nha ma do.” Toi khong thé m6 ta cai 16i noi de doa ay ra sao. To6i hon
hén noi, ‘Ai vay?’, giong t6i yéu xiu, va dau day kia tra 10i, ‘Ngudi bao thu
day.” Toi suyt hét 1én vi qua kinh hoang, va r6i ké dé cuoi to. R6 rang la
cuoi sang sac. Va chuyén chi cé thé. Toi nghe tiéng gac may. Tat nhién t6i
c6 hoi tong dai so dién thoai goi dén, nhung ho tra 10i rang khong rd. Tong
dai thi 6ng biét thé nao ré6i — hét sirc tho 16 va khé wa.”

“Pung thé,” toi noi.

“T6i thdy mét 14,” ba Price Ridley néi tiép. “Qua doi byc minh va hoang
sg dén mutc khi nghe tiéng no6 trong rirng, phdi néi la téi giat ban ca ngudoi
len.”

“Tiéng n6 & trong ring u?” Thanh tra Slack héi ngay. “T6i dang trong
trang thai bi kich dong nén tiéng n6 dy doi vao tdi chang khac gi phat dan
dai bac. T6i 6i 1én mot tiéng roi kiét sttc nga vat xuong ghé sofa. Clara phai
cho t6i u6ng mot ly Damson Gin.”

“Heét sttc toi té,” Melchett n6i. “That phién phitc cho ba qua. Nhu ba noéi
thi tiéng sung to 1am, hét nhw no rat gan phai khong?”

“P¢ chi la do tinh than t6i dang bi kich dong.”
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“Tat nhién, tat nhién r6i. Ma nhitng viéc dy xdy ra lic may gio? Ba biét
ddy, la dé gitp chuing t6i truy tim c dién thoai.”

“Khoéng sau gio rudi.”

“Ba c6 thé néi chinh xac hon khong?”

“A, chiéc dong hd nho dit trén bé 10 swdi nha toi g niva tiéng, va toi noi,
‘Nhat dinh né chay nhanh.” (Cai déng ho ay chay nhanh that). T6i so v6i
dong ho deo tay ctia minh va thay kim dai md&i chi mwoi phit, nhung khi téi
dwa 1én tai nghe thi nhan ra dong ho6 bi ditng. Thé la t6i nghi, a, néu dong ho
kia chay nhanh thi chit xiu nita minh sé nghe tiéng chuong nha tho go. Ré6i
chuong dién thoai reo, thé 1a t6i quén luén chuyén ay.”

Ba dirng lai thd hon hén.

“A, vay la da kha day da,” dai t4 Melchett néi. “Chiing t6i sé& diéu tra viéc
nay, thua ba Price Ridley.”

“Ba ci xem do6 la mot tro dua ngoéc nghéch va ding lo lang, ba Price
Ridley a,” t0i noi.

Ba ta lanh Iung nhin t6i. R0 rang vu to gidy mot bang van con lam ba birc
xuc.

“Gan day c6 nhiéu viéc hét sitc ky la xay ra trong lang,” ba ta quay sang
néi v6i Melchett. “Thyc sy rat ky la. Dai tad Protheroe dang tim hiéu nhitng
viéc nay thi lai c6 chuyén xdy ra vdi ong ta. Biét dau nguoi tiép theo lai
chang la t6i?” No6i xong ba bu6n ba lac dau bo ra ve.

Melchett thé dai 1am bam: “Ro la xdi quay!” Roi nghiém nghi nhin Thanh
tra Slack nhw do héi. Nhan vat quan trong kia nhan nha guc gac dau.

“Giai quyét thé nay thwa 6ng. Cé ba ngudi da nghe thay tiéng siung, va gio
ching ta phdi tim xem ai ban. Chuyén 6ng Redding dau tha da lam céan tré
viéc nay. Cé6 mot vai manh moi, nhwng vi nghi rang nguwdi gy an la Redding
nén t6i khong xem xét ching. Nhung gio thi moi viéc da doi khac, va mot
trong nhitng viéc dau tién can lam la tim cho ra cu dién thoai ay.”

“Cu dién thoai goi cho ba Price Ridley dy ha?”

Vién thanh tra toét miéng cuoi:
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“Khong phai — madc du t6i nghi tot hon hét ching ta nén lwu y chuyén Ay,
néu khong ba gia do sé con dén day lam phién ching ta. Khong, y t6i muon
noi cu dién thoai mao danh nham Iita muc su ra khéi nha ay.”

“Phai, chuyén dé rat quan trong,” Melchett né6i. “Chuyén k€ tiép la tim
cho ra xem tt ca bon ho da lam gi trong khoang thoi gian tir sdu dén bay gio
t6i hom dy. Y t6i 1a moi ngudi & Old Hall cling nhw moi ngudi trong lang.”

Toi thd dai.

“Ong tich cuc qua, thanh tra Slack a.”

“T6i tin vao lam viéc cat lyc. Chung ta sé bat dau bang viéc ghi nhan cac
hoat dong cua chinh ong, thwva muc sw Clement.”

“Rat san long. Chuong dién thoai reo liic nam gio rugi.”

“Giong dan ong hay dan ba?”

“La giong phu nit, hay chi it la giong nhw phu nit. Tat nhién t6i ng& do la
ba Abbott dang ndi.”

“Muc st khong nhan ra giong ba Abott sao?”

“Khong, toi khong thé néi la minh nhan ra, vi to6i khong dé y giong cua ai
la ai, hodc suy nghi vé viéc ay.”

“Roi muc su di ngay a? Di bd sao? Ong khong c6 xe dap u?”

“Khong.”

“T6i hiéu. Vay — muc su di bao xa?”

“Khoang hon ba cay s6 — di nga nao ciing thé.”

“Di bang qua khu rttng gan Old Hall la con dwong ngan nhat phai
khong?”

“Trén thyc té 1a vay, nhung duong dy khé di lam. Toi di va vé qua 16i mon
bang qua dong.”

“La con duwong do6i dién cong nha muc vu phai khong?”

“Phai.”

“Con ba Clement?”

“Nha t6i di London va tré vé trén chuyén tau 6 gio 50 phut

y»
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“T6t. CO hau thi toi da gap roi, nhu vay la xong véi nha muc vu. Sau day
toi sé dén Old Hall, ké tiép t6i mudn gap riéng ba Lestrange. Ky la that, ba
nay lai dén nha Protheroe t6i hom truéc khi 6ng ta bi giét. Vu an nay c6 qua
nhiéu diéu ky quac.”

Toi dong y vdi 6ng ta.

Liéc nhin dong ho thdy da gan dén gio an trwa, t6i moi Melchett vé nha
muc vu roi c6 gi an ndy, nhung dai ta cao 16i, vién cd phai dén Blue Boar.
Quan Blue Boar cung cap cho ban bita an cyc chat véi thit va cac loai rau.
Toi nghi Melchett da chon Iwa khon ngoan. Sau khi bi canh séat tham van thi
Mary c6 khi con chap cheng hon moi ngay.
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Trén dwong vé nha, toi tat ngang ba Hartnell va bi cam chan it nhat muoi
phit dé nghe ba oang oang chtti bgi tinh hoang phi va th6i v6 on bac béo
ctia dam dan ngheéo trong lang. Piém mau chot cda van dé hinh nhw 1a do
nhitng ngudi ngheo khong thich ba Hartnell dat chan dén nha ho, ma t6i thi
hoan toan dong cam vdi ho. Tuy vay do chitc phan cia minh ma t6i phai lam
ra vé thanh kién véi cach xtr sy diing dan dy cua ho.

Toi ¢6 gang xoa diu ba ta r6i tim duong thoat than. Vira dén géc duong
dan vao nha muc vu thi Haydock 1ai xe hoi bat kip t6i.

“T6i mGi dwa ba Protheroe vé nha,” éng goi.

Ong ta chd toi trén bac cta.

“Muc su vao choi chit da,” 6ng noi.

T6i nhan 101.

“Vu nay that 1a ky qudc,” 6ng vira ndi vira ném mii xuéng ghé réi mé ctra
budc vao phong kham. Ong gieo minh xudng chiéc ghé da cii mon va nhin
dam dam gian phong. Trong ong c6 vé boi roi va kho xir. Khi téi cho biét
canh sat da xac dinh dugc thoi diém sung no, Haydock nghe véi vé kha lo
dang.

“Nhuw vay cé thé xac dinh Anne Protheroe ngoai pham,” 6ng néi. “T6t, tot
lam, t6i rat vui vi khong phai la hai nguwdi ay. T6i mén ca hai.”

TGi tin 6ng ta, tuy vay téi van ngac nhién, nhw Haydock néi, 6ng quy ca
hai ngwdi, vay tai sao tinh trang ngoai pham cta ho lai khién 6ng rau ri nhw
vay? Sang nay trong ong bac si nhw vira trit duge ganh ndang, con bay gio
thi lai cuc ky boi réi lo au. Tuy vay t6i doan chac Haydock da n6i ding diéu
can n6i. Ong quy mén ca Anne Protheroe va Lawrence Redding. Vay tai sao
trong 6ng nhuw duwa dam thé kia?

Haydock c6 gang tran tinh lai:
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“T6i dinh néi v&i muc sw vé Hawes. Toan bo vu nay da lam t6i quén mat
cau ay.”

“Cau 4ay bi bénh that u?”

“Vé co ban thi Hawes chang c6 chuyén gi ca. Tat nhién, muc suw biét cau
ady bi chitng bénh bu6n ngi ma ngudi ta thwong goi la Encephalitis
Lethargica chu?”

“Khong, t6i chang biét gi ca,” téi vd cung ngac nhién. “Hawes c6 bao gio
ké véi toi dau. Cau dy bi tr lic nao?”

“Khodng mot nam tredc, nhung cau ay nhanh chéng phuc héi so véi
nhitng ngudi khac. Bénh nay rat ky la — n6 anh hwéng dén tam than bénh
nhan: sau khi khoi bénh ho c6 thé thay déi hoan toan tinh cach.”

Haydock im lang mot ldc r6i tiép:

“Bay gio, nghi dén thoi xwa nguwoi ta thiéu song phu thuy ma thiy rung
minh. T6i nghi sé cé ngay chiing ta sé kinh hai khi nghi dén viéc chiing ta da
ting treo c6 cac pham nhan.”

“Ong khong tin vao an tt hinh sao?”

“Khong phai thé.” Haydock ngdp ngtrng, roi cham rai n6i. “Muc su biét
day, t6i tha lam cong viéc cta toi hon la cong viéc cua 6ng.”

“Vi sao?”

“Vi cong viéc ctia muc su la gidi quyét & tam vi mo6 diéu ching ta goi la
thién va &c — ma t6i thi khong dam chac diéu ay cé that. Theo t6i tat ca chi
la van dé cda tuyén noi tiét — tuy theo tuyén nay tiét nhiéu, tuyén kia tiét it
ma sinh ra ké sat nhan, tén trom cap hay to6i pham chuyén nghiép. Clement
a, tOi tin roi mot ngay khong xa nhan loai sé hai hung nghi vé thoi xa xwa
khi con nguwdi ci@ mai mé bai xich kich liét con nguwdi vé mat dao dirc, mai
day doa linh hon ho xudng dia nguc; ching ta tritng phat ho chi vi ho mac
nhitng can bénh ma ho khong thé tranh — that kho than cho ho. Khong nén
treo c6 mot nguwdi vi ho mac bénh lao.”

“Nhung ngwoi mac bénh lao dau c6 gay nguy hiém cho cong dong.”

“Vé mot y nghia nao dé thi cé, vi anh ta 1y bénh cho ngwoi khac. Hoac
lay vi du mot Hoang dé Trung Hoa — ba chu thién ha. Ta khong no6i viéc
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ong ta tan bao ra sao ma chi ban khia canh muc suw vira néi, la cng dong.
Ong ta can bao vé cong dong, vi vay ong ta b4t giam nhitng nguoi bénh vao
mot noi dé ho khong gay nguy hiém — tham chi lang lang tuwdc di mang
song cuia ho — phai, td6i nghi dén cd mitc d6 nita. Nhung dirng xem 1a ho
dang bi trirng phat. Pitng mang no6i 6 nhuc dén cho ho va nhitng ngudi than
vO t0i cuaa ho.”

Toi to mo nhin Haydock.

“T6i chua tirng nghe 6ng noi thé bao giv.”

“Hom nay vui chuyén t6i m&i tho 19, chit t6i thwong khong thich boe 16 y
kién ctia minh. Muc su Clement a, 6ng la ngwoi thong tué hon mot s6 muc
su khac. T6i dam chac ong sé khong thira nhan rang c6 céi theo chuyén mon
goi la ‘t0i ac’, nhung muc s lai c6 tw twong khoang dat du dé xem xét mot
van dé nhu thé.”

“Nhuwng van dé do lai triét ha dén tan goc ré moi quan niém da dwoc thira
nhan bay nay,” t6i noi.

“Phai, con ngudi luén thién can, luén phan xét qua mic gay gat nhitng
diéu ma minh chang hiéu biét chit nao. Thyc tinh, t6i tin toi ac la méot ca
bénh cta bac si, khong phai van dé cia canh sat cling chang phai cia muc
su. Co thé trong twong lai sé khong con nhitng chuyén nhw vay nita.”

“Ong sé chita lanh nhitng ca ay chi??”

“Ching ta sé chita lanh. Y nghi ay that tuyét. P4 bao gi® muc sw nghién
cttu con so thong ké vé t0i ac chwa? Khong — rat it nguwdi lam viéc nay. Thé
ma t6i da nghién cttu ddy. Muc s phai kinh ngac tredc so lwong tré vi thanh
nién pham t0i — la van dé tuyén ndi tiét day muc su a. Cau Neil — sat tha &
hat Oxford da lan Iwgt giét nam c6 bé roi méi bi phat hién. Mot thang bé
ngoan — chwa tirng gdy ra bat ¢t chuyén rac réi nao. Con co6 bé Lily Rose &
Corn — giét chd n6 vi ong ta khong cho n6 an cia ngot. Con bé dung bua
nén ong chu khi 6ng ta dang ngt. N6 duwgc cho tai ngoai va chi hai tuan sau
da giét luén chi n6 chi vi byc minh chuyén vat vanh véi con bé kia. Tat
nhién khong dira nao bi treo c6 ma déu dugc tra vé nha. Sau do6 ching c6 thé
sé on — ma ciling c6 thé khong, vé con bé kia thi toi ngd lam, vi chuyén duy
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nhat né quan tam hién gio la xem nguwdi ta choc tiét heo. Muc su cé biét viéc
tw sat pho bién nhat vao lic nao khong? La khoang tu6i muwoi lam dén muoi
squ. Ma ty sat v@i giét nguwoi thi chang cach nhau bao xa. Tuy nhién do
khong phai la sy suy déi dao dirc ma la van dé bénh ly.”

“Ong noi nghe kinh khting qua!”

“Khong — chuyén nay chi mé&i mé doi véi muc su théi. Phai doi mat vai
nhitng thye té dy thi suy nghi ctia ta méi dugc diéu chinh. Tuy nhién déi khi
diéu dy lai khién ta kho s6ng.”

Haydock ng6i d6 cau may, vé mét maéi la lung. “Haydock a,” t6i néi, “néu
ong nghi ngd — hodc biét ai la ké sat nhan, 6ng sé dwa nguwdoi do ra phap luat
hay sé bao che cho hg?”

To6i hoan toan khéng chuan bi vé tac dong ctia cau hoi ctia minh. Ong bac
si gian dit quay sang nhin tdi nghi ngo: “Sao ong lai noi vay, muc suw
Clement? Ong nghi gi kia chit? Néi ra di!”

“A, ching c6 gi dic biét,” t6i hoi stng sot tra 10i. “Chi 1a — a, ndy gio
ching ta dang ban vé chuyén giét nguwoi. T6i ty hoi néu tinh co 6ng phat
hién ra sy that thi 6ng sé cam thay thé nao, c6 vay thoi.”

Con gian ctia Haydock 14ng xudng. Ong lai dim dam nhin ra phia truéc
nhw ¢6 tim kiém 16i gidi cho diéu bi an dang lam minh r6i tri, nhwng 16i giai
ay thi chi c6 trong dau 6ng ma thoi.

“Neéu toi nghi ngd — hodc néu toi biét — thi t6i sé thye hién nghia vu cia
minh, muc sw Clement a. {t ra t6i hy vong thé.”

“Van dé la — 6ng sé thurc hién nghia vu ay bang cach nao?”

Ong béc si nhin tdi v&i cai nhin bi hiém:

“Cau hoi ay, trong doi moi ngudi déu cé lic dat ra cho minh. Va moi
ngwoi quyét dinh no theo cach riéng cia minh, Clement a.”

“Ong khong biét phai lam sao u?”

“Phai, t6i khong biét...”

Toi thay tot nhat la nén chuyén sang dé tai khac.

“Thang chau t6i v6 cung hitng thu véi vu an nay. N6 bo hét thoi gian di
tim dau chan va tan thudc 14 day.”
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Haydock mim cuoi.

“Cau ay bao nhiéu tudi r6i?”

“Mé6i mudi sau. O tudi ay thi bi kich cfing ching c6 gi 1a trim trong.
Chung c ngd minh la Sherlock Holmes hay Arsene Lupin thoi.”

Haydock tu ly noi:

“Thang bé that banh trai. Muc s dinh thé nao vdi cau ay?”

“T6i e la minh khong da kha nang cho chau vao dai hoc. Thang bé muén
theo nganh thwong mai. N6 trugt hai quan roi.”

“A — vay la vat va ddy — nhung c6 thé con té hon. Phai, c6 thé con té
hon ntra.”

“T6i phai di thoi,” t6i liéc nhin dong ho roi kéu 1én. “T6i mudn bita an
trira gan nita tiéng dong ho ro6i.”

Khi t6i vé dén thi ca nha da ng6i vao ban. Moi ngudi doi toi thuat lai day da
moi viéc sang nay; toi vira ké vira nghi bung, hau nhw viéc nao minh ciing
phéi gidm nhe di. Tuy vay Dennis to6 ra vo cung thich thu véi chuyén cu dién
thoai ctia ba Price Ridley; cu cau cudi ngat nghéo khi nghe ba ta bi s6c dén
ngat xiu va phdai dung roegu man thi mdi lai tinh.

“Cho dang doi cai ba gid 4c 6n,” né kéu lén. “O lang nay ba ta 1a ké
miéng luwdi doc dia nhat. Gid chau nghi ra viéc goi dién ma doa cho ba ta
mot mé. Bac Len a, chau cho ba ta mot tran nita nhé?”

T6i voi van nai thang chau dirng lam nhitng chuyén d6. Khong gi nguy
hiém hon khi bon tré chitng té no lwc day thién chi caa ching dé ho tro ban.

Dennis 1ap titc thay doi thai d6. N6 cau may ra vé ngudi 16n:

“Hau nhu ca sang nay chau & bén Lettice. Bac biét khong, Griselda, co dy
thue sy vo cung lo lang du c6 ay khong muon boc 16, nhung qua that co ay
lo nghi ghé lam.”

“Bac hy vong thé,” Griselda vira néi vira hat dau lén.

Griselda thi chang may wa Lettice Protheroe.
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“Chéau nghi bac chang cong bang véi Lettice.”

“Vay u?” Griselda hoi.

“Nhiéu nguwoi dau c6 mac do tang!”

Griselda lang thinh va t6i ciing thé. Dennis noi tiép:

“Co ay hau nhw khong noéi véi ai, nhung ¢6 ay lai tho 16 véi chau. Co6 ay
hét strc lo au vé moi viéc va nghi minh can phai lam gi do6.”

“Co0 ay sé thay Thanh tra Slack chia sé y kién v6i minh. Chiéu nay ong ta
sé dén tan Old Hall va c6 thé lam moi nguwdi & do hét chiu noi khi 6ng ta cd
hét strc tim ra su that.”

“Theo minh thi sy that la thé nao ha Len?” ba vg t6i dot nhién héi.

“That kho6 n6i minh a. Anh khong thé néi vao lic ma anh chang cé y kién
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gli.

“Minh néi Thanh tra Slack dang truy tim cu dién thoai goi minh dén nha
Abbotts dang khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Nhung liéu 6ng ta c6 lam dugc khong? Viéc ay kho lam phdi khong
minh?”

“Anh khong nghi thé minh a. Buwu dién sé c6 ho so cac cudc goi ma.”

“Qi!” Vo t6i lai chim vao suy nghi.

“Bac Len a,” thang chau toi néi, “vi sao sang nay bac lai cau kinh vdéi
chau khi chau néi dua rang bac mong dai ta Protheroe chét di cho ranh?”

“Bai vi chau dua khong phai 16i. Thanh tra Slack chang hé biét hai hwdc
la gi. Ong ta twdng chau néi nghiém tic nén c6 kha ning sé& cho Mary déi
chat va chia ra 1énh t6ng giam ta day.”

“Vay ong ta khong biét khi nao nguoi ta dua sao?”

“Khong, 6ng ta khong biét dau,” toi dap. “Ong ta dat dugc dia vi hién nay
la do no lyc va nhiét tinh lam viéc. Diéu do6 khién 6ng ta chang hé biét giai
tri tiéu khién la gi.”

“Bac c6 thich ong ta khong, bac Len?”
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“Khong, bac khong thich. Ngay ttr lan gap dau tién bac da ghét cay ghét
dang 6ng ta. Nhung bac khong phu nhan 6ng ta la nguwdi thanh dat cao trong
sy nghiép.”

“Bac nghi 6ng ta sé tim ra ké ban lao Protheroe sao?”

“Néu khong tim ra thi khong phai do 6ng ta khong c6 gang.”

Mary xudt hién va bdo:

“Ong Hawes mudn gdp muc su. Tui d dwa 6ng vd phong khach, con day
la thw che muc s tra 16i ne. Tra 10i miéng cling dvgc.”

T6i boc thw va doc.

Kinh gtti muc sv Clement,

To6i rat biét on néu chiéu nay muc su co6 thé dén nha t6i cang sém
cang tot. Téi dang cé chuyén hét sttc lo nghi va muén xin muc s giup y
kién.

Kinh thu,

Estelle Lestrange

“Bao rang khodng nira tiéng nita toi sé dén,” toi noéi véi Mary.

Sau do toi sang phong khach gap Hawes.
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Trong bo dang Hawes, t0i thay x6t xa qua. Tay chan cdu ta run 1ay bay con
mat thi rim ré lo du. L.é ra Hawes phai nam nghi, t6i bao, nhwng cau ay cw
khang khang 1a minh rat khoe.

“Thwa muc s, em cam doan trong doi em chwa bao gio em khoe nhw thé
nay. Chua bao gio.”

RO rang diéu ay qua xa su that dén doi to6i chang biét tra 10i sao. T6i than
phuc nhitng nguwoi khong dau hang bénh tat, nhung Hawes thi lai hoi qua da.

“Em ghé qua dé thva véi muc sw — em rat 1ay lam buén khi c6 viéc xdy
ra trong nha muc vu thé nay.”

“Phai,” toi dap, “viéc chang vui vé gi.”

“That kinh khing — kinh khing qua. C6 vé rot cuéc ho khong bat dng
Redding chtr a?”

“Khong. M6t chuyén sai lam. Anh ta dd — a — da dién khung di dau
tha.”

“Va gio thi canh sat hoan toan tin ong ta vo t0i sao?”

“Hoan toan la thé.”

“Em c6 thé hoi 1a vi sao khong? Y em 1a — ho c6 nghi ngd ai khéc
khong?”

Toi khong bao gio ngd Hawes lai quan tam dit d6i dén chi tiét vu giét
ngwoi nay. Cé thé bdi n6 xay ra trong nha muc vu. Trong anh ta ham hé hét
nhw mot phong vien.

“Ta chang biét c6 nén tin twdng hoan toan vao Thanh tra Slack khong.
Theo ta biét, cho dén nay 6ng ay khong dac biét nghi ngo ai. Hién ong ta
dang lo diéu tra.”
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“Vang, vang — tat nhién la thé. Nhung ai 1a ké c6 thé gay ra viéc tay dinh
nhu thé thra muc su?”

Toi lac dau.

“Em biét chang ai wa dai ta Protheroe, nhwng dé giét nguwdi thi — phai can
c6 dong co that manh meé.”

“Ta cling nghi thé,” t6i noi.

“Ai la ngwoi c6 thé cd dong co ay? Canh sat c6 y kién gi khong a?”

“Ta khong ro.”

“Ong ta c6 thé gy thil chudc odn véi nhidu nguwdi, thwa muc sw. Cang
nghi em cang tin chic 6ng ta 1a loai ngudi c6 nhidu ké thu. O toa an 6ng ta
noi tiéng la cuc ky khac nghiét.”

“Ta cho rang trudc day thi thé.”

“Ngai khong nhd sao, muc su? Sang hom qua ong ta con ndi v6i muc s
vé viéc bi thang Archer ham doa ma?”

“Gi0 ta mdi syc nghi dén viéc ay, ong ta cé ndi thé that,” tdi dap. “Tat
nhién la ta nhé chit. Liac ay ta dang ¢ gan d6 ma.”

“Vang, em tinh co nghe dugc ong ta dang noi gi. Vai dai ta Protheroe thi
chuyén dé la kho tranh, vi giong 6ng ta oang oang nhu lénh v6. Va em nhd
dén cau ndi vo cung an twgng ctia muc suw. Rang dén phat 1am chung, cé thé
cong ly sé dugc ban phat dén cho 6ng ta thay vi long khoan dung.”

“Ta c6 noi thé sao?” Toi cau may héi, nhd lai 10i 1é ciia minh c6 hoi khac
doi chut.

“Muc st néi dieu do mot cach hung hon khién em rat an twong. Cong ly
la diéu khung khiép. Nghi ma xem, ong gia dang thwong ay lai bi sat hai
ngay sau do! Ctt nhw muc su da c6 linh cam vay.”

“Ta chang linh cdm gi cd,” t6i trd 101 cut lan. Toi ghét cai xu hwdng than
bi hdo huyén & Hawes.

“Muc su da trinh canh sat vé tén Archer ay chua, thwa ngai?”

“Ta chang biét gi vé anh ta ca.”
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“Y em 1a muc su c¢6 bdo véi ho chuyén dai ta Protheroe da néi véi ngai —
rang ong ta bi Archer ham doa khong a?”

“Khong,” t6i thung thang dap, “ta khong bao.”

“Nhung muc su sé bao chi?”

T6i im lang. To6i ghét viéc to giac mot nguwdi da ganh chiu sy trirng phat
cta phap luat. Toi khong bién ho cho Archer. Han ta la tén san trom chuyén
nghiép — mot trong nhitng ké vo6 tich sy nhan nhén &’ bat ci¢ gido khu nao.
Dau trong con néng gian vi bi két &n han c6 néi gi di nita thi t6i cling khong
tin han sé lam nhw vay khi ra tu. Sau cung t6i néi: “Cau da nghe cudc néi
chuyén dy. Néu cdu cdm thay can trinh bao canh sat thi ci¢ viéc ma lam.”

“Nhung thwa muc s, néu ngai n6i thi sé tét hon a.”

“C6 thé 1a vay — nhung that tinh ma néi — a, ta khong thich lam viéc dé,
bdi cé thé ta sé tao co hoi trong thong long vao c6 mét nguwdi vo toi.”

“Nhung néu nhu han da ban dai ta Protheroe...”

“Qi, lai néu! Chéng c6 bét cit bing chitng nao 1a anh ta 1am diéu 4y ca.”

“Thi han da ham doa ma.”

“N6i cho dung thi khong phdi han doa dai ta Protheroe ma ong ta doa han.
Chinh 6ng dai ta da de sé trd thu Archer ra sao néu lan sau 6ng ay bat dugc
han.”

“Em khong hiéu thai do ctia muc su, thwa ngai.”

“Cau khong hiéu a?” T6i mét moi néi. “Cau con tré nén hang hai rach roi
ding sai. Khi nao bang tudi ta, cdu sé hiéu rang mot khi con ngd hoac thi
khong nén bugc toi nguoi khac.”

“Khong phai vy — y em la...”

Hawes ngap nglng, con téi thi ngac nhién nhin cau. “Y em la vé nhan
than cuda tén sat thu, muc sw cé y kién gi khong — y kién ctia riéng muc suw
ay?”

“Lay Chua, khong.”

“Hodc la vé — vé dong co ay?” Hawes van khang khang.

“Cting khong. Con cau thi sao?”
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“Em thi thyc sw 1a khong. Em chi ngac nhién th6i. Néu dai ta Protheroe da
— da tin twdng ma gidi bay tdm sy v6i muc sw — hay dé cap chuyén gi
do...”

“Nhitng 161 tam tinh ctia 6ng dy thi ca lang déu da nghe sang hom qua,”
toi lanh nhat dap.

“Vang — vang, tat nhién la thé. Va muc sw khong nghi — t&i Archer
sao?”

“Canh sat sé s6m biét moi diéu vé Archer,” t6i néi. “Néu chi minh ta nghe
chuyén anh ta ham doa dai t4 Protheroe thi khac; dang nay cau cé thé tin
chac rang néu thyc sy han ham doa 6ng ay thi mot niva dan trong lang cling
da nghe thdy, va chuyén dé sé dén tai canh sat ngay. T4t nhién vé viéc nay
cau ctr viec hanh dong theo y minh.”

Tuy nhién Hawes van to ra mién cwdng mot cach la lung khi phai tit minh
lam bat c diéu gi. Trong cau ta day vé lo lang va ky qudc. T6i swc nhd 10i
Haydock noéi vé bénh tinh ctia cau ta va nghi tham 10i giai thich l1a & do.

Hawes mién cwdng cdo tir nhw thé con diéu gi d6 mudn néi nhing khong
biét nén néi thé nao.

Trudc khi Hawes ra vé, t6i v4i cdu ta sap xép hanh 1é cho Hoi ai hitu cac
ba me, sau d6 la gap g& cac du khach cta hat, vi chiéu nay t6i c6 vai ké
hoach riéng. Gat bé suy nghi vé Hawes va nhitng chuyén rac roi cta cau ta,
toi dén nha ba Lestrange.

Trén ban & tién sanh la t0 Guardian va Church Times con chwa ai doc.
Vira di, t6i vira nhd ra budi toi trwdc khi dai td Protheroe bi giét thi ba
Lestrange da cé cudc noéi chuyén vGi ong ta. Co thé diéu gi do trong cudc
ndi chuyén dy giup lam sang té cai chét cia dai ta chang.

T6i dugc dwa ngay vao phong khach nho, va ba Lestrange ding lén chao
toi. Mot lan nita t6i rat an twong véi khong khi tuyét diéu ma nguwdi phu nit
nay tao ra. Ba mac 4o vdy den mo t6n lan da trang nudt. Khuon mat ba
dwgm vé tang toc khac thwong, duy chi d6i mat 1a rwe Itva song dong va cai
nhin day canh giac, ngoai ra ba khong dé 10 chtit sinh khi nao.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Muc st dén tham toi, that quy hoa thwra muc s Clement,” ba n6i va bat
tay toi. “HOm no t6i c6 chuyén muoén thwa véi muc sw, nhung sau dé toi
quyét dinh khong néi. Toi da sai r6i.”

“Nhu t6i da noéi lac ay, t6i rat vui lam moi viéc dé giup ba.”

“Vang, muc su da ndi thé, va néi nhw thé muc su sé lam thé. T trudc dén
nay chang may ai that long muon gitp do t6i, thwa muc sw Clement.”

“T6i khé ma tin diéu dy, ba Lestrange.”

“Sy that 1a thé. May ai lo cho ngudi khac!” Gigng ba duwgm vé cay dang.

Thay t6i khong tra 101, ba noi tiép:

“Xin moi muc s ngo6i.”

To6i vang theo, va ba kéo ghé ngoi doi dién véi téi. Sau mot phit ngan
ngtt, ba bat dau ndi rat cham rai va than trong, nhw can nhac tirng 10i thét ra:

“Thwa muc su Clement, t6i dang & trong tinh thé rat dac biét, va t6i mudn
xin muc sw mot 10i khuyén, sap téi téi phdi lam gi day thwa muc su? Diéu gi
thuéc vé qua khi thi da qua roi, khong thé thay doi, muc sw cé hiéu t6i
khong?”

T6i chwa kip tra 16i thi ¢6 hau lic ndy doén t6i bong mé ctra, vé mat hoang
SO

“Qi, thua ba, ¢ 6ng thanh tra canh sat dén; ong dy bao phai néi chuyén
vGi ba!”

Mot chit ngadp ngirng, sac mat ba Lestrange khong doi, duy chi d6i mat tir
ttr khép roi lai mé ra. Duwong nhuw ba nu6t nwdc bot doi 1an réi cat giong binh
than va ranh rot:

“M0i ong ta vao di, Hilda.”

T6i dgm dirng 1én, nhwng ba da dwa tay ra hiéu cho t6i ngoi yén.

“Néu muc su khong phién thi toi rat mong 6ng & lai.”

“Tat nhién la dugc, néu ba mudn,” to6i néi nho réi ngoéi xudng trong khi
Slack nhanh nhen buwéc vao.

“Xin chao phu nhan,” 6ng ta ma loi.

“Chao ong thanh tra.”
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Cung luc ay, Slack cau may khi nhin thay t6i. Chang nghi ngo gi nita, rd
la 6ng ta khong wa toi.

“Toi hy vong 6ng khong phéan doi sy hién dién ctia muc sw day chi?”

T6i nghi Slack nhat dinh khong thé néi cé.

“Kho...6ng,” 6ng ta mién cudng dap. “Tuy vay, co 1€, tot hon thi...”

Ba Lestrange chang théem dém xia dén 16i bong gi6 ctia 6ng ta, ba héi:

“T6i co thé giap gi cho 6ng day, ong thanh tra?”

“La vu muu sat dai ta Protheroe do, thwa ba. Toi chiu trach nhiém vu nay
va dang tién hanh diéu tra.”

Ba Lestrange gat dau.

“Chi la theo tha tuc, t6i dang hoi moi nguwdi vé viéc ho ¢ dau vao khoang
tir sdu gio' dén bay gio t6i hom qua. Chi la van dé thu tuc, mong ba hiéu
cho.”

Ba Lestrange khong hé to ra boi roi:

“Ong muén biét t6i hom qua t6i & dau tir sdu dén bay gid phai khong?”

“Mong ba vui long, thwa phu nhan.”

“Xem nao,” ba ngam nghi mét lic. “T6i ¢ day. Ngay trong nha nay.”

“O!” T6i trong thdy mét vién thanh tra 16e sang. “Con c6 hau — ba chi c6
mot ngwoi hau — c6 dy c6 thé xac nhan diéu nay dwgc khong?”

“Khong, chiéu hém qua Hilda di vang.”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Rat tiéc, vi thé ong phai tin 10i t6i,” ba Lestrange vui vé ndi.

“Ba nghiém tic tuyén bo rang ba & nha su6t chiéu t6i hom qua phai
khong?”

“Ong béo tir sdu dén bay gio kia ma, dng thanh tra. Trwéc dé toi ra ngoai
bach bd va tré vé khoang tredc nam gio' chiéu mot chut.”

“Vay néu c6 mot quy ba — ba Hartnell chang han — khai rang vao
khoang sau gio ba ta da dén day goi chuong cira nhung khong ai nghe nén
danh phai ra vé — ba c6 cho rang ba 4y nham lan khong nhi?”

“O khong!” ba Lestrange 14c dau.
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“Nhung...”

“Néu ngudi hau cua 6ng c6 nha thi c6 ta c6 thé bdo 6ng di vang. Nhung
néu cha nha chi c6 mét minh va khéng muén tiép khach — a, thi cach t6t
nhat la ¢t dé mac chudng reo.”

Trong Thanh tra Slack kha béi réi.

“Cac ba gia lam phién t6i qua mic,” ba Lestrange noi, “nhat la ba
Hartnell. Ba 4y nhan chudng phai ca chuc lan r6i méi chiu bé di.”

Ba mim cudi duyén dang véi Thanh tra Slack. Ong ta bén chuyén huéng:

“Vay néu c6 nguoi néi vao khoang thoi gian dy ho trong thay ba di ra
ngoai...”

“A! Nhung ho khong hé thdy, ding khong nao?” Ba nhanh chéng nhan ra
diém yéu cua ong ta. “Khong ai trong thay t6i ra ngoai, bdi vi téi ¢ trong
nha, 6ng hiéu cho.”

“Pung thé thwa ba.”

Vién thanh tra dich ghé lai gan hon.

“Ba Lestrange a, toi nghe néi dém hom trudc khi dai ta Protheroe bi giét,
ba c6 dén tham Ong ta phai khong?” Ba Lestrange diém tinh dap:

“Pung vay.”

“Ba c6 thé cho biét ba gap ong dy lam gi khong?”

“La viéc rieng tu, thua ong thanh tra.”

“T6i e rang toi phai yéu cau ba cho t6i biét viéc riéng tu ay la gi.”

“T6i sé khong noi bat civ 16i nao vé viéc nay ca. Toi chi cam doan vGi ong
rang cudc noi chuyén ay khéng hé lién quan dén vu an mang,”

“T6i khong nghi la ba da phan doan dung.”

“Du sao di nita ong cling phai tin 10i toi, ong thanh tra.”

“That ra t6i phai tin moi diéu ba néi ma.”

“C6 vé 1a nhu thé,” ba tan thanh, van vdi nu cuoi diém tinh.

Thanh tra Slack do burng mat.

“Pay la chuyén nghiém tic, thwa ba Lestrange. T6i muén biét sy that...”
ong ta dam tay xuong ban danh ram. “Va t6i sé tim ra sy that.”
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Ba Lestrange chang noi chang rang.

“Ba c6 biét ba dang tw dat minh vao tinh thé hét sitc am mudi khéng, thwra
phu nhan?”

Ba Lestrange van lang thinh.

“Ba sé bi yéu cau duwa ra chitng ct trong cudc tham van tai toa.”

“Vang.”

Vén ven mét ti. Tho o lanh dam va khéng nhan manh. Vién thanh tra lién
thay doi chién thuat:

“Ba quen biét ong Protheroe a?”

“Phai, toi quen ong ta.”

“Quen than chi?”

Ba ngap ngirng mot ldc r6i tra 10i:

“Pa may nam roi toi khong gap ong ta.”

“Ba c6 quen ba Protheroe khong?”

“Khong.”

“Xin ba tht 16i, nhung tham viéng vao gio dy thi rat khac thwong day.”

“T6i khong nghi Vay.”

“Ba noi thé 1a c6 y gi?”

Ba Lestrange tra 10i ro rang ranh mach:

“T6i mudn gap riéng dai ta Protheroe, chit khéng mudn gap ba Protheroe
hodc c6 Protheroe. Véi t6i do la cach t6t nhat dé dat duwgc muc dich cna

minh.”

“V1i sao ba khong mudn gap ba Protheroe hodc c6 Protheroe?”

“Po la viéc cua toi, thira ong thanh tra.”

“Vay ba tt* ch6i n6i thém a?”

“Pung vay.”

Thanh tra Slack dirng lén.

“Ba can than day, dirng tv day minh vao tinh hudng t6i té, thwa ba. Moi
viéc gio xau — xau lam ro6i.”
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Ba Lestrange cuoi pha len. Lé ra toi phai noi trwdc vdi Thanh tra Slack
rang dé khong phai la loai phu nit dé dang bi ngwoi khac hu doa.

“Nay, dirng bao 1a tdi khong canh bao ba nhé, c6 thé thdi.” Ong ta co ldy
vé dinh dac. “Xin chao phu nhan, ba nhé cho, ching t6i nhat dinh sé tim ra
sur that.”

Ong ta ra vé. Ba Lestrange ciing ditng day chia tay ra: “T6i ciing phai tién
muc st thdéi — vang, nhuw thé thi t6t hon. Muc su thay do, gio da mudn dé
xin 101 khuyen. Toi da chon theo cach caa minh.”

Ba lap lai v6i giong hau nhu tuyét vong:

“T6i da chon theo cach ctia minh.”
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16

Vira budc ra thi t6i cham mat Haydock ¢ ngudng cira.

Ong liéc nhin theo Slack liic 4y vira ra khéi cong roi hoi:

“Thanh tra da chat van ba ay chwa?”

“Ro6i.”

“Hy vong ong ta to ra lich sy chu?”

Trong suy nghi cua toi, phép lich sy la tht Thanh tra Slack chwva tirng
duwgc hoc, nhung t6i cho rang trong chitng muc hiéu biét ctia ban than, 6ng
ta thé la da lich sy r6i, va du sao di nita t6i cling khong muén lam Haydock
thém lo lang, vi tréng 6ng ay c6 vé bodi roi lo au. Thé nén t6i dap rang Thanh
tra Slack vo cung lich su.

Haydock gat dau r6i budc vao nha, con t6i thi di xudng pho va chang may
choc dubi kip vién thanh tra. Toi hiéu 6ng ta c6 tinh di cham. Tuy ghét t6i
nhung ong ta khong phdi hang ngwoi dé cho sy yéu ghét can trd viéc moi
dugc thong tin hitu ich.

“Muc su biét gi vé ba phu nhan dy khong?” ong ta hoi thang thirng.

T6i dap rang minh chang biét gi ca.

“Ba ay khong bao gio ké vi sao ba ay vé song & day a?”

“Khong.”

“Thé nhung muc s van dén tham ba ta sao?”

“Pi tham gido dan la phan sy cua t6i,” toi dap dé tranh phai n6i rang minh
duwgc ba Lestrange moi dén.

“Hirm, c cho la thé.” Slack lang thinh mot Iic, ro6i khong cwdng lai dwoc
ban luan vé that bai vira qua cia minh, ong ta n6i tiép: “T6i thay sy viéc cd
gl d6 mo am.”

“Ong nghi vay sao?”
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“Néu muc su héi thi tdi sé néi day la ‘vu téng tién’. Buon cwoi that, 1au
nay ching ta ctt nghi vé dai ta Protheroe nhu thé, nhwng gio méi hiéu ra la
khong phai thé. Ma 6ng ta dau phdi la nguwdi quan ly tai san cia nha thd dau
tién sdng cudc song hai mat chi.”

T6i 10 mo nhd ra c6 1an ba Marple da dé cap chuyén nay.

“Ong thyc sy nghi c6 kha ning dy sao?”

“A, cac sy viéc khép nhau thrra muc sw. Tai sao mot quy ba sang trong va
thanh lich lai vé cai xi khi ho co gay nay? Vi sao ba ta lai dén tim ong dai ta
vao gio dy? Vi sao ba ta tranh mat ba Protheroe va c6 Protheroe? Puing vay,
moi viéc hoan toan an khép vdi nhau. Ba ta khong dam thtra nhan, vi tong
tién la toi dang bi tritng phat. Nhung chiing t6i sé budc ba dy néi ra sy that,
vi ching t6i déu biét viéc nay c6 lién quan dac biét dén vu an. Néu dai ta
Protheroe c6 bi mat t6i 16i nao d6 trong doi — hodc chuyén 6 nhuc nao dé
— a, thi muc su sé thay viéc ay sé tao diéu kién thé nao.”

Toi cling cho la nhuw thé.

“T6i dang c6 gang khai thac vién quan gia, anh ta c6 thé da nghe 16m
cudc trao doi gitta dai ta Protheroe va ba Lestrange, vi bon ngudi an ké &
thuong lam thé. Tuy nhién, anh ta thé thot la khong biét ti gi vé cudc néi
chuyén dy. A, ma anh ta bi sa thai roi. Ong dai ta cong kich anh ta, néi néng
vi anh ta ty y dan ba Lestrange vao nha. Vién quan gia bén vac lai, anh ta
bdo minh chang thiét tha gi cai chén nay va da nghi dén chuyén ldc nao do
sé ra di.”

“Vay sao?”

“Nhu thé lai thém mot ngwoi nita cé hiém khich véi 6ng dai ta.”

“Ong c6 dic biét nghi ng®d ngudi quan gia &y khong — a, ma tén anh ta Ia
gi?”

“Anh ta tén Reeves, va to6i khong hé no6i 1a t6i nghi ngd anh ta. Toi chi
muon noi la chang lam sao biét dwoc. To6i khong wa céi 16i xun xoe thé ng
cua anh ta.”

Toi ty hdi khong biét Reeves sé noi sao vé cung cach cia Thanh tra Slack.

“Bay gio t6i sé tham van anh tai x€& day.”
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“Vay phién 6ng cho t6i di nho xe, t6i mudn trao doi chit viéc véi ba
Protheroe.”

“Veé viéc gi?”

“Viéc chuan bi ma chay.”

“Qi cha!” Thanh tra Slack hoi ngac nhién. “Ngay mai thit bay, s& c6 buéi
tham tra chinh thitc.”

“Thé a? Vay tang lé c6 thé t6 chic vao thit ba t6i.” Thanh tra Slack c6 vé
hoi ngwong ngling vi sy thd 16 ctia minh. Ong ta dan hoa béng 16i moi toi
cung du tham van Manning, ngudi tai xé€.

Manning la mot chang trai t¥ té trac hai lam hai sdu tudi. Anh ta c6 vé
khiép sg vién thanh tra.

“Nao chang trai, t6i mudn cau cung cap mdt vai thong tin,” Slack noi.

“Vang thwa ngai,” anh tai xé lap ba lap bap. “Di nhién, thwa ngai.”

Néu ban than anh ta pham toi giét nguwdi thi anh ta cling khong thé hoang
sg hon thé.

“Hom qua cau ché ong chua vao lang phai khong?”

“Vang, thva ngai.”

“Vao lic may gio?”

“Nam gio rudi a.”

“Ba Protheroe cung di chit?”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Cau di thang vao lang a?’

“Vang, thra ngai.”

“Tren duwong di cau co6 dung lai dau do khong?”

“Thwa khong.”

“Khi dén noi thi cau lam gi?”

“Ong dai t4 xudng xe va bao 6ng ay khong can ding xe nita, 6ng ay sé di
b6 vé nha. Ba Protheroe thi di mua sam. Hang ho dugc chat 1én xe, sau do
ba dy bdo la xong viéc roi, thé la toi danh xe vé nha.”

“Cau dé ba Protheroe ¢ lai lang sao?”
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“Vang, thva ngai.”

“Luc dy la may gio?”

“Sau gio muoi lam phut, thwa ngai. Chinh xac la sau gio mwoi lam.”

“Cau tha ba ay & dau?”

“O gan nha tho, thira ngai.”

“Ong dai t4 c6 n6i 1a minh di dau khong?”

“Ong chu bao di gip bac si thid y, ¢ viéc phai lo cho mét con trong bay
ngya cua ong.”

“T6i hiéu. R6i cau lai xe vé ngay a?’

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“Co hai 16i vao Old Hall, tir Crta Nam va ttr Ctra Bac. Theo t6i dé di vao
lang thi cau phai di qua Cira Nam phai khong?”

“Vang thua ngai, bao gio ciling thé a.”

“Va khi tré vé cau ciling di qua 16i d6 ch?’

“Vang, thva ngai.”

“Hurm, t0i nghi thé la du. A, c6 Protheroe kia kia.” Lettice vat v troi 1
litng vé phia chiing toi.

“Manning, t6i mudn dung chiéc Fiat,” c¢6 néi. “Anh danh xe ra cho t6i.”

“Vang, thwa co.”

Anh ta budc dén chiéc 6 t6 hai cho ngoi va maé nap capo 1én.

“Guom da, co Protheroe,” Slack noéi. “T6i can lap ho so vé hoat dong cua
moi ngwoi vao chiéu t6i hom qua, chit khéng c6 y lam phién c6.”

Lettice nhin 6ng ta cham cham.

“T6i chang bao gio dé y dén gio vdi giac.”

“T6i nghe n6i hom qua c6 ra ngoai ngay sau gio an trua?”

Co gai gat dau.

“Vui long cho biét c6 di dau?”

“Toi di choi tennis.”

“V6i ai?”

“V @i nha Hartley Napier.”
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“O Much Benham phai khéng?”

“Phai.”

“R0i ¢ trd ve lic nao?’

“T6i khong biét. Toi da néi vai ong t6i cha bao gio dé y viéc ay.”

“Con tr@ vé vao khodng bay gio rudi,” toi chen vao.

“Pung r6i,” Lettice ndi, “gilta lac ay dang c6 chuyén rdi ren. Anne ngat
xiu va Griselda dang cham séc ba ay.”

“Cam on tiéu thw, toi chi mudn biét c6 vay thoi,” Slack noi.

“That ky qudc,” Lettice n6i. “Chang c6 gi hay ho cad.” C6 buéc vé phia
chiéc xe Fiat, con vién thanh tra thi len 1én vo0 tran:

“Con thiéu gi khong nhi?”

“Chang con gi dau,” t6i dap. “Nhung c6 ay thich thé.”

“A, gi® di toi thdm van cac c6 hau day.”

Nguwoi ta c6 thé khong thich Slack nhung van phai nguwdng mo cach lam
viéc tich cuyc caa ong ta. Chang t6i chia tay, va t6i héi tham Reeves xem toi
c6 thé gap ba Protheroe dugc khong.

“Gio nay ba cha dang nghi, thwa muc suw.”

“Vay tot hon t6i khong nén lam phién ba ay.”

“Muc su c6 thé chd mot lac duge khong a? Toi biét ba Protheroe dang
nong long dugc gap ong. Luc an trua toi nghe ba chu noi vay.”

Anh ta dwa t6i vao phong khach va bat den vi phong dang budng rem.

“Moi chuyén that dang buon,” to6i noi.

“Vang, thva muc su.” Gigng anh ta vira 1é phép vira lanh nhat.

T6i nhin anh ta. Nguoi tai xé kia dang nghi gi dang sau thai dé binh than
dirng dung? C6 khi anh ta biét chuyén gi d6 va c6 thé ké chiing t6i nghe
cling nén! Mot ngwoi hau trung thanh ma che giau sy that thi khong con gi té
hai hon. “Con gi nita khong, thwa muc su?”

Phdi chang c6 chut lo au ndp sau vé mat binh than dy nhi? “Khéng con gi
nita dau,” toi dap.
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T6i chi chd mot lic 1a Anne Protheroe ra tgi. Ching t6i ban bac va sap
x€ép mot sO viéc. R6i Anne thét 1én:

“Bac si Haydock that qua t6t bung!”

“Haydock la nguoi tir té nhat ma to6i biét.”

“Ong ay cyc ky tir té v6i toi. Nhung trong dng y rat budn, ding khong
muc su?”

Trudc day toi khong hé nghi Haydock 1a nguwdi hay buon. Pau 6c toi c
1at di 1at lai chuyén ay.

“T6i chwa tirng dé y diéu d6,” cudi cung t6i ndi.

“T6i cling thé, cho dén hom nay...”

“P6i khi vi gap chuyén dau buon khé khan ma ngudi ta trd nén tinh nhay
hon,” t6i noi.

“Muc su day chi phai.”

Anne ngan ngt r6i nai tiép:

“Thwa muc sw Clement, c6 mot diéu toi khong sao hiéu dwoc, la néu 6ng
nha t6i bi ban ngay sau khi t6i chia tay ong ay thi tai sao toi lai khng nghe
tiéng stng nhi?”

“Canh sat da c6 co sd dé xac dinh sau d6 sting mdi no.”

“Nhung con con s6 6.20 ghi trong thu thi sao a?”

“Cé thé 1a do mdt ngudi khac thém vao — la ké giét ngudi.”

“Kinh khung qua!” ba ta tai mat.

“Ba khong dé y thay tiéu dé ngay thang khong phai nét chir 6ng nha sao?”

“Ca buc thue khong c6 cho nao giong nét chir 6ng dy ca.” Nhan xét ay co
phan nao ding. Thw nguéch ngoac khé doc chit khong ré rang nhw trudc gio
Protheroe thwong viét. “Muc su cé chac la ho khong nghi ngd Lawrence
khong a?”

“T6i nghi cau ay ro rang da dwgc minh oan.”

“Nhung vay thi 1a ai, thwa muc su? T6i biét Lucius von khong dwgc nhiéu
ngwoi quy mén, nhung téi khong nghi ong ay lai cé ké thu thue sw. Khong
— khong c6 ké thu kiéu ay.”
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Toi lac dau.

“That 1a bi an.”

Toi ngac nhién nghi dén bay nghi can cua ba Marple. Cé thé la nhitng ai?

Sau khi tam biét Anne, t6i lap tirc hanh dong theo ké hoach da dinh. Tw
Old Hall tré@ vé, t6i men theo mot 16i mon nhé. Khi dén cho buc treo, t6i lai
thoi lui, r6i nham hwéng cac bui cay tam thap c6 dau chan ngudi di qua, toi
O len 16i vao tim dwong di. Khu ritng ram rap, day dac cac bui cady nhoé moc
16n x0n. Toi di kha cham va bat ngd nhan ra & cach minh khong xa ciing cé
mot ngwoi dang len 18i qua cac bui ram. T6i con dang ngan ngtr phan van thi
Lawrence Redding xuat hién, hai tay vac mot tang da to.

Co ¢ thay t6i ngac nhién nén Redding cwdi pha 1én:

“O khong, khong phai 1a manh méi dau, ma 1a ting pham ctia hoa binh.”

“Qua tang hoa binh v?”

“A, cling c6 thé néi 1a co s& dé thwong thuyét. Toi mudn tim mot cai cd
dé dén tham ba Marple, hang xém ctia muc s, va tdi nghe néi ba dy khong
thich gi hon la mét tdng da dep dé xay dung khu vieon Nhat Ban.”

“Hoan toan chinh xac,” t6i n6i. “Nhung anh muén gi & lao ba ay?”

“La thé nay. Néu hom qua c6 viéc gi xdy ra thi thé nao ba Marple ciing
nhin thdy. Y t6i 1a nhitng viéc khong nhét thiét lién quan dén vu 4n — nhung
c6 thé ba ay nghi c6 lién quan. T6i mudn néi dén nhitng sy viéc la la hay ky
qudc, hodc nhitng chi tiét nho cé thé gitip ching ta thém co sé tim ra sy that.
Nhitng viéc ma ba ay nghi khéng dang dé bao canh sat.”

“Theo ta viéc ay hop ly day.”

“Du sao ciling nén lam thir xem sao. T6i sé tim hiéu dén tan cung sy viéc,
muc st Clement a. Vi lgi ich caa Anne cht* khong vi cai gi khac. Ma toi
chang may tin twdng Slack — ong ta la ngwoi nhiét tinh, nhung c6 nhiét tinh
mdy di nita thi cling khong thong minh hon dwoc.”

“Ta thay anh gi6éng nhan vat yéu thich cua tiéu thuyét, mot nha tham t
nghiép dw,” t6i n6i. “Ta khong biét ngoai doi liéu Slack c6 thuc sy chuyén
nghiép khong nita.”
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Anh ta nhin xody vao t6i r6i bat than cudi to. “Nay 6ng muc sw, ong lam
gi trong rung vay?”

T6i do birtng mat.

“Chac cling giong nhu viéc toi dang lam thoi, t6i dam thé v&i muc sw day.
Chung ta cung chung y twéng ding khong? Tén sat nhan dén van phong
bang cach nao? Lai thit nhat la di doc theo dwong lang roi vao cong sau nha
muc vy, 16i tht hai la vao céng trwéc, con 16i thit ba — c6 16i thit ba khong
nhi? T6i c6 y xem xét liéu c6 diu hiéu nao cho thay cac bui cady quanh bo
twong cta vieon nha muc vu bi giam dap khong.”

“Do cling chinh la suy nghi cua ta,” toi thrta nhan. “Tuy nhién tdi chwa
thue sy bat tay vao viéc, vi toi chgt ndy ra y mudn gap ba Marple trudc dé
chac chan rang chiéu hom qua khong c6 ai di trén con duong lang trong khi
hai chiing t6i dang & trong xuéng vé,” Lawrence noi tiép.

Toi lac dau.

“Ba dy hoan toan chac chan la khong c6 ai ca.”

“Phai, khong c6 ai la theo cach néi ctia ba ta — nghe thi c6 vé dien
khung, nhing muc sw hiéu toi dinh n6i gi chit. Béi ¢6 thé c6 ai d6 chang han
nguoi dua thw, co hang stta, anh hang thit — ai d6 ma sy c6 madt cta ho la tw
nhién dén mitc ta khong nghi phai nhac dén.”

“Anh thwong doc G. K. Chesterton nhi,” toi ndi, va Lawrence khong phu
nhan.

“Nhung theo muc su, y nay c6 hop ly khong?”

“A, theo ta 1a c6 thé,” t6i thira nhan.

Khoéng chan chtr thém nita, ching t6i 1én dwong dén nha ba Marple. Ba
dang lam vuon va cat tiéng goi khi thay ching t6i budc qua cho buc tréo.
Lawrence lién thi thao: “Muc su thdy khong, ai ba ta ciing nhin thay ca.”

Ba Marple doén ti€p ching t6i hét sitc hoa nha, va t6 ra rat hai long véi
tang da to ma Lawrence trang trong dwa biéu.

“Ong that chu do, 6ng Redding. Thuc su hét siic chu ddo.”

Pugc 101 nhw cdi tdc 1ong, Lawrence dat ngay cac cau héi, va ba Marple
cham chu lang nghe.
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“Vang, toi hiéu y ong va toi hoan toan dong y, diéu nay chang ai nhac dén
hodc ngai nhac dén. Nhung t6i cam doan v6i 6ng rang khong hé cé chuyén
nhv thé. Hoan toan khong.”

“Ba c6 chac khong, thwa ba Marple?”

“Chac nhv dinh dong cot.”

“Chiéu hom dy ba cé trong thdy bat ct ai di trén 16i mon nay vao rirng
khong?” T6i hoi. “Hoac la ti trong ring di ra?”

“0, c6 chtt, cA mé& nguoi dy. Tién si Stone va cd Cram di duong nay, vi
day la con dwong gan nhat dan dén cho khai quat, ldc ay khodng sau hai gio
mot chit. Ro6i 6ng Stone trd lai dwong nay — ong biét roi do ong Redding,
vl Ong ta gdp ong vdi ba Protheroe ma.”

“Tién thé, vé tiéng nd — tiéng sing ma ba da nghe, thi 1é ra 6ng Redding
va ba Protheroe cling phéi nghe thay, ba Marple a,” t6i ndi.

Toi nhin Lawrence tham do.

“Vang,” anh ta cau may. “T6i nghi minh c6é nghe tiéng sing. Ma cé mot
hay hai tiéng né nhi?”

“Toi chi nghe c6 mot,” ba Marple dap.

“Con toi thi chi nh¢@ mang mang,” Lawrence noi. “Quy quai that, vdc gi
toi c6 thé nhé ra. Gia ma toi biét. Cac vi thdy do, liac ay t6i con dang mai —
vOi — vOi...”

Anh ta ngdp ngung, ling ting, con toi khé hiing hang ho cho phai phép.
Ba Marple lam diéu bo r6i chuyén sang dé tai khac:

“Thanh tra Slack ct bao t6i cho 0ng ta biét t6i nghe tiéng sing sau khi
ong Redding va ba Protheroe roi khoi xwang vé hay la trude do. Toi phai thu
nhan rang thyc sy minh khéng thé néi dich xac, nhwng t6i c6 cdm twéng la
né xdy ra sau d6 — cang nghi thi t6i cang thay diéu nay la dung.”

“Nhu thé du sao tién si Stone cling ngoai pham,” Lawrence thd dai.
“Khong phai vi khong hé c6 bat ¢t 1y do nhoé nhat nao dé ong ta bi tinh nghi
la ban 6ng lao Protheroe dang thwong.”

“A, nhung toi thay néu than trong thi ctt nén dat nghi van véi moi ngudi,
du chi mot chut xiu théi. Vi c6 khi ta chang lwong dugc hét chir ngo, ding
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khong nao?”

Ba Marple la thé d6. To6i héi Lawrence xem liéu anh ta c6 dong y véGi ba
vé tiéng sung khong.

“Thuwce sy téi khong thé ndi dwgc, vi am thanh ay hét sitc binh thuwong,
muc su thdy do6. Toi thién theo hwéng nghi rang phat sing vang 1én khi
chiing t6i dang & trong xwdng v&. Am thanh c6 thé da bi gidm nhe va — va
¢ do nguoi ta kho nhan ra hon.”

Con nhiéu ly do khac khién ho khong dé y dén am thanh Ay, t6i tham
nghi.

“T6i phai hoi Anne,” Lawrence néi. “Cé thé ba dy sé nhé. A, theo toi c6
mot viéc ky la can lam rd. Ba Lestrange, ménh phu bi an ctia lang St. Mary
Mead nay da dén tham lao Protheroe hom thit tv sau bira an t6i. Vay ma
dwong nhu chang c6 ai dé y ho gap nhau c6 viéc gi. Lao Protheroe ciing
khong hé noéi gi véi vg minh hodc Lettice.”

“C6 thé muc su biét chuyén,” ba Marple ndi.

Lam sao nguwdi phu nit nay biét chiéu nay to6i dén tham ba Lestrange? That
ky la, chuyén gi ba ta cling nam dugc.

Toi lac dau bao minh khong c6 manh méi gi.

“Thé Thanh tra Slack nghi sao a?” ba Marple hoi.

“Ong ta da c6 sitc ép budc vién quan gia — nhung 1 rang anh nay khong
toc mach dén mic di nghe 1én. Vi thé ma — chang ai biét gi.”

“Tuy vay t6i van mong c6 ai d6 nghe 16m duwgc ti chuyén, phai khong
thwra muc su?” ba Marple néi. “Y t6i 1a ngudi nao thwong hay lam diéu 4y.
T6i nghi 6ng Redding c6 thé phat hién déi diéu tir nguoi do.”

“Nhung ba Protheroe cting khong biét gi ca.”

“T6i khong c6 y néi ba Protheroe, ma la bon hau gai dy,” ba Marple dap.
“Nhat dinh bon chiing rat ghét viéc khai bdo véi canh sat, nhung véi mot
chang trai banh bao thi chiing c6 thé xiéu long — xin 6ng bé 16i, 6ng
Redding nhé — 6! T6i chac chan ching sé ké hét véi 6ng ay cho ma xem.”

“T6i nay t6i sé dén va thir xem sao,” Lawrence hang hai néi. “Xin cam on
goi y cua ba, thwa ba Marple. T6i sé dén sau khi — a, sau khi t6i va muc su
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day lam mot viéc nho nhé.”

Toi chot nghi chiing t6i nén tién hanh cong viéc thi tot hon. To6i chao tam
biét ba Marple roi hai ching t6i lai tré vao rirng.

Ban dau ching t6i men theo 16i mon cho dén mot cho c6 dau chan ngwai
tir do ré sang bén phai. Lawrence gidi thich anh ta da di theo cai dau vét dac
biét nay va thdy n6 chang dan dén dau ca, nhurng anh ta néi thém rang ca hai
c6 thé thir 1an nita xem sao, vi ¢ thé anh ta nham lan.

Tuy vay, sy thé ding nhuw anh ta da noi. Bi duwgc khodng hon chuc thuéc
thi cac dau vét canh 1a bi xéo gay mat dan. Chinh la tir cho nay Lawrence da
quay lai 16i mon va gap t6i hoi chiéu.

Chtng t6i lai quay trd vé 16i mon va di xa hon mot chit. Lai mot 1an nita
chiing t6i dén cho c6 cac bui cay bi giam dap. Nhitng dau hiéu rat mo nhat
nhung theo t6i 1a khong thé nao nham lan. Lan nay thi ddu vét ay nhiéu hiva
hen hon. Sau mot doan vong véo, n6é dan dén gan nha muc vu. Chang may
choc ching t6i dén cho cac bui cay vuion 1én dan kin bo twong. Bic tuwong
nay rat cao va phia trén c6 gan manh chai v&. Néu ai d6 bac thang treo 1én &
day thi nhat dinh ching toi sé tim ra dau veét.

Chtng t6i dang cham rai tim kiém doc theo bo twong thi bong c6 tiéng
canh cay gdy vong dén. T6i v0i vang gang sic len qua cac bui cay ram rap
ma buwdc t6i — va doi mat véi Thanh tra Slack.

“La muc sw do sao?” ong ta noi. “Ca ong Redding nita. Quy ong nghi
minh dang lam gi ¢ day vay?”

Hai chung t6i iu xiu giai thich.

“Ra la thé,” thanh tra n6i. “Chting ta khong phdi d6 ng6c dau, ban than toi
cling nghi giong hét. Toi da & day hon mot tiéng dong ho. Cac 6ng c6 mudn
biét diéu gi khong?”

“Co cht,” toi ngoan ngoan dap.

“Bat ké la ké nao giét dai ta Protheroe di nita thi han cling khong di bang
dwong nay! Khong c6 diu vét nao trén b twong bén nay cting nhuw bén kia.
Dau la ai thi hdn ciing da vao bang cong chinh chit khong vao duwdng nao
khac.”
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“Khong thé dugc,” toi kéu 1én.

“Sao lai khong chi¥? Cong nha muc vu luon dé ngd, han chi can budc vao
la xong. Ttr nha bép khong thé nhin thay han. Han biét muc su da ra ngoai,
han biét ba Clement dang & London, han biét cau Dennis di choi tennis. Dé
nhv tr@ ban tay. Va han chang can di qua lang. D6i dién cong nha muc vu la
dwong mon, va tir con duong ay anh c6 thé trd lai khu rirng roi tau thoat qua
nga nao cling dugc. Néu ba Price Ridley khong buwédc ra cong tredc nha minh
ding lac dac biét dy thi moi viéc sé thuan buém xu6i gi6. Rat nhiéu kha
nang nhv thé hon la tréo qua twong. T trén lau nha ba Price Ridley nhin
xubng qua ctra s6 bén hong, c6 thé thady hau nhw ca bic twong. Khong, ci
tin t6i di, tén giét ngwdi vao bang con duong ay.”

Thue sy c6 vé nhu 6ng ta néi dung.

https://thuviensach.vn



17

Sang hom sau Thanh tra Slack dén tim t6i. Ong ta khong con t6 ra dé dit
lanh lung, t6i nghi. Cudi cung c6 thé ong ta da quén s cd vé chiéc dong ho.

“Nay muc su,” 6ng ta chao toi. “T0i da tim ra cudc goi dén may cta ong.”

“That sao?” toi hao hirc hai.

“Kha la ky qudc. N6 dugc goi tir toa nha nam & Cira Bac gan Old Hall.
Hién gio nha dy bo tréng, nhan vién bdo vé cli da nghi huu con ngwdi méi
thi chrra dén. Dia diém nay vang vé va rat thuan 1gi — c6 mot cira s6 md ra
phia sau nha. Trén may dién thoai khong c6 dau van tay — né da dugc xoa
sach. La c6 chu y do.”

“Y 6ng la sao?”

“Piéu do cho thay cudc goi nham muc dich kéo muc su ra khoi nha, vi thé
day la vu giét ngudi cé tinh toan tredc. Néu chi la mot tro dua vo hai thi
ngwoi goi da khong can than xéa dau van tay nhuw thé.”

“To6i hiéu.”

“DPiéu do cling chitng té tén giét ngwoi rat thong thudc Old Hall va cac
ngoi nha 1an can. Khéng phai ba Protheroe goi dién, to6i da ghi chép can than
moi hoat dong chiéu hom &y cta ba ta. C6 dén ntra td nguwdi hau thé thot
rang cho dén nam gio rudi ba dy van con ¢ nha. Sau d6 xe dwa dai ta
Protheroe va ba ta vao lang. Ong dai ta di gip Quinton, bac si thd y vé
chuyén chita bénh cho con ngwa cua minh. Ba Protheroe vao dat hang & ctra
hang tap pham va hang c4, sau do6 ba ay di thang dén con duwong phia sau
lang, noi ba Marple gap ba ta. Cac ctta hang déu x4c nhan ba ta khong mang
tii xach bén minh. Ba Marple gia ay néi ding.”

“Ba dy bao gi0 cling ding,” t6i 6n ton noi.

“Co0 Protheroe thi & Much Benham dén nam gio rudi.”

“Pung thé,” t6i n6i. “Chau trai t6i cling ¢ do.”
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“Co0 ay ngoai pham. Cac c¢6 hau cling vay — du ho c6 dé6i chiat hoang loan
va lo au, nhrng minh mong dgi gi & ho co ch? Tat nhién la toi chi y dén
vién quan gia — vGi moi viéc da dugce ghi nhan. Nhung t6i nghi anh ta
chang biét gi vé chuyén nay.”

“Viéc diéu tra cia 6ng xem ra chwa cé két qua tich cyc, 6ng thanh tra
nhi.”

“C6 cho tot c6 cho khong, thira muc sw. Coé mét viéc rat ky qudc vira xay
ra — c6 thé noi 1a hoan toan bat ngd.”

“That sao?”

“Muc st c6 nhé ba Price Ridley hang x6m cua 6ng sang hom qua gay nao
loan vé viéc ba dy bi khing bd bang dién thoai khong?”

“Co chu.

“A, chiing t6i truy tim cudc goi c6t chi dé tran an ba &y — thé ma muc su
c6 nghi ra n6 xuat phat tir dau khong hé troi?”

“Tw tram dien thoai cong cong a?” toi danh bao hoi lai. “Khong phai, muc
st Clement. Ttr nha Lawrence Redding.”

“Cai g1?” toi kinh ngac kéu lén.

“Phai. Kha ky quac ding khong? Redding khong lién quan gi dén chuyén
do6. Vao lic ay, sdu gio redi, anh ta dang trén duong dén quan Blue Boar vé6i
tién sT Stone tri’édc mat ban dan thién ha. Vay ma c6 cudc goi. Pang suy nghi
phai khong? Cé ngudi budc vao nha anh ta dé goi dién thoai, vay dé la ai?
Hai cd dién thoai ky la trong cing mot ngay khién ta nghi ching c6 lién
quan vdi nhau. Néu khong phdi cing mot ngwdi goi thi toi di dau xudng dat
thoi.”

“Nhung vi muc dich gi méi dugce?”

“A, d6 la diéu ching ta phai tim cho ra. C6 vé nhw khong c6 gi dic biét
trong cu dién thoai thi hai, nhuwng nhat dinh phéi c6 y nghia nao d6. Muc su
c6 hiéu dung y cua viéc nay khéng? Cu dién thoai tr nha Redding. Khau
sung ciling cua Redding. Nhw vay moi nghi van déu don vao Redding ca.”

“Néu cu dién thoai thit nhat dugc goi tir nha anh ta thi md&i nhiéu nghi van
hon chw.”
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“O, nhung t6i suy nghi vé viéc ndy roi. Redding da lam gi trong hau hét
cac bu6i chiéu? Anh ta dén Old Hall vé c6 Protheroe. Ttr nha minh anh ta di
xe may vé huwéng Cira Bac. Gid thi muc sw da thdy muc dich cda ct dién
thoai xudt phat tr hwéng dy chwa? Ké sat nhan la nguwdi khong biét vé cudc
cai co, rang Redding khéng con dén Old Hall nita.”

To6i suy nghi hoi lau dé tiép thu nhitng nhan xét cta vién thanh tra. Ching
c6 vé hop ly va tét yéu.

“Trén may dién thoai nha 6ng Redding c6 dau van tay khong?” toi hoi.

“Khong c6,” Slack chwa chat tra 16i. “Mu gia chét tiét lam viéc nha cho
anh ta di x6a mét hoi sang hém qua r6i.” Ong ta néi cau hdi 1au. “Con mu
dién ngu xuan. Ciing chang nhd minh thay khau sing lan cudi cung vao lic
nao. Buoi sang xay ra &n mang, n6é con nam ¢ dé ma ciling c6 thé khong. Mu
ta khong thé noi 1a minh doan chac diéu gi ca. Bon dan ba giong hét nhau!

“T6i dén tham tién si Stone cho ding tha tuc ma thoi, va phai noi la ong
ta rt hai 1ong vé viéc dy,” Slack tiép tuc. “Ong ta va cd Cram dén go dat —
cho khai quat &y — vao khoang hai gio rudi chiéu hom qua va & lai do suot
budi chiéu. Tién si Stone vé trudc mot minh, con ¢ kia vé sau. Ong ta noi
minh khong nghe thdy tiéng sting, nhung cling thira nhan la minh dang tri.
Tuy nhién diéu do cling xac nhan nhitng gi ching ta nghi.”

“Hiém mot noi la 6ng van chuwa tom duwgc tén sat nhan.”

“Hurm, cu dién thoai goi cho muc sw la giong phu nit,” thanh tra néi. “Rat
c6 thé dién thoai goi cho ba Price Ridley ciing la giong phu ni¥. Gia nhw phat
sung dy dirng no gan thoi diém c6 cudc goi — a, thi t6i biét phai tim & dau
r6i.”

“O dau?”

“QO! Tét nhat khong nén noéi ra, thwa muyc su.”

T6i danh bao moi 6ng ta mot coc rugu vang port*. T6i co it rgu vang lau
nam tuyét ngon. Muwdi mot gio trwa khong phdi 1a gio uéng rwgu vang,
nhung t6i nghi Thanh tra Slack chang né ha viéc dy. Tat nhién lam dung
rwou la chang hay ho gi, nhung ciing khong nén qua cau né vé nhitng viéc
nhu thé.
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Sau khi Thanh tra Slack lam xong c6c thi hai, 6ng ta bat dau bét cang
thang va tré nén vui vé, do la do tac dung cua loai vang dac biét.

“T6i nghi chuyén nay khong lién quan dén 6ng, thwa muc sw,” ong ta néi.
“Muc su sé giit kin ch? Pirng dé gido dan ¢ day biét nhé.”

T6i cam doan vGi 06ng ta lan nita.

“Do toan b0 s viéc xdy ra trong nha cia 6ng, to6i nghi muc sw c6 quyén
dugc biét.”

“Toi cling nghi vay,” toi noi.

“T6t. Nao thwa muc sw, ong biét gi vé ba phu nhan da dén tham dai ta
Protheroe vao buoi toi tredc ngay xdy ra an mang?”

“Ba Lestrange a,” toi ngac nhién kéu lén.

Ong thanh tra ném cho tdi cai nhin trach méc.

“Pirng kéu to nhw thé, 6ng muc sw. Ba Lestrange la ngwoi téi dang theo
d6i. Muc st c6 nhé toi da néi gi vGi ong khong — tong tién.”

“Kho c6 thé la Iy do muwru sat, bai nhu thé khac nao giét mot con ga dang
dé tritng vang? C& cho gia thuyét ctia 6ng dung di nita thi t6i cting khong
chap nhan.”

Thanh tra Slack nhdy mat nhin t6i theo cung cach rat thong thuwong.

“Cha! Ba ta la nguoi ma bac quy toc luon ding ra che chd. Nhin xem
thra ngai. Gia s trudc day ba ta da ting tong tién ong dai td. Nhiéu nam
sau, ba ta lai danh hoi ra cho 6ng ta va tim dén lap lai chiéu cii. Thé nhung,
moi viéc gio da khac xwa. Ludt 1€ cling c6 quy dinh méi, ngudi ta dé dang
khai kién viéc bi ham doa t6ng tién ma tén tudi khéng bi dwa 1én mat bao.
Gia du dai ta Protheroe da phan tng va néi sé nho phap luat can thiép. Ba ta
roi vao tinh thé hiém ngheéo, vi ban an danh cho toi tdng tién rat nang ne.
Tinh thé da ddo nguoc, vi vay viéc duy nhat ba ta cé thé lam la nhanh chéng
ra tay triv khir ong ay.”

To6i lang thinh. Phai thira nhan tinh huéng ma thanh tra dwa ra la hgp ly.
Duy chi mot diéu ma tham tam t6i khong chap nhan — la nhan céach ba
Lestrange.
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“T6i khong dong y vaGi ong, thanh tra a,” téi n6i. “Theo toi, ba Lestrange
khong phai la ké chuyén ham doa tong tién. Ba dy — a, ti nay da 16i thoi,
nhung ba ay qua la mot — ménh phuy.”

Ong ta ném cho t6i cai nhin thwong hai.

“Ai cha cha! Thwa ngai, ngai 1a nha truyén gido. Chuyén xdy ra thi ngai
chi biét ntra voi. Ménh phu phu nhan a! Nhung ngai sé bat ngd néu biét
nhitng gi toi nam dwoc.”

“T6i khong may may dé cap dén vi thé xa hdi. Du sao di nita toi cling cho
rang ba Lestrange thudc loai quy tdc sa co. Piéu t6i mudn néi la — phong
cach cao quy cua ba ay.”

“Toi khong nhin ba ta theo cach nhin cua ong, thwa muc sw. Toi cling la
dan Oong, nhung t6i con la canh sat. Cac ba ay khong thé liva phinh t6i bang
cai vé thanh lich tao nha dau. Sao cht?, ba ta la loai nguwdi cé thé dam nguoi
khac mot dao liat can ma khong chut gheé tay.”

Rat ky la la toi lai thdy c6 thé tin ba Lestrange pham t0i giét nguoi dé
dang hon tin ba ta c6 kha nang ham doa tong tién.

“Nhung 1é di nhién ba ta khong thé cung lic vira goi dién cho ba Price
Ridley vira sat hai dai ta Protheroe duwgc,” thanh tra noi tiép.

Vira thot may 16i ay ra khoi cira miéng thi 6ng ta bong vo dui danh dét.

“R0O ro6i,” Slack kéu lén. “Do6 chinh la muc dich cta cu dién thoai. Mot
loai chitng ¢t ngoai pham, vi biét thé nao ching ta cling lién két hai sy viéc
v6i nhau. To6i sé nghién citu viéc nay. C6 thé ba ta da mua chudc mot thang
nhdc nao dé goi dién thoai gium minh. N6 sé khong bao gio nghi viéc nay
c6 lién hé dén vu giét nguoi.”

Vién thanh tra hap tap ra ve.

“Ba Marple muon gap minh day,” Griselda tho dau vao goi. “Ba ay gui
mot birc thw hét sirc thiéu mach lac — chit viét ngoan ngoeo va gach duéi
toan bd. Em hau nhuw khong doc duwgce thw. RO rang ba ta khong thé ra khéi
nha mot minh. Minh hdy mau dén nha ba ay xem cé viéc gi. Em sap don cac
ba ban, chit khong thi em da dich than di r6i. Em ghét cac ba gia &y — ho lai
than phién vGi minh vé chuyén dau chan nhitc gid, cé khi con chia ca chan
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ra nai ni minh xem nita. May sao cudc tham van dién ra chiéu nay! Minh sé
khong phai du tran dau cricket ctia cau lac bo nam.”

T6i voi va 1én duong, long rat ban khoan vé 1y do cia 10i mai goi nay.

To6i trong thay ba Marple trong tinh trang boi roi. Mat ba dé ting, néi nang
roi rac khong dau vao dau.

“Chau trai cua t6i,” ba néi, “Raymond West chau cua t6i la nha van. Hom
nay no vé day thwa muc sw. T6i r6i qua. Mot minh t6i phéi lo moi viéc.
Khong thé trong cay vao ngudi hau phoi phong giwong chiéu cho ra hon, lai
con phdi chuan bi cho bita an t6i nay nita. Ngwoi quyén quy bao gio cling
dung nhiéu thit ding khéng a? Con thitc uéng nita — nhat dinh phai cé it
rgu trong nha — roi 6ng hit niva.”

“Toi co thé gitp gi...” t6i ma 10i.

“Oi, muc su t6t bung qua. Nhung y t6i khong phai vay, vi thuc s con
nhiéu thoi gian ma. N6 ty mang 6ng vo va thudc 14 vé, t6i ming qua thwa
muc sw, vi khoi mat cong tim hiéu xem can phai mua loai thudc 14 nao.
Nhung cling hoi buon vi khoi thu6c 14 sé bam vao man ctta 1au lam méi hét
mui. T4t nhién sang sang t6i sé mé ctra va giti rém can than. Raymond day
rat mudn — cac nha van déu thé ma. Sach né viét rat tuyét, t6i nghi thé, mac
du nhan vat n6 xay dung déu khé chiu kho wa. Lép tré tai ba con qua it hiéu
biét vé cudc doi, muc sw c6 nghi vay khong?”

“Ba c6 muon dua cau ay dén dung bita t6i & nha muc vu khong?” t6i héi
ma van chua hiéu ra vi sao minh lai dwgc moi dén.

“O khong, cam on muc su,” ba Marple dap. “That quy héa qua!”

“T6i nghi ba c6 viéc gi — a, can gap toi chi,” tdi danh liéu ggi y.

“Qi, tat nhién roi, nhung mai chon ron véi viéc nay toi lai quén bang di.”
Ba dot nhién dung lai va goi ¢6 hau. “Emily — Emily. Khong phai tdm trai
givong nay. Lay tdm cé chan béo véi hang chit théu 16ng vao nhau dy, ma
nh¢ dirng dwa vao gan 10 swdi nhé.”

Ba khép ctra va nhon got di vé phia toi.

“Co6 mot viéc kha ky qudc xdy ra vao t6i hom qua,” ba giai thich. “Toi
nghi muc s nén biét, mac du ngay lic nay thi cé6 vé nhw né chang cé y
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nghia gi cd. Bém qua t6i khong tai nao chgp mat — ct mai nghi vé sy viéc
dau long kia. R6i t6i trd day va nhin ra ctta s6. Muc su biét t6i trong thay gi
khong?”

T6i nhin ba do hai.

“La Gladys Cram!” ba Marple dan tirng tiéng. “Ro rang la co ta dang xach
mot chiéc vali di vao rirng.”

“Vali a?”

“La lung qua phai khong? Nwa dém ma mang vali vao rirng lam gi?”

Hai ching t6i nhin nhau tran troi.

“Muc su thady do,” ba Marple ndi, “to6i dam chac chuyén nay khong lién
quan dén vu giét nguoi, nhung du sao van hét sitc ky quac. Ma cho dén ldc
nay thi ching ta phdi ghi nhan tit ca moi chuyén ky qudc.”

“Qua la ky qudc,” t6i néi. “C6 khi nao c6 ta vao cho khai quat dé — a —
dé ngu lai khong?’

“Hoan toan khong,” ba Marple dap. “Bé&i vi chi mot Iic sau co ta da tro
ra, lan nay thi khéng xach vali.”

Chung t6i lai nhin nhau cham cham.

https://thuviensach.vn



18

Chiéu hom dy tham tra chinh thitc ctia toa an duwgc t6 chic tai Blue Boar.
Phai néi 1a ca lang déu xon xao chan dong. It nhat muoi 1dm ndm rdi & St.
Mary Mead khong hé c6 vu 4n mang nao. Va mot ngwoi nhw dai ta
Protheroe bi am sat ngay trong van phong muc su thi qua la tin giat gan
hiém c6 doi véi dan lang.

Toi khong chu y nghe 16m nhung nhitng 10i ban tan lao xao ¢ lot vao tai
t0i.

“Muc su kia. Trong mat mdi 6ng ta tai nhot dung khéng? Khong biét ong
ta c6 dinh liu gi khong nhi! Du sao thi cling xay ra trong nha muc vu ma.”

“Sao c0 lai néi vay, Mary Adams? Lic 4y muc su dang di tham Henry
Abbott ma.”

“Cha! Nhung thién ha bado 6ng ta da cy cai vGi dai ta day.

Nhin Mary Hill kia, né vénh vao ra vé ta day dugc viéc lam dy. Suyt, diéu
tra vién dén r6i kia.”

D6 1a bac si Roberts & thanh phé Much Benham ké bén. Ong ta hing
giong roi chinh lai d6i muc kinh ra chiéu long trong.

That mét mai khi phdi tém tat toan bd cac 16i chitng. Lawrence Redding
khai da phat hién t& thi va xac nhan khau sting la cia minh. Theo sy hiéu
biét chac chan cua anh ta thi hai ngay tredc do, tirc thit ba, anh ta con trong
thay n6. Khau sing dé trén ké ti trong nha anh ta, ma ctra ra vao thi thuwong
xuyen khong khoa.

Ba Protheroe cho 16i khai rang lan cudi cung ba trong thay chong la sau
gi0 kém muoi lam khi hai ngwoi chia tay trén duong lang. Ba hen sau do sé
dén don 6ng ¢ nha muc vu. Vao sau gio muoi lam, ba dén nha muc vu bang
con duong lang va qua cong sau vao vuon. Vi khong nghe tiéng nguwdi bén
trong phong lam viéc nén ba twéng trong phong khong c6 ai, nhwng cé thé
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chong ba dang ngoi trede ban viét, va trong treong hgp ay thi ba khong thé
trong thay ong. Theo ba biét, 6ng hoan toan khde manh va tinh tdo. Ba
khong hé biét c6 ké nao c6 hiém thu véi ong.

Pén phién minh, t6i trinh bay vé cudc hen v&i Protheroe va ct dién thoai
goi toi dén nha ong Abbott. T6i mo ta viéc da phat hién ti thi va goi bac si
Haydock dén ra sao.

“Muc su Clement, c6 bao nhiéu nguwdi biét r0 chiéu hom 4dy dai ta
Protheroe dén nha 6ng?”

“T6i nghi 1a rat nhiéu. Ba nha t6i va chau trai t6i biét, va sang hom ay khi
gip nhau trong lang thi dai t4 Protheroe cing da nhic dén viéc ndy. Ong ay
hoi lang tai nén ndi 6 to, t6i nghi mot s6 ngudi co thé tinh co nghe dugc.”

“Thé thi bat cit ai cling c6 thé biét viéc ay ding khong?”

To6i dong y.

Tiép theo 1a Haydock. Ong 1a mot nhan chiing quan trong. Ong mé ta ki
lvdng va bai ban tinh trang ctia tw thi va vét thuwong. Theo y kién cia ong thi
nan nhan bi bin trong lic dang viét thw. Ong wéc tinh thoi diém chét 1a vao
khodng sau gio hai muoi dén sau gio ruGi — va chac chan khong thé tré hon
sau gio ba muwoi lam. D6 la gidi han t6i da, 6ng nhan manh diéu nay mot
cach qua quyét. Khong cé van dé tu sat vi vét thwong khong phai do tw y
gay ra.

Loi chitng cta vién thanh tra rat than trong va ngin gon. Ong ké lai viéc
minh dugc goi dén va trong thdy xac chét trong tinh trang thé nao. Bitc thu
viét d& dugce tim thay vai thoi diém sau gio hai mwoi phut ghi dau thw. Roi
ca chuyén chiéc dong h6é dé ban, xem nhw xac nhan thdi diém nan nhan bi
giét la sau gio ham hai phut. Canh sat khong phat hién gi thém. Sau d6 Anne
Protheroe noéi v6i d6ng rang ba nghi thoi diém minh dén nha muc vu la sém
hon sau gio hai muoi mot chut.

Mary, c6 hau cta gia dinh t6i la nhan ching tiép theo. Co ta td ra hung
hang ngd ngwgc khi néi rang minh chang nghe thay gi ma cting khéng muén
nghe bat c diéu gi. Pau phdi quy 6ng nao dén tham muc s ciing hd cai la
bi ban kia chit! Khéng cé chuyén do. Co ta con bao viéc phdi lam. Pai ta

https://thuviensach.vn



Protheroe dén ding sau gio muoi lam. Khéng, co khong xem déng ho ma
nghe chuong nha thg diém khi vira dwa 6ng dai ta vao van phong. C6 khong
nghe bat ct? tiéng sting nao. Néu c6 tiéng sting thi cd phai nghe thdy chi. A,
tat nhién c6 biét la phai c6 sung nd vi quy ong ay da bi ban — nhung co
khong nghe. Co6 vay thoi.

Nhéan vién diéu tra khong hoi gi thém. T6i nhan ra ong ta va dai ta
Melchett da thong nhat y kién véi nhau.

Ba Lestrange dugc triéu dén lam nhan chitng, nhung cé gidy cua bac si
Haydock chitng nhan ba ta bénh nang khong tham dvy dugc.

Chi con mot nhan chitng nita, mot ba lao run lap ca lap cap, nguoi ma
theo cach noi cta Slack la ‘lam viéc nha’ cho Lawrence Redding.

Ba Archer dugc dua cho xem khau sing va thira nhan minh da nhin thay
né trong phong khach nha éng Redding. “Ong dy dé né & trén ké sach.” Ba
ta nhin thdy né lan cudi cing vao ngay xay ra an mang. Phai — khi dugc hoi
lan nita, ba hoan toan chac chan la vao gi¢ an trira ngay thit nam — mot gio
kém muwoi lam, khi ba ra vé thi khau sting van con & do.

Toi nhd lai nhitng gi vién thanh tra néi va hoi ngac nhién. Du cho ba lao
c6 mo ho dén dau khi bi 6ng ta tham van thi lic nay day ba ta lai hoan toan
qua quyeét.

Nhan vién diéu tra tom tat ndi dung vu an véi thai dé kha chac chan. Loi
phan quyét hau nhw 1ap tic dugc dwa ra: Vu muu sdt do mét hay nhiéu nguoi
gidu mdt thuc hién.

Khi roi phong, toi nhan ra mot nhom thanh nién mat may sang sua khon
lanh, nhin bé ngoai giong giong nhau, trong dé mot s6 da thuwong xuyén lang
vang tredc nha muc vu may hom nay. Toi tim dwong lanh bang cach quay
vao Blue Boar, may sao gap ngay tién si Stone, nha khao co6. T6i tim lay
ong ta chang can gilt y t@.

“La dam nha béo!” t6i n6i ngin gon. “Ong gitp t6i thoat khéi nanh vuét
bon ho dugc khong?”

“Sao, nhat dinh r6i muc sw Clement. M&i ong 1én lau véi t6i.”
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Ong ta dua t6i theo 16i cau thang chat hep 1én phong khach cta minh, c6
Cram dang ng6i 16c céc gd may chit mot cach chuyén nghiép. Co toét miéng
cuoi chao t6i va chdp thoi co dé nghi tay.

“Khung khiép qua nhi?” ¢6 néi. “Tim khong ra thu pham, y em la vay.
Nhung khong phai vi em that vong vé két qua tham tra ctia toa ma la vi no
nhat nhéo qué di, phai n6i nhw vay. Ttr dau dén cudi chang cé tinh tiét nao
gay hung thu ca.”

“Luc ndy co6 cling c6 mat a, c6 Cram?”

“Phai, em da c6 mat. Quai la sao muc sw khong nhin thdy em nhi. Muc suw
khong thdy em thiét sao? Em hoi bi ton thwong dé nha. Ban 6ng thi phdi tinh
mat chit, c6 la muc su cling phai vay.”

“Ong ciing c6 mit a?” Tdi quay sang tién si Stone nhdm thodt khéi 16i dua
bdn thiéu nghiém tic ay. Cac co gai tré nhw c6 Cram luén lam cho toi
nguong nghiu lung ting.

“Khong, toi e la minh rat it quan tdam dén nhitng viéc nhu thé. T6i la
ngwoi chi thiét tha vGi s@ thich riéng ctia minh.”

“Han phai la mot sd thich hét sire thu vi,” t6i ndi.

“C6 thé muc su cling biét d6i chut vé cong viéc nay chi?”

T6i budc phai thd nhan minh hau nhw mu tit, nhung tién si Stone khong
phai ngudi dé nan long vi 10i thi nhan dy. Két qua cit nhu 1a t6i da tuyén bo
viéc khai quat cac ngdi mo 1a thd tiéu khién duy nhét cia t6i vay. Ong ta ao
ao tuon ra hang trang nao la loai lang mo dai v&i lang mo tron, nao thoi ky
do da véi thoi ky do dong, roi thoi ky do da cd, thoi ky do da mdi, nao la
kistvaens v&i da vong cromeic. T6i chang biét lam gi ngoai viéc gat gu ra vé
hiéu biét khién tién si Stone cang duwoc thé oang oang. Ong ta véc ngudi
thap bé, dau tron hoéi soi, mat tron trinh hong hao, rang rd twoi cuwdi sau cap
kinh day c6p. T6i chwa tirng thady ngwdi nao it dwgc huwéng tng ma lai nhiét
tinh nhiéu dén thé. Ong ta sdn sang tranh ludn véi moi y kién tng ho hodc
phan bac minh — ma tién thé t6i ndi ludn la to6i chang hiéu gi sat!

Ong ta ké 16 déng dai viéc minh va dai ta Protheroe khac nhau vé quan
diém ra sao.
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“Mot con ngudi tho 16 va ngoan cd,” Stone ham hé. “Vang, vang, t6i biét
v6i ngwoi qua co thi khong nén 16i cai xau cia ho ra. Nhung ong ta c6 chét
thi sy that van la sy that. Coc cdn va ngoan c6, d6 la mo ta chinh xac vé 6ng
ta. Mé6i doc dugc vai ba cuon sach ma 6ng ta ddm cho minh cai quyén —
chong lai mot nguwdi sudt doi nghién citu vé dé tai nay sao! Tron doi téi da
cong hién cho c6ng trinh nay, muc s Clement a. Tron doi toi...”

Vi qué xuc dong nén tién si Stone liu ca lwdi. Co6 Cram kéo ong ta tré vé
thue tai bang mot cau ngan gon:

“Ong coi chirng bi tré tau d6!”

“Oi!” Nguoi dan 6ng nhé thé ditng lai gifta cau roi rit dong hd trong tii
ra xem. “Oi troi, con mudi lam phut nita thoi a? Khong thé nhw thé dwgc.”

“Moi lan no6i chuyén la 6ng chang bao gio nhé dén gio giac. Khong c6 em
coi soc thi ong lam sao ha?”

“Hoan toan chinh xac, c¢6 bé a, hoan toan chinh xac.” Ong ta than mat vo
vai 0. “C6 gai nay tuyét lam, muc si Clement a. Khong bao gig quén viéc
gi. To6i thay minh cyc ky may man khi cé c6 ay.”

“Qi, tién si Stone, nhanh 1én,” cd gai néi. “Ong néi vay 1a lam hw em d6

»

nha.

T6i khong thé khong cam thay minh can ang ho luong dw luan thit hai —
vé mot cudc hén nhan hgp phéap giita tién si Stone va c6 Cram trong twong
lai. T6i nghi ban than c6 Cram la mot c6 gai kha khon ngoan.

“Ong nén di thdi,” c6 Cram noi.

“Phai, phai, t6i phai di.”

Ong ta bién qua phong bén roi trd lai vdi vali trén tay.

“Ong di a?” t6i ngac nhién héi.

“T6i chi 1én thanh phd vai hém,” 6ng ta giai thich. “Ngay mai tham me t6i
va gidi quyét vai viéc vGi luat su cua toi vao ngay thit hai. Thit ba téi vé. Ma
nay, toi nghi cai chét cta dai td Protheroe khong lam thay d6i moi viéc
ching t6i da sap xép, y t6i la cudc khai quat ay. Ba Protheroe sé khéng cén
trd ching t0i tiép tuc cong viéc chi?”

“Toi nght la khong.”
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Khi 0ng ta néi vay, toi tw hoi ai sé 1a nguoi thue sw c6 quyén ¢ Old Hall
day. Cé thé Protheroe chi sé trao quyén ay cho Lettice. Gid nhu biét dugc
ndi dung ban di chic cua Protheroe thi hay biét may, t6i nghi.

“Cai chét cia mot nguoi thuwong gay biét bao rac ro6i cho nguwdi than cta
ho,” c6 Cram bu6n ba nhan xét. “Muc s khong thé tin dugc chuyén dé
nhiéu ldc té hai ra sao.”

“Cha, gio toi phai di day.” Tién siStone loay hoay kiém tra vali v4i tam
chan du lich va chiéc 6 cong kénh. T6i budc dén gitip nhung 6ng ta phan
doi.

“Khong dam phién — khong dam phién, toi ty xoay x& dwgc ma. Chac
chan ¢ tang dwédi phai c6 nguoi.”

Nhuwng & dwdi nha chang c6 ai ca. Toi ngd rang bon ho dang mai chay
theo hong hét véi dam nha bdo. Pa gan dén gio nén ching t6i cung nhau ra
ga, tién si Stone mang vali con toi gilt tdm chan va chiéc 6.

Trong lic ching t6i hap tdp di, tién si Stone vira thd hén hén vira nhan
X6ét:

“Muc su that t6t bung — téi khéng dinh — lam phién muc sw... Mong
sao khong — tré tau. Gladys la c6 gai tot — thuc sy tuyét voi — rat tot tinh
— nhung canh nha khong ém dm, t6i e la thé — tuyét d6i — tam hon tré tho
— tam hon tré tho — mac du chdng t6i chénh 1éch tudi tac — nhwng hop
v6i nhau lam...”

T6i nghi ba Marple ma cé mat ¢ day, cé 1€ ba ay sé c6 vai so sanh dat gia!

Ngay khi ré vao nha ga, ching t6i nhin thdy nha ctia Lawrence Redding.
Ngoi nha dirng biét 1ap, xung quanh khong c6 nha ai khac. Toi quan sat hai
thanh nién vé banh bao dang ditng ¢ nguong ctra va mot doi khac dang sam
soi nhin qua ctta s6. Qua la mot ngay ban ron cho béo giéi.

“Cau Redding la chang trai t té,” t6i nhan xét dé thir xem ban dong hanh
cua minh noi gi.

Luc ay tién si Stone dang thd doc dén noi kh6 md miéng noéi, thé nhung
ong ta van hon hén thot ra mot tir ma thoat dau t6i khong sao nghe ro.

“Nguy hiém,” 6ng ta thd doc khi to6i bdo ong ta ldp lai nhan xét ctia minh.
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“Nguy hiém a?”

“Cuc ky nguy hiém. Bon con gai ngay tho nhe da — chang biét gi — ma
roi vao tay mot ga nhu thé — Idc nao cling lwgn 10 quanh dan ba... Khong
tot.”

Ttr do toi luan ra rang c6 nang Gladys khong phdi khong dé mat tGi chang
thanh nién duy nhét trong lang nay.

“On Chua, tau kia roi!” tién si Stone kéu lén.

Luc ay ching t6i da vao dén ga va phai chay nwéc rit. Tau tir London vé
dang do trong san ga con tau di London thi vira mé&i dén.

O cira phong vé chiing t6i va phai mot thanh nién kha lich sv, va t6i nhan
ra la chau ctia ba Marple vira mdi xuong tau. T6i nghi anh ta la nguoi khong
thich bi nguoi khac va cham. Anh ta to ra kiéu hanh v6i diéu bo dinh dac va
phdt 10 xung quanh, va rd rang ¢t va cham da lam xau céi hinh dnh dinh dac
dy. Anh ta loang choang lui buwdc, con t6i voi vang xin 16i roi di tiép. Tién si
Stone lén tau; toi chuyén hanh ly 1én cho 6ng ta vira ding lic doan tau rung
minh chuyén banh.

To6i vay tay chao Stone roi quay vé. Raymond West da di r6i, nhing vién
duwgc si ¢ lang toi, nguwdi ludn tw hao vdi cai tén Cherubim, thi chuan bi di
vao lang. T6i budc song doi vai anh ta.

“Suyt nita thi tré tau,” anh ta nhan xét. “A, budi 1dy 10i khai dién ra thé
nao, muc su Clement?”

T6i duwa anh ta xem ban phan quyét.

“O, hoéa ra 1a vay! Ban phan quyét ma nhw vay sao? Tién si Stone di dau
vay muc su’?”

Toi ldp lai diéu nha khao ¢6 néi véi t6i lic nay.

“May la khong tré tau. Tuyén duong nay chang biét dau ma lan. T6i phai
néi véi muc sw, day 1a ndi 6 nhuc. O nhuc, t6i goi nhw vay. Téi dap chuyén
tau vé, bi tré mwoi phut, lai vao ngay th bdy... R6i thit tw — khong c6
chuyén, thit nam thi c6 — phai, t6i nhé do6 1a ngay xdy ra an mang vi t6i
dinh viét don kién cong ty — nhung vu an xay ra khién t6i quén bang —
phai, 1a tht nam tuadn tredc. Toi di hop & Hoi Dwgc hoc. Muc su cé biét
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chuyén tau sdu gi® nam muoi phiut khéi hanh cham bao nhiéu khong? Ntra
tiéng dong ho! Chinh x4ac la tré mia tiéng dong ho! Muc sw nghi sao vé viéc
nay? Muoi phut thi t6i khong ké. Nhung néu tau khong dén kip ltic bay gio
hai mwoi, a, thi anh khong thé vé dén nha trwedc bay gio rudi dugc! Bai vay
t6i mudn noi vi sao lai goi chuyén tau ay la chuyén sdu gio nam muwoi phat
dwoc cht?”

“Hoan toan dung,” t0i néi, roi tim cach thoat khéi cudc doc thoai cia ong
ta, cao 16i vi c6 viéc can gap Lawrence Redding ma t6i thidy dang tién dén
gan chung toi tir phia bén kia duong.
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“Rat vui dugc gap muc sw,” Lawrence néi. “Moi muc su vao nha choi.”

Chiing toi ré vao canh cong nho don so, di theo 16i mon, roi anh ta rut
chia khéa trong tdi tra vao 6 khda.

“Gio thi anh khoa ctra roi nhi,” t6i nhan xét.

“Vang,” anh ta bat cwoi kha chwa chat. “Mat bo méi lo lam chuéng, ding
khong?” Anh ta mé ctra dé t6i buwdc vao trong. “Co doi diéu trong vu nay ma
toi khong thich, muc suw biét ddy. N6i thé nao nhi — ddy... la chuyén ndi
gian. Pa c6 ai d6 biét chuyén t6i c6 khau sung. Co6 nghia la ké giét nguoi —
du la ai di nita — nhat dinh da c6 lan vao nha t6i — c6 khi con uéng rugu
V(@i tOi cling nén.”

“Khong nhat thiét,” t6i phan doi. “Ca lang St. Mary Mead nay c6 thé biét
chinh xac anh dé ban chai rang ¢ dau va anh dung loai kem danh rang nao
nita kia.”

“Nhung tai sao ho lai quan tdm chuyén ay?”

“Ta khong r6,” toi dap, “nhuwng ding la thé. Néu anh thay loai kem cao
rau thi né ciling tré thanh dé tai cho ho ban luan.”

“Ho han phai rat chiu khé méi moi dwgc tin tive.”

“Thé ma ho van tim dwgc ddy. T trede gio lang nay c6 chuyén gi ly thu
dau.”

“Cha, bay gio thi 6 r6i — tha ho ma ly tha nhé.”

T6i dong y.

“Ma ai néi cho ho biét tat ca nhitng viéc dy mégi duwgc? Chuyén kem cao
rau ay, hay dai loai thé?”

“Co thé 1a ba lao Archer.”

“Ba gia ay sao? Theo t0i biét thi ba 4y gan nhw la nguwdi dan don.”
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“D0 chi la cach nguy trang ctia nguwoi ngheo,” t6i giai thich. “Ho thuong
ty gidu minh sau vé ngu don. Anh c6 thé nhan ra ba gia dy hoan toan sang
sudt. Ma nay, gio day ba ta lai doan chac la cho dén trwa thit nam thi khau
sung van con nam & cho cua nd. Diéu gi da lam ba ta dot nhién khang dinh
chac chan nhw vay nhi?”

“T6i chang biét nita.”

“Anh co6 nght la ba ta ndi dung khong?”

“Mot 1an nita t6i khong c6 y kién gi. T6i dau cé kiém ké tai san ctia minh
moi ngay.”

T6i nhin khap mot lwot gian phong khach nho. Tat ca cac ké va ban déu
btra bon do dac linh tinh. L6i btra bai ludm thudém nghé si cia Lawrence lam
toi phat bue. Thay toi li€c nhin, anh ta 1én tiéng:

“Poi ldac cling hoi mat thi gio tim do dac, nhwng mat khac thi moi thi déu
bay san ra dé chit khong cat gidu dau ca.”

“Khong c6 vat nao giau kin cd, ding thé,” toi tan thanh, “nhung 1€ ra nén
cat khau sting di thi t6t hon.”

“Muc su c6 biét la t6i mong dgi nhan vién diéu tra néi diéu gi dai loai thé
khong! BPam &y toan la dan don. T6i chi mong bi bon ho khién trach ma
thoi.”

“Ma nay, sung c6 nap dan khong?” toi hoi.

Lawrence lac dau.

“T6i khong dén noi bat can nhw vay. Sung khong nap dan, nhung c6 mot
bang dan dé ngoai.”

“Hinh nhw sing dugc nap da sau vién, va cé mot vién duge ban ra.”

Lawrence gat dau.

“Nhung ai da ban vay? Néu khong tim ra ké sat nhan thuc sy thi téi sé bi
nghi ngd cho dén ldc chét.”

“Pirng néi thé, anh ban a.”

“Nhung t6i noi thé day.”
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Anh ta cau may lang thinh mot Itic roi chgt btrng tinh: “Dé t6i ké muc sw
nghe hom qua t6i lam duwgc chuyén gi. Ngai biét do, ba Marple c6 nam mot
sO viéc.”

“T6i nghi vé khoan dy thi ba ta khong dwgc moi ngudi yéu thich cho
lam.”

Lawrence bén thuat lai chi tiét cau chuyén cua anh ta. Nghe theo 10i
khuyén ctia ba Marple, anh ta da dén Old Hall. O do, v6i sw hd trg cta
Anne, anh da phéng van mot CO hau gai.

Anne chi noi:

“Ong Redding mudn héi em mot vai cau, Rose a.”

R6i ba ra khoi phong.

Lawrence cam thay cé phan e ngai. Rose, mot c6 gai hai mwoi lam tudi
xinh dep ¢ nhin anh cham chi v6i cai nhin trong tréo khién anh ling ting.

“La — la vé chuyén dai ta Protheroe bi giét d6 ma.”

“Vay sao, thwa ngai?”

“Co biét do, toi dang c6 gang di tim sy that.”

“Vang, thua ngai.”

“T6i nghi c6 thé — c6 thé ai d6 — a — c6 thé c6 tinh tiét nao do...”

Pén day Lawrence cam thdy minh cling chang vé vang gi, anh tham rda
ba Marple da goi y anh lam viéc nay.

“T6i muon biét o6 co thé giup toi khong?”

“Sao, thwa ngai?”

Thai do ctia Rose van diung muc m6t c6 hau hoan hdo — Ié do, san sang
giup dd, va hoan toan khong quan tam dén sy viéc.

“Quy tha ma bat, cac c6 chang khao chuyén nay trong phong ctia nguoi
hau sao?”

Pon tan cong cua Lawrence khién Rose kha boi r6i va danh roi vé tu chu.

“Trong phong ngwdi hau a, thra ngai?”

“Hodc trong phong quan gia, hodc phong tai xé, hodac bat ci¢ & dau ma c6
c6 n6i? Nhat dinh phai c6 cho nao doé.”
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Rose khé cudi, va Lawrence cam thay duoc khich 1é.

“Xem nay Rose, co 1a mot c6 gai ngoan. Toi chac co6 phai hiéu t6i dang
muoén gi. Toi khéng muoén bi treo c6. T6i khong giét 6ng cha co, nhung
nhiéu ngwoi ¢t nghi thu pham 1a t6i. Co cé thé giup t6i dugc khong?”

Toi c6 thé hinh dung dén day han Lawrence phai thwvong tam lam. Anh
nga mai dau dién trai ra sau, doi mat Ireland xanh tham day van lon. Rose
mui long va dau hang.

“Qi thwra ngai! Em xin thé — phai chi tui em cé thé gitip ich dwogc gi.
Khéng ai trong tui em nghi ngai lam viéc d6 hét. Tui em khong nghi vay
dau, thiét d6.”

“T6i biét, nhung diéu do khong giup toi thoat khéi tay canh sat.”

“Canh sat a!” Rose hat dau. “Tui em nghi 6ng thanh tra d6 chang tai gioi
gi dau. Ong ta ty phong minh vay thdi. Canh sat ma!”

“Du sao di nita thi canh sat cling rat cé quyén lwc. Nao Rose, ¢ noi sé co
hét strc giup t6i. T6i khong thé khong nghi rang c6 nhiéu viéc ching ta van
chwa nam duwgc. Chang han viéc ba phu nhan dén tham dai ta Protheroe vao
dém trwdc khi 6ng ay bi giét.”

“Ba Lestrange phai khong a?”

“Phai, ba Lestrange. T6i khong thé khong cam thay cudc viéng tham cta
ba ta cé gi d6 ky quac.”

“Da, tui em cling noi vdi nhau nhv vay thwa ngai.”

“Cac c0 noi vay u?”

“Ba ta dén day, hoi tham Ong dai ta. Va tat nhién la ho néi chuyén véi
nhau rat 1au — nhwng khong ai biét ba ta t&i lam gi. Con ba Simmons, ba ay
la quan gia thra ngai, ba dy bao ba khach kia la hang chang ra gi. Nhung sau
khi nghe Gladdie ké thi em khong biét phai nghi sao nita.”

“Vay Gladdie da noi gi?”

“O, khong c6 gi thwa ngai. Chi 1a — tui em néi chuyén v6i nhau théi ma.”

Lawrence nhin c0 ta, cam thdy c6 dang giau giém diéu gi. “T6i rat muon
biét ba ta va 6ng dai ta n6i gi vdi nhau.”
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“Da, thura ngai.”

“T6i nghi la c6 biét ma, Rose?”

“Em a? O khong thwa ngdi. Thiét sy 1a em khong biét. Lam sao ma em
biét dugc!”

“Nhin day Rose, ¢ vira néi la c6 sé giup t6i. Néu co6 khong nghe thay —
hoan toan khong nghe thiy bat cit diéu gi — thi cling khéng quan trong,
nhung... T6i sé v cung biét on c6. Du sao thi, ai cling c6 thé — cé thé tinh
c0 — chi la tinh co ma nghe lom dugc.”

“Nhung em khong nghe thidy gi hét thva ngai, thiét tinh la em khong
nghe.”

“Vay c6 ai khac nghe cht,” Lawrence tham tram néi.

“Da, thwa ngai...”

“Noi toi nghe di Rose.”

“Em khong biét Gladdie sé néi gi, em thé do.”

“Co0 ay nhat dinh muon co ké toi nghe. Ma Gladdie la ai vay?”

“Thwa ngai, chi dy la phu bép. Ngai biét khéng, chi dy chi vira mé&i ra khoi
nha chat xiu dé gap mot ngwoi ban; chi ay di ngang cita s6 — phong lam
viéc — ma ong chu véi ba khach dang ng6i trong dé. Lé di nhién 6ng ay noi
rat to, ong chu lic nao cling noi to. Va dwong nhién la chi ay hoi to mo — y
em la...”

“Hoan toan la ty nhién,” Lawrence néi. “Y t6i don gian la ngudi ta phai
nghe thoi.”

“Nhung tat nhién chi &y khong ké vGi bat cit ai — trtt em ra. Va hai dita
em déu nghi viéc nay rat ky cuc. Nhung Gladdie khong dam hé moi cho ai
hay thwa ngai, vi néu ba Pratt biét chi dy ra ngoai gap ban thi — a, ba ay sé
buwrc minh 1am. Ba Pratt la bép trirdng ma. Nhung em chac chan chi dy sé san
sang noi voi ngai do.”

“To6t. Vay t6i co6 thé vao nha bép gap chi ta dwge khong?”

Rose chét khiép khi nghe 16i dé nghi ay.
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“O khong thwa ngai, chuyén dé khong thé dugc. Gladdie hay hoang so
lam.”

Sau khi ban bac vé nhitng kho khan, cudi cung van dé da dugc giai quyét.
Mot cudc gip bi mat sé dwgc sdp xép & chd cé nhiéu bui ram. O dé,
Lawrence da gap c6 Gladdie hay lo au, ma anh mo ta hét nhw chit thé sa bay
hon la giong con nguwdi. Phai mat mudi phiat tran an thi c6 gai run nhu cay
say kia mdi 1én tiéng rang co ay khong thé — khong nén, rang co6 ay khong
nghi Rose lai ban dithg minh nhw thé, rang du sao c6 dy cling khong mudn
lam hai ai ca, va c6 ay sé bi ba Pratt la mang néu chang may ba ay nghe
dugc chuyén nay.

Lawrence hét cam doan thuyét phuc réi lai tan tinh phinh phd — cu6i
cung Gladys mé&i dong y noi.

“Xin ngai bado dam la sé khong cé ai khac biét chuyén nay, thwa ngai.”

“Tat nhién, sé khong ai biét dau.”

“Va em cting sé khong bi dwa ra toa.”

“Khong bao gio.”

“Ngai cling khong noi lai véi ba cha chir?”

“Tuyét doi khong.”

“Nhung néu chuyén nay dén tai ba Pratt thi...”

“Nhat dinh khong. Nao, noi t6i nghe di Gladys.”

“Ngai bao dam khong c6 chuyén gi xdy ra ding khong?”

“Chac chan la khéng. Mot ngay nao dé co sé vui swéng vi da cttu t6i thoat
khoi gia treo c6.”

Gladys khé rung minh.

“Qi, thue sy 1a em khong mudn vy dau thwa ngai. Thiét ra em chi nghe
duwgc c6 chut xiu — hoan toan 1a do tinh co théi...”

“T6i hiéu.”

“Nhung ma ong cht cia em, 10 rang 6ng ay gian dir [am. ‘Chirng d6 nam
ro6i ma ba con dam dén day ha’ — ong néi vay. ‘Duing xic pham t6i...” Em
khong nghe dugc ba kia néi gi — nhung mot luc sau ong chu ndi, “Toi dit
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khoét khong dong y — duit khoat 1a khong...” Em khéng nhé hét — nhung
hinh nhw hai bén déu rat cwong quyét, ba ta muén 6ng cha lam viéc gi d6 ma
ong tir choi. ‘That nhuc nha khi ba lai mo vé day,” ong chu néi. Va ‘Ba
khong dugc gap n6 — t6i cam...” Tdi day thi em vénh tai 1én nghe. C6 vé
nhw ba d6 mudén noéi gi véi ba chii nén 6ng chu lo sg thi phai. Em nghi tham,
‘Cha, ong chu thiét quai la, chang giong ai. Ma c6 thé néu 16 ra moi chuyén
thi 6ng ay cling chang hay ho gi. La lung thiét!” Em nghi. ‘Dan 6ng déu mot
giudoc nhw nhau’, sau d6 em néi véi ban trai em. Anh dy khong dong y ma
tranh cdi v&i em. Nhung anh ay thira nhan rat bat ngd vé dai ta Protheroe —
nguwoi quan ly tai san cua nha tho, 6ng dy lo viéc quyén gép va chua nhat nao
cling di nha thd doc kinh déu dan hét. Nhung doi ma, mdy ai hoc dugce chir
ngo. Em da nhiéu lan nghe me em néi vay.”

Gladdie dirng lai thé, con Lawrence khéo 1éo dwa cau chuyén trd vé khdi
diém.

“C0 c6 nghe thay gi khac nita khong?”

“Da, thiét 1a khé nhé chinh xac thwa ngai, nhung chung chung 1a vay. Ong
chu noi di néi lai, “Toi khong tin. Du Haydock c6 ndi gi di nita thi toi cling
khong tin.” Vay do.”

“Ong ta n6i vay that sao? ‘Du Haydock c6 néi gi di nita?’”

“Da phai. Ong chu néi d6 chi 1d mot &m muu.”

“Co khong nghe ba phu nhan kia noi gi sao?”

“Chi dén lac cubi, khi ba ay dirng 1én di vé va ra dén gan ctra s6 thi em
m&i nghe rd ba dy noi gi. Em mudn chét sitng luén, thiét do, em khong bao
gid quén dwogc. Ba ay bado: ‘T6i mai khoang vao gio nay, cé thé ong sé chét,’
cach néi cua ba ta that doc 4c. Ngay khi nghe vay, em lién ké lai vGi Rose.”

Lawrence 1ay lam kinh ngac, cha yéu anh ty hoi khong biét cau chuyén
cta Gladys c6 thé tin dwgc may phan, vé co ban thi cé that, nhwng anh ngo
rang chi ta da thém mam dam mudi vi c6 vu giét nguwoi kia, dac biét anh
nghi ngd tinh chinh xac cua chi tiét sau cung. Anh nghi rat c6 kha nang do la
do c6 vu giét nguoi.
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Lawrence cam on Gladys, khen nggi c6 ta va bao dam moi viéc sé khong
dén tai ba Pratt, sau do roi Old Hall, long day dam chiéu nghi nggi.

C6 mot chuyén rd rang, la cudc trao doi gitta ba Lestrange va dai ta
Protheroe hoan toan khong ém dep, va ciing la diéu ong ta lo lang khong
muon dé vg minh biét.

Toi nghi dén cau chuyén ba Marple ké vé vién quan ly nha tho v mot
ganh vg 1é con rieng. Truong hgp nay co twong tw khong? Va hon bao gio
hét t6i tw hoi Haydock dinh déng gi dén viéc nay? Ong da cttu ba Lestrange
khong phai ra 1am nhan chitng trwde toa. Ong ciing 1am moi cach dé che cha
ba ta trwdc canh sat.

Haydock sé con bao vé ba ay dén bao gio?

Gia st 6ng nghi ngo ba dy pham toi — liéu 6ng c6 co bao che khong?

Mot ngudi phu nit la lung — mot ngwdi dan ba day sitc quyén ri hét nhw
thoi nam cham. Du sao chinh t6i cling khong thich y nghi lién hé ba ta vé6i
vu an. Trong tham tam t6i tw nha, “Khong thé la ba ay!”

Vi sao?

Thé 1a con tinh trong t6i tra 10i: “Vi ba ay la mot phu nit cyc ky xinh dep
va l6i cudn. Vay chit sao!”

No6i nhw ba Marple, trong moi con ngudi ching ta déu c6 qua nhiéu diéu
tran tuc.
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20

Vé dén nha muc vy, t6i méi biét nha minh dang c6 van dé ngudi an ké 6.

Gap t6i ¢ sanh, Griselda kéo t0i vao phong khach, nwéc mat ngan nwéc
mat dai:

“Co ay sap bo di roi.”

“Ai bé di hd minh?”

“Thi Mary cht? ai. Co dy vira bdo vGi em.”

Thyc sy véi t6i tin nay chang co gi 1a bi tham ca.

“T6t thoi, ching ta sé tim nguwoi gitp viéc khac.”

Toi nghi trd 10i vay la hoan toan hgp ly. Ngwoi hau bo di thi minh tim
nguwoi mai thoi. Nhung khi hiéu cai nhin trdch moc ctia Griselda thi toi thay
lung tung.

“Minh that vo tam, Len a. Chang biét lo toan gi ca.”

Pring la t6i chang hé lo. Thuc sy toi con thdy nhe nhom vi tir nay khong
phai an banh pudding nwéng chay khét va rau cti ndu nira song nira chin nita.

“Em phai tim m6t c6 khac va hudn luyén co ta nita,” Griselda tiép tuc ca
than.

“Vay minh c6 hudn luyén Mary khéng?” t6i hoi.

“T4t nhién la c6 chit.”

“T6i nghi chac c6 ai d6 thdy c6 ta da biét 1é phép thwa 6ng thwa ba, nén ho
cd gianh giat vi twdng co ta hoan hdo. R6i minh xem, ho sé thit vong ngay
ay ma.”

“Khong phai thé,” Griselda dap. “Em chang thdy c6 ai mu6n gianh c6 ay
cd. Chi la do c0 ta ty &i vi Lettice bdo c6 ta khong lau chui ban ghé can
than.”
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Griselda thwong xuyén c6 nhitng phat biéu gay kinh ngac, nhwng lan nay
nang lai lam t6i kinh ngac dén mc t6i phai dat cau hdi. Cé Lettice tinh tinh
lang dang lai can thiép vao chuyén quan xuyén nha ctta va qué trach nguoi
hau cda ching t6i an & nhéch nhac, la diéu kho tin nhat trén doi. Hoan toan
khong giong Lettice mot chut nao.

“T6i khong hiéu chuyén nha ching ta bui bam thi lién quan gi dén Lettice
Protheroe nhi?”

“Chang lién quan gi ca,” vg toi dap. “Bai thé méi la qua dang minh a. Em
muon minh noéi chuyén v6i Mary, c6 dy dang & trong bép.”

T6i chang mudn gap Mary vé viéc nay, nhung to6i chwa kip phan doi thi
Griselda da nhanh chong day t6i qua canh cita boc vai len tuyét day com
xuong téi nha bép.

Mary dang got khoai bén bon rtra.

“E hem — chao c0,” toi lung ting.

Mary nguéc nhin roi khit miii, chang n6i chang rang.

“Ba Clement bdo c6 dinh nghi viéc,” toi tiép.

Gio thi Mary md&i ha c6 tra 16i bang quo:

“Co nhitng chuyén ma khong phai ai cting chiu deng hoai dwgc.”

“Co0 vui long noi ré hon c6 dugc khong?”

“Gi chw?”

“Xin c6 cho biét chinh xac chuyén gi da lam c6 bu6n byc?”

“Tui chi can néi vai cau thdi.” (Qua 1a c6 ta danh gia tdi thap té!) “O day
thien ha c rinh mo sau lwng tui. Chia mo vo cong chuyén cua tui. Van
phong c6 bui thi mac mé gi tdi co ta chi? Néu 6ng ba cha khéng phan nan
thi khéng ai dugc quyén néi. Tui chi lam hai long 6ng ba thoi la du, tui noi
vay do.”

Mary chwa hé lam t6i hai long chit nao. Thu that t6i luén ao wéc phong
oc duge hoan toan sach sé ngan nap moi sang. Cai 16i phui bui qua loa dy
qua la khong 6n. Tuy nhién t6i hiéu day khéng phai ltic néi chuyén ay ra.
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“R0i tui con phai ra toa nita, ding khong? Mot nguwoi dang hoang ding
dan nhw tui phdi ditng hau muwdi hai cha dan 6ng! Mudén van veo gi tui thi
van ha? Tui néi cho 6ng biét do, hoi nao tdi gio tui chwa titng & ché nao ma
c6 giét nguwoi ngay trong nha, ma tui khong mudn gap chuyén nhw vay nita.”

“Ta hy vong nhu vay. Theo quy luat thi chuyén nay rat khé cé thé xdy ra
lan nita.”

“Tui héng tin luat phap chiit ndo. Ong ta 1a nguwdi cé chic c6 quyen.
Nhiéu ngudi ngheéo bi tong vo6 tu chi vi ban mot con thé — con ong ta thi
nuoi ca bay chim trf cling cha sao. Bay gio 6ng ta con chuwa dwgce chon cat ti
té thi con gai ong da t6i day ché bai tui thé nay thé no.”

“Y c6 1a c6 Protheroe dén day sao?”

“Tui tir Blue Boar tr§ vé thi gip c6 ta. Trong phong lam viéc dé. ‘O, toi
dang tim chiéc m{i mau vang cua toi — cai mi be bé dy, hom no t6i bé quén
& day,” co ta néi. ‘A, tui khong thdy cai mil ndo ca,” tui tra 15i. ‘Hém sang
tht nam tui don phong thi khong thay n6.” ‘Nhung t6i dam chac chi khong
nhin thay no,” c6 ta néi. ‘Chi dau c6 don phong k¥, ding khong?’ Vira néi
co ta vira ldy ngoén tay quét vao bé 10 suédi réi dwa 1én dom. T6i hém qua
canh sat méi mé khoa phong, lam sao sang nay tui c6 da thoi gian don hét
do trung bay trén bé xudng ma lau chui cho dwgc! Tui néi véi co ta, mién
muc s v6éi vg ong hai long la dugc roi co a, vdy ma c6 ta cudi to roi vira di
ra vira néi, ‘A, nhung chi c6 chic ho hai long khong chi?”’

“Ta hiéu,” t6i noi.

“Vay dé! Ai ma chang c6 ty ai! Tui thé tui da lam viéc cat lyc vi 6ng ba
cha. Hé ba chi mu6n tui ndu mot mén mdai thi tui lam lién a.”

“Ta chac chan c6 1a ngudi tan tuy,” to6i nhe nhang no6i. “Nhung dang 1& co
ta phai biét chuyén gi da xdy ra & day hoac la khong dugc néi nhuw vay véi
tui. Néu & day ma khong dwoc long thi tui di lién. Khong phai vi tui thém
dém xia t6i 101 c6 Protheroe dau. O nha ¢ ta c6 ai ma wa c6, tui cho 6ng biét
vay dé. Chang bao gig biét néi ‘xin vui long’ hay ‘cam on’, do dac thi ldc
nao ciing liéng lung tung. Ban than tui chang thay co ta c6 céi gi tot dep nhw
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cau Dennis twong hét. Nhung c6 ta 1a loai ngwoi cé thé quay may cau trai tré
nhw choi dé ma.”

Mai ham h@ noéi, Mary roi mat khoi dong khoai lam vo khoai dang got
bay t tung, r6i mot manh vo ban vao mat t6i khién cau chuyén phdi tam
dirng. T6i vira 1ay khan tay cham mat vira néi:

“Co c6 nghi minh dang phat y vi nhitng chuyén khong dau hay khong
Mary? Néu c6 nghi viéc thi ba cha sé buon lam.”

“Vé chuyén nay thi tui khong c6 gi phién long ba chiu — va ca 6ng nita,
thrra muc sw.”

“A, vay thi c6 c6 nghi 1a minh hoi ng6c nghéch khéng chit?”

Mary khit khit mi.

“Tui hoi lo lang vé cudc diéu tra va moi thit khac. Con nguwdoi ta phai c6
long ty trong chit. Nhung tui khong muén lam phién ba cha.”

“Vay thi on r6i nhé.”

To6i roi nha bép thi thay Griselda va Dennis dang dgi toi ngoai sanh.

“Thé nao minh?” Griselda hoi.

“Co ay sé ¢ lai,” toi thé dai.

“Minh tai 1am, Len a.”

T6i cam thay khong dong tinh véi Griselda. T6i nghi minh chang tai ba gi
trong chuyén nay, bdi theo quan diém cua t6i thi khong ngwoi hau nao té
nhw Mary, va 1€ ra can phai thay ngwdi méi tét hon. Nhung t6i chi muon lam
vui long Griselda. Toi ké chi tiét phan dau 1oi phan nan cia Mary.

“Chang ai nhu cai nang Lettice nay,” Dennis n6i. “Co dy khong thé dé quén
mii ¢ day vao thit t dwgc, vi hom thit nam c6 ay con doi mii dén cho choi
tennis ma.”

“Ta cling nghi rat c6 thé nhw vay,” toi noi.

“Co0 ay chang bao gio nhé minh dé céi gi ¢ dau,” Dennis noi vGi vé ty hao
va triu mén day tinh y ma theo t6i 1a hoan toan khéng can thiét. “Ngay nao
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co ay cling bo quén cai nay cai no.

“Mot nét hap dan khac thwong,” t6i nhan xét.

Dennis khong hiéu ra 16i cham choc ay.

“Co ay rat quyén rdi,” thang nhoc thd dai. “Ngudi ta cau hon c6 ay nhiéu
lam, ¢6 ay bao vé&i chau nhu vay.”

“Néu nhitng ngwdi cau hon co ay la dan & lang nay thi toan la bat hgp
phap, vi ¢ day chang c6 ai doc than ca,” t6i nhan xét.

“Co tién si Stone day,” Griselda nhay mat.

“H6m no 6ng tién si c6 mai co6 ay dén xem cho khai quat,” t6i thira nhan.

“Tat nhién 6ng ta c6 moi,” Griselda tiép. “Cod ay that quyén rii Len a.
Ngay cd nha khao c6 hoi dau ma con thdy thé.”

“Goi tinh 1am,” Dennis khon khéo nai.

Thé ma Lawrence Redding lai khong mdy may rung dong trir6dc nhan sac
cta Lettice! Tuy nhién Griselda ra vé biét chuyén khi ly giai thich diéu nay:

“Lawrence cling thudc loai goi tinh ma. Loai nay luon luon thich tip phu
nit lanh lung, néi sao nhi — giéng nhw tin do phai Quaker vay. Em nghi
Anne la nguwdi duy nhat c6 thé nam gitt dwgc Lawrence. Hai ngwoi ho sé
khong bao gio chan nhau. Du sao em ciing thay anh ta kha ngu dai. Lé ra
anh ta c6 thé 1gi dung Lettice, minh thdy dé. Theo em, anh ta khong ngo®
Lettice dé y dén minh — vé mat nao d6 anh ta rat khiém tén — nhwng em
thi cdm thay c6 ta c6 tinh y that.”

“Co6 ay khong chiu noi anh ta dau,” Dennis qua quyét. “Co dy noi vdi
chau thé.”

T6i chuwa bao gio thidy Griselda im lang m6t cach thwong x6t nhw thé khi
nghe nhan xét cta thang chau.

T6i vao phong lam viéc. Trong twdng tgng cua toi, gian phong nhw van
con lang vang diéu gi d6 ma mi chét choc. T6i biét minh phai vugt 1én cam
giac nay, néu khong t6i sé khong bao gio c6 thé lam viéc & day nita. T6i than
trong buwdc tdi chd ban viét. Noi day Protheroe da ting ngoi, khuén mat
hong hao trang kién va day vé tu tin, va cling noi day 6ng ta da bi ban guc.
Ké thu cia 6ng da ditng day, ngay cho t6i dang ditng lic nay...
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Va thé 1a — khéng con Protheroe nita...

Nay day la cay but t'ng nam trong tay ong ta.

Trén san nha con 10 mo mot vét sam mau — tham trai san da duwgc mang
di giat, nhung mau da tham vao tham khong phai.

Toi rung minh.

“Ta khong thé dung can phong nay,” t6i n6i to. “Khong thé nao lam viéc &
day.”

Thé r6i mat t6i cham phai vat gi d& — mot dom xanh sang 16ng lanh. T6i
cti xudng va trong thay mot vat nho nhé nam trén san gan canh ban. T6i
nhat no lén.

T6i dang ditng nhin cham cham moén do trong tay minh thi Griselda buéc
vao.

“Em quén no6i véi minh la ba Marple mgi chiing ta hom nay an t6i xong
thi dén nha ba 4y choi. Pé chau ba ay dugc vui Len a. Ba ay sg anh ta buon
chan. Em da trd 16i ching minh sé dén.”

“Pwoc thoi, minh a.”

“Thé minh dang nhin cai gi d6?”

“Cé gi dau.”

T6i nam ban tay lai va nhin vg minh:

“Néu minh khong thé lam cau Raymond West vui 1én thi han cau ta la
nguwoi khé ma lam hai long day minh a.”

“Minh dirng c6 16 bich thé nhé,” vo toi do mat. Nang bo ra ngoai, va toi
x0e tay ra.

Trong long ban tay t6i la chiéc hoa tai bang da lazuli mau xanh da troi
nam hat trai nho xiu. Pay la mot vat trang sic khac thwong, va to6i nhé ro
minh da titng nhin thdy n6 lan cudi cung & dau.
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T6i khong thé noéi lic nao minh cling hét long ngwdng mé Raymond West.
Toi biét anh ta 1a mot tiéu thuyét gia noi tiéng dong thoi 1a nha tho tén tudi.
Tho anh ta theo phong cach hién dai, khong cé lay mot chir viét hoa nao.
Truyén anh ta thi toan nhitng nhan vat kho wa va song cudc doi t6i tam am
dam.

Vi ‘di Jane’, tinh thwong mén ctia nha van t6 ra c6 doi chut ban phat, anh
ta thwong bong gié day la nguwdi ho hang cudi cung con sot lai cia minh.
Con ba Marple thi lang nghe chau trai minh néi chuyén véi vé tang boc, va
néu thinh thodng ba nhay mat vi thdy buén cwdi thi t6i chac chan anh ta
cling chang nhan ra.

Anh chang 13p titc xan lai bén Griselda xun xoe. Ho trao do6i vé kich hién
dai, roi tir do ban tiép vé phong cach trang tri hién dai. Griselda gia vo cuoi
nhao Raymond West, nhung t6i nghi nang da thyc sy bi cuén vao cudc tro
chuyén véi anh ta.

Trong sudt cau chuyén (chan ngat) gitta té6i va ba Marple, chéc chdc t6i
lai loang thoang nghe anh ta lap di lap lai rang “ba & day chang khac nao
chon vui cudc doi.” Biéu dy cudi cung lam tGi phat cau. T6i budt miéng hoi:

“Anh nghi ching t6i song & day la thiéu thon tram bé sao?”

“T6i xem cai lang St. Mary Mead nay chang hon gi chén bun lay nuéc
dong,” Raymond West ve vay diéu thudc 14 va 1én giong hach dich. Anh ta
nhin ching t6i chg dgi sy phan ng, nhwng t6i nghi anh ta c6 phan that vong
vi chang ai t6 ra byc minh!

“Vi von thé chang hay ho chit nao dau Raymond,” ba Marple nhan manh.
“MGt giot nuwdc ao tu khi soi 1én kinh hién vi la cd mot thé gidi song dong
ddy chéau a.”

“Song nhu thé chi 1a — cho cé song ma thoi,” tiéu thuyét gia dap.
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“Cudc song ¢ dau ciing nhuv thé cd, ding khong nao?” ba Marple ndi.

“Di cling ty vi minh nhw mot sinh vat & chon bun lay nwéc dong nay sao,
di Jane?”

“Chau a, di nhé trong cuoén sach méi xuat ban cta chau, chau c6 viét mot
y twong ty nhw thé ma.”

Khong anh chang khon ngoan nao lai muén nguwoi khac trich dan tac
pham ctia minh dé chéng lai minh. Raymond West cling khong ngoai 1é.

“Piéu do thi hoan toan khac,” anh ta ngat 101i.

“Xét cho cung, cudc song ¢ bat ct noi dau cling déu giong nhau ca,” ba
Marple diém tinh n6i. “Chau biét d6, con ngwdi ta sinh ra roi 16n 1én — gap
gd nhau — bon chen tranh doat — cw6i nhau r6i sinh con dé cai...”

“Va cubi cung thi chét,” Raymond West tiép. “Nhung khong phéi bao gio
cling lia doi kém theo gidy chitng tir. C6 khi chét tir Iic dang con song.”

“Nhan thé noi vé cai chét,” Griselda xen vao, “Ong c6 biét ¢ day vira xay
ra vu an mang khong?”

Raymond West vung vay diéu thudc 14 nhw dé xua di chuyén chét choc:

“Giét nguoi la viéc thé bao, t6i chang quan tam.”

Cau nay nghe khong lot tai t6i. Nguwdi ta néi ca thé gidi nay ai cling quan
tam dén chuyén yéu duwong — ap dung cau tuc ngit dy vao cai chét thi ciling
khong ai khong quan tam dén an mang. Ngudi binh thuong nhu Griselda va
toi c6 thé chap nhan sy viéc, nhuvng mot nha van nhw Raymond West thi
khong thé nghe tin nay ma lam ra vé thd o dugc. Tuy nhién, ba Marple da vo
tinh t6 cdo thang chau minh: “Sudt bita an t6i Raymond va t6i khong ban
bac gi khac ngoai chuyén nay.”

“Chau rat quan tam dén moi tin ttc dia phwong,” Raymond voi noi roi
mim cuoi vé ban on va khoan dung véi ba Marple.

“Ong c6 y kién gi khong, ong West?” Griselda héi.

“Vé mat logic, chi duy nhat mét nguoi co thé giét Protheroe,” Raymond
West lai ve vay diéu thudc 1.

“Ai ca?” Griselda hoi.
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Chung t6i cham chua bam lay tirng 16i ctia anh ta vGi vé tang boc.

“Muc su chit ai,” Raymond chia ngén tay vé phia toi ra chiéu két t6i.

T6i kinh ngac ha hoc mom.

“Tat nhién to6i biét muc sw khong giét nguwdi,” anh ta néi. “Cudc doi
khong bao gi® nhu ta mong muén. Nhung ¢t nghi vé tan tham kich ma xem
— nguoi quan ly tai san nha tho bi muc su sat hai ngay trong nha muc vu.
Qua thich hgp va tuyét voi!”

“Nhung dong co la gi mai dugc?” toi gang hoi.

“A! DPidu nay that thi vi.” Anh ta ngbi thing 1én, dé roi diéu thudc. “La
do mac cam ty ti, toi nghi thé. T6i mudn viét truyén vé vu nay. C6 thé da
qua nhiéu tc ché. Mdc cam don nén ngay nay sang thang no, nam no dén
nidm kia. Ong ta trong thdy nguwdi dan 6ng 4y ndm giit cong qu§ nha thd —
mang no lén ban thd — trong cac budi hop mat cia tin hitu — cac cudc da
ngoai cta doi dong ca nam. Ong ta ludn luén ghét ngudi &y — nhung ludn
phai kiém ché ac cam ctia minh, vi diéu do trai véi tinh than Co Doc. Roi ac
cadm dy c¥ ngdm ngam am i, cho dén mot ngay...”

Anh ta huo tay, con Griselda quay sang toi:

“Minh c6 bao gio cam thay giong nhw thé khéng Len?”

“Khong bao gio,” toi that tha dap.

“Thé ma t6i nghe néi cach day khéng lau muc suw da ria Protheroe chét
quach di cho xong,” ba Marple binh pham.

(Cai thang quy Dennis! Nhwng 1€ tat nhién toi n6i thé la sai qua roi!)

“Qua la t6i c6 néi thé. T6i biét do 1a 10i ngu xuan, nhung sang hom ay
thyc sy toi qua mét moi vdi ong ta.”

“Vay la that vong roi,” Raymond West néi. “Vi néu trong tiém thirc muc
su 6 du dinh ra tay thi muc sw sé khong bao gio noi vé ong ta nhuw thé.”

Anh ta thé dai.

“Gia dinh cuaa t6i thé la sup d6. C6 kha nang chi la mot vu giét nguoi
thong thwong — tén san trom tra thu, dai loai thé.”
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“Chiéu nay co6 Cram vira dén tham t6i,” ba Marple néi vdi Griselda. “Toi
gdp co ay trong lang va mdi co dy dén tham vwon nha t6i.”

“C0 dy yéu vuon tuge 1am sao?” vo toi hoi.

“T6i khong nghi thé,” ba Marple khé nheo mat, “nhung c6 cé thay dé la
co hoi tuyét voi dé co6 dy tan chuyén khong?”

“Ba nghi gi vé co ay?” Griselda néi tiép. “Theo t6i thi c6 ta khong té lam
dau.”

“Co ta tw nguyén ké 1é da moi chuyén — thuc su la dd moi chuyén trén
doi,” ba Marple dap. “Vé ban than va ho hang than thich. Hinh nhuw ho hang
cd dy chang con ai, hodc & tan An Do. That dang budn. A, cudi tun ndy co
ta don dén Old Hall day.”

“Vay u?”

“Phai, hinh nhw ba Protheroe mdi c6 ta — hay c6 ta goi y ba ay cling
chang 6. Bé lam thw ky gitip ba &y — rat nhiéu thw tir phai giai quyét. Hoa
ra lai may cho co ta vi tién si Stone di vang nén c6 ta chang cé viéc gi ma
lam. Cudc khai quat vira roi qua la s6i dong.”

“Stone a?” Raymond héi. “La nha khdo c6 phai khong?”

“Pung r6i, ong ay dang tién hanh khai quat di chi trén dat nha Protheore.”

“Ong 4y cir 1dm,” Raymond néi. “Mot nhan vat xuét chiing trong linh vurc
khéo 6. Cach day khong lau t6i da an téi va tro chuyén cung 6ng ta, rat thu
vi. T6i phai tim gap 6ng ay méi dugc.”

“Rui thay ong dy da di London,” t6i n6i. “Ma hoi chiéu anh da cham tran
ong ta & nha ga day.”

“T6i cham phai muc su thi c6. Muc su di véi mot nguoi béo lun — mang
kinh ay.”

“Pung roi — la tién si Stone.”

“Nhung thwa muc su kinh mén — do6 khong phai 1a Stone.”

“Khong phai la Stone sao?”

“D6 khong phai 1a nha khao c6. Toi biét 6ng Stone rat ro. Khong phai la
Stone — hoan toan khong giong mot chtt nao.”
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Chting t6i tr6 mat nhin nhau, riéng t6i nhin cham cham ba Marple.

“Quai la,” t6i noi.

“Chiéc vali,” ba Marple tiép.

“Nhung tai sao chit?” Griselda hai.

“Chuyén nay lam t6i nhé c6é lan mot ngwoi gid dang nhan vién kiém soat
hé thong khi d6t dén lang ta,” ba Marple lam bam. “Han ta ciling da v& dugc
mot mé nho nho.”

“Mot tén ltra ddo,” Raymond West néi. “Cha, bay gio sw viéc bat dau thu
vi day!”

“Van deé la c6 lién quan gi dén vu muu sat khong?” Griselda hai.

“Khong nhat thiét, nhwng...” T6i nhin ba Marple.

“Mot viéc quai la,” ba noi. “Lai thém mot viéc quai la.”

“Vang,” toi dap roi dgm ditng 1én. “Toi thay can phai bao chuyén nay vai
ong thanh tra ngay lap tirc.”
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Khi t6i lién lac v&i Thanh tra Slack qua dién thoai, 6ng ta ra 1énh cho t6i mot
cach ngan gon va diit khoat. Khong dwgc loan tin don, dac biét khong dé 16
cho c6 Cram biét. Dong thoi sé tién hanh diéu tra vé chiéc vali & gan cho
khai quat.

Griselda va t6i tré vé nha, long day phan khich triwdc dién bién méi nay.
Co6 mat Dennis nén ching t6i khong thé trao d6i v6i nhau nhiéu hon, vi
ching t6i da hita chac nhu dinh dong cot v6i 6ng thanh tra la khong hé moi
cho bat ctt ai biét chuyén nay.

Dennis dang c6 diéu gi dé rat boi réi. Thang bé budc vao phong lam viéc
cta t6i, nhac 1én dat xuong hét vat nay dén vat khac, bon chon budc téi budc
lui day lo au.

“Co6 chuyén gi thé Dennis?” t6i hdi.

“Chéau khong muon theo nganh hang haéi nita.”

To6i thay bat ngo. Twr trudc téi nay thang bé van ludn kién quyét vé viéc
chon nganh nghe.

“Nhung chau thich nganh dé co ma.”

“Vang, nhung gid thi chau da doi y.”

“Vay chau mudn lam gi?”

“Chau muodn vao nganh tai chinh a.”

Toi cang ngac nhién hon.

“Y ch&u la sao — tai chinh a?”

“Pung thé. Chau muon 1én thanh phd.”

“Nhung Dennis oi, ta bdo ddm chéau sé khong thich cudc séng ¢ dé dau.
Ngay ca khi ta tim dugc cho chau mot nhiém s& ¢ ngan hang...”
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Dennis bdo rang y n6 khéng phdi vay. N6 khong muén vao lam & ngan
hang. T6i bén héi dich x4c la né mudn gi, va tit nhién ding nhu t6i nghi,
thang bé thuc sy khong biét.

‘Vao nganh tai chinh’, theo cu cau don gian c6 nghia la lam giau nhanh
chong. Vi tinh lac quan cua tudi tré, n6 nghi rang c ‘lén thanh phd’ thi
chac chan sé giau to. Toi c6 hét sitc nhe nhang lam cho thang bé tinh ngd
tredc y nghi ngod nghé ay.

“Diéu gi da khién chau nghi nhw vay?” t6i hoi. “Chéau da hai long véi viéc
chon nganh hang hai dén thé co ma!”

“Chau hiéu thwa bac, nhung gio chau nghi rang ngay nao dé chau sé lap
gia dinh — y chau la muon cwdi vo thi phai giau bac Len a.”

“Thuc té sé chitng minh 1y thuyét ctia chau la sai.”

“Chau biét — nhung c6 géi 1a c6 that. Y chau 1a mot cd gai da quen song
sung tuc.”

Loi 1é that mo ho, nhung t6i nghi minh hiéu thang chau dinh néi gi. Toi t
ton bao:

“Chau a, cac c6 gai khac khong nhu Lettice Protheroe dau.”

Thang bé 1ap tic sing co:

“Bac that khong cong bang véi Lettice. Bac ghét co ay, ca Griselda cling
vay. Bac ay bdo minh chan Lettice.”

Pitng vé cai nhin ctia phu nit thi Griselda hoan toan c6 ly. Lettice qua la
dang chan. Tuy nhién t6i hiéu ré6 mot chang trai c6 thé byc boi vé cach danh
gia nay.

“Gia ma thién ha biét thong cam mot chut xiu. Tai sao ngay ca bon nha
Hartley Napier ciing di réu rao khap noi vé c6 ay vao ltic nay co chit! Ma chi
vi c0 ay roi cudc choi tennis hoi sém mot chut théi. Lam sao co ay c6 thé &
lai khi c6 ay dang buon chan? Co ay bo vé la hoan toan chinh dang, chau
nghi thé.”

“Hoan toan dung,” t6i ndi, nhwng Dennis chang hé nghi ngd t6i c6 ac y.
N6 con mai bat binh sbi sung suc gium Lettice.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Co ay thuce sy khong chi nghi dén ban than dau bac a. Hom no chinh c6
ay bao chau ¢ lai choi tiép. Pwong nhién chau cling muén di, nhung c6 ay
khong dong y va noi rang nhw thé la khong phai véi nha Napier, vi thé dé c6
ay vui long chau da & lai thém muwdi lam phuit nita.”

Quan diém cua bon tré vé tinh khong ich ky qua 1a rat ky qudc..

“Bay gio' chau nghe noi Susan Hartley Napier di dén dau ciing réu rao la
Lettice Xt si qua toi té.”

“Néu ta ma la chau thi ta chang lo lang lam gi,” t6i noi.

“Moi viéc déu tot thoi, nhung ma...”

Thang bé d6t nhién ngting lai.

“Vi Lettice chdu — chéu c6 thé lam tét ca.”

“Rat it ngwoi trong ching ta c6 thé lam moi diéu cho nguwdi khac,” t6i ndi.
“Chung ta cang mong muon lam bao nhiéu thi cang bat Iyc bay nhiéu.”

“Chau chi muon chét di cho r6i,” Dennis noi.

Thuwong cho thang bé. Chuyén yéu dwong tré con qua la can bénh nguy
hiém chét ngwoi. T6i chang dam néi thém bat cit diéu gi khién Dennis thém
cau kinh n6i xung ma chi chiic né nga ngon réi vé phong minh.

Sang hom sau, khi xong 1é tam gid, t6i quay vé thi thdy Griselda dang
ngoi ¢ ban an v§i 14 thw da mé trén tay. Thw cia Anne Protheroe.

GRISELDA THAN MEN,

To6i sé rat biét on ba va muc s néu trua nay éng ba dén dung bita
tai nha t6i. Da cé viéc hét sivrc lag lung xdy ra, va téi can muc suw
Clement gitp y kién. Xin dung dé cdp chuyén nay khi dén nha nhé, vi
toi khong hé noi cho ai biét cad.

Tinh thdn,

ANNE PROTHEROE.

“Tat nhién la ching ta phai di,” Griselda bao.
T6i dong y.
“Khong biét c6 chuyén gi minh nhi?”
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Toi cling dang tu hoi thé.

“Minh biét khong Griselda,” t0i néi, “Anh cam thdy vu an nay chwa thuc
sur két thuc dau.”

“Y minh 1a cho dén khi ndo hung tht chwa sa lwéi w?”

“Khong phai. Anh khong néi vay. Theo anh con rat nhiéu uan khic va day
mo ré ma, biét bao la diéu can lam sang té thi mdi tim ra sy that.”

“La nhitng viéc that ra khong quan trong nhung lai gay can trd, dung
khong minh?”

“Phai, thé 1a minh da hoan toan hiéu ding y anh.”

“Chéau nghi moi ngwoi dang lam am 1 moi chuyén,” Dennis vira nhén mot
it mitt cam vira gép chuyén. “Ong gia Protheroe ay chét 1a dang doi. Ching
ai wa ong ta ca. O, chau biét gi® thi canh sat bat dau lo 1ling — nhung mic
ké ho, ban than chau mong la ho sé chang bao gid tim ra tha pham. Chau
ghét nhin thay Slack dwgc thang chitc, di dau cting vénh vang khoe mé rang
ta day tai gioi lam.” T6i cling da tran tuc dé tan thanh y kién vé viéc thang
chitc cua Slack. Mot con nguoi di dén dau cling lam ngwoi khac byc minh
thi khéng hy vong gi dugc moi nguwdi yéu mén!

“Béc si Haydock cfing nghi gan giéng nhu ch4u,” Dennis tiép. “Ong 4y sé&
khong bao gio t6 cao ké sat nhan, 6ng ay noéi nhu vay do.”

Y kién ctia Haydock that nguy hiém, t6i nghi. Ban than nhitng y kién ay
xem ra hop ly, nhung lai tac dong khong hay doi véi bon tré khién ching
suy nghi léch lac, mac du ban than Haydock khong hé mudén vay.

Griselda nhin qua ctta s6 va nhan ra dam phéng vién dang & trong vuon
nha.

“Em nghi ho lai chup anh ctra s6 phong lam viéc day,” vg toi vira noi vira
thd dai.

Chtng t6i da qua kho s@ vi viéc nay. Thoat tién la théi hiéu ky cia dan
lang — mot dam an khong ngoi réi ct sam soi dom ng6. Ké tiép la canh nha
bdo trang bi may anh, va dan lang lai cham cham theo doi ho. Cudi cung
chiing t6i phdi mdi mot canh sat tt Much Benham vé canh géac vong ngoai
nha muc vu.
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“Cha,” t6i noi, “sang mai dwa tang réi. Chac chan sau dé dan tinh sé bot
soi suc.”

Khi dén Old Hall, t6i nhan ra ¢ d6 ciing c6 mot s6 phong vién dang lang
vang quanh nha. Ho xap lai bat chuyén vgi da moi thac mac ma t6i chi dap
lai duy nhat mot cau, rang “T6i chang c6 gi dé n6i.” (Chung t6i thiy tot nhat
nén lam thé.)

Chung t6i dwgc nguwoi hau dwa vao phong khach. Hoa ra trong phong da
c6 ¢6 Cram — hinh nhv c6 dang rat phan khai.

“Ong ba ngac nhién 1dm ha?” Co6 vira bét tay ching tdi vira néi. “Em
khong hé nghi ra diéu nay, nhung ba Protheroe ti¢ té€ lam. T4t nhién mot dita
con gai nhr em ma s6ng mot minh & noi nhw Blue Boar v&i dam nha bao va
di moi chuyén nhu vay thi dau cé hay ho gi. Nhung em ciling dau phai la
loai khong lam dwoc viéc — vao lic nay ba dy rat can ngwoi lam thw ky ma
co Protheroe thi c6 gitp gi dau, diang khong?”

T6i budn cwoi nhan ra mo6i hiém khich cii gitta c6 Cram véi Lettice van
con dai dang, nhung hinh nhw c6 ta da tré thanh ngwdi nhiét tinh ung ho
Anne. Dong thoi téi cling mudn biét cau chuyén c6 Cram dén Old Hall, theo
co la do Anne dé xuat, thyc sy cé diang nhw vay khong! Cé thé ban dau la do
c6 ta khong thich séng mot minh & Blue Boar. Mdc dau suy nghi thoang vé
viéc nay nhung t6i van khong tin c6 Cram noi that.

Ngay lac 4y Anne Protheroe buwéc vao phong trong bo trang phuc mau
den rat nén nd. Ba cam to bao chu nhat trao cho t6i v4i cai nhin rau ri:

“T6i chwa ting c6 kinh nghiém vé nhitng viéc nhu thé nay. That kinh
khang. O budi tham tra, tdi gdp mot nha béo. T6i chi bao minh hét stic dau
bu6n va khong biét néi gi, ro6i anh ta héi t6i c6 lo lang mudn tim ké giét
chong minh khong, t6i dap ‘Cé’. K€ ti€p, anh ta héi t6i c6 nghi ngo ai
khong, t6i tra 10i ‘Khong’. Lai hoi t6i c6 nghi la tha pham la nguwoi dia
phuwong khong, t6i néi chac la nhw vay. Chi c6 vay thdéi. Vay ma muc sw xem

https://thuviensach.vn



nay!” Ngay gitta trang c6 dang mot tam anh, chup it nhat muwdi nam trudc —
c6 troi ma biét ho moi tdm anh ay & dau ra, vdi dong tit 16n:
BA QUA PHU TUYEN BO SE KHONG YEN LONG MOT KHI CHUA
TIM RA KE GIET CHONG MINH

Ba Protheroe, vo géa cua nan nhdn bi muu sdt, cho biét nhat dinh sé
tim ra thu phgm ¢ ngay lang nay. Ba c6 nghi ngo mét s6 ngudi nhung
khong doan chdc. Ba cho biét minh da kiét sitc vi sau kho, nhung van
khdng dinh quyét tdm phdi truy ltung bdng dugc ké sdt nhan.

“L0i 1€ nay dau giong cua t6i phdi khong, muc su?” Anne néi.

“To6i dam chac 1a n6 té hon,” t6i vira néi vira dua tra to bao.

“Quan mat day!” c6 Cram goép 10i. “Em thi mong dam phéng vién ady bam
lay em ma moi tin.”

Théy Griselda nhay mat nhin minh, t6i hiéu nang tin c6 Cram sé lam thé
that.

Bita an trwa da chuan bi xong, va ching t6i ngoi vao ban. Phai dén gitra
bita thi Lettice m@i vé, c6 sa vao chiéc ghé trong, mim cwdi véi Griselda va
gat dau chao t6i. T6i cham chu nhin c6 bé vi ly do riéng, tréng co con lang
dang hon moi khi. Cyc ky xinh dep — phaéi cong bang thira nhan. C6 van
chwa khoac do tang ma van trang phuc mau non chudi lam ton nwéc da trang
nuot.

Sau khi chung t6i dung ca phé xong, Anne khé khang noi:

“T6i mudn no6i chuyén riéng véi muc sw. Xin moi muc sw vao phong
khach cua t6i.”

Cudi cung thi t6i cling sap biét dugc ly do cua 10i moi hém nay. T6i ding
day va theo Anne lén lau. Dén ctra phong ba dirng lai. T6i vira m& miéng thi
ba dwa tay ngan t6i ndi. Ba nhin xudng sanh duwéi nha nghe ngoéng.

“Tot roi, ho da di ra vwon. Khéng — xin ditng vao phong. Chiing ta di
thang tGi dang kia.”

Mac cho t0i ngac nhién, ba ta dwa t6i di doc hanh lang dén mé bén kia
ngoi nha, & d6 c6 mot cau thang hep dan lén tang trén. Ba bwdc 1én, va toi di
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theo. Chuing t6i dén mot hanh lang 1at van day bui bam. Anne m& cita dwa
toi vao tang ap mai rong va toi 10 mo duwgc dung lam nha kho, & d6 chat
nhiéu reong hom, ban ghé cii hw, vai bitc tranh dan ba nguc ng va vo so do
1at vat thwong chat trong kho.

Thay t6i ngac nhién, ba ué odi mim cuoi:

“Truwdc hét toi phai giai thich, mady hom nay t6i thuwdng xuyén mat ngu.
bém qua — ding hon la khodng ba gio sang hém nay, t6i chac chan minh
da nghe thdy co6 tiéng nguodi di lai trong nha. T6i nghe ngdéng mot lic roi trd
day ra ngoai xem cé gi khong. Ra tdi dau cau thang, t6i nhan thay tiéng
dong khong phat ra tir nha dwéi ma tr trén vong xudng. To6i di doc dén cubi
hanh lang va lan nita t6i nghi minh da nghe tiéng dong. T6i lién goi véi lén,
‘Ai trén d6 vay?’, nhung khong co tiéng tra 10i, r6i sau dé toi khong nghe
thay gi nita. Vi thé t6i nghi chac than kinh minh bi chdp mach, thé 1a t6i tr&
vé phong.

“Tuy nhién sang s6m hom nay, toi lén trén nay — don gian la vi to mo.
Va toi da tim thdy cai nay!”

Ba cui xudng cam mat bite tranh dya tp vao twong va xoay no vé phia toi.

T6i ha h6c mom kinh ngac. P6 1a mot bivc chan dung bang son dau,
nhwng khuon mat da bi rach nat khong thé nhan dién dwgc. Ngoai ra, rd rang
la vét dao con m@i nguyén.

“Ky la that,” toi nai.

“Ky la qua phai khong? Muc su c6 nghi ra 10i giai thich nao khong?”

Toi lac dau.

“Qua la mot hanh vi doc ac ma t6i khong thich chut nao. Co6 vé nhu dugc
thue hién trong con gian dit cuong dién.”

“Vang, toi cting nghi ding nhw thé.”

“Chan dung cua ai vay?”

“T6i khong biét, vi tredc day toi chwa tirng trong thdy né. Khi t6i két hon
v&i Lucius va vé day song thi tat ca nhitng thi nay da nam trén gac mai roi.
To6i chang bao gio dé y dén ching.”

“La that,” toi nhan xét.
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T6i khom nguoi xuéng xem xét nhitng birc tranh khac. C6 thé tim thay rat
nhiéu thit — tranh phong canh loai xoang, tranh in dau va mot vai bitc tranh
chép long trong loai khung ré tién, ngoai ra khong c6 gi khac dang gia. Mot
chiéc rwong 16n kiéu c6, loai truéc day thuwong goi la ‘hom’ cé khac bén
ngoai hai mau ty E.P. T6i gid nap rwong, bén trong trong rong.

“Qua la chuyén hét sttc ky quac,” toi no6i. “Ma cling that — vo nghia.”

“Vang,” Anne dap. “Lam t6i kha so hai.”

Chang con gi dé xem, toi theo Anne tré xuéng phong tiép khach cuaa ba,
roi ba dong ctra lai.

“Muc su nghi toi nén lam gi bay gio? Bao canh sat u?”

T6i ngan ngu.

“Cut xét theo bé ngoai thi khé ma ndéi...”

“Rang viéc nay c6 lién quan dén vu giét nguwdi hay khong,” Anne tiép 10i.
“T6i hiéu, vi thé ma that khé. Ci¢ nhin ngoai ma xét thi cé vé nhu hai viéc dy
chang lién quan gi v6i nhau.”

“Khong,” toi n6i, “nhung day lai la thém mo6t Biéu Ky La nita.”

Hai ching t6i ngo6i lang thinh cau may. Ngay sau dé t6i hoi:

“Gio ba dinh thé nao?”

Anne ngang dau lén.

“T6i sé séng & day it nhat sau thang nita!” Ba ta n6i vé buéng binh. “Toi
ghét song & day, thuc sy toi chang muon chit nao, nhwng t6i nghi can phai
lam thé, bang khong thién ha sé bao t6i chay trén — vi mac cam tgi 16i.”

“Chac chan sé khong ai néi gi dau.”

“O khong, thé ndo ho ciing khéo nhau nhw vay, nhat 13 khi...” ba ngap
ngirng roi noi tiép, “khi sau thang sau to6i sé — két hon véi Lawrence.” Ba
nhin vao mat t6i. “Hai chting t6i khong thé chd dgi 1au hon nita.”

“T6i nghi chuyén dé thé nao ciing xdy ra.”

Dot nhién Anne nhu kiét sitc; ba dwa hai tay 6m 14y mat: “Muc sw khong
hiéu la t6i biét on 6ng thé nao dau — Muc s khong thé hiéu. Chuing t6i da
chia tay nhau — va chang da ra di. T6i cdm thdy — cdm thdy cai chét cta
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Lucius déi véi t6i khong qua kinh khting. Néu chiing t6i tinh cung nhau tron
di r6i sau d6 ong ay mdi bi giét thi gid moi viéc con khing khiép hon.
Nhung muc sw da chi cho ching t6i thay thé 1a sai trai, bdi vay toi rat biét on
muc su.”

“T6i cling rat cam on,” to6i nghiém nghi dap.

“Du sao di nita, néu khong tim ra ké sat nhan thi thién ha sé lu6n nghi
rang dé la Lawrence — 0 vang, nhat dinh ho sé nghi nhw thé.” Ba ding 1én.
“Nhat la khi chang két hon véi t6i.”

“Ba than mén, chitng c* do bac si Haydock cung cdp da hét stc ro
rang...”

“Thién ha dau c6 quan tdm dén chitng ctt a! Tham chi ho con khong biét
dén né nita. Mot 161 chitng phap y du sao cling chang gia tri gi véi ngwoi
ngoai. Thém mot 1y do khién toi phdi & lai day. Toi sé tim ra sy that, thwa
muc st Clement.” Vira néi, mat ba sang 1én. Ba tiép thém:

“Po la ly do td6i moi co gai kia dén day.”

“Co Cram a?”

“Vang a.”

“Vay la ba mai c6 ay. T6i mudn noéi, dé 1a y ctia ba sao?”

“Pung thé. O, ma that ra cd 4y ciing c6 than van doi chiit it khi gip t6i &
budi triéu tap cta toa. Khong a, chinh t6i da moi co ay dén day.”

“Nhung ba khong nghi rang c6 gai ngoc nghéch ay chang c6 lién quan gi
dén toi 4c nay ca sao?” toi kéu lén.

“Lam ra vé ngoc nghéch thi cuc ky dé thwa muc sw Clement. Mot trong
nhitng viéc dé nhat trén doi.”

“Vay ba thye sy nghi rang...?”

“Khong, t6i khong nghi thé. That tha ma néi la khong. Piéu t6i dang nghi,
la c6 gai nay c6 biét chuyén gi d6 — hoac la c6 thé biét. T6i muon tim hiéu
co ta ¢ cv ly gan.”

“Va ngay cai dém co0 ta dén day thi bitc tranh bi bam nat,” t6i tram ngam

’

nol.
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“Muc st nghi la do c6 ta v? Nhung tai sao? Cé vé diéu ay cuc ky vo 1y va
khong thé xay ra dugc.”

“Vdi toi, viéc ong nha bi giét ngay trong phong lam viéc cua t6i cting hét
sttc phi ly va khong thé xdy ra. Thé nhung n6 da xay ra do thdi!” ti chwa
chat nai.

“T6i biét.” Ba dat tay 1én vai t6i. “That khing khiép cho muc suw. Mac du
khong thwong nhac dén nhung t6i van nhan ra diéu ay.”

To6i tho tay vao tui 1y chiéc hoa tai bang da lazuli xanh biéc va dwa cho
ba.

“Co phai cua ba khong?”

“O vang!” Ba cuoi hai 1ong va xoe tay ra. “Muc s tim thay ¢ dau vay?”

Nhung toi khong ddt mon trang strc vao tay ba ma noi:

“Ba vui long cho t6i gitt n6 thém it 1au nhé?”

“Vay sao, dugc thoi a.” Trong ba vira ling tung vira c6 vé do hoi, nhung
toi khong thoa man long hiéu ky cua ba. Thay vao do, t6i quay sang héi sap
t6i ba tinh chuyén tai chinh ra sao.

“Mong ba thit 16i cho cau hoi vo phép nay, t6i thue sw khong c6 y gi dau.”

“Toi thdy khong cé gi la vo phép ca thwa muc sw. Muc s va Griselda la
hai ngudi ban than nhat cta t6i & day. To6i cling thich ba gia Marple khdi hai.
Lucius rat giau c6, muc su biét day. Ong ay dé lai tai san cho Lettice va tbi
dong déu nhau. Old Hall sé la cda t6i, nhung Lettice dugc phép chon mot s6
do noi that dé trang bi cho mot ngo6i nha nho cua co dy. Dé cong bang thi cd
ay duwgc nhan mot khoan tién dé mua nha.”

“Vay ba c6 biét ké hoach c6 ay thé nao khong?”

Anne nhan mat hai hwéc.

“Co ay khong néi vai toi. Theo t6i, c6 ay sé roi khéi noi nay cang s6m
cang tot. C6 ay khong thich t6i — chwa bao gi®, mac du t6i ludn c6 gang tiw
té€ v&i co ay, nhung du sao do cling la 16i cda t6i. T6i nghi chang c6 gai nao
lai yéu quy ba me keé tré tudi ca.”

“Nhung ba c6 quy co6 dy khong?” to6i hoi huych toet. Anne Protheroe
khong tra 10i ngay, diéu dé khién t6i tin rdng ba la mot phu nit hét sitc chan
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that.

“Ban dau thi c6,” ba dap. “Lettice 1a c6 bé rat xinh dep. Con bay gid thi
khong. To6i khong hiéu vi sao nita, c6 1€ 1a do c6 dy khong wa t6i. T6i mudn
dwgc ngwoi khac yéu quy minh, muc su biét day.”

“Ai cling thé ca,” t6i néi, va Anne Protheroe mim cudi.

To6i con mot viéc nita phai lam, la tim cach no6i riéng vai cau véi Lettice.
Ciing deé thoi, t6i bat gap c6 bé ngoéi mot minh trong phong khach 16n trong
khi Griselda va Gladys Cram dang & ngoai vieon. Toi buéc vao va khép cira
lai. “Lettice a, ta c6 chut viéc muon noi v6i con.”

Lettice tho o nhin lén:

“Gi thé muc su?”

T6i dwa chiéc hoa tai xanh da troi ra va than nhién héi: “Sao con lai danh
roi vat nay trong thu phong cua ta?”

Trong khodnh khac c6 gai ngd ngudi ra — nhung c6 tran tinh nhanh dén
noi chinh t6i cling khong ngd. Co dap: “Con khong hé danh roi vat gi trong
van phong ctia muc su ca. Khong phai ctia con ma la caa Anne.”

“Ta biét.”

“A, vay sao muc sv lai héi con? Chéc chin 1a Anne danh roi né.”

“Ttr hom xdy ra an mang dén nay ba Protheroe chi vao thu phong cua ta
c6 mot lan; ba &y mdc do tang va nhuw vay khong thé mang hoa tai mau xanh
duogc.”

“Trong truong hgp dy, con nghi ba ta da danh roi trwdc do,” Lettice ndi.
“Hoan toan hgp ly.”

“Rat hgp ly,” toi tiép. “Ma tinh cd con c6 nhd me ké con mang hoa tai
nay lan cu6i vao lic nao khéng?”

“Qi!” C6 gai ling ting nhin t6i cham chidm khong chit nghi ngd. “Cé
quan trong lam khéng muc su?”

“Co thé co,” t6i dap.
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“Con sé co6 nhd lai xem.” C6 ngo6i dé nhiu may. T6i chwa bao gio' nhin
thdy Lettice Protheroe yéu kiéu quyén rii nhu lic ay. “A diing roi!” Dot
nhién c6 noéi. “Gio thi con da nhd ra, ba &y mang né hom — hom thit nam.”

“Thit nam la ngay xdy ra vu an,” to6i cham rai néi. “Hom dy ba Protheroe
vao van phong qua nga khu vuon, nhung néu con con nhé thi theo 10i chitng
ba 4y chi ditng ngoai ctra s6 chit khong buwéc vao phong.”

“Muc su tim thay n6 ¢ dau?”

“N6 nam lan 16c duwdi gam ban viét.”

“Co thé ba ta khong khai dung su that thi sao?” Lettice binh tinh ndi.

“Con dinh néi ba dy buéc vao phong va ditng canh ban viét u?”

“A, c6 thé 1a nhv vay, ding khong muc su’?”

Co binh than nhin vao mat t6i roi diém tinh noi ti€p:

“Néu muc s muon biét thi con xin noéi con khéng tin ba ta da khai that.”

“Con ta cling biét con khong noi that nét, Lettice a.”

“Muc su néi gi vay?”

Co giat minh hoang hot.

“Y ta 1a 1an cu6i cung ta nhin thay chiéc hoa tai nay 1a vao ngdy tht sau,
khi ta dén day cung dai ta Melchett. N6 nam cd doi trén ban trang diém ctia
me ké con. Tham chi ta da cam ca doi lén xem.”

“Oi...!” C6 géi té vé nao niing, roi dot nhién vat minh xudng thanh ghé va
oa khéc mirc ng. Mai téc ngan xinh dep ctia 6 rii xuéng gan cham san. Mot
dang dap la ling — dep va thiéu kiém ché.

T6i lang thinh dé méac c6 gai nitc nd mot lic réi méi nhe nhang cat tiéng:

“V1 sao con lai lam vay, Lettice?”

“Sao a?”

CoO gai dirng phat 1én, hung han hat ngwgc mai téc ra sau. Trong co that div
doi — kinh hoang nita la khac.

“Y 6ng la sao chii?”

“biéu gi khién con lam nhw vay? Vi ghen ti? Vi ghét bo Anne?”
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“Oi — 6i! Piing vay.” Cb lai hat ngugc téc 1én va c6 vé nhu hoan toan 1y
lai binh tinh. “Phdi, muc s mudn goi do la ghen tudng ciing duwgc. Con ludn
ghét Anne, tham chi ngay tir khi ba ta m&i vé lam ba hoang ba chia trong
cai nha nay. Con da dé moén do chét tiét ay duwdi gam ban véi hy vong sé
khién cho ba ta gap rac roi. Chuyén 4y I€ ra sé thanh c6ng néu nhw muc sw
khong xen vao, khong s& mé cac thi trén ban trang diém cuia ba ay. Dau gi
thi gi, di giip dam canh sat chang phai la viéc ctia ngwoi tu hanh dau.”

Mot con bdc phat day han hoc nhung tré con, t6i khong dé bung lam chi.
Thuc sy lic nay trong c6 ding la mot dita bé con rat dang thuwong. No Iuc
bao thu Anne theo 16i tré con cua co c6 vé khé ma duwgce thwe hién mot cach
nghiém tic. To6i néi véi co bé nhw vay va thém rang toi sé tra chiéc hoa tai
lai cho Anne ma khong néi minh da tim thdy né & dau. Lettice c6 vé kha
cam dong veé diéu nay, c6 bao: “Muc su ti té€ qua.”

Co ngdp ngirng gidy lau, réi van ngoanh mat di, c6 vira than trong lwa
ting cau chir:

“Thwa muc su Clement, néu con ma la muc su, con nhat dinh — nhét dinh
phai cho Dennis sém rdi khéi noi nay. Con nghi — con nghi nhuw thé sé t6t
hon.”

“Dennis a?” t6i nhwdn may, kha bat ngo lan chait thich thu.

“Con nghi nhu thé sé t6t hon.” C6 néi thém, van véi vé ngwong nghiu:
“Con xin 16i Dennis. Con khong nghi rang cau ay — du sao con ciling rat
tiéc.”

Pén dé thi ching t6i dirng lai.
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23

Trén duwong vé nha, t6i dé nghi Griselda di vong qua cho khai quat. T6i néng
long mudén xem canh sat da vao cudc chwa va da phat hién dugc gi. Tuy
nhién Griselda con nhiéu viéc & nha phai lo, vi thé t6i di mot minh.

Toi gap canh sat Hurst dang lam nhiém vu ¢ dé. Anh ta bao:

“Chwa c6 manh moéi nao hét muc s a, nhwng tui n6 chi cat gidu ¢ day
thoi.”

Thoat tién anh ta lam t6i hoi ling ting vi phat am tr ‘cat giau’ thanh ra
‘bat git’*, nhung roi toi 1ap tirc hiéu anh ta muon noi gi.*

“Tui n6i muc sw nghe nha, cai ba ché kia con di ché nao khac khi dé rirng
theo dwong mon nay! Puwong nay dan tdi nha 6ng Protheroe, doi t6i day nita,
dang hong?”

“Ta nghi c6 1é Thanh tra Slack khong them lam mot viéc don gian la truc
ti€p tham van co dy do thoi,” toi dap.

“Ong khong muon lam 6 kia hoang sg,” Hurst néi. “Nhitng gi c6 ta viét
cho Stone ciling nhw 6ng kia viét cho co ta cé thé gitip tim ra manh méi —
nhung mot khi 6 ta biét y dinh cua tui tui thi c6 ta sé im lang giau giém nhw
dzdy do.”

Hai chit cu6i nay, Hurst lai phat am thanh ‘gi d6’, nhung ban than t6i lai
ngo co Gladys Cram chang bao gi® biét im ldang theo kiéu anh cénh sat nay
mo6 ta. Khong thé hinh dung khac hon la ltic nao c6 gai nay ciing vao 10 tai
ra 16 miéng.

“Khi m6t ngudi la tén lira dao thi ta phai biét vi sao n6 Iira ddo chi,” canh
sat Hurst 1én mat ké ca.

“Pwong nhién roi,” toi nai.

“Va phai tim cho ra cau tra 16i & cho khai quat nay né — hodac & cho khac,
coi tai lam sao thang d6 n6 quay tung nhw vay!”
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“Phai do, raison d’etre vé viéc 6ng ta ctt lang vang & day,” t6i goi v,
nhwng may chit tiéng Phap ay la qua sic vién canh sat. Vi khong hiéu, anh
ta tra diia bang giong lanh lung:

“Pung la ngwoi hong hiéu biét gi rdo troi!”

“Du sao anh van chwa tim ra chiéc vali ma,” toi noi.

“Nhat dinh tui tui sé tim ra cho coi. Chac chan luoén.”

“Ta da suy nghi vé chuyén nay va thay khéng c6 gi chac chan,” t6i noi.
“Ba Marple cho biét chi mot lat sau la c6 Cram trd ra tay khong. Trong
treong hgp do, c6 ta khdng dua thoi gian dé vao dén day ro6i trd ra.”

“Muc s dirng tin 101 may ba gia. Khi ho dang td6 mo diéu gi va hong hét
chg thi thoi gian tr6i nhanh lam. Ma du sao thi dan ba chang bao gid biét
dang gio.”

Toi thwong ty hoi vi sao thién ha chuyén gi cling thich khai quat hoa nhil
Su khai quat hiém khi hoac chang bao gio chinh xac, va thuong la cuc ky
khong phu hgp. Ban than t6i cling rat kém y thitc vé thoi gian (vi thé toi
thwong dé dong ho di nhanh), con ba Marple thi phéi néi la ngudi hét sic
tinh nhay. Pong hé nha ba chinh x4c dén tirng phtt, con ban than ba viéc gi
cling ding gio ram rap. Tuy nhién, t6i khong c6 y dinh tranh cai v4i canh sat
Hurst vé diém nay. T6i chic anh ta may man r6i tam biét.

Khi vé gan dén nha t6i chgt nghi ra mét diéu. Chi la mét gidi phap vira 16e
1én trong dau chit chang c6 gi goi y cho toi ca.

Quy vi han con nhé ngay sau hom vu muu sat xdy ra, lan dau tién khi toi
di tim kiém con dwong mon, t6i da nhin thdy nhitng bui cay bi giam rap &
cho no. DPiéu d6 chitng t6 — hodc do t6i nghi lic 4y — ching da bi
Lawrence giam lén, ké tiép toi cling birdc qua khién chiing nga rap xuong.

Nhung t6i nhé sau do6 anh ta va toi lai tim ra mo6t 16i mon khac nhé hon, la
16i Thanh tra Slack di qua. Nghi t&i do, t6i lai nhG ré6 nhu in rang 16i mon
dau tién (ma Lawrence di qua) dé nhan ra hon 16i di th hai rat nhiéu, nghia
la da c6 hon mot nguwdi tirng di qua 16i mon dy. T6i nghi cé thé ban dau diéu
d6 da gay sw chu y cho Lawrence. Gia st 16i mon nay la do tién si Stone,
néu khong thi cing do c6 Cram tao ra thi sao nhi?
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T6i nhd lai, hodc nghi rang minh da nhg, & cho dy c6 mét s6 cay gay,
canh 1& da héo khd. Néu ding nhu thé thi 16i mon nay khong thé méi dugc
hinh thanh ngay bu6i chiéu ma chung t6i di tim kiém.

To6i di dén cho ay. T6i dé dang nhan ra 16i mon va mot lan nita vach céac
lum cdy ma bwdc téi. Lan nay to6i nhan ra c6 nhiéu nhanh cay gay con tuoi.
C6 ai do6 da di qua 16i nay sau Lawrence va t6i.

Chang may chdc t6i dén cho tredc day t6i bat gap Lawrence, tuy nhién 16i
mon con dan di xa hon, va toi ti€p tuc lan theo. Bat ngd 16i di mé ra mot
khodng rirng thwa nhoé c6 dau hiéu vira cé nguoi di qua. Toi goi la khodng
ritng thwa vi dén day cac bui cay tang thidp da thwa dan nhung trén cao van
con nhitng tang cay 16n, va toan bo khoang trong nay moi bé chi rong
khodang vai thudc ma théi. O mot phia khac thi cac bui cdy van moc um tum,
va 10 rang la gan day khong cé ai m& duong di qua 16i ay, tuy nhién hinh
nhw c6 mot cho bui cdy bi x6 1éch.

T6i quy gobi, dung hai tay vet bui rdm ma tién t6i. On troi, mot vat mau
nau sang lap lanh xuat hién. T6éi ham hd tho tay vao bui, va phai khé khan
lam mdi 16i ra dwgc mot chiéc vali nhé mau nau.

Thanh cong r6i! To6i kéu 1én dac thang. Du bi canh sat Hurst lam bé mat
thi t6i van chitng to6 duwgc ly 18 cia minh la ding. Khong nghi ngo gi nita,
day chinh la chiéc vali c6 Cram mang vao. T6i thit lay yém khoéa, nhung n6
da bi khéa chat.

Vira dieng 1én, t6i nhan ra mot manh tinh thé nhé mau nau ndu nam duvéi
dat, bén may moc nhéat né 1én cho vao tii do. R6i nam chat quai chiéc vali,
t6i lan budc trd lai 16i mon.

Khi t6i dang buéc 1én buc tréo dé vurgt qua twong vao dwong lang thi mot
giong noi day phan khich vang lén sat bén t6i:

“O! Muc sv tim ra roi day a, muc st Clement! Muc su ctt that!”

Phai tham cong nhan rang vé viéc chwa nhin thdy ma da doan ra thi chang
ai sanh noi ba Marple. T6i vung vay vat tim thdy qua hang rao giita hai
chung toi.

“Pung la cai nay,” ba néi. “Du & dau t6i cling nhan ra ngay.”
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Vé khoan do6 thi ba hoi phéng dai, tdi nghi. Loai vali béng lodng ré tién
ndy thi c6 cd ngan céi giong hét nhau. O mot khoang cach xa dwdi 4nh tring,
khong ai c6 thé phan biét cai nao ra cai nao. Thé nhung t6i hiéu toan bd vu
viéc chiéc vali nay la chién cong dac biét ctia ba Marple, va thé nén ba xitng
dang dugc tha thit vi céi chi tiét cwong diéu nho nho ay.

“Vali bi khoa phai khong muc sw Clement?”

“Phai. Toi mang nop cho canh sat ngay day.”

“Muc su ¢6 nghi goi dién thoai thi t6t hon khong?”

Tat nhién khong nghi ngd gi nita, goi dién thoai la tét hon. Gio ma xach
chiéc vali di vao lang thi chi t6 khién cho thién ha chi y. Thé la t6i m@ then
clra vao vuon roi buwdc vo nha ba Marple qua ctta héng, va trong can phong
khach dong kin ctra bat kha xam pham, t6i dién thoai béo tin.

Thanh tra Slack cho biét dich than 6ng ta sé dén ngay lap tirc, va khi dén
noi 6ng ta to ra rat gat gong:

“Vay la ching ta da tim ra no6, ding khong? Muc su biét d6, 6ng khong
dwgc ty tién cat gitt nd, thwa muc sw. Néu vi bat c 1y do gi 6ng nghi minh
biét vat can tim dang dugc giau ¢ dau thi 1€ ra 6ng phdi bado cdo ngay cho
nha chic trach chi.”

“Chi la do ngau nhién,” t6i dap. “T6i chgt nghi ra.”

“Muc su néi nghe cit y nhw that. Khu ritng rong gan ba phan tw dam thé
nay ma muc su di ngay tdi ding cho va tho tay vao 16i n6 ra méi hay chi!”

Lé ra t6i da giai thich cho Thanh tra Slack hiéu minh da titng buéc lap
ludn ra sao m@i di dén chd dy, nhung 6ng ta van quen cai 16i an néi khién
ngwoi khac phat long, vi thé toi lang thinh.

“Thé nao, theo t6i cling nén xem th¥ c6 cai gi bén trong ch nhi?” Thanh
tra Slack nhin chiéc vali véi vé khoé chiu va co6 té ra tho o.

Ong ta mang theo mdt chuim chia khéa va mot sgi day thép. O khéa thudc
loai ré tién nén chi vai gidy sau da bat mé.

Toi khong biét chiing t6i da mong dgi tim kiém tht gi — mot vat gi do
cuc ky gay sting sot, téi hinh dung thé. Tuy nhién vat dau tién dap vao mat
ching t6i 1a mot chiéc khan choang len ké 6 vudng nhép nhap dau md. Vién
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thanh tra nhac né 1én. Tiép dén la chiéc 4o khoac xanh tham da bac mau, cii
dén mitc khong dung dugc nita. Roi dén chiéc mii [wdi trai ké 6.

“Toan la gié rach,” Slack noéi.

Keé tiép la mot déi giay cii, got mon vet. Va duwéi day vali la mot vat boc
trong giay bao.

“M0t cai ao so mi ngd nghinh chit gi,” Thanh tra Slack vira xé boc giay
vira chwra chat thét 1én. Nhung chi mot gidy sau ong ta da phai ditng hinh vi
kinh ngac.

Béi 1€, trong go6i la mot vai mon do6 bac nho nhé va mdt chiéc dia tron
cung loai.

Ba Marple kéu that thanh khi nhan ra ching.

“Lo dung mudi,” ba ndi. “Lo dung mudi cia nha dai ta Protheroe, 1a do co
c6 tir thoi Charles dé nhi, cac 6ng da nghe no6i dén nhitng mén nay bao gio
chuwa?”

Vién thanh tra do birng mat miii.

“Ra la ci tro nay,” ong ta liing biing. “An trom. Nhung ching ai trinh béo
mat nhitng thi nay, t6i lam sao ma biét dugc co chir!”

“Co6 thé ho con chwa biét minh mat cua,” t6i goi y. “Nhitng vat quy thé
nay, nguoi ta khong dung hang ngay dau, t6i doan thé. Co thé dai ta
Protheroe cét ching trong két sat.”

“T6i phai diéu tra vu nay,” vién thanh tra néi. “Gio t6i dén Old Hall ngay
day. Thé la da rd vi sao tién si Stone cua chuing ta lai lanh mat di xa. Nao la
vu giét nguwdi roi chuyén nay chuyén no, y ta s¢ ching ta nghe phong thanh
nhitng hoat dong ctia minh, va rat c6 kha nang nhitng mén dé nay sé bi truy
tim. Y vui chiing vao trong quan ao réi bao c6 gai mang vao ring giau. Mot
dém nao do, y dv dinh sé quay lai trong khi c6 gai c6 mat & day dé danh tan
moi nghi ngd, va mang cac thit nay di. Cha, thé ma lai hay day, ching té y ta
khong lién quan gi dén vu giét nguwdi. Mot vu hoan toan khac.”

Ong ta tir chédi cdc rugu sherry do ba Marple moi, géi ghém chiéc vali roi
len duong.
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“A, thé 1a da sang t6 mot bi mat,” t6i thé dai néi. “Slack néi diing, khdng
c6 ly do dé nghi ngo 6ng Stone lién quan dén vu muu sat. Moi viéc xem nhw
hoan toan ro rang.”

“Thwc sy c6 vé la thé,” ba Marple néi. “Nhung ta khong bao gio c6 thé
chac chan hoan toan, ding khong?”

“Hoan toan thiéu dong co,” ti lvu y. “Ong ta di c6 dwgc cai minh can va
tim duwong chuén.”

“V — ang.”

RO rang ba Marple khong hoan toan hai 1ong, va toi to mo nhin ba. Ba voi
dap tra cai nhin do hdi cua t6i v4i vé st sang ngu y xin 10i.

“Chac chan la to6i hoan toan sai r6i. Vé nhitng thi nay thi t6i dét lam.
Nhung t6i lai ngo rang — y t6i la nhitng moén do bac nay rat quy gia diang
khong muc su?”

“Mo6t mon do ¢o nay theo toi c6 gia hon mot ngan bang.”

“T6i muodn n6i — khong phai vé gia tri cta kim loai.”

“Khong, dé la diéu ngudi ta goi la gia tri cia ngwoi am hiéu.”

“Y t6i cling dinh néi thé. Muén ban nhitng vat nay phai c6 thoi gian thu
xép, hodc ngay ca khi da thoa thuan r6i thi cting khong thé hoan thanh phi
vu mua ban néu khéng giit bi mat. T6i mudn néi la — néu vu trom bi phanh
phui va gay du luan, a, thi nhitng mén nay hoan toan khong thé mang ra mua
ban duwgc.”

“T6i van chwa hiéu ba mudn noéi gi?”

“Toi biét la minh n6i khong r6 rang,” ba trd nén ling ting vé cé 10i.
“Nhung theo t6i hinh nhw nhitng vat nay khong phai méi bi danh cap. Co
thé han ta da tinh chuyén danh trdo cdc mon nay bang hang nhai, nhw thé vu
trom ma@i khong bi phat hién.”

“Qua la y nghi rat tai tinh,” t6i noi.

“Chi c6 moi mot cach dé thoéi, ding khong? Va néu ding nhu vay thi di
nhién, nhut muc sw néi, mot khi viéc danh trdo da duwoc thuwe hién trét lot thi
sé khong c6 1y do gi ma giét dai ta Protheroe — hoan toan ngugc lai la dang
khac.”
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“Chinh xac, t0i cling nghi vay.”

“Vang, nhung toi chi ban khoan théi — tat nhién 1a t6i khong biét. Pai ta
Protheroe thudng hay rao cho moi nguwdi biét nhitng dy dinh cta minh trude
khi thyc sy lam viéc d6, nhiéu lic 6ng ta khong lam, nhung 6ng ta van
noi...”

“Vay sao?”

“Ong ay bao s& nhd ngudi dinh gid moi thit d6 dac nha minh — s& mai
nguoi tr London vé. Bé lam di chiic — a khong, do 1a khi qua doi kia — dé
bao hiém cho chiing thdi. C6 ngudi khuyén 6ng dy nén lam vay. Ong ta noi
nhiéu vé tam quan trong cta viéc dinh gia nay. Tat nhién t6i khong rd 6ng ay
da thuc sy thu xép viéc nay chwa, nhung néu ong ta da...”

“T6i hiéu,” toi n6i cham rai.

“Tat nhién, khi chuyén gia xem xét cAic mén do bac thi ho sé nhan ra, lic
dy dai ta Protheroe nhd lai da cho tién si Stone xem cac thit &y — t6i khong
biét c6 phdi ngay lic ay chiing bi — néi thé nao nhi — bi phu phép khong?
Quéa khon ngoan — va thé 13, nhv 6ng ba ta néi, sap c6 chuyén gay can
day.”

“T6i hiéu y ba,” téi dap. “Theo t6i, ching ta phdi tim ra sy that.”

Lan nita t6i lai goi dién thoai, va chi trong vai phut t6i da dwgc noéi may
dén Old Hall dé néi chuyén v&i Anne Protheroe.

“Khong, khdng c6 gi nghiém trong dau. Ong thanh tra da dén chua a? A,
vay la 6ng ay dang trén duong di. Ba Protheroe a, ba c6 thé cho biét do dac
trong nha da co bao gio dugc dinh gia chwa? Ba noi sao a?”

Cau tra 10i ctia Anne ngan gon va ro rang. To6i cdm on ba réi gac may va
quay lai phia ba Marple.

“Vay la da ro. Pai ta Protheroe c6 hen mét nguoi tr London xudng day
vao thit hai — ngay mai — dé dinh gia do dac. Vi 6ng dy qua doi nén viéc
nay phai gac lai.”

“Thé thi da c6 dong co,” ba Marple nhe nhang noi.

“Phai, c6 dong co. Nhung chi cé thé thoi. Ba quén la khi sing no thi tién
si Stone cling vira gap nhitng ngwoi khac, hoac dang buwdc qua buc tréo dé
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gap ho sao?”

“Phai, diéu ay chitng té o6ng ta ngoai pham,” ba Marple tram ngam dap.
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24

Trd vé nha muc vu thi to6i gap Hawes dang cho trong phong lam viéc. Cau ta
bon chon di di lai lai, va khi t6i buwéc vao cau ta giat ndy minh nhw thé vira
trung ten.

“Xin muc su thi 16i cho em,” cdu ta vo tran. “Pau 6c em dang mu6n no
tung ra trng manh.”

“Ban hitu oi, nhat dinh cau phai di nghi dé tinh dudng, néu khong cau sé
bi suy nhwgc mat thoi.”

“Em khong thé rdi bé nhiém sé& thwva muc sw. Khong, khong bao gio em
lam thé.”

“Pau c6 roi bd nhiém s¢. Cau dang bénh ma. Ta chac chan bac si
Haydock cting dong y véi ta nhw vay.”

“Haydock — Haydock! Béac si gi 6ng ta co chit! Lang bam dot nat thi
c6!”

“T6i nghi cau bat cong vGi 6ng ay réi. Haydock luon dugc xem la nguoi
rat c6 nang luc vé chuyén mon.”

“O, rét co6 thé 6ng ta 1a bac si gi6i, em dam néi thé. Nhung em khong wa
ong ta. Tuy nhién dé khong phai chuyén em dinh thwa v6i muc sw. Em dén
dé xin muc su vui long thay em thuyét giang t6i nay. Em — thuc sy cam
thdy khong dam duwong no6i.”

“Sao, nhat dinh r6i, ta sé lam lé thay cau.”

“Khong, khong a, em van muon t6 chitc budi 1€, em hoan toan lam dugc
ma. Chi cé diéu, nghi minh ding trén buc gidng trvdc ngan dy nguwdi nhin
cham cham...”

Cau ta nham nghién mat va c6 sttc kiém nén cam xuc. R0 rang c6 diéu rac
roi 16n dang xay ra vai trg t&€ Hawes. Dwong nhw hiéu y nghi cua toi, cau ta
mé& choang mat va voi noi:
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“That ra chang cé chuyén gi nghiém trong ca. Chi la em bi nhitc dau —
nhitc muon long ca 6c thira muc sw. Muc sw ¢6 thé cho em xin mét c6c nuwéc
loc duwgc khong a?”

“Pugc chit,” t6i dap va ty minh di 1dy nwdc. O nha chiing t6i, c6 rung
chudng goi ngudi hau cling vo ich.

T6i mang nudc dén cho Hawes. Cau ta cam on toi roi tho tay vao tdi lay
ra mot vién thuéc con nhong dung trong hop gidy nho nho va uéng véi
nuwoc.

“Thudc nhitc dau dy ma,” cau ta giai thich.

Dot nhién toi tw héi khong biét Hawes c6 nghién ma tiy khong, diéu dé
c6 thé giai thich cho rat nhiéu sy ky qudc cua cau ta.

“Cau dirng uong nhiéu qua nhé,” t6i noi.

“O khong, khong dau a, bac si Haydock da din em roi. Nhung loai nay t6t
lam, uéng vao mot lic la do ngay.”

Qua la trong Hawes da 6n va binh tinh tré lai. Cau ta ding 1én.

“Vay t6i nay muc su giang nhé? Muc su that t6t bung, thwa ngai.”

“Khong c6 chi. Nhat dinh ta sé phu trach tron budi 1é. Gio' cau vé nha nghi
ngoi di. Khong, khong y kién tranh cai gi, khong n6i thém gi nita nhé.”

Hawes lai cam on t0i, roi d6i mat cau ta lwét qua t6i triede khi nhin ra ctra
sO:

“Muc st — hom nay ngai vira dén Old Hall phai khong a?”

“Phai.”

“Xin muc st thit 16i — nhuwng ngai duwge moi dén hay sao?”

T6i ngac nhién nhin Hawes khién cau ta do mat.

“Em xin 16i muc sw. Chi la em — em nghi chac la c6 phat hién thém
manh moi gi d6 nén ba Protheroe méi maoi ngai dén.”

T6i khong hé cé y lam thoa man tinh hiéu ky ctia Hawes.

“Ba dy muo6n ban bac vdi ta vé viéc to chitc 1é tang va mot vai viéc linh
tinh khac,” toi dap.

“A, ra thé. Em hiéu ro6i.”
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T6i lang thinh. Hawes bon chon cwa quay mot Idc roi noi:

“T6i hom qua 6ng Redding dén tim em. Em — em khong hiéu la do dau.”

“Ong ta khong noéi gi véi cau a?”

“Ong ta — o6ng ta chi n6i 1a mudn dén thim em, ring c& chiéu chiéu 1a
ong dy cam thay hoi c6 don. Truwdc gio 6ng ta chuwa tirng lam thé.”

“A, 1am ban véi 6ng ta cling hay ldm ddy,” t6i mim cudi.

“Ong ta muén dén thim em dé 1am gi co chit? Em khoéng thich viéc ay!”
Giong cau ta bong rit 1én. “Ong ta néi sé ghé lai thim em lan nita. Chuyén
nay la thé nao? Muc su c¢6 doan dugc 6ng ta dang nghi gi trong dau khéng?”

“Vi sao cau lai cho rang 6ng Redding c6 ly do ngdm ngam nao d6 ma
khong noi ra?”

“Em khong thich viéc ay,” Hawes buwdng binh lap lai. “Em chwa bao gio
chéng lai ong dy vé bat c diéu gi. Em ciing chwa tirng cho rang 6ng ay
pham t6i, tham chi khi 6ng ta ti* n0p minh thi em ciing bao chuyén ay khong
sao hiéu n6i. Néu em cé nghi ngo ai thi d6 la Archer — chit chang bao gio
la 6ng dy. Archer la truong hgp hoan toan khac han — mdt tén lvu manh vo
than, mot ké dé tién say xin.”

“Cau c6 nghi rang minh khat khe qua khong?” t6i noi. “Du sao thi ching
ta cling biét rat it vé con nguoi ay.”

“MO0t tén san trom vao tu ra tdi thi c6 kha nang lam bat ¢t chuyén gi.”

“Cau thye sy nghi rang anh ta ban dai ta Protheroe u?” t6i t0 mo hai.

Hawes c6 tat tham can co dé la khong thich tra 16i c6 hay khong, gan day
toi da vai lan nhan ra diéu do.

“Vay ban than ngai c6 nghi do la dap an hop ly duy nhat khong thira muc
su?”

“Theo ta biét thi khong c6 bang chitng nao dé két toi anh ta ca.”

“Thi nhitng 161 ham doa cua han d6, muc s quén roi sao?” Hawes ham
ha noi.

T6i mét dén phat 6m khi nghe chuyén Archer ham doa 6ng dai ta. Theo
nhuw t6i hiéu thi khong hé cé chitng ci¥ trire tiép nao cho thiy han ta lam diéu
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do.

“Han ta kién quyét tra thu dai td Protheroe cho bang dwgc. Han néc rugu
vao r6i ban 6ng ta.”

“D6 chi la gia thuyét ma thoi.”

“Nhung muc su ¢6 cong nhan c6 thé hoan toan nhw vay khong a?”

“Khong, ta khong nghi thé.”

“Nhung vay cling hgp ly chir?”

“Hop ly thi co.”

Hawes li€c nhin t6i.

“Vay sao muc st lai khéng nghi chuyén ay c6 thé xay ra ch?”

“Bai vi mot nguwoi nhw Archer khong thé nghi dén viéc giét ngwoi bang
sung luc. Loai vii khi 4y khong hop véi anh ta.”

Ly 1€ cta t6i duwong nhuv khién Hawes sttng sot. RO rang anh ta khong
mong cho 10i phan bac ay.

“Muc sw nghi 1y 1€ ay c6 kha thi khong?” cdu ta ngd vire hoi.

“Theo ta nghi thi diéu ay hoan toan bac bo viéc Archer pham t6i,” t6i dap.

Trwdc sy quyét doan tuyét doi caa toi, Hawes khong noi gi thém. Cau ta
cam on t6i 1an niva r6i ra vé. Toi dwa Hawes ra cita, va thay c6 bén birc thw
dé trén ban & sanh ngoai. Nhitng bitc thw nay c6 dac diém giong nhau la toan
nét chit phu nit va déu mang tiéu dé “Thu tay, khan’, chi c6 mot diém khac
biét la c6 mot bitc bi 1dm ban so v&i cac bire con lai.

Sy giong nhau dy khién t6i ngac nhién — khong phai gap doi, ma gap t6i
bon lan.

Mary tir nha bép 1én va trong thay t6i cham cham nhin nhitng 14 thuw.

“Pem t6i ti* hoi an trwa,” ¢6 ta vot miéng. “Chi c6 mot cdi la trong thung
thw.”

Toi gat dau roi gom hét mang vao phong lam viéc. Thu dau tién viét nhu
sau:

MUC SU CLEMENT KINH MEN,

https://thuviensach.vn



T6i vira hay mét tin ma to6i thdy can phdi thua cung muc su. N6 lién
quan dén cdi chét ctua dai td Protheroe ddng thuwong. Téi rdt can loi
khuyén cua muc sv la co nén bdo canh sat hay khong. Tw khi 6ng nha
toi qua doi, t6i lubn trdnh dinh liu dén chuyén thién ha. Chiéu nay muc
Si ¢ thé dén tham t6i mét vai phiit dugc khong a?

Kinh thu,

MARTHA PRICE RIDLEY.
Toi mad buc thu thit hai:
KINH MUC SU CLEMENT,

T6i rdat boi roi - rat lo ldng - khong biét phdi lam gi day. Toi vira
chitng kién mét viéc ma téi cdm thdy quan trong, tuy nhién nghi tdi
phdi dinh ddng vé&i cdnh sdt thi t6i hdi lam. T6i vo cung lung tiing va
rau ri. Muc su kinh mén, liéu t6i cé thé moi ngai ghé qua nha choc lat
dé giup toi gidi téa mbi ngo vuc va lo du theo cdch tuyét voi ma muc su
van thuwong lam bdy nay khéng a?

Xin thir 16i vi t6i dd lam phién muc su,

Nay kinh,

CAROLINE WETHERBY.
DPén thu thit ba thi t6i cdm thdy hau nhw minh da biét tredc ndi dung.

KINH GUT MUC SU CLEMENT,

T6i vtra nghe dugc mét viéc cu'c ky quan trong ma theo toi muc suv phdi
la nguoi dau tién dugc biét. Toi moi muc su chiéu nay liic nao roi thi
dén gdp toi. Toi sé & nha cho muc su.

Thw cta ‘chién binh’ nay ky ttn AMANDA HARTNELL. T6i m¢& 14 thi
tw. May man cho t6i la lau nay rat it bi thw ndc danh lam phién. Véi toi, thu
ndc danh la thit vii khi hiém déc va heén ha nhéat. L4 thw nay ciing khong
ngoai 1é. Thu lam ra vé dugc viét bdi mot nguwoi that hoc, nhung c6 mot vai
diém khién t6i khong tin vao sy gia vo nay.

https://thuviensach.vn



MUC sv THAN,

Tui nghi 6ng phdi biét chién gi dang sdy ra. Tui mdi bat gdp do oéng
lén it chui ra khéi nha 6ng Redding. Ong hiu tui néi gi khéng. Ho
dang cdp bo di nhau, 6ng can phdi biét dé nha.

MOT NGUOT BAN.

Toi khé kéu 1én kinh tém roi vo to gidy ném vao 10 sudi, cling vira ldc
Griselda buwgc vao phong.

“Minh vira ném cai gi ma cé vé nghiém trong thé?” Nang hai.

“Rac dy ma,” vira dap toi vira rut bao diém ra khéi tti va khom minh bat
mot que. Nhuwng Griselda con nhanh tay hon t6i, nang cui xuéng chop lay to
gidy bi vo nhau va vudt phang phiu trudce khi t6i kip ngan lai.

Poc xong thu, nang cling kéu Ién kinh tdm r6i vitt trd lai cho toi va quay
mat di. T6i bat diém ro6i nhin bitc thw boc chay.

Griselda di vé phia ctra hong va ditng nhin ra san.

“Len a,” nang noi ma khong quay lai.

“Gi thé minh?”

“Em muon no6i véi minh mot viéc. Minh dirng ngan em nhé, xin minh day.
Khi — khi Lawrence mégi dén day, em bdo v6i minh la trudc day em chi
quen anh ta so so théi. That ra khong phai vdy. Em — em biét anh ta kha rd.
Trudc khi gdp minh, em da — yéu anh ta, va em nghi cling nhiéu ngudi yéu
Lawrence nht em vay. C6 mot thdi — a — em rat si mé anh ta. Y em khong
phai la viét cho anh ta nhitng 14 thw ndo tinh hay lam chuyén dai kho ngoc
nghéch nhu trong truyén dau. Nhung da c6 Itc em si mé anh ta.”

“Sao minh khéng ndi anh biét chuyén nay?”

“O! Vi sao a? Em ciing ching biét nita, ngoai trit mot viéc 1a — a, 1a vi
nhiéu khi minh ng6c lam! Chi la vi minh 16n tu6i hon em nhiéu, minh nghi
em sé — a, em sé co thé thich nguwoi khac. Em sg biét dau minh sé buc boi
vé viéc em va Lawrence da tirng la ban bé véi nhau.”

“Minh qua la khéo khon ngoan che day,” t6i néi khi nhé lai nhitng gi nang
da néi véi toi hoi tuan truwdc cling trong can phong nay, ca cai vé chan that
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hét sttc ty nhién cua nang lic ay.

“Vang, em ludn biét giau giém moi viéc minh a. Ma em thich thé day.”
Giong nang day thich thd nhw diva tré con. Nhwng nhitng gi em néi day la
hoan toan dung sy that. Em khong biét chuyén ctia Anne, va em ciing tu hoi
vi sao Lawrence lai thd o dén thé, anh ta chang chi y gi dén em ca. Em
khong chap nhan diéu dé.”

Mot phut lang thinh.

“Minh c6 hiéu khéng, Len?” Griselda ban khoan hoi.

“C0, anh hiéu ma,” toi dap.

Nhung c6 thye sy 1a téi hiéu khong nhi?
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That khé ma giti bé vét han do 1a thw ndc danh kia dé lai. Qua la tro béi ban!

Tuy vay, t6i van gom ba la thw con lai, xem dong ho r6i 1én dwong, ty nhu
khong 1o cai diéu ca ba quy ba cung luc ‘biét duwgc’ kia l1a diéu gi. T6i nghi
1a cling mot sy viéc. O ddy, toi phai thita nhan 1a vé tdm ly minh da c6 sy
nham lan.

Khoéng chu dinh, nhung buwdc chan t6i ¢ bi 16i vé hwdng don canh sat.
T6i néng long mudn biét Thanh tra Slack da tir Old Hall vé chwa. Bén noi,
toi thdy ong ta da vé, va ca c6 Cram ciling tr& vé véi ong ta. Cé Gladys xinh
dep ngoi & don canh sat dang té vé kiéu cang ngao man va tuyét doi bac bo
viéc minh mang vali vao rung.

“Chi vi mot ba gia ngoi 1é do6i mach chang biét lam gi ngoai viéc suét dém
nhong c6 nhin ra ctra s6 ma 6ng do riét vu nay cho t6i sao? Nhé lai coi, ba ta
da mot 1an noéi tam bay la nhin thay t6i ditng & cudi duwong lang vao budi
chiéu xdy ra 4n mang; ban ngay ban mat ma con trong ga hoa cuoc thi dudi
anh trang lam sao nhan ra t6i chi¥! Cai 16i cw xtt cia quy ba & lang nay thiét
hét sitc t6i té, hé muén noéi gi la néi a. Con t6i thi hom doé t6i dang ngu ngon
lanh trén givong. Cac 6ng phai biét xau ho chit, cd dam may ong do!”

“Gia s ba cha nha tro Blue Boar xac nhan chiéc vali ay la cta c6 thi sao,
co Cram?”

“Néu ba ta ma noéi vay thi ba ta sai bét. Trén vali dau c6 ghi tén! Ma hau
nhw ai cling c6 loai vali d6. Con vdi tién si Stone, biét bao cong trinh mang
tén 6ng dy, vay ma may ong dam két tdi nguoi ta nhu thang an cap vat!”

“Vay co tir choi giai thich chuyén nay véi ching t6i sao c6 Cram?”

“Héng c6 tir voi chéi gi hét. Ong sai roi, c6 vay thdi. Ong va céi ba
Marple chuyén chd mo vao chuyén thien ha do. Toi sé khong noi them mot
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10i nao — néu khong c6 mat luat su cta toi. Néu ong khong dinh bat t6i thi
bay gio toi vé day.”

Thay cho cau tra 10i, vién thanh tra ditng ddy m& ctra, va c6 Cram ngang
cao dau budc ra.

“Co ta cit khang khang nhu thé,” Slack vira trd lai cho ngoi vira néi. “Phua
nhan hoan toan. Ma di nhién ba gia dy cling c6é thé nhin lam. Khéng quan
toa nao tin anh nhan dién dvgc mot nguoi tr khoang cach xa dudi anh trang.
Va di nhién nhu t6i da noi, c6 thé ba 4y da nham lan.”

“Co thé thoi, nhung t6i khong nghi ba &y nham,” t6i néi. “Thuwdng thi ba
Marple ludn ding, chinh vi vy ma nhiéu ngudi khong wa ba dy.”

Vién thanh tra toét miéng cuwoi.

“Hurst cling noi vay do. Chua oi, cai lang nay!”

“Veé do bac thi sao roi, thanh tra?”

“Moi viéc c6 vé hoan toan dau vao day. Di nhién mot trong hai b phai la
hang nhai. O Much Benham c6 mot chuyén gia cao cdp vé do bac cd, toi da
goi cho ong ta va cho xe di dén 6ng ta r6i. Chiing ta sé sGm biét tén trom da
danh trdo cdc mon dy chwa hay chi méi dy dinh, ma du dang nao thi ciing
khong lam khac di cai viec — y toi la viéc chung ta dang quan tam. So vGi
an mang thi vu trom chi la chuyén nhd, va hai nguwoi ay khong lién quan gi
dén viéc giét ngwoi. Thong qua co gai, ta c6 thé nam thong tin vé han ta —
toi dé yén cho c0 ta di 1a vi vay do.”

“To6i ngo 1am,” t6i noi.

“Khé than ong Redding. It thdy ngudi ndo lai vo cd nhan tdi nhv dng ta.”

“Toi lai khong nghi vay,” tdi cuoi nhe.

“Phu nit gay ra lam phién phitc,” 6ng thanh tra 1én mat day doi.

Ong ta thé dai va néi tiép trwdc sy ngac nhién cta toéi: “Di nhién, 1a
Archer.”

“0, 6ng cho 1a anh ta u?”

“Sao chit, dwong nhién roi, ngay tir dau t6i da nghi thé. Chang can thu nac
danh thi anh ta méi lot vao tam ngam cta t6i dau.”
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“Thu ndc danh a,” toi hoi ngay. “Vay ong c6 nhan duwgc thw ndc danh nao
khong?”

“Chuyén do thi c6 gi la dau muc sw. M6i ngay chiing t6i nhan it ra cling
ca chuc 14 dy chit. O vang, nguoi ta da t6 gidc Archer véi ching t6i. C¥ nhw
canh sat khong ty tim ra vay! Archer la nghi can dau tién, nhung rac réi la &
cho han ta c6 chitng ct ngoai pham. Khong phai la do khong c6 lién quan
ma phién noi chitng cit dy c6 thé gitp han thoat t6i.”

“Y 6ng rot cudc hidn ta khong lién quan, nghia 1a sao?” toi héi.

“Cha, hinh nhw ca chiéu hom ay han ng6i vaGi hai thang ban. Nhu t6i vira
néi, chuyén d6 khong nghia 1y gi mdy, vi hang nguwdi nhw Archer va 1ii ban
han cé thé thé thot bat cit chuyén gi. Bon ay thi dén mét 101 cling khong tin
dwgc, ching t6i biét rdo ma. Nhung cong ching thi khéng hiéu diéu do, va
dang tiéc la toa lai tin vao cong ching. Ho chang biét gi ca, cit hé c6 nguoi
ding & ghé nhan chitng néi gi 1a ho tin ngay lap tic, cho du dé la ai. Va lé di
nhién thang Archer sé thé song thé chét la han ta khng pham t6i.”

“Anh ta khong dugc s6t sang nhuw 6ng Redding nhi?” t6i mim cuoi.

“Khong phéi 6ng dy dau,” vién thanh tra néi chac nhw dinh déng cat.

“Ai cling mudn song, toi hiéu chi,” toi tram ngam.

“Néu muc su biét c6 nhitng tén sat nhan thoat t6i nho biét cach lam boi
thdm doan mui long thi 6ng sé ngac nhién do,” thanh tra rau 11 néi.

“Nhung ong thue sy tin rang Archer la thu pham sao?” t6i hoi.

Ngay tir dau t6i gio toi 1y lam la la dwong nhw Slack chwa hé c6 y kién
rieng vé vu muu sat nay. Ong ta chi quan tam dén viéc tim cach két toi dé
hay kho ma thoi.

“T6i muon chac chan hon mot chut nita,” Slack tht nhan. “Mot dau van
tay hoac dau chan cta han, hodc gia c6 ai nhin thay han & gan hién truong
vao thoi diém xdy ra an mang. Vi khong thé danh liéu tong giam han ma
khong c6 bang chitng. Han bi bat gap mot déi lan lang vang quanh nha ong
Redding, nhung han khai la dén gap me minh. Ba ta la nguoi ti té. Khong,
néi chung téi ngd ba phu nhan kia. Gia nhw t6i c6 ching c& xac thyc vé vu
tong tién — nhuwng trong vu nay ta khong tim ra bat ct bang chitng xac thuc
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nao! Toan la ly thuyét véi gia dinh thoi. That dang buon la chang c6 ba co
gia nao song doc theo con dwong tredc nha muc vy, chi néu cé thi toéi dam
ca hé xay ra chuyén gi thi ba ta da nhin thady ngay, muc s Clement a.”

Loi cua Thanh tra Slack khién t6i nh¢ dén cac 101 maoi, va t6i cdo tir 6ng
ta. Pay la dip hiém hoi t6i gap thanh tra lic 6ng ta dang vui vé.

Ngudi dau tién toi dén tham la ba Hartnell. Chac ba ta da ding cho t6i
bén ctra s6, vi toi chwa kip nhan chuéng thi ba da mé ctra chinh va siét chat
tay t6i roi dwa toi budc qua thém nha.

“Quy héa qua! Moi muc suv vao day cho kin dao hon.”

Chung t6i budc vao mot can phong nhé xiu nhw cai long ga. Ba Hartnell
dong ctra va ra vé tuyét mat, ba vay tay ra hiéu maoi t6i ng6i xuéng mot chiéc
ghé (trong phong chi c6 ba chiéc). T6i nhan thay ba dang hirng thua.

“T6i chang bao gi¢ thich néi vong vo,” giong ba vui vé, sau dé giam bdt
cho phu hgp tinh huéng. “Trong cai lang nay, moi chuyén lan truyén nhuw thé
nao thi chac muc sw da biét.”

“That dang tiéc la toi c6 biét.”

“T6i dong y v6i muc sw. Khong ai ghét chuyén ngoi 1é doi mach bang toi
dau. Nhung ma cé chuyén, nén téi nghi phai cé nhiém vu bao cho thanh tra
canh sat biét. Bu6i chiéu xdy ra 4n mang, t6i ghé qua nha ba Lestrange
nhung ba ta di vang. T6i chang mong ngwoi ta cAm on minh vé viéc ay, don
gian la t6i lam nhiém vu. N6i chung doi nay sao lam ké v6 on. Tai sao hom
qua cai ba Baker vo liém si ay...”

“Vang, vang,” t6i n6i mong ngan chan trang da kich quen thudc ay.
“Vang, that té, té qua di. Nhung ba dang ndi...”

“Bon tang 16p dwéi chang biét ai la ban t6t,” ba Hartnell n6i. “Bao gio
dén tham ai t6i cling an ndi ding muc. Khong phai vi téi can ngudi ta cam
on.”

“Ba da bao 6ng thanh tra vé viéc dén nha ba Lestrange,” tdi nhac.

“Pung thé — ma ong ta c6 cam on téi dau a. Bao la khi nao can thi sé hoi
thém — khong nguyén van cau chit, nhuwng tinh than 1a thé. Bay gio canh sat
cling co6 loai nay loai no nhi.”
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“Chéc chan la thé,” t6i néi. “Nhung ba dinh néi diéu gi?”

“Lan nay toi quyét dinh khong bén méang dén gan bat ¢t loai thanh tra t6i
té nao nita. N6i cho cung thi chi c6 thay tu md&i dang mat quy ong — it ra co
mot vai nguwdi nhw thé,” ba ndi thém.

T6i hiéu sy danh gia c6 y bao ham ca t6i trong dé, vi thé td6i ma 10i:

“Gia ma t6i c6 thé gitp dugc gi cho ba.”

“Pay la van dé bon phan,” ba Hartnell néi r6i chép miéng ro to. “Toi
khong muon noi nhitng chuyén nhu thé nay, ma cling chang ai mudén. Nhung
bon phan van la bén phan.”

T6i cho dgi.

“Nguoi ta bdo t6i rang ba Lestrange tuyén bd hom ay ba ta & nha suét
ngay,” ba Hartnell hoi do mat néi tiép, “rang s& di ba ta khéng tra 16i la vi
— a, la vi ba ta khéng muon ma thoi. Lam ra vé ta day quy phai lam ay! To6i
chi vi bon phan ma dén, vay ma ba ta lai doi xtr véi t6i nhw thé do!”

“Ba dy dang bi bénh,” t6i 6n ton noi.

“Bénh a? Lao toét. Muc st qua thanh cao r6i, thiva muc sw Clement. Ba ta
chang 6m dau gi sat. Bénh qua nén méi khong dén duw budi cho 16i khai chit
gi! Lai con c6 ca gidy chitng nhan cda bac si nita! Ai chang biét ba ta x6 miii
ong Haydock co chit. A, t6i néi dén dau roi nhi?”

T6i hoan toan chang biét. V6i ba Hartnell, kh6 ma biét dau la 10i twong
thuat va dau la 1oi phi bang lang ma.

“Q, dén doan t6i ghé nha ba ta chitu hom ay. N6i ba ta c6 mit & nha 1a
doi tra. Ba ta di vang, t6i biét chac.”

“Lam thé nao ba biét dugc?”

Mat ba Hartnell cang tng do hon. V@i cai kiéu it nhiéu hung hang nhw ba
thi thai do do co thé goi la dang bdi r6i.

“T6i gb ctra r6i nhan chudng hai ba lan,” ba gidi thich. “Réi t6i chgt nghi
biét dau chudng bi héng.”

T6i bubén cuwoi vi thdy ba Hartnell khéng dam nhin thang vao t6i khi néi
diéu nay. Nha ching t6i dwgc xay dung mot kiéu hét nhw nhau, va khach
ding nhan chudng & ctta chinh bao gid cling nghe r6 tiéng chuong kéu. Ca
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ba Hartnell va t6i déu biét rd diéu do, nhuwng vi lich sy nén t6i vo khong biét,
chi 1am bam:

“Thé u?”

“T6i khong muon bé danh thiép vao hop thw vi nhw thé c6 vé khiém nha,
ma du gi di nita thi toi cling chwa bat lich si bao gio.”

Ba ta tuyén bé diéu dang ngac nhién 4y ma khong hé chép mat.

“Vay nén toi nghi minh nén di mot vong quanh nha — va go vao ctra
kinh,” ba tro trén ndi tiép. “T6i danh mot vong va nhin vao tat cd cac ctra so,
nhung chang c6 ai trong nha ca.”

Gio toi da hoan toan hiéu y ba Hartnell. Lgi dung lic ca nha di vang, ba
khong cudng dugc thoi to mo nén da di vong quanh, quan sat khu vueon, sam
soi tat cd cac ctta sO va tim cach nhin vao trong. Ba ta chon t6i dé ké lai
chuyén nay vi tin rang t6i dé dong cam va khoan dung hon la canh sat. La
muc s, hé con nghi ngo thi khong budc t6i gido dan.

T6i khong binh luan gi vé tinh huéng nay ma chi haéi:

“Luc dy la may gio, ba Hartnell?”

“Theo t6i nh¢d thi khodng gan sau gio. Ngay sau do to6i quay vé thang va
dén nha khodng sau gio mudi phit, roi ba Protheroe ghé qua khoang sau gio
rudi, chiing téi néi vé viéc trong hanh, con tién si Stone va 6ng Redding thi
dang & bén ngoai. Va trong khoadng thoi gian ay ong dai ta dang thwong guc
chét. Cudc doi maGi buon lam sao!”

“Poi khi cudc doi con xau xa nita,” toi noi.

ROi t6i ditng day.

“P6 la tat ca nhitng gi ba mudn noi vdi téi phai khong?”

“T6i chi nghi diéu do c6 thé rat quan trong.”

“Co 1@ thé,” t6i tan thanh.

Va khong muodn bi 16i kéo thém, t0i cdo tr trwdc sy that vong cia ba
Hartnell.
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Nguoi ké tiép toi dén tham la ba Wetherby thi dén t6i vdi vé run rdy nhw
dang bi kich dong.

“Kinh muc sw, ong ti té qua. Muc su da dung tra chwa a? Thé a, muc suw
khong udng tra sao? Tam dém lung day a. Muc sw dén ngay that la quy hoa.
Bao gio muc su ciing san long vi moi nguoi.”

Cir dong dai hoi lau nhu thé, ngay ca khi chiing t6i vao chuyén thi ba van
néi vong vo tam qudc:

“Muc su phai hiéu la t6i nghe duwgc chuyén nay tir nguon tin dang tin cay
nhat day.”

O St. Mary Mead nay, nguon tin dang tin cay nhat con tir ai khac ngoai
cac c6 hau!

“Ba khong thé cho t6i biét la ai néi diéu nay vGi ba sao?”

“Kinh muc su, toi da hita v6i ho r6i, va bao gio t6i cling xem 10i hita la
thieng liéng.”

Trong ba rat nghiém nghi:

“Ct xem nhu c6 ngwoi mach véi t6i, thé c6 duwge khong thiwa muc su?”

“That ngu xuan qua mirc!” T6i nhitng muon thot 1én nhw thé. Uédc gi t6i da
budt miéng noi, td6i chi mudn quan sat 16i ndi ay tdc dong thé nao dén ba
Wetherby.

“A, ngudi y bao rdng c6 ta trong thdy mot ba no, ma t6i cling khong néi
tién noi tén.”

“Lai mot chi cheo béo khac nita u?” toi hoi.

Ba Wetherby bong pha 1én cudi ngadt nghéo roi vui vé vo vai toi khién t6i
hét strc ngac nhién:

“Oi, muc sv oi, 6ng ditng c6 béng duia nhu thé.”

R6i ba noi tiép sau khi da ngung cuoi:

“Mot ba quy tdc, va muc su c6 biét cai ba dy di dau khéng? Ba ta di vé
phia nha muc vy, nhung tredc dé ba ta len 1én trong trdc ngoé sau sudt con
dwong — ky qudc lam — dé xem c6 ai quen biét nhan ra ba ta khong, t6i
nghi thé.”
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“Con co cheo béo kia thi di dau?” toi hoi.

“Pén tham chang ban c4 — & can phong phia trén ctta hang ca.”

Gio thi t6i da biét cac c6 hau di dau vao nhitng ngay nghi viéc. C6 mot
cho cac c6 khong bao gio dén néu c6 thé tranh dwge — la bat ¢t chon thanh
thién bach nhat nao.

“Va lic do la gan su gio ding,” ba Wetherby nghiéng minh ra chiéu bi
mat.

“Vao ngay nao?”

“Tat nhién la ngay xdy ra vu giét nguoi, t6i da chang noi thé sao?” ba
Wetherby khé kéu lén.

“T6i doan ra roi,” t6i tra 10i. “Quy ba ay danh tinh la chi?”

“Bat dau bang chir L,” ba Wetherby may ban guc gac dau. Cam thay da
nam hét cac thong tin ba Wetherby cung cap, t6i bén dirng day.

“Muc su dirng dé canh sat goi t6i dén doi chat muc sw nhé,” ba Wetherby
vira dua ca hai tay siét chat tay toi vira cat giong lam li thong thiét. “T6i rat
ngai dé thién ha biét chuyén nay. Va céa chuyén phdi dirng truéc toa niva!”

“Trong nhitng treong hgp ddc biét, nguwoi ta cho phép nhan chitng dugc
ngo6i ma,” t6i ndi roi chudn thang.

Con phai dén tham ba Price Ridley nita. Quy ba nay ngay 1ap tifc giao nhiém
vu cho toi:

“T6i khong muon dinh liu dén céng viéc ctia canh sat hay toa an, muc sw
hiéu chit?” ba néi giong kién quyét sau khi hd hitng bat tay t6i. “Mat khac,
vi t6i tinh cd biét duwgc mot sy viéc chwa duwge giai thich, nén t6i nghi can
phai bao cho nha chitc trach biét.”

“Chuyén c6 lién quan dén ba Lestrange phai khong?” toi hoi.

“Sao lai lién quan dén ba ay?” ba Price Ridley lanh nhat van lai.

Pén day thi ba dat t6i vao tinh thé bat lgi.
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“La mot viéc hét sitc don gian,” ba ndi tiép. “Clara, con hau nha t6i, ldc
ay dang ditng & cong nha — no6 bao ra cong vai phit cho thoang dang. Toi
phai ndi la khong ding thé dau. Nhiéu kha nang la n6 dang cho thang ban ca
— cdi thang ranh con can r& mat day may dan ci¥ ngd minh mudi bay tudi la
ba dta con gai nao cfing tréeu chong dwgc. Du sao thi nhv t6i da noéi, n6 dang
ding & cong thi chgt nghe mot tiéng hat hoi.”

“Vang,” toi noi, va cho nghe them.

“Co6 vay thoi. T6i thra véi muc su rang con bé dy nghe mot tiéng hat hoi.
Ma muc su ditng cho rang t6i gia ca nén la lan nhé, vi day la Clara nghe
thdy, ma né chi m&i mudi chin tudi thoi.”

“Nhung vi sao co ay phai nghe tiéng hat hoi?” toi hoi.

Ba Price Ridley nhin t6i, 10 ro vé thwong hai cho dau 6c ngu mudi cua toi.

“Vao ngay xdy ra an mang, n6 nghe thay tiéng hat hoi vao thoi diém trong
nha muc vu khong c6 ai cd. Chac chan ké giét ngudi dang ndp trong bui ram
chd co hdi ra tay. Biéu muc sw can lam la tim ra mét nguoi dang bi cam
lanh.”

“Hodc la mot nguwdi bi bénh so6t mua he,” t6i goi y. “Nhung that ra toi
nghi c6 thé giai ma bi mat nay rat dé dang. C6 hau Mary nha chung t6i dang
bi nhitc dau s6 miii. Gan day qua la co dy c sut sit mdi khién ching toi phat
mét. Chac han c6 hau nha ba da nghe thay tiéng hat hoi cia c6 ay.”

“La tiéng hat hoi ctia dan 6ng co,” ba Price Ridley qua quyét. “Va tir cong
nha ching toi thi khéng thé nghe tiéng c6 hau bén nha muc vu hat hoi tw
trong bép dugc.”

“Tt bén cong nha ba, cling khong thé nghe dugc tiéng hat hoi trong
phong lam viéc dwgc,” t6i n6i. “Chi it thi vGi t6i diéu nay cling rat dang
ngo.”

“Tén kia c6 thé dang ndp trong bui ram. Chac chan khi Clara tré vao thi
han mdi thita co 1én vao nha muc vu bang ctva truéce.”

“A, tat nhién diéu do c6 thé xay ra,” toi néi.

T6i c6 khong to ra nhé nhe, nhung t6i da that bai, vi ba Price Ridley tritng
tri'ng nhin toi:
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“T6i da quen vé6i viéc néi ma chang ai thém nghe, nhung t6i cling c6 thé
nhac t6i chuyén mot cay vot tennis bi virt lan 16¢ trén bai c6 ma bon nha bao
khong lam n6 hw hai. Ma thoi budi nay thi vgt tennis dat tién lam.”

Cai 16i da xéo nay that chang ra lam sao, khién toi cyc ky Iing ting.

“Nhung c6 thé muc s khong tin,” ba Price Ridley noi.

“0, t6i tin chit — chic chin 13 tin ma!”

“Vay thi toi rat mirng. Tat ca chi cé thé. Toi chang chiu trach nhiém gi vé
vu nay nita.”

Ba ngd nguoi ra phia sau, nham nghién mat nhw khéng con quan tam
hirng thu gi vGi cudc doi nay. Toi cam on ba va tu biét.

Ra dén ctra, to6i danh bao hoi Clara vé viéc ba chu c6 ta néi.

“Hoan toan ding nhw vay, thira muc s, con nghe tiéng at-xi. Ma khong
phai at-xi binh thuwong dau — khong gidng chut nao.”

Co diéu gi lién quan dén t6i 4&c ma lai binh thwdng dau co chit. Tiéng sing
cling khéng binh thuwong. Tiéng hat hoi cling khong binh thuwong. Toi doan
chtrng 1a tiéng hat hoi dac biét ctia ké sat nhan. T6i ben hoi co gai viéc ay
xay ra ldc nao, nhwng c6 ta rat mo ho — dau khodng sau gio muoi lam hay
sau ruwdi gi do, co ta ang chirng. Du sao thi ciling ‘trwdc khi ba chu nhan dién
thoai va phat bénh’.

T6i hoi cd da tirng nghe tiéng nd bao gio chwa thi co6 dap tiéng nd kinh
khting lam. Sau cdu trd 16i ay, t6i thay khé ma tin vao 16i phat biéu cua c6.

Khi vé tdi cong nha minh, t6i quyét dinh dén tham mot ngwdi ban. Liéc nhin
dong ho, t6i thdy minh chi con da thoi gian cho viéc nay truwde khi lam lé
chiéu. To6i di vé phia nha Haydock. Bac si ra tan ctta don t6i.

Mot lan nita, t6i lai thdy Haydock lo lang va phd phac. Vu an nay khién
ong gia som di thay ro.

“Rat vui dwgc gap muc sw,” 6ng noi. “Co tin gi ma@i khong?”
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Toi ké cho Haydock nghe phat hién méi vé Stone. “Mot tén trOm cao
cap,” ong binh luan. “Cha, diéu nay sé lam sang té nhiéu viéc day. Han ta da
nghién citu ky bai ban, nhung theo t6i thi doi lic han ta cling so ha. Ba cé
lan Protheroe suyt bat qua tang han réi 4y chit. Han muc sw nhé viéc ho da
cdi nhau. Con vé c6 gai thi muc sw nghi sao? C6 ta c6 dinh vao vu nay
khong?”

“T6i chwa thé két luan. Riéng vé phan minh, t6i nghi co6 ay khong lién
can.”

ROi t6i néi thém: “Co ta dot dac ay ma.”

“Q, toi khong nghi vay dau. Cai c6 nang Gladys Cram &y, cd ta sic sao
khon ngoan lam. Loai ngudi cwc ky manh khoée, chang bao gid lam phién
dén nganh y ching t6i.”

Toi bdo Haydock rang minh dang lo lang vé Hawes, va toi thiét tha mong
cdu ay di doi gio va nghi ngoi thuc sy.

Bac si c6 vé lang tranh khi t6i noi chuyén nay, va cau tra 10i cua ong
khoéng may that long. Ong cham rai dap: “Vang, t6i nghi thé 1a t6t hon ca.
Khon kho cho Hawes! That dang thwong.”

“T6i thay 6ng khong wa cau ta.”

“Pung la khong wa — mot chut xiu thoéi. Nhung véi nhitng nguwdi minh
khong thich thi t6i lai thay thwong hai cho ho.” Bac si ditng mét ldc r6i néi
ti€p: “Tham chi v6i Protheroe t6i cling thiay thwong hai. Kho than 6ng ta —
c6 may nguwoi quy mén ong ay dau. Qua thang tinh ma cling ty tin qua mifc,
hai tht dy hop lai thi qua 1a kh6 wa. Ong ta bao gi® ciing thé — ngay tir hoi
con tré.”

“Vay ra ong quen 6ng ta tr hoi dy kia a?”

“O vang! Khi 6ng ta song & Westmorland thi t6i c6 phong khdm & cach d6
khong xa. Tt &y dén nay da 1au lam, gan hai muwoi nam r6i.”

T6i thd dai. Hai muwoi nam trude thi Griselda chi méi nam tu6i. Oi, thoi
gian qua la ky qudc...

“Po la tat ca nhitng gi 6ng dén dé ndi véi t6i sao, muc sw Clement?”

Toi giat minh ngudc 1én. Haydock dang nhin nhu xoay vao toi:
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“Con c6 diéu gi khac nira, ding khong?”

Toi gat dau.

Khi dén day, t6i con lwdng Iy chwa biét c6 nén néi hay khéng, nhung gio
thi t6i quyét dinh no6i ra. T6i mén Haydock nhw bt ct ngwdi nao t6i quen
biét. Ong 1a nguoi tuyét voi vé moi mit, va toi thay diéu minh phai néi ra cé
thé sé c6 ich cho 6ng. Nghi vy, t6i bén ké lai cudc néi chuyén vdi ba
Hartnell va ba Wetherby.

Nghe xong, Haydock im lang hoi lau.

“Hoan toan dung thé, Clement a,” cudi cung 6ng cat tiéng. “T6i mudn
bang moi cach bao vé ba Lestrange tranh khoi nhitng chuyén phién nhiéu.
That ra, ba dy ddng la ban cii cua t6i, nhung dé khong phai la 1y do duy nhat
khién t6i lam thé. Gidy chitng nhan sttc khoe cuia to6i khéng phai la tro sap
dat gian d6i nhw muc sw nghi dau.”

Ong dirng mot liic rdi nghiém nghi néi:

“Chuyén nay chi t6i véi muc su biét théi nhé, Clement. Ba Lestrange
chang con song bao lau nita.”

“Sao co?”

“Nhiéu lam la mot thang nita thoi. Muc sw c6 con ngac nhién vi sao toi
muon ba ay tranh khoi bi qudy ray va tham van nita khong?”

Béc si ndi tiép:

“Chiéu hém ay, khi ba Lestrange ré vao con duwong nay, la ba ay dén day
— dén nha t6i.”

“Sao trwdc day ong khong noi ra?”

“La vi toi khong muon sinh chuyén. Moi nguwdi déu biét tir sdu dén bay
gio khong phdi la gio toi tiép bénh nhan. Nhwng muc sw cé thé tin 10i t6i la
ba dy da dén day.”

“Thé nhung khi téi cho nguwdi dén nha mai 6ng thi ba dy khong c6 & do, y
toi la khi chung toi phat hién ra tr thi.”

“Pung la khong c6,” Haydock té ra lung ting. “Lic ay ba Lestrange da ra
vé vi ba c6 cudc hen.”
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“Cudc hen ¢ dau? O tai nha ba dy w?”

“T6i khong ro Clement a. Xin thé la to6i khong biét gi ca.”

Tai tin Haydock, nhung...

“Thtr nghi, néu c6 mot nguwdi vo tdi bi treo ¢o thi sao?” téi hoi van.

Béc si lac dau.

“Khong, sé khong c6 ai bi treo c¢6 vi muu sat dai ta Protheroe dau, muc suw
tin t6i di.”

Nhwng day chinh la diéu t6i khong thé nao tin dwgc. Tuy vay vé qua quyét
trong giong ndi ctia Ong rat tuyét.

“Sé khong c6 ai bi treo c6 ca,” 6ng lap lai.

“Con cai thang Archer...”

Ong phac mot ci chi s6t rudt.

“N6 chang dua hiéu biét dé x6a dau tay ctia minh trén khau sting dau.”

“C6 thé 1a nhw thé,” t6i ho nghi noi.

ROi suc nhd ra, toi tho tay vao tdi 1y manh tinh thé mau nau nhat vira tim
thay trong rirng nhd Haydock xem do la gi.

“Hirm,” 6ng ngan ngt. “Trong giong acid picric. Muc su tim thdy né &
dau vay?”

“Po la bi mat cua Sherlock Holmes,” toi dap.

Bac s mim cuoi.

“Acid picric la gi kia?” toi hoi.

“A, d6 1a mot loai chét nd.”

“T6i hiéu, nhung no6 con c6 cong dung khac nira, ding khong?”

Ong gat dau.

“N6 dwoc dung trong y hoc — dé chita béng. Cyc ky hiéu nghiém.”

Tai chia tay ra, va 6ng mién cudng trao manh tinh thé lai cho t6i.

“Co lé vat nay khong cé gi quan trong,” t6i néi. “Nhung t6i da tim thay
n6 & mot cho khong binh thuwong.”

“Muc su khong cho toi biét 1a & dau u?”
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Co6 thé 13 hoi tré con, nhung t6i sé khong néi. Ong dy c6 nhitng bi mat cia
minh, a, vay thi t6i cling phai c6 bi mat cua t6i chit.

T6i cam thay hoi ton thwong vi Haydock chwa hoan toan tin t6i dé c6 thé
giai bay tam su.
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26

T6i hom ay téi bwdc 1én buc giang véi tam trang la lung.

Nha thd dong diac mot cach bat thwong. Toéi khong nghi vi mong doi
Hawes giang ma nhiéu ngudi lai kéo dén nhuw vay. Nhitng bai gidng cta
Hawes thuong budn té va gido diéu. Con néu c6 tin toi gidng thay thi cling
chang thu hit dugce ho, bdi 1€ bai gidng cua t6i nang tinh hoc thuat va chan
ngat. To6i e rang cd minh ciling khong thé khién gido dan sot sang dén thé.

T6i két luan rang moi nguwoi dén day dé xem cd mat nhitng ai, va c6 thé
dé sau d6 bu6n chuyén do6i chit ngoai cong nha tha.

Haydock di 1€, viéc nay khong binh thuong, va ca Lawrence Redding nita.
Bén canh Lawrence Redding, to6i ngac nhién nhin thay khuén mat trang béch
cang thang cia Hawes. Anne Protheroe ngo6i kia, mac du vao cac ngay cha
nhat ba ta thuwong dy 1é chiéu nhimg t6i khong nghi hom nay ba lai dén. T6i
con ngac nhién hon khi thdy Lettice. Bi nha thd vao sang cha nhat 1a bat
budc — veé diéu nay thi dai ta Protheroe rat citng ran, nhung tredc day toi
chwa bao gio trong thay Lettice di 1é chiéu.

Va kia la Gladys Cram, hoan toan tré trung manh khée, noi bat 1én gitra
cai nén kho xac héo hon cia nhitng ba c6 khong chong. Roi toi thoang thay
mot nguwoi dén mudn, vira 1én vao cudi nha thg, dé la ba Lestrange.

Chang phdi ndi cling biét ba Price Ridley, ba Hartnell, ba Wetherby va ba
Marple déu cé mat. Ca lang hién dién dong du, dé la chuyén hau nhw chwa
bao gid xdy ra. Toi khong biét tir tredc t6i nay da bao gid tin hitu tap trung
dong nhu thé nay khéng.

T6i nay, dam dong da tao ra mot bau khong khi 16i cudn la thwong, ma
nguoi dau tién bi tac dong chinh la t6i.

Nhu thwong 1€, toi da chuan bi trudc bai Phic am mot cach can than va
chu dao, nhwng cling chinh t6i chit khong ai khac lai nhan ra sy thiéu sét cua

https://thuviensach.vn



chung.

T6i nay, toi can phai ng khau ma giang, va khi nhin xudng bién nguoi
moi lic mot dong, dau 6c t6i bong dung quay cudng. T6i khong con la S
gia cua Chua Troi. T6i da tré thanh mot dién vién. Triwdc mat toi la khan gia
va t6i muon lay dong tam can ho — hon thé, t6i cam thdy minh c6 day
quyén nang dé khién ho xtic dong.

T6i chang ty hao gi chuyén minh lam t6i hom ay. T6i von la nguwdi hoai
nghi viéc thitc tinh dic tin ton gido bang cach lam nguwdi ta xic dong, thé
nhwng to6i hom ay t6i da dién tron vai mot nha truyén ba Phic am say swa
cuong nhiét.

T6i cham cham nha ting 10i.

“Ta dén day khong phdi dé danh thitc thién nhan, ma kéu goi nhitng ké
pham toi nén an nan héi cai.”

Toi 1ap lai cau nay lan nita, va t6i nghe tiéng minh ngan nga vang doi
chang giéng chit nao giong noi thwdng ngay cia Leonard Clement.

Toi trong thay Griselda tir hang ghé dau nguwdc nhin 1én vé ngac nhién, va
Dennis cfling bat chwdc theo nang.

T6i nin thd mot Idc réi tha 1ong.

Gido dan trong nha tho dang trong trang thai don nén cam xuc, day la thoi
co chin mu6i dé kich dong ho. T6i kéu goi nhitng ké lam 16i phai stta minh.
T6i ty budng minh vao con mé cuéng cdm xtc. Chéc choc t6i lai chia tay
nhw t6 cdo va lap di lap lai cau noi:

“Ta dang noi vai cac anh chi em day...”

Va moi lan nhw thé, t6i lai thoang nghe tiéng thé dai swon suwgt tir goc nay
goc no cua nha tho.

Cam xuc ctia ddm dong that la lung va khing khiép.

Toi két thac bai gidng bang nhitng 161 dep dé va sau sac — co 1€ la sau sac
nhat trong toan bo Kinh Thanh:

“T6i nay linh hon cac ngwoi sé dugc phan xét...”
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Trang thai la lung ay chi xdy ra nhat thgi. Khi vé nha muc vy, t6i trd lai vai
con ngwoi mo nhat va hay do dy thwong ngay cua minh. Toi trong thay
Griselda. Mt xanh xao, nang khodac lay tay toi.
“Len a, t6i nay trong minh kinh khing lam. Em — em khoéng thich thé
dau. Trwdc gio em chua ti'ng nghe minh gidng nhuw thé.”
“T6i cling khong nghi sé minh sé duwgc nghe lan nita,” t6i vira néi vira kiét
strc buong minh xuong ghé sofa. Téi mét 1a.
“Piéu gi khién minh lam thé?”
“Bong dwng t6i nhw 1én con minh a.”
“Oi! Ma — khong c6 chuyén gi bat thwdng chit minh?”
“Chuyén bat thwong — y minh la sao co?”
“Em nghi ngd vay thoi. Trong minh la 1am Len a. Chwa bao gio em thay
la em thuyc sy hiéu minh ca.”
Chung t6i ngo6i xuong dung bita an ngudi vi hom nay la ngay nghi ctua
Mary.
“Co6 thu ngoai sanh gtti cho minh day,” Griselda néi. “Dennis, chau di lay
dwgc khong?”
Dennis ndy gio im nhu thdc, lién vang theo.
Téi don 1ay bite thw roi 1am bam. O géc trai phia trén 1a dong chir: Thw
tay — Khan.
“Chac chan la caa ba Marple,” t6i néi. “Con ai vao day nira!”
Toi da doan dung hoan toan.
MUC SU CLEMENT KINH MEN,
T6i rat mudbn trao doi véi muc sw vé mot s6 viéc vira xdy ra voi toi.
T6i nght chiing ta phdi c6 gang lam sdng té diéu bi dn ddng budn nay.
Néu muc su cho phép thi khodng chin gio rudi toi nay toi sé dén va go
ctra phong lam viéc cua muc sw. C6 lé Griselda quy mén sé san long
qua bén nha tbi tro chuyén cho chau trai cua toi khudy khod, va di
nhién cd cdu Dennis nita, néu cdu dy cting muén sang. Néu t6i khong
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nghe tra loi gi thi t6i sé don hai nguoi dy va sé dén van phong cua muc
SU vdo gio noi trén.
Than kinh,
JANE MARPLE.

T6i dua thu cho Griselda.

“O, bon em sé& di ma,” nang vui vé néi. “Vao tdi cha nhat ma dwogc thudng
thitc vai ly regu mui nha lam thi tuyét. Em ngdn mén banh cia Mary dén tan
co. C& nhu 14y ttr trong nha xac ra vay.”

Dennis thi chang té vé gi vui tht vé viéc nay. N6 cau nhau:

“Co6 ma tuyét cho minh bac théi. Bac tha ho ban chuyén van chwvong nghé
thuat cao siéu, con chau ngbéi nghe thi chi thdy minh chang khac nao thang
dan.”

“Viéc nay tot cho chau day,” Griselda than nhién dap, “vi n6 lam chau
hiéu ding vé minh. Du sao, ta cling khong nghi 6ng Raymond West thong
minh xuat ching nhw 6ng ay c6 lam ra vé.”

“Ngudoi thong minh xuat ching thye sy thi hiém 1am,” t6i nai.

T6i vo cung ban khoan khong biét dich xac diéu ba Marple mu6n néi la
gi. Trong s6 quy ba thudc gido khu cua t6i, ba ta 1a ngwdi khon ngoan sac
sdo nhat, khong chi vi viéc gi xdy ra thi ba cling biét, ma con vi ba ludn suy
luan r6 rang va thich dang trong nhan dinh. Ngay nao d6 néu t6i toan lam
diéu gian doi thi chinh ba Marple la ngudi t6i sé phai khiép sg.

Cai goi la tiéc vui v6i nguoi chau trai bat dau sau chin gio mot chut, va
trong khi chd ba Marple dén, t6i giét thoi gian bang cach liét ké cac sy viéc
lién quan dén an mang, va c6 sap xép ching theo ding trinh ty thoi gian. Toi
khong phai la nguoi ding gio nhwng lai ngan nap, va toéi muon ghi chi moi
viéc mot cach bai ban.

bung chin gio ruwdi, c6 tiéng gé nhe vao ctta s6. Toi ditng day don ba
Marple.

Ba choang tam khan Shetland tinh xdo trum kin dau va vai khién ba tréng
yéu Gt va gia som. Ba buwdc vao, run run vi phan kich.
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“Muc su that ti té khi cho phép t6i dén day — va Griselda ciing that tot
— Raymond ngudng mo c6 dy lam — né ludn goi c6 ay la Greuze hoan
héo... Toi ngbi day a? To6i khong ngbdi vao ghé ctia muc su? O, cdm on muc
su... Khong, t6i khong can ghé dé chan dau a.”

Toi dat chiéc khan trum Shetland 1én mot chiéc ghé va quay lai kéo chiéc
ghé khac ng6i doi dién vGi ba khach. Ching t6i nhin nhau, réi mot nu cuwdi
dwogm chut khan nai nd trén gwong mat ba.

“T6i cdm thay muc sw dang tw hoi vi sao — vi sao toi qua quan tam dén
toan b viéc nay. C6 thé muc sw nghi n6 khong hop véi phu nit. Khong —
toi Xin muc st — néu dwoc thi xin cho t6i giai thich.”

Ba ngap ngrng mét lic, ma wng hong.

“Muc su thdy do,” cudi cing ba lén tiéng, “song mot than mot minh nhw
toi & noi khi ho co gy nay thi can c6 tha tiéu khién. Tat nhién c6 nhiéu viéc
nhu dan len, vé tranh, tham gia huéng dao hay lam thién nguyén, nhung s@
thich ctda t6i bao gid ciling 1a tim hiéu vé nhan tinh thé thai. Rat da dang va
ly thd. Va 1€ di nhién trong mot ngdi lang nhé khong c6 gi dé giai tri thi
nguoi ta co biét bao co hoi dé nghién citu thanh thao dé tai cia minh. Ta
phan loai dan lang mot cach that rach roi thanh nhom nay nhom kia, ching
nay loai no, ngwoi nay la hoa nguoi kia la chim... Di nhién thinh thoang ta
cling nham lan, nhing véi thai gian thi ta ngay cang it sai s6t. Va roi ta ciing
ty kiém tra ban than minh. Ta c6 thé gdap nhitng rac r6i nho nho — chang
han chuyén mat xau tom 10t, khién Griselda phai buén cudi — c6 nhitng
diéu bi mat hoan toan chang c6 gi quan trong nhuwng lai cyc ky khé hiéu néu
khong dwoc giadi quyét thich dang. R6i chuyén nhitng vién thudc ho bi danh
trdo, chuyén chiéc 6 cta vg anh hang thit — mot chuyén hét sitc vo ly,
chang qua la do ngwdi ban rau da khong cuw x dang hoang vdi vg 6ng dugc
si ban thu6c ma thanh ra co su. Muc su biét dé, khi phan doan mot viéc gi
va thdy minh ding thi tuyét voi thé nao.”

“Ba van thuong xuyén phan doan ding, t6i nghi thé,” t6i mim cuwdi.

“Piéu do khién toi cé do6i chut ty phu, toi e 1a thé,” ba Marple thd nhan.
“Nhung toi luén ban khoan tw héi, néu ngay nao dé gap diéu bi mat nghiém

https://thuviensach.vn



trong thi liéu t6i c6 lam dwgce nhw vay khong — y toi 1a gidi quyét rét rdo
khong? Vé logic thi phai ding la sw viéc dy. N6i cho cung, du la mo6 hinh
ngu 16i thi cling giong nhw ngw 16i that.”

“Y ba d6 hoan toan 1a tinh twong déi phai khong,” t6i cham rdi néi. “Cé
thé 1a thé, vé mat logic thi toi thita nhan, nhung t6i khong biét thuc té c6 nhw
vay khong.”

“Chac chan la vay,” ba Marple dap. “Cai ma truong 16p goi 1a nhan t6 ay
— la giong nhu thé. Nao la chuyén tién tai, chuyén quan hé giita hai nguoi
— a — hai nguwoi khac phai, chuyén ky quac — nhiéu ngudi tinh tinh ky
qudc phai khong muc su? Pung la khi hiéu rd vé nhiéu nguoi thi ta thay ho
kha ky quac. Nguoi binh thuwong doi khi lai hanh dong ky qudc, con nguoi
khong binh thuong thi dau 6c lai rat lanh manh va cw x binh thudong. Thyc
t€ chi c6 cach duy nhét la so sanh ho véi nhitng nguwdi ma ching ta quen
hodc tinh co gap, muc suv sé ngac nhién khi biét tong cong co6 rat it loai
nguwoi khac nhau.”

“Ba lam toi hai qua,” toi ndi. “C6 cam giac nhuv minh dang bi soi dudi
kinh hién vi vay.”

“Di nhién la c6 mo t6i cling khong noéi bat ct diéu gi nhw thé nay cho dai
ta Melchett ddu — ong ta la nguwdi chuyén quyén doc doan ding khong muc
su? — va ca Thanh tra Slack dang thwong nita — cha, 6ng ta giéng hét co
hang giay, chi muon ban cho muc sw déi giay bang da son bong vi c6 ta thay
né vira noi chan muc sw ma khong thém dém xia dén viéc muc sw dang can
mot d6i bang da bo mau nau!” Mo ta chan dung Slack nhu thé qua la tuyét
voi! “Nhung vé vu an thi t6i tin chac 6ng ciing biét nhiéu khong kém Thanh
tra Slack, thwa muc su Clement. T6i nghi néu ching ta hgp tac cung
nhau...”

“Toi tw hoi — t6i nghi trong thdm tdm mo6i ching ta, ai ciing tw cho minh
la Sherlock Holmes ca.”

Ro6i t6i ké ba nghe vé ba 1énh triéu tap vira nhan chiéu nay, vé viéc Anne
phat hién birc tranh bi rach nat khuon mat. Toi cling thuat lai thai do co
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Cram @ don canh sat cung chuyén Haydock nhan dang manh tinh thé t6i da
nhat dugc.

“Tw toi da tim thay nd,” t6i két thic. “T6i mudn vat nay cé tam quan
trong nao do, nhung c6 thé né chang lién quan gi dén vu an ca.”

“Méi day toi vira vao thu vién doc nhiéu truyén trinh thaAm My dé xem c6
giup ich gi khong,” ba Marple noi.

“Co truyén nao néi dén acid picric khong?”

“E rang khong. Tuy nhién t6i nhg c6 lan da xem mot truyén trong dé cé
nguoi bi dau doc bang acid picric va b6i m& ctru 1én minh.”

“Nhung trong vu nay khong c6 ai bi dau doc ca, vi thé cé vé khong thich
hop véi van dé ctia chiung ta,” t6i néi.

ROi t6i cam ban liét ké trao cho ba:

“T6i da c6 gang tém tat cac sw kién ctia vu an mot cach ro rang nhat.”

BAN LIET KE CUA TOI
Thir nam ngay 21 thang nay

12.30 truva — Daqi td Protheroe doi cudc hen véi toi tir sdu gio' chiéu
dén sdu gio muoi lam. Rat c6é thé mét nira ddn lang da nghe thdy diéu
nay.

12.45 — Lan cudi nguoi ta nhin thdy khdu sting ndm & cho thuong
ngay cua né (nhung chuyén nay khong chdc chdn vi trudc dé ba Archer
ndi rdang ba ta khéng nhé ro.)

5.30 chiéu (khodng dé) — Dagi td Protheroe va phu nhan roi Old
Hall vao lang bdng xe hoii.

5.30 — Cu dién thogi gid@ mao goi cho t6i tir khu nha phia Cira Bdc
gan Old Hall.

6.15 (hodc mét hai phtt trvdc dé) — Pai td Protheroe dén nha muc
vu va dugc Mary dua vao phong lam viéc.

6.20 — Ba Protheroe theo duong lang phia sau, bdng qua vuon dén
ctra hong phong lam viéc. Ba khong nhin thdy dai td Protheroe.
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6.29 — Dién thoai goi cho ba Price Ridley tir nha Lawrence Redding
(theo tong dai dién thoqi.)

6.30-6.35 — Nghe thdy tiéng no. (Cho la thoi diém cu dién thoai la
chinh xdc). Theo loi chitng cua Lawrence Redding, Anne Protheroe va
tién st Stone thi duong nhw sém hon, nhung cé thé ba P.R nhé diing.

6.45 — Lawrence Redding dén nha muc vu va tim thdy ti thi.

6.48 — Toi gdp Lawrence Redding.

6.49 — Toi phat hién tir thi.

6.55 — Haydock kham tir thi.

GHI CHU — Chi c6 hai ngudi khéng cé chitng cit ngogi pham ti
6.30-6.35 la c6 Cram va ba Lestrange. C6 Cram néi minh dang & cho
khai qudt nhung khong co gi xac nhan. Tuy nhién, logi co ta ra khoi vu
an co vé hop ly vi duong nhuw c6 chdng lién quan gi cd. Sau sdu gio mot
chut, ba Lestrange roi nha bdc si Haydock vi c6 cudc hen. Ba ta hen
v0i ai, va ¢ dau? Khéng thé hen vdi dai td Protheroe, vi 6ng ta dd hen
VGi t6i roi. Pung la vao thoi diém xdy ra an mang thi ba Lestrange
dang ¢ gan hién truong, nhung vé dong co khién ba giét Protheroe thi
c6 vé khong chdc chan. Ba ta chdng hwdng Igi gi tir cdi chét cua dai td,
va toi khéng chdp nhdn gid thiét tong tién nhw thanh tra dua ra. Ba
Lestrange khong phdi logi nguoi nhw vd@y. Hon nita viéc ba ta ldy dugc
khdu sting cua Lawrence Redding khéng thé xdy ra.

“Hét strc r0 rang,” ba Marple vira guc gac dau t6 y tan thanh vira néi.
“Qua la rat r6. Quy 6ng bao gio cling lam ban ghi nhé that tuyét.”

“Ba c6 dong y véi nhitng gi t6i viét khong?” Toi hoi.

“O vang — muc sv d liét ké cye chuan.”

Luc 4y t6i mdi hoi ba diéu toi da dinh héi tir bita gio: “Vay ba nghi ngo
ai, ba Marple? Cé lan ba néi véi t6i la c6 dén bay nghi can.”

“DPung la t6i nghi thé,” ba Marple lo diang dap. “T6i nghi moi ching ta
déu c6 thé nghi ngd ngwoi nay ngudi kia khi trong thay viéc ho lam.”

Tuy vay ba khong hoi xem toi nghi ngo ai.
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“Van dé la ta phdi ly gidi sy viéc mot cach thoa dang. Néu ta duwa ra mot
gia thiét phu hgp v6i moi sy kién — a, thi gia thiét d6 phai ding. Nhung
diéu d6 cuc ky khé khan. Néu khong phai vi 1a thw...”

“La thu a?” toi ngac nhién hoi.

“Vang, muc s nhd khong, t6i da no6i v6i 6ng do. La thw ay khién t6i suy
nghi mai tr 4y dén gio. N6i kiéu nao thi do la thw gia mao.”

“Chac chan vay r6i,” t6i dap, “bay gio chuyén dy da dugc ly gidi. Thu
duwgc viét vao lic sau gio ba mwoi lam, va mot ban tay khac — tén sat nhan
— da ghi sai la 6.20 vao dau trang. T6i nghi chuyén dy da dwoc xac minh.”

“Nhung ngay ca nhw thé thi né van sai hoan toan,” ba Marple néi.

“Nhung tai sa0?”

“Muc su nghe nay.” Ba Marple chom tdi tredc s6i noi. “Ba Protheroe di
ngang qua vuon nha toi, nhw toéi da noi dé, roi ba dy dén ctra s6 phong lam
viéc va nhin vao trong nhung khéng thdy dai ta Protheroe.”

“La vi 6ng ay dang ngoi viét & ban,” tdi noi.

“Va do la diéu hoan toan sai. Luc ay la sau gio hai mwoi. Chang ta da
nhat tri 1a 6ng ta khéng thé ng6i dé vao ldac sdu gio ruwdi dé viét rang minh
khong thé chd lau hon — vay thi tai sao ong ta lai ngo6i vao ban viét vao gio
do?”

“T6i chwa tirng nghi dén diéu nay,” t6i cham rai dap.

“Muc su Clement kinh mén, ching ta hdy xem xét lan nita tirng chi tiét.
Ba Protheroe dén bén ctra hong va nghi rdng trong phong khéng c6 ai —
chac han ba dy phai nghi vay, néu khong ba da chang ddm xuéng xwéng vé
gap ong Redding vi nhu thé khong an toan. Can phong phai tuyét doi vang
lang néu ba ay nghi trong d6 khéng c6 ngudi. Nhu thé c6 ba kha nang, ding
khong muc su?”

“Ba dinh néi la...”

“A, kha nang tht nhat 1a c6 thé dai ta Protheroe di chét roi — nhung ti
khong tin diéu dé la sy that. Trudc tién la vi 6ng ta chi méi ¢ d6 khoang
nam phit va ba 4y hodc t6i cé thé da nghe tiéng sting no; hon nita lai kho
giai thich viéc 6ng ta ngo6i & ban viét. Kha nang thi¢ hai, di nhién 6ng ta dang
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ngoi viét thue trwdc ban, nhwng trong treong hop dy thi bitc thw phai hoan
toan khac. Thu khong thé viét la 6ng ay khong thé chd muc sw duwgce. Con
kha nang tht ba...”

“Sao ca?”

“A, kha nang thit ba la ba Protheroe néi ding, di nhién thé, va trong
phong lic dy khong c6 ai ca.”

“Y ba 1a sau khi dwgc nguwdi hau dwa vao phong, éng dy lai trd ra roi sau
dé ma6i quay lai u?”

“Vang.”

“Nhung vi sao 6ng ay phai lam vay?”

Ba Marple xoe hai tay té vé kha boi roi.

“Thé c6 nghia ba dang xem xét vu an ¢ géc do hoan toan khac,” t6i néi.

“Nhiéu lic ngudi ta phdi lam vay — vé moi viéc. Muc su khong nghi vay
sao?”

T6i khong tra 16i vi dang can than nham lai ba kha nang ba Marple goi ra.
Ba gia khé thé dai roi ditng 1én:

“T6i phai vé thoi. T6i rat vui dwgc néi chuyén v6i muc sw mot chut —
mac du chwa giai quyét dugce gi nhiéu, phai khong muc su?”

“That tinh ma noi thi toan bé vu nay qua roi ram,” to6i vira no6i vira dua
chiéc khan trum cho ba.

“O! T6i thi khong nghi thé. Néi chung theo t6i c6 mot gia thiét kha phu
hop. D6 1a, néu muc s thita nhan mot sy trung hgp ngau nhién — ma t6i
nghi c6 thé chdp nhan mot sy ngau nhién nhw thé. Tat nhién, truing hop
nhiéu hon la khong thé.”

“Ba thure sy nghi vay sao? Y tdi 1a vé cac gia thiét 4y?” tdi nhin ba héi.

“T6i thtra nhan trong gia thiét toi dwa ra c6 thiéu sét — mot s viéc ma toi
chwa 1am 1d dwogc. Oi! Gia nhw bite thw &y hoan toan khac...”

Ba thd dai lac dau. Roi ba buéc vé phia ctra hong, ban tay vo tinh cham
vao bui cdy hoa héo trong chau kiéng.
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“Cay nay phdi twdi thwong xuyén hon muc suw Clement a. Thiéu nuéc
tram trong, kho chwa! C6 hau nha 6ng phai twdi moi ngay mdi dugc. Co ay
c6 chu y viéc nay khong a?”

“Co0 dy chang dé mat vao bat c viéc gi,” toi dap.

“Chac c6 ta con non tay nghé,” ba Marple goi y.

“Phai,” t6i dap. “Ma Griselda thi khang khang tir ch6i uén nan co ta, vi ba
nha t6i nghi chi ngwdi hau ma khéng ai thém nhan thi méi ¢ 1au véi ching
toi. Vay ma hom no Mary da doa nghi roi day.”

“Thé a? T6i ct twéng co ta quy mén 6ng ba muc sw lam.”

“Toi thi khong nghi vay. Nhung that ra la do Lettice lam c0 ta phat y. Sau
khi bi thdm van, Mary tr@ vé trong tam trang khong binh thuwong va gap
Lettice & day — thé la hai c6 10i qua tiéng lai v&i nhau.”

“O!” ba Marple vira dgm budc qua cita sé bdng dirng phit lai kéu 1én, mat
ba doi sac.

“Qi trdi oi! Sao minh lai ngu thé nay chi!” ba 1am bam. “Ra la thé. Chic
chén r6i.”

“Xin 16i, gi thé ba?”

Ba quay lai nhin t6i lo lang,

“Khong c6 gi, chi la toi vira nghi ra mot y. Toi phai vé va suy xét diéu nay
cho thau dao cai da. Muc su biét khong, to6i nghi minh da qua dan don —
ngu hét cho néi luon.”

“T6i thay khé ma tin diéu do,” toi lich sy noi.

Pua ba ra nga ctra so6 roi bang qua bai cd, toi hoi:

“Ba c6 thé cho t6i biét minh chot nghi ra diéu gi khong?”

“Ngay luic nay thi t6i e la khong. Muc su thdy d6, van c6 kha nang la t6i
nham lan. Nhung t6i khong nghi vay. Dén cong nha t6i réi, muc sw khong
can di xa hon dau, t6i cAm on muc s nhiéu. “

“Ba con vuéng mac & cho 1a thw, ding khong?” t6i hoi khi ba budc qua
cong va cai then.

Ba lo dang nhin toi.

https://thuviensach.vn



“Thw a? O di nhién la thw gia roi. T6i chwa bao gio nghi né la that ca.
Chuc 6ng ngu ngon, muc su Clement.”
Roi ba thoan thoat bwdc trén 16i vao nha, mac toi ditng do6 nhin sitng.

T6i chang hiéu ra lam sao.
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Griselda va Dennis van chwa vé. T6i hiéu ro gio toi theo ba Marple vao nha
don ho vé la chuyén hét sitc binh thwong, nhung ca ba va té6i déu mai cha
tam vao diéu bi mat dén mitc quén bang moi thi.

T6i dang ditng & sanh ngoai, tw héi c6 nén sang bén dy gap vg va chau
minh khéng thi chudng cita reo 1én. T6i budc ra va trong thay mot 1a thv &
hom thw; nghi rang vi n6 ma c6 ngudi goi chudng, toi 1ay thw ra. Tuy nhién
lic dy chudng lai reo lan nita, toi voi nhét 1a thw vao tii 4o r6i m@ ctra chinh.

La dai ta Melchett.

“Chao, Clement. T6i dang trén duwdng tir thi tran vé bang xe hoi. Chi tat
qua tham muc s xem c6 gi uéng khong.”

“Tuyét qua,” toi nbi. “Moi 6ng vao van phong.”

Melchett cdi chiéc 4o khoac da va theo t6i vao phong lam viéc. Téi mang
hai chiéc c6c cung véi whisky va soda dén. Melchett dang chan ding trudc
10 swdi, tay van vé bo ria mép dugc cat tia can than.

“T6i c6 vai tin md&i cho 6ng, muc sw Clement a. Tin dong troi day nhé.
Nhuwng hwgm da. Tinh hinh & day sao r6i? C6 thém ba 1do nao phat hién diéu
gi nita khong?”

“Cac ba ay ctr 1am,” t6i dap. “Co mdt ba cho rang minh da c6 manh m6i.”

“Ba ban Marple cua ching ta hi?”

“La ba Marple, ban chuing ta.”

“Cac ba dy thi bao gio cling twédng minh biét tudt,” dai td Melchett noi, roi
thich tha nham nhi ly whisky.

“Co thé la toi khong nén xen vao viéc nay,” toi noi. “Nhung t6i nghi nén
thdm van thing bé ban ca. Y t6i 1a néu ké giét ngudi di ra bing ctra trude thi
c6 co may cau ta da trong thay han.”
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“Slack da tham van né roi,” Melchett dap. “Nhuwng thang bé khai né
chang nhin thdy ai cd. Khé ma nhin thay lam. Tén sat nhan c6 thé da tim
hiéu k§. O céng trudc nha muc vu lai ¢6 nhiéu bui rdm, nén hin ta c6 thé
quan sat lic nao thi dwong vang ngudi. Thang bé ban ca da ghé lai nhiéu noi
— nha muc vy, nha Haydock r6i nha ba Price Ridley nita, nén tén giét nguoi
rat dé lan tranh n6.”

“Vang, chac la thé,” t6i ndi.

“Mat khac, néu chang may thang Archer bat lwong kia giét nguwoi va Fred
Jackson bat gap han thi toi cling hét sttc ngo phai chang thang bé khai gian.
Archer la ho hang v6i n6 ma.”

“Ong c6 nghi ngd Archer nhiéu khong?”

“A, muc su biét dé, 1o Protheroe da tdn cong Archer rat kich liét. Gitta
hai ngwoi da cé nhiéu tran séng mai. Tinh Protheroe thi khong may nhan
hau khoan dung.”

“Pung vay, 6ng ay la ngwdi rat nhan tam,” t6i noi.

“Y 6i 1a, minh muén séng thi cling phai dé cho ngudi ta séng véi chit,”
Melchett tiép. “Tat nhién luat phap thi phai dau ra dé, khong thé c6 tinh
trang nwong nhe. D6 1a diéu Protheroe khong bao gio lam.”

“Ong ta ludn ty hao vé diéu ay,” toi noi.

ROi ngdp ngirng doi chut, t6i hoi tiép:

“Cai ‘tin dong troi’ ong dinh noi vdi toi la gi?”

“Cha, qua la dong troi. Muc su biét 14 thu Protheroe viét dé khi 6ng ay bi
am sat chu?”

“Vang.”

“Chung t6i da tim dugc mot chuyén gia — dé biét dong chit 6.20 c6 phai
do ban tay khac thém vao khong. Pwong nhién ching t6i giti ca cac mau chir
viét tay cua Protheroe. Va muc sw c6 biét chuyén gia két luan thé nao
khong? La thw ay hoan toan khong phdi do Protheroe viét.”

“Y 6ng la gia mao u?”

“Pung la gia mao. Ho cho rang dong 6.20 lai do mot ngwdi khac nita viét
— nhung ho khong chac chan. Tiéu dé dy dugc viét bang thit muc khac,
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nhung ban than 14 thw 1a gid mao. Protheroe khong hé viét n6.”

“Ho c6 chac chan khong?”

“A, ho qua quyét tram phan trdm. Muc su hiéu thé nao 1a chuyén gia ma!
O, nhung ho ciing chi khing dinh twong d6i thoi.”

“Qua ngac nhién,” t6i no6i r6i swc nhé ra. “Sao ldc ba Protheroe néi rang
nét chit nay khong giong cua chong ba thi toi lai khong lwu y nhi!”

“That vay sao?”

“T6i c& nghi cac ba thwong hay nhan xét ngu ngo thé théi, bai 1€ theo t6i
chac chan 6ng Protheroe da viét bitc thw ay.” Ching t6i nhin nhau. Ro6i t6i
cham rai néi: “That ky la, t6i nay ba Marple ciling bao 1a thw ay la hoan toan
gia mao.”

“Quy tha ma bat cai ba ay, néu chinh ba ta la tha pham thi ba ta cting chi
biét dén thé ma thoi.”

Ngay lic dy chuong dién thoai vang 1én. Tiéng chudng dién thoai ciing
mang yéu to tam ly; Idc nay day né reo dai dang nhu bao hiéu diém gé.

T6i budc dén nhac ong nghe.

“Nha muc vu day,” toi n6i. “Ai & dau day thé?”

Mot giong néi ky la, the thé cuong loan vang 1én:

“T6i mudn xung toi. Lay Chua, t6i muon xwng t0i.”

“A 16, a 16,” t6i n6i. “Xem kia, anh da ngat duong day roi. S6 mdy nao
vay?”

MGt giong ndi ué odi dap rang khong biét, roi xin 16i vi khién t6i bi quay
ray.

T6i gac ong nghe va quay lai ché Melchett:

“Co6 lan 6ng néi minh sé phat dién néu lai c6 thém nguwdi ty nhan minh la
thu pham phai khong?”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Co6 ngwoi muon thu toi... Nhung tong dai da ngat dwong day roi.”

Melchett nhay bo t6i chup lay 6ng nghe.

“Toi sé noi chuyén v6i ho.”
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“Ong goi di, c6 thé s& co hiéu qua d6,” toi néi. “Gid thi toi di day. T6i vira
thoang nghi minh da nhan ra giong ndi nay.”
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T6i hoi ha di vao lang. Ba muwoi mot gio dém, va vao muoi mot gio dém cha
nhat thi ca lang St. Mary Mead da say ngu. Tuy nhién khi di qua, thdy lau
mot con sang den, biét Hawes con thitc nén t6i dirng lai nhan chuong.

Madi mot ldc 1au sau, ba Sadler, chu nha Hawes thué, méi cay cuc thao
xong hai then cai cong, mot sgi day xich va tra khoa vao 0, r6i lom lom nhin
toi mot cach ngo vue, ba kéu lén:

“Sao, la muc su a?”

“Xin chao,” t6i dap. “T6i mudn gap cau Hawes. Thay phong sang dén nén
toi nghi cau ay con thirc.”

“Cling c6 thé. Tt sau lic an tdéi dén gid thi toi khong nhin thay anh ta. T6i
nay anh ta & nha mot minh — khong ra ngoai ma ciing chang cé ai dén tham
ca.”

Toi gat dau r6i lwét qua ba, budc voi 1én cau thang. Hawes thué mot
phong ngt va mét phong khach & lau maot.

T6i budc vao phong khach. Hawes dang ndm ngu say trén chiéc ghé dai,
toi vao ma anh chang hay biét. Bén canh anh la hop thu6c rong va ly nuwéc
da voi mot nira.

Trén san, gan chan trai ctia anh, la mot mau gidy c6 chit bi vo nhau. T6i
nhat 1én va vuot phang. T¢ gidy viét: Muc s Clement kinh mén —

Poc xong thu t6i kéu 1én va dat thw vao tii, roi cii xuéng xem xét Hawes.
Sau d6 cam lay dién thoai dé gan Hawes, t0i goi vé nha muc vu. Chac han
Melchett van con dang c6 truy tim cudc goi, vi tong dai bao may dang ban.
T6i nho ho goi lai cho minh r6i cip may.

T6i 1an vao tui dinh xem lai to gidy vira nhat dwgc, nhung cung lic toi lai
16i ca bitc thw 1ay tir hop thw ma téi chwa kip doc. That khing khiép, 14 thw
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nhin rat quen, vi né cing mot nét chit véi thw nac danh ma t6i nhan dugc
ban chiéu.

Toi boc thu.

T6i doc mot lan — r6i hai lan — ma van khong sao hiéu noi dung.

Toi toan doc lan thi ba thi chudng dién thoai reo. Nhw ngwsi mong du, toi
nhac 6ng nghe:

“Alo.”

“A 10, chao.”

“Ong day a, Melchett?”

“Vang, muc s dang ¢ dau? To6i tim ra c¥ goi r6i. SO6 may la...”

“T6i biét s6 may ay.”

“Q, vay thi t6t qua. Muc su dang goi tir s6 ay phai khong?”

“Pung vay.”

“Viéc xung toi ra sao roi?”

“To6i da nghe thu toi.”

“Y 6ng la da bat dugc hung tht sao?”

Pay la lic t6i cdm thay bi giang xé nhat trong doi. T6i nhin Hawes. Toi
nhin 1a thw bi vo nhau. T6i nhin 14 thw ndc danh viét nguéch ngoac. T6i nhin
chiéc hop rong c6 ghi tén thuéc Cherubim. T6i nhd lai mot cudc néi chuyén
tinh co nao do.

T6i gang guong hét sitc mdi tra 10i:

“T6i — t6i khong biét. Ong nén dén day ngay thi t6t hon.”

Va t6i cho ong ta dia chi.

Sau do6 t6i ngo6i xuong chiéc ghé doi dién véi Hawes va suy nghi.

Toi 6 vén ven hai phit dé lam viéc nay.

Pring hai phit nita, Melchett sé dén.

T6i cam 14 thu nac danh 1én va doc lan thit ba tir dau dén cuoi.

R6i t6i nham mat lai va suy nghi...
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T6i khong ré6 minh da ngo6i do bao lau — thyc té chi vai phat thoi, t6i nght
thé, tuy nhién cam giac nhu thdoi gian trdéi qua vo tan cho dén khi to6i nghe
tiéng m& ctra. Toi quay lai ngwdc 1én va thay Melchett buéc vao phong.

Ong ta nhin chdm chdm Hawes dang say ngt trén ghé roi quay sang tdi:

“Gi vay Clement? Thé nay nghia la sao?”

To6i chon mot trong hai 14 thw dang cam trén tay roi dua cho Melchett.
Ong khé doc thanh tiéng:

MUC SU CLEMENT THAN MEN, - Ddy la didu cuc kp tbi té ma toi
phdi ndi ra. R6t cudc, toi nghi nén viét thu’ cho 6ng, roi sau dé chiing ta
O thé trao doi tiép. Chuyén cd lién quan dén vu bién thu vira qua. Toi
rat lay lam tiéc vi da qua chu quan trong viéc xdc dinh thi pham. Thdt
dau long khi toi phdi két t6i mét muc sw dd duoc thu phong cua nha
tho, nhuwng ro rang toi chi lam vi nhiém vu. Can phdi tritng phat dé lam
guong va...

Melchett nhin t6i do héi. Bén day dong chit tré nén nguéch ngoac khong
doc ra, nhu thé cai chét bat ngd ap dén vdi nguai viét.

Melchett ndng né thé dai r6i nhin Hawes.

“Hoa ra day la 1oi giai dap! Mot nguoi tham chi ching ta khong bao gio
ngo tdi. Vi hoi han nén anh ta méi thu t6i!”

“Gan day cau 4y to ra rat ky qudc,” t6i noi.

Dot nhién Melchett kéu thét 1én dong thoi buwdc voi dén cho nguwdi dang
ngi. Ong ndm ldy vai anh ta, ban dau lay nhé nhe r6i sau d6 cang lic cang
manh dan.

“Hawes khong ngua! Anh ta bi soc thuoc! Chuyén nay nghia la sao?”

Mt 6ng cham phai hop thudc réng. Ong nhit chiéc hop 1én.
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“C6 phai anh ta...?”

“T6i cling nghi vay,” toi dap. “Hom no cdu ay c6 dwa cho téi xem nhitng
thit nay va noi rang dwgc canh bao la khong dung qua liéu. Pay la cach ty
két liéu, anh chang dang thwong. Co 1é d6 la cach tot nhat. Chang ta ciling
khong can phai xét xtr anh ta nita.”

Nhung Melchett treéce hét 1a canh sat trudng. Nhitng 1y 1€ dang 16i cudn
t6i ching may may tac dong dén ong. Ong ta da téom dugc ké sat nhan thi
ong ta muon han phai bi treo co.

Trong tich tac 6ng ta dén bén may dién thoai, lién tuc nhac 1én dap xuéng
ong nghe cho dén khi dwgc ndi may. Ong xin s& bac si Haydock, roi trong
khi cho doi, ong ding lang thinh, tai dan vao may con mat huwéng vé guong
mat rii rugi dang nam trén ghé kia.

“A 16 — a 16 — a 16 — bac sT Haydock phai khong? Bac si dén High
Street ngay lap titc dwoc khong? La trg t& Hawes. Khan cdp... Sao co?... A,
s6 may nao thé?... O, xin 16i nhé.” Ong gac mdy, noi déa:

“Nham s6, nham s6 — Idc nao ciing nham s6! Mot mang nguoi dang treo
lo Ittng trén cai nham 4y. A 16 — c6 n6i may nham sé roi... @ — ding lam
mat thoi gian nita — cho t6i s6 ba muwoi chin — chin chit khong phéi nam.”

Lai mot hoi sét rudt chd dgi — lan nay thi nhanh hon. “A 16 — Haydock
phai khong? La Melchett goi ddy. Ong dén ngay s6 19 High Street duoc
khong? Trg t€ Hawes uong thudc qua liéu. Ngay lap titc nhé, chuyén sinh t
day.”

ROi canh sét tredng gac mdy va non néng sai buwdc quanh phong.

“Clement a, to6i khong hiéu tai sao muc s lai khéng goi bac si ngay? Pau
6c ong dé & dau vay hé troi?!”

May thay Melchett chang bao gid nghi nguwdi khac dam c6 y kién khac
v6&i minh. Thay t6i lang thinh, 6ng ta héi tiép: “Muc su tim thay thw nay &
dau?”

“Bi vo nhau & trén san — ti tay cau ay roi xuéng.”

“La that — ba c0 gia kia da néi ding vé bic thw gia mao ching ta tim
thdy. Lam thé nao ba ta nhan ra nhi? Nhung cai ké khéng huy bic thw thi
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qua la ngu nhw lira. Nghi ma xem — gii n6 lai la bang chitng nguy hiém
nhat!”

“Thé gian luén day mau thuan ma.”

“Néu khong nhw vay thi khong biét bao gid ching ta méi téom dwoc tén
sat nhan! Va s6m muon gi ching cling gay thém chuyén dién r6. Trong 6ng
c6 vé khong dugc khde, muc s Clement a. Ca s6c nay qua nang né v4i ong
phai khong?”

“Pung thé. Nhw t6i da ndéi, nhiéu lic thai d6 cia Hawes that ky qudc,
nhung t6i khong bao gio nghi rang...”

“Ai thé nhi? Cha, c6 tiéng xe hoi.” Ong ta budc dén bén cira s6 ddy khung
kinh Ién r6i nhoai ngwoi ra ngoai. “Phdi, ding la Haydock.”

Mot Itic sau bac si budc vao phong. Chi vai tir ngan gon, Melchett bao sw
tinh.

Haydock khong phai 1a ngudi hay boc 16 cam xtic. Ong chi nhuwén may,
gat dau, roi sai budc vé phia ngudi bénh. Ong bat mach, vach mi mit Hawes
va cham chi nhin vao mat anh ta.

Poan 6ng quay lai chd Melchett.

“Ong muén t6i cttu Hawes dé roi treo c6 anh ta w?” bac si Haydock héi.
“Ong biét do, anh ta sp 1én dwong roi, du sao thi... Téi khong biét minh c6
thé ctu anh ta dugc khong.”

“Con nudc con tat.”

“R0.”

Béc si loay hoay v&i hop thudc mang theo, chuan bi mot liéu thudc tiém
dwdi da va tiém vao canh tay Hawes. Ro6i 6ng dirng 1én:

“T6t nhat 1a nén dwa cau dy dén Much Benham — dén bénh vién & dé.
Giup t0i mot tay dwa anh ta xuong xe nao.”

Ca hai ching t6i xim vao khiéng phu. Khi Haydock ngo6i vao tay lai, 6ng
ném vé phia sau 16i binh pham:

“Ong khong thé treo 6 tro t& Hawes duge dau, 6ng biét ddy Melchett a.”

“Ong dinh néi 13 anh ta khong thé héi phuc chit gi?”
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“Cé thé dugc ma cling c6 thé khong. Y toi khong phai vay, ma 1a ngay ca
néu cau ay hoi phuc — thi con nguwdi bat hanh nay cling khong phai chiu
trach nhiém vé hanh vi ctia minh. T6i sé lam chitng nhw thé.”

“Ong ta dinh néi gi thé nhi?” Melchett héi khi chiing tdi tré 1én 1au.

Toi gidi thich rang Hawes bi chithg hon mé vi viém nao.

“Bénh buon nga ha? Thoi budi nay ldc nao ngudi ta cling tim ra 1y do
bién minh cho moi hanh vi ban thiu, muc sw c6 dong y khong?”

“Khoa hoc gitp chiing ta hiéu biét nhiéu diéu.”

“Khoa hoc cai con khi — xin 16i muc su Clement, nhwng tat ca nhitng tro
mau me diéu bo dy lam t6i by'c minh. Tinh t6i von ngay thang. Cha, t6i nghi
ching ta nén nhin quanh mot chut xem sao.”

Nhung ngay luc dé cau chuyén gitta chung t6i bi gian doan — mot cach
dang kinh ngac. Ctra bat mé va ba Marple buéc vao phong.

Mat ba trng hong vi phan khich, va c6 vé ba nhan ra ching t6i dang ling
ting.

“Xin tht 16i — v0 cung xin 16i — vi khong m&i ma dén — xin chao dai ta
Melchett. T6i hét sitc xin 16i, nhiwng nghe tin trg té€ Hawes bi bénh, t6i nghi
minh phai dén xem c6 gitup dwoc gi khong.”

Ba ngap nging. Dai ta Melchett buc tirc nhin ba cham cham.

“Ba tt t€ qua, ba Marple,” 6ng ta noéi coc 16c. “Nhung chang cé viéc gi
phién dén ba ca. Ma nay, lam sao ba biét dwgc?”

D6 chinh la diéu t6i dang n6ng 1ong muon hai!

“La do dién thoai,” ba Marple giai thich. “Ho qua bat can n6i nham may,
diung khong? Ban dau 6ng goi t6i ma ngd toi la bac si Haydock. S6 may ctia
toi la ba lam.”

“A, ra thé!” tdi thét 1én. Bao gid ciing c6 16i giai thich hoan toan t6t dep
va hgp 1y cho su thong tué cua ba Marple.

“Thé nén t6i dén day xem c6 gi can giup khong.”

“Ba that qua tot bung,” Melchett 1dp lai, tham chi con lanh nhat hon.
“Nhung chang c6 viéc gi ma lam cd. Haydock dwa Hawes dén bénh vién
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N 99

r0i.

“Pén bénh vién that u? Toi nghe ma nhe ca nguwoi! Vao bénh vién sé rat
an toan cho cau ay. Khi 6ng bao ‘khéng cé viéc gi ma lam’, ong khong dinh
néi 1a khong can giip tro t&€ Hawes day chit? Ong khong dinh noéi 1a cau dy
sé khong binh phuc chi?”

“Khong c6 gi chac chan cd,” t6i noi.

Ba Marple lwét mat qua hop thuoc.

“Chac cau ay dung thudc qua liéu phai khong?” ba hoi.

Melchett chac muén gitt kin viéc nay, toi nghi thé, con t6i co 1€ khac hon.
Nhung cudc tranh ludn véi ba Marple vé vu an van con nguyén trong tam tri
toi khién toi lai dong quan diém vdi 6ng ta, mac du phdi thira nhan rang toi
hoi kho chiu vi céi 16i nhanh nhau xuat hién va ca théi to mo ham haé cua ba
cO nay.

“T6t nhat ba nén xem cai nay,” toi n6i doan dwa ba xem 14 thw viét dé cua
ong Protheroe. Ba cam 1ay doc ma khong té vé gi ngac nhién.

“Ba da luan ra diéu gi r6i, ding khong nao?” toi hoi.

“Vang — vang, ding thé. Muc su c6 thé cho t6i biét dwgc khong, vi sao
t6i nay ong lai dén day? Do la diéu khién t6i suy nghi rat lung. Ca muc su va
dai ta Melchett — t6i khong sao nghi ra dugc.”

Toi giai thich vé ca dién thoai, va rang toi nghi minh nhan ra giong cuda
Hawes. Ba Marple tram ngam gat gu.

“Rat thu vi. Hét sitc may man — c6 thé néi nhw thé. Vang, ct dién thoai
dy da dwa muc su dén day kip thoi.”

“Kip thoi viéc gi ma@i dwgc?” toi chuwa chat hoi.

Ba Marple t6 vé ngac nhién.

“Tat nhién la kip thoi citu trg té Hawes roi.”

“Ba khong nghi la néu Hawes khong tinh lai thi sé t6t hon sao? Tot hon
cho cau dy va ca cho moi ngudi. Gio day ching t6i da tim ra sy that va...”

Toi dirng phat lai — vi ba Marple lai gat gu mot cach dit doi khac thuwong
khién t6i lac mach quén bang minh dang néi gi.
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“Di nhién, di nhién dé la diéu han ta muén muc s nghi!” ba néi. “Rang
muc su da biét ra sy that — va nhu thé 1a tét cho tat cd moi ngudi, 6 ding
roi, moi thit déu rat an khép véi nhau — bire thw, viéc uong thuéc qua liéu,
trang thai tinh than cuda trg té Hawes dang thwong va 1oi thu t0i cia cau ay.
Moi thit déu trung khép — nhung déu sai ca... ”

Chung t6i tr6 mat nhin ba.

“Bai thé t6i m&i mirng cho trg té Hawes duwgc an toan — trong bénh vién
— noi khong ai c6 thé dén gan cau ay dy dwoc. Néu trg té Hawes binh phuc,
cau ay sé noi hét sy that véi muc su.”

“Syr that u?”

“Phai — rang cau ay chwa hé dong dén mot sgi toc trén dau ong
Protheroe.”

“Nhung ct dién thoai — bitc thw — thudc qua liéu,” t6i néi. “Moi thit da
ro rang.”

“P¢ 1a hdn muén muc sw nghi thé. Oi, hdn qua rat khon ngoan! Gift lai 14
thu va dung né kiéu nay thi thue sy qua doi khon ngoan.”

“Ba bao ‘han’, nghia la sao?”

“Y t6i la tén sat nhan,” ba Marple dap.

Roi ba lang lang noi tiép:

“T6i mudn n6i 6ng Lawrence Redding...”
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30

Chung t6i trd6 mat nhin ba Marple. Trong mot phtt bat chgt ching t6i nghi
ba da hoa ro6 bdi 16i budc tdi qua phi ly.

Dai td Melchett 1a ngudi dau tién 1én tiéng. Ong to ra lich sy pha chuit
thvong hai:

“That vo 1y, ba Marple. Ong Redding hoan toan vo t6i ma.”

“Pwong nhién roi,” ba Marple néi. “Moi viéc da dugc y lo liéu ca.”

“Ngugc lai thi c6,” giong dai td Melchett lanh tanh. “Cau ay da co hét stc
dé ty t6 giac chinh minh.”

“Pung,” ba Marple dap. “Y da khién ching ta tin nhuw thé, nhat 1a toi.
Chac 6ng con nhg, thva muc sw Clement, viéc Redding di dau tha da khién
toi vO cung strng s6t. Moi suy luan cua t6i khi ay tré nén roi ram va tham chi
toi con tin rang y thuc sy v6 toi — ngay khi ban than t6i da doan chac tha
pham khong ai khac hon la y.”

“Vay nguoi ba nghi ngo la Lawrence Redding sao?”

“Theo ly thuyét thi d6 ludn la ké it ai ngd dén nhat. Nhung téi thdy quy
luat d6 chang ding teo nao khi 4p dung vao thuc té. Cling nhw l1ong quy mén
cua toi danh cho phu nhan Protheroe cting khong giup t6i tranh dwoc phai di
dén két luan rang ba dy hoan toan bi Redding giat day dang sau va sé lam
bat ¢t diéu gi y xui bay. Va hién nhién la y chang phai loai dan 6ng san sang
cao chay xa bay vGi mot ngwoi dan ba khong xu dinh tdi. Trong tham tam vy,
viéc khién dai ta Protheroe bién mat khéi thé gian nay la can thiét — vay
nén y khi 6ng ta. Bung la cai thé loai trai to banh ma v6 dao ddc!”

Dai td Melchett sau may lan so6t rudt khit mdi da bat dau nhang xi 1én:

“Ngdé ngan hét sitc! Cac hoat dong cua Redding da hoan toan duwgc xac
minh cho dén 6 gio 45 phit, va Haydock ciing n6i rang 6ng Protheroe khong
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thé bi giét vao ldac dy. T6i nghi ba ludn ty tin rang minh thong thai hon ca
bac si. Hay ba lai nghi ngd Haydock c6é y khai gian — sao vay ha troi?”

“T6i nghi chitng ct cia bac si Haydock hoan toan chuan xac bagi ong dy la
ngwoi rat chinh trye. Va tat nhién, phu nhan Protheroe méi chinh la nguoi
ban chét ngai dai t& — chit khong phai Redding.”

Mot lan nita ching toi lai tr6 mat nhin ba. Ba c6 Marple hét chinh lai cai
khan ren trum dau dén tdm khan choang bong phu trén vai réi nhe nhang
‘1én 16p’ chiing to6i bang luan diéu dang kinh ngac nhat theo cach ty nhién
nhat trén doi.

“Toi nghi gio 1a ltc nén noi ra diéu nay. Niém tin ciia mot c4 nhan — cho
du c6 vitng vang dén mitc an sau vao ca nhan thitc di nita thi cling khong thé
sanh bang chitng cit. Trw khi ca nhan dé c6 10i giai thich khép vaéi tat ca cac
dit kién (nhw t6i da noéi v6i muc su Clement luc t6i), thi anh ta khéng thé
dwa ra bat ky két luan nao. Va 10i giai thich ctia t6i cling chwa day da — con
thiéu mot chi tiét — nhwng bat ngd ngay lic roi van phong ctia muc sw
Clement, t6i chgt nhan ra dau ban tay trén chau hoa bén ctta s6 — va — a
— thi ra la thé! Moi viéc da ro nhu ban ngay!”

“Pién — dién qua ro6i,” Melchett thi thao vdi t6i. Nhung ba Marple lai
than nhién twoi cwdi nhin chiing t6i va tiép tuc cat giong nhe nhang day quy
phai:

“T6i thwe sy khong muon tin vao suy luan ctia minh — hoan toan khong
muon. Bédi 1€ t6i rat quy ca hai nguwdi bon ho. Nhung nhan tinh thé thai la
vay do. Ban dau, khi y ta r6i ba ay déu lan lwgt nhan t0i theo cai cach ngay
ngo nhat, long t6i thdy nhe nhom hon bao gio hét. T6i da lam. R6i t6i bat
dau nghi dén nhitng nguwdi khac c6 dong co mudn giét dai ta Protheroe.”

“Co dén bay nghi can!” t6i lam bam.

Ba nhin t6i mim cuwoi:

“Chinh xac. Trong s6 d6 cé Archer — c6 vé khong diung, nhung cau ta
nghién ruegu (ma rugu vao thi dé noéi doda, ai biét duge!) Va tat nhién cé6 c6
hau Mary nha muc sw. C6 nay tinh khi that thwong, lai dan diu v&i Archer
1au nay. C6 ca dong co lan thdi co — vi sao, vi ldc ay trong nha muc vu chi
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c6 minh c6 ta! Ba lao Archer cling c6 thé l1dy stung tir nha Redding dwa cho
mot trong hai nguwdi bon ho. Va roi ca Lettice nita — con bé khao khat dugc
tw do cling nhu ¢6 tai sdn dé song theo y minh. T6i tirng biét nhiéu tredng
hop quy c6 xinh dep va tao nha nhat ciing chinh la nhitng ké bat chap luan
thwong dao 1y khong chiit do dw — mac du chang cé quy ong nao chiu tin
nhw vay ca.”

T6i nhiu may.

“Roi dén chuyén cai vot tennis,” ba Marple noi tiép.

“Céi vot tennis u?”

“Vang, cai vot ma con hau Clara nha ba Price Ridley nhin thay trén bai c6
gan cong nha muc vu dy. N6 cho thdy cau Dennis da rdi cudc choi tennis
sdm hon so vdi 10i khai ctia minh. May cau trai tudéi mwoi sau thuong hay
chap choang lic thé nay khi thé kia vy ma. Cho du dong co la gi di nita —
vi bénh virc muc s hay vi Lettice di nita thi van c6 kha nang. Roi tat nhién
c6 trg té Hawes t0i nghiép v&i ca muc sw nita — tat nhién khong phai hai
nguoi cung lic — ma hodc nguoi nay hodc nguai kia, néi nhu gigi luat su.”

“T6i sao?” Toi kéu 1én day kinh ngac.

“A vang. Téi xin 16i — that ra t6i khong bao gi® nghi vdy — nhung di c6
chuyén tién quy bi béc hoi. Thi pham danh cap s6 tién chi c6 thé 1a muc sw
hodc Hawes, nhung ba Price Ridley thi lai di la ca bong gi6 véi ca lang rang
chinh l1a muc sw — bdi vi moi khi bi chdt van chuyén ay thi muc sw luon
phan tng dit d6i. Hién nhién, ban than t6i luén doan chac tha pham chinh la
Hawes — cau ay lu6n khién t6i nhé t6i ngwoi choi dan 6ng bat hanh ma t6i
tirng ké. Nhung du sao thi cling khong thé hoan toan chac chan...”

“Rang dau la nhan tinh thé thai,” t6i dit khoat két cau.

“Chinh xac. Tiép theo, c6 ca Griselda dang mén nita.”

“Nhung phu nhan Clement hoan toan vo can,” Melchett cat ngang. “Ba ay
tr@ vé trén chuyén tau sau gio' nam muwoi phut kia ma.”

“La ba dy noi thé,” ba Marple bat lai. “Pitng bao gid tin vao 10i noi
suong. Chuyén tau sau gio nam muwoi phit t6i hom do6 tré dén nhitng nira
tiéng dong ho. Vay ma lic bdy gio muwdi lam thi chinh mat toi lai thay ba ay
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chuan bi di dén Old Hall. Nghia la ba ay da bat chuyén tau sém hon dé vé
day. bung la t6i da trong thay ba dy; nhung c6 1€ muc s cling biét chit?”

Ba nhin t6i do héi. Cai nhin day uy lwc ctia ba thoéi thic toéi dwa ra bire thw
ndc danh ma toi vira m& doc cach day khong l1au. Trong thw ghi r6 Griselda
bi bat gap roi khoi nha Lawrence Redding bang ctta sau ldc sau gio hai muoi
phtt vao cai ngay dinh ménh ay.

Tam tri bi vdy ham bd&i m6i nghi ngo khung khiép, t6i lang thinh. M6i
ngo vire ay da dén vaéi t6i nhi mot chubi ac mong — tir moi quan hé tang tiu
tredc day gitta Griselda va Redding, dén viéc no lot vao tai dai tad Protheroe
dé roi 6ng ta thic ép t6i phai chdp nhan sy that — r6i viéc Griselda liéu linh
trom khau sting va budc Protheroe phai cam hong. Nhu t6i n6i — chi la con
ac mong — nhwng trong may phut dai dang dac nay twéng nhw dang thanh
si that kinh hoang.

T6i chang biét lieu ba Marple c6 chut nghi hodc nao vé tat cad nhitng
chuyén nay hay khong. Chic hin ba ay sé nghi. It c6 chuyén gi qua néi mit
ba.

Ba trd lai toi birc thw va khé gat dau.

“Ca lang ai ciling biét chuyén dé,” ba néi. “Va c6 vé dang ngo that, ding
khong? Nhat 1a ba Archer khi bi tham van da thé rang lac ba ta roi nha
Redding vao budi tria thi khau sting van con & trong nha.”

Ba ngap ngtrng do6i chit roi noi tiép:

“Nhung toi dang bi lac dé mat r6i. Biéu t6i mudn n6i — va toi tin do la
nghia vu cua béan than t6i — la dwa ra 10i giadi cua riéng minh. Néu cac 6ng
khong tin — a, thi t0i cling da lam hét sitc. Nhung trede khi néi ra thi téi
van chi mong sao diéu nay sé citu dugc mang song cua trg té Hawes dang
thuvong.”

Ba lai ngung, va khi néi tiép thi ba doi giong. Bét hoi tiéc va thém kién
quyét.

“Pay 1a giai thich caa tdi vé toan bd vu an. Am muu giét ngudi nay da
dugc 1én ké hoach chi tiét vao khoang xé trwa ngay tht nam. DPau tién
Lawrence Redding ghé sang nha muc s vi biét 6ng di vang. Han mang sting
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theo va giau vao chdu cay canh ctra hong. Khi muc su tré vé, Lawrence giai
thich sy c6 mat ctia minh bang cach tuyén b6 han da quyét dinh roi bo noi
nay. Dén nam gio rudi, han gid giong phu ni* goi cho muc su tir khu nha &
Ctra Bac (cac vi cling biét trinh dién xuat tay ngang cua Redding kha nhw
thé nao).

“Ba Protheroe va chong cling vira 1én dwong vao lang. Va — diéu ky la
héng phong lam viéc noi ngai dai td xau s6 dang ngbi ¢ ban viét thw cho
muc su. Chung ta déu biét 6ng ay bi diéc. Ba ta 1ay sting dé san trong chau,
dén sau lung dai ta ban vao dau 6ng dy r6i virt sung va nhanh nhw chép chay
ra ngoai, bang qua vuon xudng xwéng vé. Hau nhv ai cting nghi khong da
thoi gian dé lam viéc do6!”

“Nhung con phat sing?” dai td Melchett phan doi. “Ba dau c6 nghe thay
tiéng no?”

“Duya theo nhitng truyén trinh tham ma to6i thu thap duwgc thi c6 mot phat
minh md&i goi la 6ng gidm thanh Maxim. T6i ty hoi phai chang tiéng hat hoi
ma c6 hau Clara nghe dwoc chinh la tiéng sting? Nhung diéu dé khong quan
trong. Phu nhan Protheroe gap Redding & xwéng vé, ho cung vao trong, va
— doi la thé, téi so ho nhan ra t6i sé khong roi khu vweon cho dén khi ho
chua trd ra!”

Chuwra bao gi¢ t6i cam thay thich ba Marple nhw lic nay, khi ba nhan dinh
mot cach hai hudc vé nhuge diém caa minh.

“Khi trd ra, thai do cua ho tw nhién va hén hé. Va dé chinh la sai 1am, vi
néu ho thyc sy da dit tinh v6i nhau nhuw dang gia vo thi trong ho phai hoan
toan khac. Nhung ro6i moi ngudi thay do, ho da dé 16 so hd. Pon gian chi to
ra dau kho mot chit ho cling khong dam. Béi 1é trong mudi phiit tiép theo
ay, ho mai lo nguy tao cho minh cai goi la bang chitng ngoai pham, t6i nghi
thé. Cudi cung, Redding dén nha muc vu va nan & lai dé cang lau cang tot.
Co6 thé y da thdy muc su dang di trén dwong mon tit xa nén c6 co hoi dé tinh
toan thoi gio mot cach hop ly nhat. Y ta 1dy di khau sing va 6ng giam thanh,
dé lai 14 thu gia mao dugc viét bang loai muc khac béi mot nét chir khac. bé
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khi bi phanh phui thi né sé gidng nhw mot man vai thwa che mat thanh day
vung vé nham do6 t6i cho Anne Protheroe.

“Nhuwng khi dé lai thw, y lai nhin thay 1a thu that do dai ta Protheroe dang
viét dd — la diéu y khong ngo t6i. La nguoi rat thong minh, khi nhan thay 1a
thuw sé c6 1gi cho minh, y ta cuébm né luon. Tiép dén y chinh dong ho cho
khép véi véi gio ghi trén thw — nén nhé dong ho dy bao gio cling chay
nhanh muoi lam phit. Ciling v6i y d6 huwéng moi nghi ngd vao phu nhan
Protheroe. R6i y bo di, gap muc sw ngoai cong va vao vai mot nguwoi dang
quan tri. Nhu t6i da néi, y ta tinh khon lam. Mot ké vira pham t6i thi sé lam
gi? Tat nhién ké ay sé cd cuw xir mot cach ty nhién. Vay nén Redding khong
lam thé. Y ta phi tang cai 6ng giam thanh nhung van xach khau sing dén
don canh sat va ltra tat ca ching ta bang mot man kich tw thd cwc ky hoan
hdo.”

Co diéu gi dob hét strc 16i cuén & cach ba Marple tom tat toan b6 vu an. Sy
doan chac trong titng cau ndi cua ba khién cho chiing t6i cdm thay t6i ac
nhat dinh da xdy ra ding nhw vay chit khong thé khac hon.

“Con tiéng sung phat ra tit khu rirtng thi sao?” t6i thac mac. Liéu do c6
phai la s truing hgp ngau nhién ma ba néi lic t6i khong?”

“Chua oi, khong hé!” ba Marple lac dau nguay ngudy. “Pé khong phai la
trung hop — khong hé, ma hoan toan c6 y dé nguoi khac nghe dwgc — néu
khong thi phu nhan Protheroe van bi tiép tuc nghi ngd. Vé chuyén Redding
da lam diéu d6 nhw thé nao thi to6i khong ro, nhwng t6i biét néu mdot lwgng
16n acid picric roi xudng dat thi n6 sé phat nd, va muc sw kinh mén, chac
ong con nhd minh da bat gap Redding khuén ra ti trong ritng mot tang da,
ding & vi tri 6ng nhdt dugc manh tinh thé sau d6. Quy 6ng that khon ngoan
dan xép moi thit — tir hon da duogc treo lo lttng trén cdc manh tinh thé dén
ngoi no hen gid — y toi l1a céi kip n6 cham! Kip ay phdi mat khoang hai
muoi phut dé phan 16i bén trong chay hét — r6i phat n6 vao ding sau gio ba
muoi phit, ngay lic han ta va phu nhan Protheroe rgi xwdng vé tredc mat
moi ngwdi. Mot mwu ké rat an toan vi thi ¢6 thé bi phat hién sau do chi la
mot hon da by chang! Tuy vay Redding van mu6n x6a n6 di — thi y bi muc
su bat gap.”
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“T6i tin la ba n6i dang,” téi thot 1én, chgt nhd vé mat sing sot cua
Lawrence khi bat ngd cham madt t6i hom no. Hanh dong ay khi d6 trong
cling binh thwong, nhung gio thi...

Ba Marple c6 1é doc dwgc y nghi cda t6i nén tinh y gat dau: “Phai, chac
han ta rat hoang khi bat ngg gap muc s lic d6. Tuy vay han van khéo che
day — v& nhw dang dem tang da do vé cho khu veon da cuaa t6i. Chi la...”
Ba Marple d6t nhién dan giong. “N6 lai khong cung loai v&i mdy vién da
trong vuron cda toi. Va diéu do6 da dan t6i di ding hwéng!”

Dai td Melchett nhw hoéi tinh sau mét lic ng6i ngan nguwdi ra tir ndy gio.
Ong hét khit miii lién tuc dén béi r6i thé phi pho 16i thét 1én:

“Oi chao, that hét néi néi! Hét noi néi!”

Ong ta cha y kién y ¢d gi thém ngoai by nhiéu dé nita. Toi nghi c6 1& 6ng
cling nhw t6i da qua an twong vdi nhitng két luan cyc ky logic cta ba
Marple. Tuy nhién ltic nay éng van chwa san sang thtra nhan. Thay vao do,
ong xoe tay cam la the nhau nhi Ién va quat:

“Kha lam. Nhung ba dinh giai thich thé nao veé viéc trg té Hawes day! Ro
rang cau ta goi dién dau thi ma!”

“Pung vay, viéc do ding la Chua sap dat. La do bai Phiic am ctia muc sw
day, khong con nghi ngo gi nita. Thwa muc suw, ngai da c6 mot bai giang ddc
biét xuat sac. Chac chan n6 da tdc dong manh mé dén Hawes khién ciu ay
khong thé kim long va phai thd nhan — viéc bién thu tién quy cta gido xi.”

“Sao?”

“Vang — cling nhd Chua Troi chd che ma cau ay dwgc citu mang. (Toi
tin la cttu dwgc, vi bac si Haydock rat tai giéi.) Nhu t6i néi lic ndy, Redding
da gitt 14 thu nay (viéc lam kha mao hiém, nhung t6i cho rang y giau n6 &
noi nao do6 an toan) chd dén khi y xac minh ré ngwoi duwoc dé cap trong thw
la ai. ROi y s6m biét ngudi do chinh 1a Hawes. T6i tin la t6i qua y da tr@ lai
day va @ lai kha 1au vdi cdu ay. T6i cling ngd rang chinh y da danh trdo vién
thudc, r6i 1én bo 14 thu vao bo ao 1€ cua Hawes. Chang trai tré toi nghiép do
sé v6 tinh nudt vién thudc oan nghiét — moi diéu cau ta biét cling sé bi chon
theo xuéng mo6. Va khi 1a thv duge tim thdy, moi nguwdi sé nhanh chéng di
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dén két luan 1a chinh Hawes da sat hai dai ta Protheroe roi tuw két lieu minh
vi qua an nan héi han. Béan than toi cling nghi rang Hawes phat hién 1a thw
ngay sau khi vira uéng vién thudc chét nguwdoi kia. Pang trong tinh trang bat
on nén diéu 4y v6i Hawes han siéu nhién kinh hai lam, thém vao dé la bai
Phtic am ctia muc su day, da khién cau ay phai thu nhan tat ca.”

“Khong tin noi, khong sao tin noi!” dai td Melchett néi. “Bat thwong hét
stecl T6i... T6i khong tin chut nao!”

Loi tuyén bo cta ngai dai ta chwa bao gio thiéu sitc thuyét phuc nhw lic
nay. Cé 1é chinh minh ciing thay thé nén éng noi tiép:

“Vay ba co6 thé giai thich vé cudc goi cho ba Price Ridley tir nha cua
Redding khong?”

“A!” ba Marple néi. “Cai d6 méi 1a sy tring hgp ngau nhién. Griselda
than mén la nguwdi da goi cudc dién thoai d6 — ba ay vGi Dennis, theo
phong doan cuda t6i. Hai bac chau ho nghe duwgc 16i don vé muc sw ma ba
Price Ridley di réu rao, va ho nghi ra cach (hoi bi tré con) hong bit mém ba
ta lai. Trung hgp & cho cudc goi do lai xdy ra cung lic véGi phat sung ‘dom’
trong rirng, khién hai viéc trén dugc xem c6 lién quan dén nhau.

T6i chot nhé rang nhitng ai c6 dé cap dén phat sing d6 déu néi rang am
thanh ctia n6 hoi-bi-khac so véi tiéng sung binh thwong. Ho da ding. Chi la
ho khong biét phai gidi thich cai sw ‘khac’ d6 nhu thé nao théi.

Dai td Melchett hang giong:

“Nhitng suy luan cua ba rat hgp ly, ba Marple a. Tuy nhién, cho phép t6i
lIru y rang chang c6 chitng ct nao ca.”

“T6i hiéu,” ba Marple dap. “Nhung ong tin do 1a sy that, ding khong?”

Ngap ngtrng mot lic, dai td mién cwdng tra 10i:

“Phai, t6i tin. Me kiép, moi chuyén chi c6 thé dién ra nhw thé. Nhuwng lai
khong c6 chitng cit — m6t mau cling khong.”

“Ciling chinh vi vay ma t6i nghi — trong trvong hgp nay...” ba Marple
dang hang, “c6 thé...”

“Lam sao?”

“Cé thé tinh dén viéc giang bay.”
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Dai ta Melchett va t6i lai nhin ba cham cham:

“Bay a? Bay gi méi dugc chit?”

Ba Marple trong hoi thiéu tw tin, nhwng r6 rang ba da c6 san ké hoach:

“Chang han nhr Redding nhan dugc m6t cudc goi canh bao.”

Dai ta Melchett mim cuoi:

“‘L0 roi, chuon mau!’ Diéu ké nay da cli mem, ba Marple a. Khong phai
vi n6 kém hiéu qua, ma vi thang cha Redding qua lau ca nén kho bi sap bay
lam.”

“Thi minh phai cé cach riéng, t6i hiéu chi,” ba Marple noéi. “T6i dé nghi
— chi la dé nghi thoi nhé — rang nguwdi canh bao cho han ta phai 1a nguai bi
xem la cé cai nhin khac thwong vé vu an nay. Nhitng ai ti'ng néi chuyén véGi
Haydock déu thay rang ong ay nhin nhan vu an mang theo mot géc canh
khac nguoi ta. Giad st bac si ndi béng gi6 rang c6 ai d6 — ba Sadler hoac
mot trong may dita nho nha ba ay chang han — da tinh c& chitng kién vu
trao thuéc — a, néu Redding vo tdi thi di nhién 16i bong gié ay chang hé han
gi vdi y, nhung néu nguwoc lai thi...”

“Néu nguoc lai thi sao?”

“A, thi c6 18 y sé dai dot ma manh dong lan nita.”

“Va r6i ty tra tay vao cong. Co6 vé kha thi d6. Ba qua la da muu tiec tri, ba
Marple! Nhung lieu Haydock c6 chiu gitp ching ta khong? Ba vira noi cach
nhin cua 6ng ay...”

Ba Marple vui vé ngat 16i ngai dai ta:

“Q, d6 chi 1a ly thuyét thdi, con thuc tién lai hoan toan khéc, ding khong?
Nhwng du sao 6ng ay cling dang & day, ta c6 thé hoi ong dy thit xem sao.”

https://thuviensach.vn



Haydock kha kinh ngac khi thdy ba Marple dang & cung véi chiing toi.
Trong ong mét moi va pho phac.

“Suyt chuat nita thi khong kip cttu,” ong noi. “That la chi manh treo
chudng. Nhung cdu dy sé hoi phuc. Trach nhiém cta bac si la phdi cttu song
bénh nhan va t6i da lam thé, nhung t6i sé vui hon néu t6i khong citu duoc
cau ta.”

“Ong c6 thé nghi khéac sau khi nghe nhitng gi bon tdi s&p néi véi ong
day,” Melchett noi.

Ngan gon va suc tich, canh sat trwdng truyén dat lai gia thuyét ctia ba
Marple vé vu an cho bac si nghe, va két thic bang 10i dé nghi caa ba.

Chung t6i sau d6 duwgc tan mat chitng kién sy khac biét gitra 1y thuyét va
thye tién ma ba Marple néi. Thai d6 bac si Haydock dwong nhw thay doi
hoan toan. T6i nghi chac 6ng 4y con muén Redding bi béu dau luon, khong
phai vi viéc muwu sat dai ta Protheroe khién 6ng cam ghét han ta ma vi vu tan
cong Hawes xau so.

“Quan vo lai chét tiét,” Haydock chtti. “D6 khon nan trgi danh thanh
dam! Kho than Hawes, cdu ta con me va em gai nita kia ma! No6i nhuc la
nguwoi nha cia mét ké sat nhan sé deo bam ho su6t doi, thir nghi ho sé dau
dén kho sd ra sao! Tat ca chi vi tro ném da gidu tay hén ha kia!”

Con thinh no di* doi dé cho t6i thady mot con ngwdi cye ky nhan van vira
dugc thice tinh trong ong.

“Néu day la sy that thi cac vi c6 thé tin & t6i,” Haydock n6i. “Thang khén
ay khong dang song nita. Ham hai ngwoi khong c6 kha nang ty vé nhw
Hawes u!”

Bat ky ké khon kho nao cling c6 thé tin cay vao sy thwong cam cua bac si
Haydock. Ong hdm hé ban bac ké hoach chi tiét v6i dai td& Melchett trong
khi ba Marple ditng ddy va t6i nai ni dwa ba dy vé nha.

“Ong that t¥ t&, muc sw Clement,” ba Marple néi trong lic chiing t6i dao
bwdc trén con dudng ving vé. “Oi trdi, dd hon mudi hai gio, toi hy vong gid
nay Raymond da di ngu cht khong thirc cho t6i.”

“Lé ra Raymond nén cung di v6i ba,” toi noi.
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“T6i khong cho né biét minh di dau ca,” ba Marple dap.

To6i mim cuwoi khi nhé lai khd nang phan tich vu an day tai tinh cta
Raymond West.

“Néu nhu nhitng suy luan ctia ba ma ding that — ban than t6i khong nghi
ngo gi vé viéc ay, thi ba sé ghi ban v4i chau minh nhiéu 1am nhé.”

Ba Marple ciing nhoén miéng cudi — mot nu cwdi day khoan dung.

“T6i nhd ba di Fanny cua toi titng c6 mot cau cham ngén. Hoi ay tdi mai
muoi sau tudi nén téi da nghi cau do cue ky vé van.”

“Cau do6 nhu thé nao?” t6i héi.

“Ba di thwong noi: ‘Nguwoi tré nghi rang nguwoi gia la xuan ngbc, nhung
ngwoi gia thi lai biét rang ngwoi tré méi dung la dai kho!’”
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Ciing khong con gi dé ké thém. Ké hoach ctia ba Marple da thanh cong.
Lawrence Redding khong phai la ngwoi vo toi, va man kich bong gié vé
nhan chitng vu trdo thuéc cling da lira duge y dai dét ‘dong thu’. Bung la
tam dia xau xa thi c6 Iic phai 16 chan twéng.

Hién nhién la han da bi dat vao thé bi dong. To6i nghi y dinh dau tién thoi
thic, y chinh 1a cao chay xa bay. Nhung con dong pham cta minh nita, y
khong thé chuén di ma khong néi 10i nao véi ba ta, va y cling khong dam
cho dén sang. Vay la dém hom do hai trong s6 nhitng canh sat man can nhat
cda dai td Melchett da 1én theo y dén Old Hall. Redding ném hon so6i vao
ctra sO phong ctia Anne Protheroe hong danh thitc ba ta day va thi tham khan
nai ba ta ra ngoai dé no6i chuyén. Khong mat chit hoai nghi, ho nghi nhw vay
sé an toan hon & trong nha — vi sg lam Lettice tinh gidc. Nhung vi thé hai
vién canh sat kia cling nghe duwgc hét toan bo cudc néi chuyén cua ho. Va
khong con nghi ngo gi nita. Ba Marple bugc tdi hoan toan dung.

Phién toa xét xi* Lawrence Redding va Anne Protheroe tr¢ thanh dé tai
dwoc moi ngwoi ban tan. Toi khong c6 y dinh di sau vao chuyén d6 ma chi
sé noi dén viéc vu an da danh béng tén tudi ctia Thanh tra Slack, ‘ngudi da
dem tdi ac ra tredc anh sang cong ly bang nhiét tam va tri tué ctia minh’. Tat
nhién chang ai dé cap dén cong lao cua ba Marple cd. Ban than ba ay chac
cling dang kho chiu vé viéc do6 lam.

Lettice dén gdp t6i trwdc phién xir. CO gai than sac nhgt nhat, than tho
nhin ra cita s6 van phong. C6 noéi rang tredc gio' cd ludn tin chac me ké ctia
minh la dong 16a. Viéc mat cai mi béré vang chi la 1y do dé c6 vao van
phong tim kiém ma th6i. Dau hy vong hdo huyén, c6 lu6n mong tim dwgc
manh mo6i nao dé ma canh sat da bé sot.
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“Muc su biét khong, ho khéng ghét ba ta nhu con,” Lettice mo mang noi.
“Va sy thu ghét khién moi viéc trd nén dé dang hon cho ta.”

That vong vi két qua diéu tra cia minh, c6 bé da c6 tinh dé chiéc hoa tai
ctia Anne gan ban viét.

“Vi con biét thu pham chinh la ba ta nén viéc dé ciing dau hé han gi! Coi
nhw nhat c lwong tién thoi. Chinh ba ta da giét bé con.”

T6i khé thé dai. Lubn c6 nhitng diéu ma mot nguwdi bi khiém khuyét vé
madt dao dirc nhu Lettice sé khong bao gio nhan ra.

“Gio con dinh sé lam gi ha Lettice?” toi hoi.

“Khi nao — khi nao moi chuyén keét thiic, con sé ra nwéc ngoai.” Lettice
chan chtr doi chut roi néi tiép. “Con sé ra nwdc ngoai v6i me con.”

T6i ngwdce 1én nhin day ngac nhién.

Lettice gat dau.

“Muc su chwa bao gio nhan ra ba Lestrange chinh la me con hay sao? Me
con chang con — chang con song bao lau nita, thira muc sw. Vi muén gap
con nén me da nho m6t ngwoi ban cii 1a bac si Haydock gitp d& va dén day
dwéi mot danh tinh khac. Bac dy da tirng yéu me con rat sau dam! Bén gio
van thé. May 6ng thudng hay phét dién phat r6 vi me con nhw vay do, vi dén
tu6i nay ma me van con rat quyén rii. Du sao di nita thi bac si Haydock da
lam tat ca nhitng gi bac ay c6 thé dé gitip me. Vi s¢g miéng lwGi cay doc cta
thién ha nén me khong dam xuat hién & day bang tén that cia minh. T6i hom
ay, me dén gap b6 dé nodi rang ba sap roi khéi tran thé nay va khao khat
mong dugc gip con mot 1an. Nhung bd con qua 1a thd bao. Ong ta bdo me
khong c6 quyén lam vy, rang con luén nghi me da chét — ci&¢ nhw con thyc
su chdp nhan chuyén dé! Loai ngudi nhw bo con la thién can nhuw thé.

“Nhuwng me con khong dé chiu thua. Me nghi nén xin phép bd con trudc
cho phai 1€, nhwng ngay sau khi bi b6 cy tuyét mot cach tan nhan, me da g
thw cho con, thé 1a con sap dat dé roi cudc choi tennis sém va gap me & cudi
pho ldc sau gid mwoi lam. Hai me con chi gap nhau chit xiu va sap xép cho
cudc hen lan sau roi chia tay troeéc sau gio rudi. Sau dé con sg rang me sé bi
nghi ngd la da giét bo, vi du gi ba cling da c6 m6i han véi 6ng. Do 1a ly do
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khién con cat rach bitc chan dung cii ctia me dé trén tang ap mai. Vi con sg@
rang canh sat sé gi miii vao va thu gitt tranh r6i nhan ra nguwoi trong tranh.
Theo con bac si Haydock ciing khiép via vi c6 Iic bac dy nghi me da giét bo.
Me con gio da — tuyét vong roi, ba cha sg hau qua dau.”

Co ngap ngung.

“That la la, hai me con con nhw da than thudc vdi nhau tw bao gio, con bo
v6i con thi lai khong hé nhw thé. Nhuwng me thi — a ma thoi, du sao thi hai
me con con ciling sé ra nwdc ngoai song vai nhau. Con sé ¢ bén me dén —
dén phut cudi...”

CO gai ditng day va t6i cam lay tay co0.

“Chda phu hd hai nguwdi,” to6i noéi. “Ta mong nhitng diéu t6t dep sé sGm
dén vdi con Lettice a.”

“Nhat dinh la thé,” Lettice guwgng cudoi dap. “Nhung dén gio van chwa c6
gi — phai khong thwa muc su? Nhuwng thoi, con ciing chang trong mong gi
nhiéu. Tam biét, muc sw Clement. Muc su lic nao ciing rat t¥ t€ v4i con —
muc su va co Griselda.”

Griselda!

To6i da thwa nhan vdi Griselda viéc 14 thw nac danh d6 khién t6i boi ro6i
dén do nao. Thoat dau nang cuwdi pha lén, nhung sau d6 nghiém tic 1én 16p
cho t6i mot tran.

“Tuy thé,” nang ndi thém, “tir nay em sé t6 ra that chin chan va kinh s¢
Thién Chia — giong nhw nhom Pilgrim Fathers* ay.”

To6i chang thé hinh dung Griselda c6 diém nao giong nhom Pilgrim
Fathers ca.

Nang tiép tuc:

“Len nay, cudc song ctia em sap on dinh lau dai, va minh ciing vay nita,
minh sé tré ra cho ma xem — chi it 1a em mong thé! Khi chiing ta c6 con thi
minh khong thé xem em la tré con dwgc nita. Minh a, gio day em quyét dinh
sé trd thanh ‘ngwdi vg va nguwoi me’ that sy (nhw trong sach hay noéi ay)
cling nhuw lo quén xuyén viéc nha. Em da mua hai cuén sach viét vé té gia
noi trg va tinh mau t, va néu may thit dé6 khong khién em trd thanh mau
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muc thi em cling chang biét lam sao nita! Minh biét khong, mac du khong co
tinh nhwng may cudn sach d6 viét cyc ky khéi hai luén. Nhat la cai phan
nuoi day con tré dé minh.”

“Minh khong phdi mua cuén nao viét vé cach doi xi tot v4i chong chiy?”
toi vira hoi vira om ghi nang vao long.

“Pau can,” Griselda dap. “Em la ngudi vo cuc tdt va em yéu minh tha
thiét, minh con mudén gi nira?”

“Khong gi hét,” toi tra 101i.

“Minh c6 thé néi rang minh yéu em khd dai — mot lan thoi, duwgce khong
minh?”

“Griselda, anh yéu em néng nan! Anh ton thd em! Anh say mé em dién
cuong, vo cung vo tan dén mitc virgt qua moi gido diéu!”

CO vg cua t6i lién thé ra suwon swot day théa man.

Chgt nang vung thoat khoi vong tay toi.

“Phién ghé! Ba Marple lai sang nita kia. Pirng dé ba ay nghi ngd gi minh
nhé. Em khong muon ai tiép thi cho em may cai dém ro6i nai ni em dat chan
1én chiing dau. Bao vGi ba dy em di ra san golf r6i. Nhw vay ba dy sé khong
danh hcri dugc gi — ma that ra em cling phai ra do6 1ay cai 4o len mau vang
em bd quén.”

Ba Marple dén bén ctra hong, khung lai xin cao 16i r6i héi tim Griselda.

“Griselda da di ra ngoai san golf roi,” t6i noi.

Anh mét ba Marple chgt 16e 1én chiit lo au:

“O, nhung lic ndy 1am thé 1a khong than trong dau nhé!”

R6i mat ba trng dé, vira kiéu cach nhv ménh phu vira bén 1én nhuw thiéu
ni.

Sau d6 nham xda tan ngugng ngung, ching tdi quay sang huyén thuyén
vé vu an Protheroe, roi vé vu ‘tién si Stone’, hoa ra la mot tén trom khét
tiéng v6i nhiéu bi danh khac nhau.

Con c6 Cram thi da thoat duwogc tdi dong 16a. Cudi cung c6 da thi nhan
viéc dem chiéc vali vao rirng, nhung c6 lam diéu do véi thién y, vi Stone néi
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rang y ta sg cac nha khao c6 kinh dich khac sé danh cap cac mau vat nham
lam mat uy tin cho mdy cai hoc thuyét ctia y. R0 rang c6 gai da tin sai c6 vao
cau chuyeén kho tin do. Theo lang xom thi hién gio c6 dang tim mot co hoi
chac chan hon, m6t 6ng ditng tudi doc than nao dé dang can thué thu ky.

Trong lic néi chuyén, toi rat ban khoan ty hoi lam sao ba Marple lai phat
hién bi mat m@&i day ctia vg chong to6i, nhung ngay sau dé chinh ba da kin
dao cho t6i biét manh méoi.

“T6i hy vong Griselda khong choi golf qua sitc,” ba lam bam sau mét lic
than trong ngan ngtr. “H6m qua t6i da & nha sach @ Much Benham ma...”

T6i nghiép Griselda — cudn sach vé ‘tinh mau ti’ kia dd lam 16 bi mat
ctia nang mat roi!

“Ba Marple a,” toi vut noi, “t6i tw hdi néu cé lic nao ba pham tdi ac thi
liéu ba c6 bi phat hién khong nhi?”

“Muc st nghi gi ma ghé vay!” ba Marple sttng sot kéu 1én. “T6i hy vong
minh sé khong bao gi¢ lam chuyén t6i 16i d6!”

“Nhung nhan tinh thé thai ma,” t6i néi 1am bam.

Ba Marple hiéu ra 10i n6i dua va dinh dac cudi to:

“Ong nghich ngom qu4, muc sv Clement!” Ba ditng 1én. “Nhung ban tinh
ctia ong thi lai rat lwvong thién.”

Pén bén ctra hong, ba dirng budc.

“Nho muc su chuyén 10i hoi tham cua t6i dén Griselda nhé — va bao c6
dy yén tam — to6i nhat dinh sé git bi mat.”

That vay, ba Marple qua la dang mén...
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CHU THICH

vang port la regu vang ngot ctia Bo Pao Nha cé hwong vi dam da hon, ngot
hon va c6 néng dé cao hon so véi ruegu vang thong thwong.

Thuong _Gido hoi hay High Church 1a mot bé phan ctia Gido hoi Anh gan
glii nhat v6i Gido hoi Thién chuia gido La Ma va cha trwong hanh 1é rat
nhiéu.

muoi shilling twvong dwong niva bang Anh.

joie de vivre nghia la niém vui séng (tiéng Phap).

Slack trong tiéng Anh nghia la ué odi, cham chap, nhu nhuoc...

Huéng dao sinh nguyén van la Guides, 1a mét t6 chitc quoc té quy tu cac
thanh ni* tham gia cac hoat dong x4 hoi va tuw rén luyén ban than dé song
trach nhiém va doc lap hon.

‘cat giau’ thanh ra ‘bat giii’ la vi trong nguyén ban, tir cache (cho cat giau)
va catch (bat gitt) phat am gan gidéng nhau.

Hawley Harvey Crippen (1862- 1910) thuwong dugc goi la bac si Crippen,
mot nguwoi My dinh cw & Anh, bi két an treo c6 vi t6i muwu sat vg minh la
Cora Henrietta Crippen, va la t0i pham dau tién trén thé gidi sa lw6i phap

ludt nho sy ho trg cta hé thong lién lac bang dién bao vo tuyén.
Pilgrim Fathers gom nhitng tin d6 Thanh gido Anh dén MY vao thap nién
1620, thanh 1ap khu kiéu dan & bang Massachusets - My.
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